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MY LOBD DVXE, 

It is very difficult to write on the subject of the Frenpb 
Revolution without being accused of partiality^ I eitelea^ 
voured to avoid that imputation in my Journal; but a 
very near connection of yours told me, that, when she 
was abroad, those who are called DemocrateSf and had 
read the book, declared that, with other faults, it had an 
intolerable leaning towards aristocracy. Those, on the 
other hand, who are denominated ArUiocratta^ were of 
opinion, that its greatest fault was a strong bias to demo- 
cracy. In the writer^s mind, however, there is no more 
inclination to either than is to be found in the Constitu- 
tion of Great Britain, as it was established by the efforts 
of your Grace's ancestor, in conjunction with those of 
other patriots, at the Revolution in the year 1688. The 
present work has been executed in the same disposition, 
and will be exposed to the same censure. 

At a period when prejudices operate with unusual acri« 
mony ; when, merely from viewing a particular object in 
different lights, two sets of men in this country reciprocal- 
ly accuse each other of designs, of which, I am convinced. 
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neither are capable ; when that spirit of hatred which ali- 
enated the minds of men from their countrymen, and even 
relations, on account of a difPerenoe of religious opinions, 
about the middle of the sixteenth century, seem^ to re- 
vive on aocottot of political ones at the end of the eigh- 
teenth ; at such a time, the qualities of moderation, of 
eandour, and benevolence, under the direction of a good 
understanding and scrupulous ijategrityi derive uncom- 
mon lustre from their uncommon rarity. This considera- 
tion induced me to address the following Work to your 
Grace. I remain, my Lord Duke, your JHMSt obedient 
and obliged humble servant, 

J. MOORX. 
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CHAPTER r. 

Tie Seumrces of Franee^Hmny IV^LtmU XIV^Tke Love 
rf our Qmnify^LogaOj^The Bq^^Lewu 

JL HK i»refleiit revcdutkni in Franoe is one of the moel air« 
ful events of which history affords any record. 

The crimes with which it has been accompanied will 
remain a stain on the national chanuHer, which all Uit 
perseverance and intrepidity inth whidi France has re« 
pelled external attack cannot effiu^. 

The misery which the revdation has already produced^ 
is of a nature so extensive and so acute, as no rational 
hope of future prosperity can compensate. 

The only way we have to judge of the probability of 
what is to happen, is by reflecting on what has happen- 
ed ; and Uie surest means of avoiding evil of any kind 
is by discovering the causes which lead to it 

To enumerate some of the circumstances which tended 
to hasten, and are reckoned among the remote causes of 
the French revolution, may be useful. 

Many imagine, that it will be a very long time before 
the finances of France can recover the extraordinary 

VOt. IV. A 
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drains they have of late undergone; it must be rem&ia^ 
bered, however, that her resources are prodigious, of which 
nothing can afford morie eonviociajg proofs than the rapid* 
fty with which, on former occasions, she acquired riches 
and prosperity, after being eSLhausted by civil dissensions 
or foreign wars. * 

She revived from all the disasters of the bloody civil 
war of the league, with wonderful quickness, and acquired 
new dignity and unprecedented prosperity under Henry 
IV. ' 

A very short time aflep the civil dissensions and war of 
the Frdnde, her greatness and wealth excited the jea-^ 
lousy, and resisted the force, of several powerful state»^ 
which combined against her. 

The sudden recovery from, the disastrous condition to 
which France was reduced at' the two epochs above men- 
tioned, was partly owing to the talents of the two princes 
who reigned immediately after* them.- 

The first, being blessed with benevolence and genius,- 
bad at once the inclination to raise his country from the 
calamitous state in whicb she was, and the power to exe- 
cute it — ^he was in reality a great king. 

The second has-been called the best actor of a great 
ktag that ever lived. 

. The fine person, dignified deportment, and imposing 
manners of Lewis XIV commanded the admiration, and 
even the aWe, of his generals, ministers, and courtiers ; 
and towards the end of his reign, when he was at once 
assailed by domestic and public misfortunes, the attach* 
ment of his subjects seemed to make them, feel the sor- 
rows of their king as their own, and submit with alai^rity 
to heavier, exactions than were ever wrung by tyranny 
from men. 

Mankind are governed by force and by opinion. Lewis 
made use of both these agents in a supreme degree. Be- 
sides the immense army which he kept up, in peace as 
well as war, he also kept in action all those springs which 
bave been found friendly to the maintenance of implicit 
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ofe^i^ncetn tTie subject, ftnd arbitraty power in the md- 
narcb. By various means he kept his nobility entirely 
dependent on his "fiivour. Jealous of allowing the princes 
of the blood occasions of acquiring military fame, he sel* 
dom gave then^ the commfafird of armies, and^ never for a* 
long time. He commanded in person bnly When (ton- 
quest was secure ; and without beitig eitposed to hardship' 
or danger, he claimed the merit of bating reduced 6tery 
fortress, which Wsis either bought by bis mbney, 6t sub- 
dued by the skill of his enginecfrs^ : even in bis cabinet at' 
Versailles he aflSected to direct the operations of his ge- 
fierals ih the field, and vainly exp&cted that, theif vie- 
tories being imputed to his military skill,' the'greater share 
of the glory wottid remain with himself. 

He was taught that he had a right to controuf thfe con- 
sciences and seize the money of bis subjects ; and, as hef . 
was at 4)nce superstitions and baughty, be revived the 
spirit of perisecution,' piEtrily from zeal for the religion 
whicb he himself* professed, and partly to punish the ar« 
rogance of those who daredf to entertain o^nionft different 
ftom his/ 

' Compensattng the difference in quantity by that of qua- 
Kty, he seenfks to' have thought himself and family, includ- 
ing his illegitimate children^ of more value than all faiaf 
subjects together. 

. Other monarchs have rated themselves and subjects' in 
the same maimer ; but Lewis XIV is perhaps the only 
king who ever brought his subjects to the same way of 
thinkoig.' He and his gibry occupied their thou^ts 
more. than their own welfare, or that of their country/ 
Those enduring: ideas, which are connected with tbe.eicr 
pression our cwa^trjf^ roused his jealousy ; at leaUst, pains- 
were' taken, 'm .his tirne,^ to root themr out of fheijf native 
sotl^ fl[nd transplant them around the word King: the ex*, 
pression l<^Mmrte fell out of use during bis reign, and con- 
tinued so fox a Joo^ tune afterwards ; — le Rtd supplied its . 
place<- . i / ' ' . 

Thaf^ tnen should reverence the chief ma^ti^ate of 9b 

a9 
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canatitmioQt wh«re foymt is IiQiited and pfeK0fgtik\wa atf^ 
certfdned, is highly rational and beooming ; %\m sut^jeeu- 
should admire a great kiag, and love a beaev<4ent a»e, U 
natural find juet The heart owns, and the. undafatand- 
ipg approves) those sentiments. There is nothing in 
them, ho«rever, to fire the imagination, or greatly to eap- 
tivaie the afFectipns* But the e^qpres^iqa mtiv^ eoufUry 
preseota itself to the mind, decorated with many ideaa 
fW>m the wardrobe of imagination* To t^U men tbe^ 
I)ave disgraced their country, is the most bitter of all re«> 
proacbes ; to say that they have done it honour, is the 
most soothing of all praises* The offi^r on the day of 
battle is sensible of this ; and that he may inspire those 
under his command with additional courage, and rouee 
them to the utmost efforts, he reminds them that tiey are 
Jightingjhr their country. That simple senteiice ccmtinna 
all the magic of eloquence* Conjuring up the ideas of 
protecUng our property, our homes, the abodes of our 
£>refathefs,. the beloved scenes of our earliest pleasures 
and first afiectionsy it implies defending from outrage our 
constitution, our religion, all that is valuable and endear- 
ing, our friends, parents, wives, and children. The lov^ 
of our country is mentioned with the love of fame by the 
Roman poet, as the feeling of a noble mind.--*- 

^ Vindt amor patriae, laudumque immenaa.cuiiidOM* 

It not onfy excites to virtuous exertions during life,, but 
a soothing recollection in death.<-— 

* ■ dulces moriens reminlacitur Argoa** 

The Romans, fond of fighting as they were, would not 
have unsheathed a sword for the greatest man their coun-' 
try ever produced, if he had insinuated that they were to 
fight for his glory, and not for th^ir country. 

But the French, in Lewis XIV's time, seem to have 
thought of nothing but the monarch. When a battle 
was lost, their greatest concern was the afliotion it would 
occasion to him—- they rejoiced in victory, because it would 
afford him pleasure, and increase his glory. The great 
empire of France, and all which it inherit, seemed to have 
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been concentrated in the person of the g;rand monarque-^ 
as if there had been a general eonviction of the abrard 
doctrine^ that the people w«re made fer the king, and not 
the king for the people ; which has a bad effect on the 
ntinds of both; rendering the one more proud, and the 
ether more senrile* 

This was die ease in France during the reiga of thi$ 
arrogant monai^h^ whose alBNSted grandeur imposed on 
the whole numn $ and who, whedier he was a hero in the 
eyes of his valet d^ chambre or udt, certainly was admir* 
edas a great monartb^ even by the truly great men of his 
oiwn time. His generals talked of the honour of shedding 
their blood for his glory. The proudest of his nobility 
solicited oiBces, some of them almost menial, near his per« 
son ; and th^ great C<»id6 himself dwindled into a mere 
conrti^r, to satisfy the vanity of the inflated monarch. 

Considerations of policy and selfishness intermingled^ 
in these itistaaces, with that foolish wonder with whieh 
the nation at that time losked up to their monarch ; the 
generals probably thought a little of comuiatids and regi« 
meats, the <!Ourtiers of plaees and pensions, and the prince 
of mitigating that jealousy which, h& well knew, Lewis 
hnre him. It is impossible to imagine, that they had any 
affectionate attadiment to his person. 

Hdw could a reserved, yet ostentatious tyrant, who con- 
tinually sacrificed the feelings of all around him to his 
own caprice and conveniency, excite affectionate attach- 
ment? • 

A king of such a character as Henry IV would cer« 
tainly carry men a great length in the most cordial loyal- 
ty; but let those who wish to embody patriotism, and 
many of the sentiments which beautify and harmoniEe so* 
ciety, with whoever inherits tlie office of king, recollect 
the clmracters of all Henry'^s successors, except the last ; 
let them also reflect, that if Lewis XV had died befoi*e his 
marriage, then all the loyalty rf the French nation, with 
all the duty and affection which belong to it, and that ar« 
dour to shed their blood for tli?ir king's glory, which the 
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French of tbbse days were so fond of profesnng, wouI4 
liave been the lawful inheritance of Philip Egalite. 

The impression which the bng reign of Lewis XIV 
made on the midds of his subjects, continued during the 
goyernm^ntof the regent, whose character aod conduct 
were in many respects the reverse. Naturally of a com^ 
passiiM^alie dispotstition, and a lover of justice, if widies 
could have done it, he would have made iihe people hap* 
py ; but indolence ^nd the inordinate purauit of pleasure 
prevented him from tjbe. (exertiokis necessary for tbi^t pur-* 
pose, or from contrc^iiDg the opuduct of unfeeling and rarj 
pacious ministers. 

:^ndow0d with courage and wit, be despised, as dull 
and superfluous, the formalities whidi politicians have 
found useful in government; he scorned ihat affected digr 
nity and reserve, by which imhedlity so often gains re* 
^pect, i^nd |g|ior^nc0 is so often concealed; and ftdltng in- 
to the pppbsite extreme, he introduced a laxity of manrierQ^ 
wjbich r^ected ail the restraints of polished society, woundt 
ed decency, and revived that profligacy >rlacb,.had beeni 
banished from the court of France sinpe the days .of C«t 
tharineof Miedipis apd her spq I{eqrj^ flj, 

Nothing pan b^ a stronger proof of the subfiis^ive spirit 
which prevailed at th}s period in Frappe, than that th^ 
same systeiii of government continued, ip spit^ of the 
wanton imprudence of the regent, t]ie fraudulent schem^ 
])y which so many thousand individu^s w^^ ruined, and 
the despicable character and* nauseous manners of hi§ 
prime ipiqist^if, who was at pnf^e a disgrace tq^th^ pri^t- 
hood^i to the nation, an4 even to the court. 

Instead of wishing for any {|lt£];ation in ^heir govern- 
ment, the l^renclii of those days were proud oif the unlimit* 
ed natpre of their npronarp)iy, w^k all its qrynes broadn 
blown; and, after ^bey bad despaired of the regent, they 
centered their hopes of a redress of gpevances in the young 
prince, who had now attained the agp at w^iich he coul^ 
^ssume the government. 
' ^9 inaxim of holy writ seems to jiave made less ipipi^es? 
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MOD on raankind than this, PiU not your truti'tn Princes^ 
In spite of their numerous disappointments, the highest 
expectations are always formed by the populace of the beir« 
apparent of the throne. History hardly makes mention of 
one who died young, who is not saki to have possessed all 
the virtues of humanity. Of how many MaroeUi have we 
lieard, each more blooming than the other, whose wonder- 
ful spring of talents pcnnised the most astonishing harvest! 
Even the moster Caligula was, when a boy, the favourite 
of the Boman army ; and ify for the good of mankind,^ he 
had died then, the world would probably have been told 
by some poet or historian, that he was just shewn to the 
earth,* which being unwordiy of him, he was soon carried 
to heaven. If, however, among those bom the immediate 
heirs of empire, so many are endowed in this ettraordinaiy 
manner, whose virtues would add sl^endour to the throne, 
and diffuse happiness among their subjects, bow.infinttely 
is it to be lamented, that th^ should be so early; cut ofF^ 
ifttber than thiiir survivors ! 

Many circumstances united in Lewis XV to conciliate 
the affections and raise the hopes of the nation. 

He was the only child of the virtuous duke of Burgun^i 
dy (the pupil of Fenelon) and Adelaide of Savoy, whose 
playful character is painted in such amiable colours by the 
writecs of that agew The duke f^t a sacrifice to the grief 
he fdt for the untimely death of this princess ; and the 
loss of both filled France, not only with, thai external 
mourning which is equally worn for princes at whose death, 
the public rejpice, as for those th^y lament^ but also ^t^lth 
rea/ sorrow. 

The 'young king, possess^ likewise all the .d^arn^ of 
comeliness of countenance j{ind symmetry of person : to, 
these the people added, of course) all the best.qeialijti^es (^, 
the head aqd beart« 

Whatever share of the latter he had was soon rendered 
qseless by indolence, and perverted by the corruptions of 

* OstcQdent terris hunc tantqm fata. - >''. 
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a court He possessed not/ like his great-grandfather, 
that lofty reserve^ which keeps men at too great a dbtance 
to judge of the real worth of the object they conteBipkte*<*«» 
With more weaknesses to conceal, he had less the power 
of concealing them ; and the more the nan was seen, the 
less was the monarch esteemed. 

He appeared at the head of his armies, without endea* 
Touring to acquire any knowledge in the art of war. Tky 
gained nctories, and his general had the glory. 

In peace, he became devoted to an artful woman, wber 
goremed the state with as unlimited sway, as his general 
had done the army. Even when she had lost the charmtf 
by which his affections had been adduced ; abandoning 
his person to others, she kept what she most valued in thcf 
connection, by nuuntaining her power until her deadi. 

She who succeeded the marchioness of Pompadour, aa 
the acknowledged mistress of Lewu XY, wi|s not so haugb« 
ty and ambitious as her predecessor. 

Intermeddling less with the affiurs of state, she was at 
more pains to amuse and entertain her lover. With all 
her good-humour and gaiety, she found it hnposnUev 
however, entirely to ward off the tedium to which a vacant 
mind is peculiarly exposed. 

Although no man was ever more oppressed with mental 
indolence than Lewis XV, he was fond to excess of bodily 
^ercise, and passed great part of his time in hunting, 
firom which he derived the double advantage of repelling 
the intrusions of reflection, and ^obtaining sleep. 

The wretched monarch was relieved from the burden of 
existence, by a disease which he had taken great pains to 
avoid through the whole of his past life, and which he 
caught wantonly in his old age.* He died a memoraUe 
proof, that the united advantages of external gracefulness, 
riches, high birth, (quickness of apprehension, and even 

• Lcwii XV died nt the age of tizty-aTC, of the muiU pox, which he 
caught from a young woman, on whom ^ba( djseat^ appeared soon lifter 
l^e ^ai) been with the kln^. 
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bentvoktice, cannot preclude tedium or misery, and se- 
cure public eefteein to those whose minds are incapable of 
liittdaUe exertion. 

The death tft this prince^ who at the beginning of hU 
reign had received the appellation of Lewis the WettrBe^ 
Iffuedy was heard at Paris with satisfaction rather than soiv' 
row. 

It had been the custom, in times of public danger, to 
make a procession of the shrine ti St. Oenevieve, the pa^ 
troness of that city, in the hopes that by the saint^s in« 
tereestton the threatened calamity might be averted. This 
ceremony was performed during the last illness of Lewta 
XV. He expired notwithstanding. When his death was 
announced in a certain company, one observed that the 
procession of the shrine seemed to have lost its efficacy. 
^ What happier effect could it have produced/ said aao* 
ther» * Jslte not dead r 



CHAPTER II. 

Lewis XFI— Diffusion (f KnowMge^Of Ric/ies^The Bour^ 
geoisie of France — The Ancient Noblesse-^The Modern — The 
Courtiers — The Queen — American War — Abolition of House" 
hold Troops'^ German Discipline — Practice and Theory • 

It was not possible for the personal character of the king 
to be seen, during the greater part of a long reign, in this 
degrading point of view, without diminishing, in a consi«. 
derable degreee, the national veneration for royalty. 

At the accession of Lewis XVI, however, the public 
opinion seemed to have a tendency to return to its ancient 
bias. In the candour, affability, and love of justice, which 
appeared in the young king, the \iation found a resem- 
blance with the character of its last Henry, whose memo- 
ry was cherished with filial vehetation. 

The young queen united in her person' many qualities, 
which might have been expected to render her popular in 
any country, but peculiarly so in France-— beauty, good* 
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jbuim>ur, gaiety, and a great desire of piea»iog ; preferring 
^ifability to etiquette, and the manners of the nation ta 
which she bad come, to those of that which she bad left ;^ 
^nd forming a bond of union between the two, which pro- 
mised % jterminatipn to long rivalship, and a ^ammenoey 
mfmt of mutual support and prosperity. 

Those circumstances certainly had a tendency to re-» 
mp^e the impressions which the conduct of Lewis ^Y 
might have made, and to revive the languishing loyalty 
of the na^on. 

At this time, however, the spirit of philosophical discus^ 
sion prevailed very much in France. The !^ngUsh writera 
pn tbe subject of government were more read and rflisbed 
than they had ever been before* The works of Montes^ 
quieu, Uousseau, Raynal, w^re universally admired. 
. Sifany old pr^judiqes, hurtful to society, though snp^ 
ported by the self-interest of a few, and the ignorance of 
the multitude, were combated by the authors above men- 
tioned, and others. The writings of Voltaire, distinguish- 
ed for wit, and a happiness of expression which baffles u 
mitationj^ contribyted more than all the rest to form th^ 
taste and bias the opinions <rf the age. They vere more 
universally read than the works pf any pth^r author ; be« 
cause, to borrow the words of one who knew him w^U, 
they possessed ^le precieux avantage d'etre toujours clair 
et simple, sans jamais etre insipide, et d'^re lu avec ui> 
egal plaisir, et par \e peuple des lectures ^t par Telite dea 
philospphes.^^ 

While the edge of his ridicule is turned against per^ 
si^oution and hypocrisy, the most virtuous applaud ; but 
Voltaire was not a believer in Christianity-^that was h\i^ 
i^isfortupe ; but it cannot excuse hi^ attempts to turn |n*> 
tp ridicule the established religigci of his country. One 
among many peculiarities o^ this author is, that he treats 
Christianity with becoming respect in his dramas, and 

• The precious advantage of being always clear and eimi)Ie, without 
f Ter being insipid, and of being read with equal pkosure by a persou of' 
pldin cqamoti sense And bj a philosopher. 
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Hhst some of his playd are at once the autat nMal and t^ 
JigXNasof hit wocki. 

The Em^opaBdia) that great monument of universal 
science, was finished about this period. The avowed oIh 
ject of this work wsis the promotion of general knowledge^ 
and men distinguished in every branch of scienoe faaii 
been emjdoyed in it; but what some c^ the principal un* 
dertakers are supposed to have had cbiefly in view, waii 
to pomulgate certain fsee notions on the subji^ts of go. 
vernment and religion, in which there is no donbt they 
succeeded^ not only in France bi|t in otfa^r :MlAitri|^ of 
Europe. 

As by these means, and the increasing commerce of 
the nation, literature and riches became move diffused «^ 
piong the middle and inferior orders of society^ many aiii^ 
dent prejudices were weakened and efiaced. That bai^^^ 
soperiofity, which tbemeittiestof the doblestfs assumed over 
^eir fellow^itixens, became more intolerable to thi^ bomu 
geoisie than before : yrhat had been submitted to by men 
when poor and ignorant, was not so easily bfoeked by 
the same class >vhen they found themselves. rielier> and 
thought themselves wiser, than many of those who wttro 
ranked their superiors. 

. That RusHan, Polish, and Bohemian peasants, who 
are attached tp the lands, and have no means of impmvH 
ingfither their minds or fortunes, should continue to 
bear insult and oppression from those whom they look \xp 
to as superior beings, is not wonderful : neither is it sun 
prisiQg t^at the Turks contipu^ slaves, beoaui$e what 
knowledgjs exists among them belongs to their ruleni 
but if ^ gradual jH-c^ression of industry and knowliedgis^ 
takes place in that part of any Xiation vvhich is most o{k 
pressed, ^hile dissipatipt^ and effeminacy prevail in tjhat 
part which is most privileged, a speedy revolution in wtlta 
a nation may with certainty be predicted* 

This alteration had, in a great measure^ taken place ii| 
Frauce. The better sort of the bourgeoisie had gained 
yliat a great portion pf the noblesse had lost; a(|d tha^ 
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eievaiion of miod, sense of honour, and spirit of cntef* 
prise, ^inrhich in the days of yore belonged exclusively to 
the latter, was now extended^ in a great degree, to the 
former. 

A claim of superiority is irksome to many people, eVeti 
when they are conscious that the claimant excels them ifi 
natural qualities and attainments^ A consicterable d^ 
gree of deference, however, will be spontaneously paid to 
these, by the best part of mankind, and will be greatly 
increased, wherever to such attainments the eircunutane^ 
of high birth is added ; but a continued assumptioti of 
superiority in those who are inferior in every prAise* 
worthy quality except that of birth, is always felt with 
indignation and treated with contempt, when the open 
display of that sentiment is not restrained by interested 
motives. 

In ancient times, the power of the state and the whol^ 
sj^rit of the French armies depended on the libblesse, as 
gallant a class of men as the world ever produced. The 
Greek and Roman histories exhibit not brighter examples 
of generous intrepidity than the annals of France* The 
noblesse therefore were at oflce respected by the sovereign 
and by the people. 

But because a race of men, distinguished for the vir« 
tues of the age in which they lived, who were alw^s 
foremostin the ranks of battle, their sons fighting by 
their sides, were respected and admired, and had privi* 
leges granted to them, does it folk>w, it was asked, that 
the same are due to men bred in effeminate luxury, di»* 
tinguished for their follies and debasing amusements, 
who, childishly fond of the trappings of a soldier and the 
pomp of war, shrink from its real dangers, and are equal* 
ly devoid of the hardihood of ancient times, and of taste 
for the elegance of modern refinement ? 

The following is the description which Montesquieu 
gives of that part of the nobility of France which formed 
the court.--- 

< Uambition daits roisivitc, \^ bass^sse dans rorgqeilji 
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le4e&r de s^enricber sans tdavaU, ravemon pour h yeri- 
t«, la flatterie, la trahison, la perfidie, rid)andon de toas 
sea engagdDemi, le mepiiQ des devoirs du citoyen* la. 
cndote de la vertu du pitnce, Pesperance de set fmblessea^ 
et, plus que txnit cela, le ridicule perpetuel jette sur la 
▼ertu, ferment, je croisy le eaiactere du plus grand nom- 
bre des oourtisans.^ * 

Tfae general alteration of manners which Europe has 
sustidned of late, produced, in the opinion of many of 
their countrymen, a most striking alteration in the cha«» 
racter of the noblesse of France. The opportunities of 
distinguishing themselves in the field more rarely occur- 
red ; and when they did, it was generally in distant cli- 
mates, to which those of the higher rank seldom like to 
gOy and therefore are not sent Riches and promotion at 
home were obtained by court intrigue more than military 
merit, or merit of any kind ; and the favours of the 
crown, being too often distributed by the princes, by 
their ininions and their mistresses, occasioned much in- 
dignation. Many of the noblesse, who came from the 
distant provinces, were treated so superciliously by the 
assiduous and favoured courtiers at Versailles, that they 
were greatly disgusted with the present i^stem, and as ar« 
dently desired a change in it as any roturier in the nation^ 
Many officers of the army, after having long served a^ 
broad, when they came to Versailles, foand their servioea 
forgotten; and the neglect which they experienced. was 
rendered more poignant by the attention which they saw 
paid to courtiers, such as Montesquieu describes* 

This accounts for tlie cold support whicby at the begins, 
ning of the revolution, the king and the court party re*, 
ceived from some of the nobility, and a considerable num« 
ber of the officers of the army. 

* AmbiUoa wUh indolenef i oofsniififs with poride ; dMirs of enrichini^ 
tbemfelvos without labour; aversion for truth; flattery, perfidy; eon- 
tempt for the duty of a citizen ; fear of the ivirtues of their sovereign, 
and hope from his foibtes; and, above all, a continual attempt to tura 
tirtiit into ridicuitt, form the character of tb« niajo.tty ofcourcieis. 
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At l6e fluSDe time the conduct and deportment of thc^ 
^[neen were diffi^fent from what long-estabKebed forms 
^tated« So fiir from wishing to impress a oootinnal nd 
aolleolion of the distmoe between herself and the court- 
kf^i that di^ttece wasr to her irksome. Hw naitural im- 
pressions as a woman had more influence on her conduct^ 
than the artificial deportment dictated to her as a qiieen. 
8be lot ed to descend from the* throne, thkt she might en- 
joy the comfort of society. However necessary the pomp 
irf* etiquette and the frigidity of reserve may be to high- 
born dulness and insipid vanity, they were tasteless and 
fhtigning to a beautiful and lively woman, inspued with 
the desire* and conscious of the power^ 6f pleasing. Her 
heart de£ghted in the confidences of friendship,* and pre-^ 
fmred that style of society where there was at least an ap. 
pearance of equaKty. She gradually introduced, there^ 
fore, a familiatity of intercourse between the king and 
aubjectj unknown before at the court of Versailles^ 

-There are people however in every court who, being 
cooscious that they can derive importance or attentions 
firom no source but that of birdi^ are infinitely observants 
of the degrees of ranky and anxious that each individual 
should receive the precise portion of respect to which birtb- 
givea him a claim ^ but while the various gradatiobs and 
shadea of henddry were disjdnctly perceived by many per« 
snna of this description, the daughter of Maria Theresw 
was by birth raised so high above them all, that to her 
they all seeined oa a leveL She distinguished pe<^e by 
a different criterion-^«» they seemed to be more or less 
aeoonqpltshed oi^ agreeable; and by thisr meana mortally 
alended many illustrious persons- of both aekes^ who had 
BO pretensiona of that nature. 

The king and queen not only gave frequent private 
entertainments, but accepted of them from the princes 
and other persoas of the court ; and each of them htfd 
ooeaaSonally parties, without the other being invited. The' 
queeus who was much fonder of such entertainments than 
Ker husband, had often private suppers, with dancings 
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nA^re 6iep play was allowed, and where the usual topics 
uf Parisiati eonTersatton, with all the ▼{▼aeity and freedom 
of the Paririaii societies, took place. 

This did not exist long without maHgnaift intetpreta* 
tion. Those who loved etiquette, and denized what dis-i 
tinctioQ was shewn them from it; thoee who were left out 
€if the qaeen> parties ; the prudes and duennas of the 
oourt were oflended. Had the queen been better able to 
support the languor of pomp and the shivery of etiquette^ 
the eye of suspicion would have been lulled or kept at H 
distance, the tongue of slander overawed ; and the gloom 
of formality, ti^moving all idea of pleasure, would have 
given the court the appearance of more righteousness^ by 
being less gay. 

In a beautiful, sprightly, and unguarded womatf Am 
faimy found an easy prey ; and afterwards being united 
with sedition^ they made a joint attack on the queen, with 
a view not only to injure her^ but to debase the king, itod 
vilify royalty itself in the eyes of the people. 

Reports and insinuations of the vilest nature were eiN* 
culated by many*who did not believe them^ and believed 
by Bsany more on no better grounds than that they were 
often repeated ; and she, who, for the reasons above men^ 
tiooed, seemed destined to give lasting peace and pro. 
qperity to France, was^ by malignity in conjunction with 
sedition, represented as the cause of public misery, and 
the determined enemy of the country. 

The ostentatious and far more expensive mikgnificence 
of Lewis XIV, although perhaps it would have beenesn-i 
Bured ni Lewis XVI, yet could not have raised more in** 
dignatkm than that species of profusion which the hitter, 

a pry to his own taste, permitted, in compliance with 
of those around him. 
The magnificent palaces, extensive gardens, and nu*' 
merous retinue, belonging to the foitoer, could afford, it 
may be thought, as little enjoyment to a peasant or nuu 
nufacturer in the provinces of France, b% the pecitea 
soup^ at Trianon or the bals masques of St. .Gloud? he 
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liii^t ftlso be as^ur^d, Ibat tbe oiie as much aa 0ie otber 
was at tbe expense of his labour and the sweat of his 
brow. Still he had a pride in hewng) that Am king had 
finer palaces and gardens than any king in Europe ; where^ 
as he felt mortified in hearing* that a parcel of worthless 
eourtiers were banqueting at bi^ expense, while he could 
with difficulty procure brown bread for himself and his 
family.*— What the court of Versailles may perhaps have 
gained in enjoyment, by the rejection of etiquette and the 
introduction of ease and familiarity, it lost in that admir* 
ation, which solemnity, ceremony, and distance, exdte 
in the minds of the people. Objects in general appear 
smaller, in proportion to the distance at which they arv 
placed ; but the reverse is often the case, in contemplate 
ing those who are vulgarly called the great. The degree 
to which some of them dwindle, when brought nearer and 
viewed with precision, is wonderful. 

Some of the princes of the blood, who were not judi* 
cious in the chmce of their companions, losing their prince^ 
fy privikge^ wUh vik participaiionf contributed greatly 
to lower that sense of awe tmd respect for royalty, which 
it is of so much importance to preserve in all countries 
whose government is monarchical 

The expensive dissipation of the court, and of the 
Gomte d^Artois in particular, has been greatly exaggerat- 
ed ; but although that, taken at the highest calculation, 
could contribute little to the diminution of the public 
treasure, it contributed more to the puplic discontent than 
much deeper sources of expense would have done : a sin* 
gle year, for example, of an unjust and unnecessary war 
would have cost the French nation much more money, 
and probably a great deal of blood, and yet the fwrt 
might have been allowed to commence it, without excffing 
any murmurs. 

The part which France took in support of American 
independence unquestionably hastened the French revo* 
Itttion. In America many French officers caught repub* 
lican sentiments and principles, which at their return 
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n^^ftd fntb the rapiditj of n new fashioti all orer Ftance* 
The seDtimeiits of loyalty became every day cooler m 
the breasts of Frenchmen ; they began to Talue popular^ 
ity and the hazsas of the mob more than the smiles of 
the sovereign ; political clubs were establuhed as in Eng« 
land ; the conduct of government was canvassed in co£Pe^- 
houses ; and the Palais Royal, without ceasing to be the 
irendezvoiis of profligacy^ became also the focus of secK-» 
tion. 

The cabinet of Versailles expected, no doubt^ that^ 
irithout weakening France, the assistance given to Ame« 
lica would greatly impoverish England. The effi^^t ha(s 
turned out otherwise; that measure, without much af-' 
fecting the riches of England, has made France poor tTt^ 



The abolition of the household troops of France may 
also be reckoned among the remote causes of the revolu- 
ticm. The crown wiui by that measure deprived at onc^ 
of a great support and a considerable source of splen«> 
dour* It is absurd to imagine, that the people can ab^ 
stract the impression made on their minds by the magni- 
ficence which they are accustomed to see accompany their 
king, from what they Owe to his rank and personal qua«< 
Kties : diminish the first, and they will think more slight'^ 
ingly of the two <Ahers. This ill-judged reform, there^ 
ibre, while it lessened the veneration of the subjects for 
their sovereign, overspread the provinces with discontent^ 
cklgentlemen^and converted those who at Versailles would: 
have remained submissive servants, into acrimonious cen^' 
surers at Paris. 

It is impossible for any government to snpport itself 
long, after a great majority of the governed are of opi- 
nion, that it is unjust and oppresinve, and msh for an aU 
teration. 

This opinion had gained so much among people of all 
conditions in France, with respect to iketr government^ 
that it would have been wise in the administration to have 
acquiesced in the wbhes of the people, by fotming some 

VOL. XV. B 
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ior exMSOfie^ which bad hem thoog^t pnipcr i 
ing at the tune tfacj were f«la[rfiAed, hoi faj a cfaas^ of 
maimiTS and other dianaataacea were now coBadoed as 
ridiciiloiis, appmaiwej and «Mlious» m^t hare beoi abiK 
Eshed graduallj^ with sadi eScacj asentiidj topredude, 
or greatlj diminish, the pffobal»Iity of anj of those r^id 
and Tudent rerolatkins, which are never effected without 
bloodshed and injustice. 

But this measure of ahoKsang the household trocqps^ and 
thereby so oonaderably lessening the influence and ob- 
scuring the lustre of the crown, seems so violent, that it 
is difficult to oonoeiTe how it could have been adopted by 
any minister, however fond of public fireedom, who was 
at the same time a friend to monarchy in France. 

The introduction of the German custom of punishing 
the soldiers by blows, as it disgusted the m«a, and led to 
that defection which afterwards appeared in the troops, 
has also been thought to have contributed to the revolu- 
tion. This kind of punishment certainly occasioned great 
desertion when fir^t introduced, not only among the pri« 
vate soldiers, but also among the Serjeants and corporals; 
for it was thought debasing to those who were ordered to 
inflict it, as well as to those on whom it was inflicted. Pu« 
nisbment is peculiarly necessary to keep those who have 
arms in their hands in due order and obedience ; but when 
permitted to be arbitrarily inflicted by men often under 
the influence of passion, it cannot appear so just, nor have 
83 good an effect, as when appointed by a cool and im- 
partial court-martiaL 

One would naturally imagine that the practice of caning 
has a tendency to break the spirits of soldiers, and to 
make them think meanly of their profession ; and it can 
hardly be conceived, that to keep men^s minds under the 
continual impression of fear is a likely means of inspiring 
them with courage. But we have been told with peculiar 
emphasis of late, that what seems excellent in theory is 
absurd in practice ; and that many things which are very 
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iMrfid lo the mind to contemplate beforehand, are, not- 
withstanding, very advantageous when put in practice. 
From the frequent repetition of this observation, and 
the manner in which it is applied, one would almost sus- 
pect that the following are meant to be recommended as 
axioms.-^ 

1. We ought to avoid every new measure which, to our 
feeble and circumscribed Understandings, seems likely to 
produce a good effect. 

^. Although a measure, from apparent absurdity and 
the cruelty requisite in the execution, revolts at once the 
head and the heart, it is not rashly to be rejected on that 
account, as it may be attended with considerable advan* 
tages notwithstanding. 

S. With regard to the practice of caning soldiers, as it 
has been of late entirely banished from the French armies, 
that circumstance is sufficient of itself to determine a pru- 
dent and humane general to adopt it, and order the soI« 
diers to be caned with more zeal than ever, that he may 
not be accused of imitating the French. 

The same train of reasoning goes to prove, that the 
patriotism which actuated many Frenchmen at the begin- 
ning of the revolution, and the efforts they made to re- 
form abuses and obtain a free constitution, having failed 
of success, ought to serve as a warning to (jiankind never 
to make a similar attempt again ; but rather to combine 
in establishing despotic governments of Herculean force 
to crush the hydra of democracy wherever she tries to rear 
her savage heads. And as the spirit of freedom in France 
has been perverted to the most wicked purposes, by a set 
of the most abominable men that ever the earth produced, 
therefore the spirit of passive obedience and slavish sub- 
mission should alone be cherished in every country, and 
honoured by every government, for th^ tranquillity of the 
human race. And, completely to secure the peace and 
prosperity of the governing power in all nations, which is 
the chief object of government, it would be expedient to 
grant it the power, in times of alarm, to oblige all sus« 

b2 
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f^ed pem>m to wi^r fetttn, flince n^bodjr dvi deny Uk 
inidooi sifid }wtip^^ puuiiig nudmep and j^mdom in 

Aaptheir drcuinstaDce wfakh bad oonsideiRibfe inflv^ioe 
in ba&temng9 and much mote in penrertingf th? reT<4i|- 
tion in France, was the fixing on Versailles as the place 
for the 8tate»igeoeral to meet at. Although it was impos- 
,sible to foresee all the mischief which has arisen from that 
measure, it might naturally have occurred, that ao assem- 
bly which, it was supposed^ was to act with imdom and 
independencCf would have been placed with more pro- 
priety at a greater distance iiom the popukms and tur- 
bulent city of Pari^ 

This is so evident, that many have thought it could not 
escape M» Necker ; yet he first advi^ the king to con- 
yoke the assemUy at Paris, and did not prcqpose Vers^Ues, 
until he found tl|e king and the ministers podtively a* 
.gainst that measure; and as it if not easy to ass%n a 
good reason for this, it has been imputed to M. Necker^s 
fondness for popular applause, and to his thinking, that 
the more evident his popularity was» the greater would 
be his iqfluence with the assembly. Ue little thought, 
that the very scheme which he formed for the augmenta- 
tion of his own influence was, ii| a »bort time, to be a prin- 
cipal cause of the annihilation, not only of his influence, 
but of the influence of re^Mon, justice, and humanity, and 
of subjugating the national assembly, and the nation it- 
self, to the inost dreadful tyranny that ever oppressed 
mankind. 

It may be thought improper to mention the arbitrary 
nature of the French government as a cause of the rev<^ 
lution, because it has subsisted many years, and because 
it subsists still in other countries where no revolution has 
taken place : but ihat may prove a powerful cause in cer- 
tain situations, which would have remained inactive in 
others; in no other nation do the circumstances above 
/enumerated occur in addition to their arbitrary govera- 
mentj nor did they ever before occur in France* 
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Periifipff all tfacNM CMses togttlMr WMid ifoc hwt preH 
dueed the xievoltfCimH witbdut the etiiing teg^het oiT' the 
states-general : and notwithstanding the greatnfess^ of tkfi 
defieiti it is tile opinion of seme, that this meosil^ might 
&ive biien eluded. Bowerer that mmf be, fh^ dlsotdet 
in die French finances was so great,, sdtne time before flr^ 
year 1789, that the imposition of very considerabie addi* 
tional taxes was thMjght the only effectual remedy i t>ut 
aa the people liiongfaft themselTes already ovevlockkd, and 
wette in a sialic of mtttinovfs diseontent, the application 
of this remedy neqnked pradeads md ddieacy. 



CHAPTER III^ 

The NotaBki^M. de Cahnne-^The Ckrgy^The Archbishop 
of Toulouse Minister-^Ahbe Vemum^A Bed of Juslice^^ 
ParUamerU of Paris refuse to register the Kin^s EdicU'^Par* 
Uament banished-- Duke qf Orleans^^Tfve Counsethrs of the 
^arUament sent id PrUon. 

Xt bad been l&ng t&s usage for the patfiamettt of Ffttnesi 
t0 register e%«ry new imposicion^ The tan^ was indeed 
not conadered legal by the people ti')l the registrilti<>tf 
had' taketf place ; and i« sometimes happened, thut, in. 
slead of obeying' the edict, the parliament made a remon^i^ 
atrance, pointing out the hardships or impropriety of the 
ta», and praying vbe king to reconsider or withdvtf# if. 

So'mnefa the kiii^gs of France themselves admitted that 
tbe parliament had a right to d6 ; but having made the 
remonstnmce^ it wasinsiscedthat the parliamentary Aine- 
lion was completed, an\dV ft remained with the king' to give 
what weight to- k he phased. If he still insistied on' the 
tax, it was then the duty of the parliament to register 
isishout farther resistance^ on a letter from the king, edU 
ed LeCtre de Jussion, being addressed to them* 

The friends of prerogative asserted,, that this registrar' 
tion of taxes waa a mere matter of form^ and that the 
Wagf»fdict gave tht^m their efficacy, independent of 
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that ceremony; whereas others oontendedi that no tax 
could be legally levied till it had received the sanction of 
parliament, 

The spirit of whig and tory had this ^tent> and no 
more in France, before the American war ; but S(C^n af- 
ter that period the spirit of the first became muah more 
ardent and encroaching. . 

In times of difficulty^ when new taxes were absolutely 
necessary, and yet ministers were afraid to impose (hem, 
it had on various occasions been found necessary to sum* 
mon the states-general (les etats generaux)* and leave 
it to them to point out the properest method of imposing 
and levying the necessary taxes. 

Les etats generaux are an assembly consisting of de« 
puties from the three orders of citizens in Franqe,— fuame- 
]y, the nobility, the clergy, and the tiers etat ; the last 
implies all the citizens of France who are neither of the 
nobility nor clergy. 

The measure of summoning the states-general was much 
talked of at the time when M. de Calonne was controller 
general of the finances ; but it required much prudence 
and circumspection on his part befcnre he decided how to 
9Ct in the present circumstances, 

. When moderate reiforn^s only are Required in a govern- 
ment wi(h which the people in general are well satisfied, 
the sooner they are made the better ; because they pre- 
veqt the progress of discontent, and may be made with«. 
put risk : but when great abuses have taken place, when 
the people are highly discontented, and demand impoitr 
ant changes, at the very time that there is a necessity to 
impose new taxes, it is difficult to know how to proceed, 
. To attempt the imposition of taxes, without first agree- 
ing to the reformation required, may drive the people to 
resistance* To yield entirely to the requisitions of the 
people, may be considered by them as a proof of weakne^ 
in the government, and encourage them to rise and go 
fieyond reasonable bounds in their demands. 
If it is attempted to mai^^ reformation gnd taxation go 
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hand in h&nd, by coniinitting bolh to tlie consideration of 
a general aiEriBembly of the states, it may be difficult after- 
wards to take the management of the public afiairs out of 
the hands of sueh an assembly, delegated by the nation 
at large ; because a number of men convened for such a 
purpose naturally create courage, and communicate a 
spirit ^ enterprise to each other : and, in a country where 
many oppressive privileges and invidious distinctions, or, 
in other words, abuses, exist, the intended rdbrmation 
may very possibly tarn out a revolution. 
- M. de Calontte seems to have been aware of this ; and 
therefore, however solicitous he might be to avoid the 
odium of new and heavy impositions, he also wished to 
elude the calling the states-general, by adopting a less 
formidable expedient. 

It was an established practice in France, for every mu- 
nicipality to elect a number of its most respectable citi- 
zens, who, on extraordinary and important occasions, be« 
ing joined to the common and usual council, became the 
general assembly of the municipality. This last addition- 
d body was called the body of notables. It has likewise 
been customary for the kings of France, on certain emer- 
genms, to summon those of their subjects of whose judg- 
ment they bad a good opinion, and consult with them. 
These men, while their function continued, were also call- 
ed notables. The most essential difference between such 
an assembly and the assembly of the states-general seems 
to be, that the latter is entirely chosen by the king; 
whereas the former is appointed, under particular regula- 
tions, by the people. 

M. de Calonne determined to summon an assembly of 
notables, in the expectation that a council summoned in 
the kingV name, and elecled by himself, would readily 
approve of the pbns which he intended to lay before 
them ; • and as part of these plans were of a popular na- 
ture, he imagined they would render him popular also« 
The effect was the reverse ; for people who are prejudiced 
against any person are more apt to conceive an ill opinion 
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of a good proposal^ on ««0oust of the proposer, Ib^n a 
gpod opinion 0f ]tbe prppoaer on aooount of Ihe propofu. 
t|on. 

. The primiip^l tax proppaed bj him was the timbre or 

filaQip tax,. which it wa^ thought would have produced art 

l^ut j^jiifty millions of Uvres aanuallyf 

, M9Pf I3>f his other pperatioiis would have been chidw- 

ly at th^ expense of the olergy— wbieh drew upon him 

tpe h^red of that body, without procuring him the low 

of the rest of the nation. His {uroposed regulations wmm 

ipostly di^eqted agiiinst the ecclesiastical droits seigneuri* 

^2^ bonorifiques; as their right of appointing judges,* 

tbe^gbt^ respecting Scaling and hutiting, and some om 

th^rs e^uall^ un^opiiec^ed with the functions of clergy^. 

men. Although these produced hut a small revenue^ 

^hile in the hands pf eccl^siasticli who, on account of 

their not r^sidiqg on their benefices^ could not reap the 

full advantage of them, yet the droit honorifiques were 

purchased at a great price by the gentlemen of the coun^ 

(ry, who were ^1 ambitious q( beepmii^ seigneurs. Ma» 

iiy people sfiw no injustice, but great propriety, in di^est^ 

ing the clergy of rights so foreign from their. profession. 

The indifference with which men see the rights of others 

invaded, often forms ft strong contrast with their sensible 

}ity wbep the least attack is made on their own. Many 

of the laity on this pccasion insisted on the impropriety 

fipd injustice of the priginal grant, but laid no stress on 

the hardship of taking frqm men what they had possessed 

for ages. The clergy, on thp pther band, exclaimed egainsi 

|he impiety of robbing tl)e churchy, find the iniquity of 

ft^ipping men of rights which $bey b^ve loog enjoyed, 

but left entirely out pf the argument the absurcfity of 

pver granting ^em such rights. Had the men^s situa* 

|,ions been rpers^id, their reaspning ifould have under^ 

gope t|)e same changCt 

T^y the alienation of those privileges so useless to the 
plergy, the govemipent would* as I am assured, have 
g^ned ftn yearly revenue «f fv^^ Pf fiYf h^ndred thou. 
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nnd {Kiunds sterfing. The number of clergy at that 
time in France was prodigious, as the following calcula- 
laiion will show.— -Forty*five thousand cures ; the samef 
number of vicars ; cathedral and collegiate canons, com- 
ptefaending the grand vicars, fifteen thousand; postulants 
and expectants, ten thousand ; old men retired from the 
duties of their profession, three thousand ; making in all 
one hundred and eighteen thousand men ; to which num- 
ber tnay be added, forty thousand monks, and about 
twenty«4lve thousand nuns: in all one hundred and 
^ghty-three thousand persons employed exclusively in 
the duties of religion, and supported by donations of va- 
rious kinds at the pubUc expense* 

It is curious to observe how effects sometimes change* 
Into causes, which produce other effects of a nature dia- 
metrically opposite to what firist produced themselves. 

A fervent zeal for religion, no doubt, was the cause of 
the vast accumulation of wealth belonging to the church 
in France ; and the ample provision made for ecclesias- 
tics of all denominations, was the cause of the vast num- 
ber that were of that profession : and there can be as 
little doubt that the great numbers of ecclesiastics, with 
that profusion of revenue for their use, contributed great- 
ly to the prejudice which took place against the clergy, 
and which has ended in ai coolness and neglect, not only 
of them but of the religion they teach. 

Every-possible effort was made by the clergy to turn 
M« de Calonne from his plan of attack upon them ; but 
as he persevered, the animosity of that body against him 
augmented every hour, and at length came to that de- 
gree, that none of them went to bis house. Among the 
other extraordinary things, therefore, to be seen in 
)Prance at this period, one was, the levee of a minister 
without a single ecdesiastic attending it; 

The ardibishop of Toulouse had long indulged the de- 
Mre of being minister. His hopes of success were chiefly 
fo^^ndedon the protection shewn to him by the queen. He 
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Iiad hitherto been disappointed, however, hf the smali 
estimation in which t^e king held his talents and chavao- 
ter. 

The abbe de Vermon was a. creature of the archhishcp 
of Toulouse. He had formerly been at Vienna, and, at 
the recommendation of the archbishop of Tpulouse, had 
been one of the queen^s instructors before she left th9t 
court, and had retained a considerable share of her confi* 
dence. It was through the abbe Vermon that the arch«> 
bishop had acquired the queen's favour. The same abbe 
bad always kept the archbishop in hopes of succeeding in 
obtaining the situation of minister, and now assured him 
that nothing could so much favour his irmbilion as the 
disgrace of M . da Calonne. He represented this as a for- 
tunate moment for the accomplishment of his wishes ; for 
the king, who was known to have a strong desire to ap« 
pease the irritated minds of the clergy, could find no more 
conspicuous opportunity than by choosing a distinguished 
member of that order as successor to their enemy. To 
this he added, that the great reputation of the archbishop 
9s a man of talents and a statesman, his weight in the as- 
sembly of the notables, with the protection of the queen^ 
would secure to him the situation he wished for in the ad- 
ministration, as soon as M. de Calonne should be dismiss- 
ed ; and therefore all means should be taken to incline 
the king to that measure, • whenever any pretext shoul4 
pflTer. 

M* de Calonne imprudently furnished one himself soon 
9fter ; for having perceived that the debates of the as- 
sembly made a great impression on the public mind, and 
hurt th^ public credit, bp caused a memorial to be pub-9 
lished in the kipg's name, and circulated with much pro- 
fusion, asserting that it was not true that the majority of 
the committees of the assembly of notables refused the 
demands of the king ; that the necessary previous discus- 
sions on those demands, which had taken place and 'still 
(;oi9 tinned, ought not to bp considered a^ 9 refusiili and 
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•diat it was evident, that th^ assembly intehded almost 
■unanimoosly to adopt the principal demands of his ma* 
Jesty, 

This assertion, which was not literally exact, and which 
it was improper to publish, if it had been ever so much 
to be expected, offended the majority of the assembly, 
and produced a violent jclamour against M. de Caloone, 
which being assi^ed by the queen, and by the kings 
aunts, whose piety made them take part against him as 
the enemy of the cleigy, at last the king determined to 
dismiss him. 

The archbishop of Toulouse was named minister ; but, 
to save the odium which would accompany his taking the 
identical place of the person he had undermined, he had 
another appointed to the otBtce of controller of the finance^ 
who performed the duty uttder his direction, as all the 
other ministers did ; the king, for that purpose, haviug 
conferred on the archbishop the title of principal minister* 

M. de Cftloiine thus disgraced at court, abandoned by 
the assembly of the notables, and unpopular in the na» 
tion, quitted France full of rage and indignation. 
. The assembly itself w&s soon after dissolved ; but the 
effects which the meeting of this assembTy had produced 
were not so easily effaced. During their continuance, the 
general topics of conversation a^l over France were very 
different from what they used to be* The immensity of 
the deficit, the prodigality of the court, the distressed 
state of the kingdom, were the prevaifing subjects of dis« 
cussion in all companies, and were treated with equal 
warmth and nearly equal volubility by both sexes. 

The abbe de Vermon and others had lamented these 
increasing evils, and had indicated the administration of 
the archbishop as the remedy. The remedy did not prove 
equal to the disease. The new minister condemned some 
of the measures of his predecessor, and so far the public 
went with him ; he proposed others to supply their place, 
but they proved as unjfNilatable as the former. Instead of 
iiegistering the decrees for his taxes, Ihe^liameot of 
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Parb remoDs^vted agunst them* The cry tot the t 
bling of the states-general became hnider and more gene- 
ral ; and people talked with more boldness than ever* If 
the goTemment, said they> cannot dispense with fresh 
succours from the people, neither onght it to dispense 
with asking them from those who, being ddegated l^ the 
nation, have the sole right to grant them. 

The notables, previous to their dissolutioa^ had recom* 
mended a land and a stamp tax, the edicts for which were 
aent to the parliament to be enregistered^ As it was fare* 
seen that the parliament would be averse to the first, 
which was to be an equal impost affetting those of its own 
members, who had been hitherto exempted as part of the 
noUesse, extraordinarj measures were thought expedients 

With a view of striking awe and producing submit* 
sion, by a display of pageantry intermingled with military 
parade, the minister prevailed on the king to sunmon a 
bed of justice. 

This measure would have bad a better chance of bnng 
successful before the sitting of the notables The discus^ 
sions that had taken place during those sittings, had heat-* 
ed the public mind and rendered the people more daring. 
The Parisians shewed more indignation than terror at the 
miKtary force which attended the king to the parliament. 
Monsieur; the king^ elder brother, though of that serious 
and reserved character which is generally so much diriik*^ 
ed in France, was received with applause by the peo{dey 
because he had dechured himself against M. de Calonne. 
The count d*Artois, whose disposition and manners hail 
more affinity with the national character, was insulted bjr 
them, because he had been considered aa his protector. 

It was expected that the parliament would not have Urn 
bddness to disobey the king^s orders pronounced by hia 
own lips. To advise- hie majesty to risk the experiment^ 
however, was no proof of the minister's prudence; . 

The parliament, dviven to the alternative of disobeying 
the king, or provoking the people, chose the former. Thia 
circumstance alone proipes, that the revokition ahceady w^a 
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ifOfiderftiUy adyaneecL Afttr having for agies exercised 
the right of sanctioning taxes, and having maintained 
the doctrine that this right belonged to them exclusivelj, 
the parlisiineqt now decUufed, that they had not the power 
of registering taxes which were not consented to by the 
nation ; and humbly demanded the speedy^ assembling of 
the states*^eneral. 

This unexpected declaratbn disconcerted the court, 
and threw the Parisians into transports of joy. 

It was imagined that nothing could have rendered the 
parliament more popular than this declaration. The mi-* 
nister proved that this was a mistakes for he at once 
brought a great degree of odium on the courts and raised 
.the popularity of the parliament still higher than it was 
hefore, by prevailing on th? king to banish them to 
Troyes. 

Popularity in France is more fluctuating and of short* 
er duration than in any other country. That of the par« 
liameat of Paris was very short-lived ; it was extinguish- 
ed by their doing in exile what they had refused in the 
captal. They were prevailed on to register a tax, and 
soon after returned to. Paris. 

A loan was proposed by the minister, and approved o^ 
by several members of the parliament This measure 
was to be decreed in the king'*s presence. The duke of 
Orleans protested agiunst some proceediogs dn this occa* 
ston. 

It was a new thing in France for a prince of the blood, 
not in actual rebellion nor at the head of an army, to op* 
pose the will of the sovereign. By some this conduct was 
imputed to conscientious motives, and by others to crimi*- 
Hal ambition. Most probably it proceeded from neither* 
The duke had been in England, where he acquired a vio* 
lent taste for the dress and some of the amusements of 
that country, particularly that of horse-racing, in which 
he obtained some knowledge, and was thought to have 
converted it to his advantage at his return to Prance. 
He had also been delighted with the opposition occasion^ 
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ally exhibited in the British padiament to the measures of 
govenuneat ; and his yanity was flattered with the idea of 
transmitting this practice, with other noveldes, to France ; 
thinking that, during the present tide of popular opinion, 
he might with personal safety lead that fashion. 

The duke of Orleans, however, was banished to one 
of his estates near Paris ; and two counsellors of the par- 
liament, who had spoken in support of his protest, were 
seized, and. sent to separate prisons. 

After the declaration which the parliament of Paris had 
made, there was very small probability that the public 
would be satisfied without the assembling of the states. 
The court, however, was exceedingly averse to this mea- 
sure, and used every device to evade it $ but it was not 
likely that what had been iittempted in vain under the di- 
rection of M. de Calonne, in times of less turbuiency, 
would be accomplished at the present moment by a mi- 
nister of less shrewdness and capacity. It was not in the 
power of the court to sharpen bis wit, or enlarge his capa- 
city ; but what was possible to do was done for him. The 
ardibishop of Toulouse was declared principal minister ; 
and encouraged by this new dignity, he formed a scheme 
which he hoped would enable the government to dispense 
with the parliament as well as the states-general. 

This scheme was to establish a number of courts of 
justice in France, and at the same time to create a grand 
court under the title of Cour p/entere, all the members of 
which were to be named by the. crown ; and the express 
purpose of this last court was to enregister the king^s e-^ 
diets. 

The edict ordaining this important innovation, with 
some others, was" printed at Versailles ; the whole being 
intended to be kept secret, until it should be laid before 
the different parliaments at the same moment in the be- 
ginning of May. 

There is no question that, if this scheme had been sub- 
mitted to, it must have had the effect proposed. The 
credit of defeating it has been generally attributed to M. 
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d'^Espifementt^ a member of the parliament of Paris» who 
bad die address to procure a copy of the intended edicts^ 
which he immediately communicated to that body, among 
whom they exdted great indighation and the spirit of re- 
sistance. It seems exceedingly probable, however, that 
they would have excited the same indignation and as e& 
fectual a resistance as soon as they appeared, although the 
publication had not taken place until the time fixed on by 
the minister. I cannot give the. same importance, there^ 
fore, that some have done, to M. d^£spremenirs disco- 
very ; nor do J think the policy of keeping the project 
secret wonderfully profound : for before the copy of the 
edicts was obtained, it was known that a paper was print- 
ing by orders of the administration at Versailles, instead 
of being printed at the usual press at Paris; that sentries 
were placed in the printing-chouse, to prevent those em- 
ployed from conversing with any other persons. Thos^ 
circumstances, with the mysterious conduct of ministers, 
could not fail to create a prejudice against the edicts, be- 
fore the nature of them could be known. Men are usual- 
ly more afraid of objects in the dark than in the liglit. 
Ordonnances, concealed if ith so much care, created, it is 
probable, more terror than ,if they had been published in 
the usual way without any air of mystery or concealment* 
Violent harangues were pronounced in the parliament a- 
gainst those edicts, and stronger insinuations were risked 
against the conduct of the minister, than had been heard 
in that assembly since the days of the Fronde. 

M. d'Espremenil became the peculiar object of ministeri^ 
al resentment, for having brought the project to light a 
little sooner tlian was intended. A lettre de cachet was 
issued against him ; he escaped from the exempt, and took 
refuge in the parliament, which immediately decreed that 
he was under the safeguard of the king and of the law ; 
and at the same time sent a deputation of their members 
to Versailles, with a petition to the king in favour of D^Es- 
premenil, and another member of their body against whom 
an order of arrest had been also issued. It was decreed 
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kt the same time, that the court shooU coatioue their nt* 
ting until the deputation, which oontisted of the firrt pre* 
sident and four counsellors, should return. 

They arrived at Versailles at seven in the evening ; at 
.midnight they were given to understand, that they could 
^ot be received by his majesty* And the next day a body 
'Of troops surrounded the hall of parliament, and no per- 
son was allowed to enter or go out At eleven in the mom-' 
Jng, an officer who commanded the troops entered, and re« 
quired that M. d^Espremenil should be delivered up to 
him. The whole court, answered one of the members, i» 
composed of Espremenils. 

The officer not' knowing how to proceed in circumstai^ 
ces so new and so delicate, retired, and sent a message 
for fresh orders. In this state things remained for the 
space of twelve hours, the parliament surrounded with 
troops, while a vast concourse of the inhabitants of Paris 
viewed the scene with indignation, and might, by the 
slightest incident, have been provoked to attack the troopc^ 
and begun a scene of mutual bloodshed and skughter* 

This was prevented by the prudence of M. d'Bspreme- 
nil and his friend ; who se^ng there was a determination 
in the minister to seize them, delivered themselves into 
the hands of the officer ; and one was carried to the state 
prison in the isle of St. Marguerite ; the other, M. Monsa- 
bert, to that of Pierre Encise. 

This open rupture between the court and the parlia- 
ment, while it tended to weaken the influence of each, 
fostered a third power which had not hitherto been pro- 
perly attended to by eith^, and has finally proved the de» 
structionofboth. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

tHsccnlenis^^ParUament rentotutraies^^Cmr Ptemere-^Sed of 
Justice ai VersaiUes^^Membets of the Partiament qf Parii 
protest-^Oertain Peers address ike King-^Mild Answer of the 
Ksng'^Other €ourt» imitaie the Example tflke ParUament xjf 
Paris^The Minister resigns^InHance§ of Bigotry and Per^ 
^M^timi'^Eefitetims. 

X^ the present disposition of the public, northing could bf 
iQore imprudent than giving a spectacle 90 Ukcly tp rouae 
indignationi as the sight of two magistrates in their r^be? 
carried through the streets by a military force ; and HjfxsA 
it passed without bloodshed ,before the ejes. pf a multi- 
tude ^ exasperated Frenchmeo is not the least extraordi* 
narj circumstance. . ^ 

But what seemed to have been prevented, as if by, mi* 
racle, on thi$ remaxkable occasion, was threatened qn many 
trifling occurrences afterwards. The hatred against th^ 
archbbhpp, wfs so greal^ that his name could not be ii|en* 
tioned^ nor. any thing that could be constrained into an 
alktsion to Jnm uttered, without exciting symptoms qf 
fury against him* ' , ^ 

The tra^edy^pf Athalie was advertised at the Com^di^ 
Fran^oise. It is. a religious piece; and many were sur* 
priced to fiqd the house crowded: but they understood 
the reason^ when theyrepollected, that there is a wicked 
prieat, who is also a &vourit;e at court, among the dramar 
lis persdnsB, and when they observed in what manner tb^ 
foUowing- verses which he pronouucos were appVi^ by the 
audience.*-^ 

. Qu^UpnQrlse ^^u h«^acd «n sapg viX salt verse ? . 
EsKe aux Rots a gVLtdei cette lente justice ? 
Leur 9uret^ souvent 4^pend d*UQ prompt supplice, 
K'aDoiis point let gtoerd^im&oifr'embarrdssaiit^ 
• l»f ^'^ultnreattti^ieettoaafWstptuaJknadiau 
To this it is aoswered, .. 

•Hi 4ao|, Malbfls t l>'um pr^tst est-oeka It fatogHgft ? 
And the whole hotiser«t6iinded Mriitb applause which wat 
VOL. ir. c * 
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followed by many curses directed against Mathan : and! 
nobody mistook who was meant by Mathan. 

The parliament, encouraged by. the spiiit which the 
people displayed not only at Paris, but all oyer the king. 
doQi^ so f^r from being intimidated hy theyiolent steps 
t^ken against them by the court» manifested moBe.courage 
ihap even. They prepared a remonstraorce to the king, 
on the violence of invading the seat of justice with armed 
men, the tyranny exercised in the seizure of two of their 
imembersy aftd the refusal of receiving "their deputation. 
They proceed to state their apprehensions of a design of 
overthroi^infg the established constituttort, in such terms as 
itbiivey an idea, that France was possessed of a very free 
and ' excellent form of government ; for they insinuate 
that there has existed, ever since the year 1771, a plan to 
overturn it, and introduce an arbitrary goverment in its 
Btead ; bu't thait the king's adthority would be rfespected 
only in proportion to its being regulated by law and 
equity. * - 

The parltatnent w'ere macli to be praised for doing all 
they could to obtain freedom to their country; but if they 
riequired ^o laote than she pbssessed in the yeair 1771, 
their demand was certainly too moderate. If the parna* 
ihent imagiited, that stoutly asserting that' the government 
had been fcrrmerly free would contribute td its being in 
future what thdy declared it to have fortnerly been, the 
kssertion wasdne of the most excusable, not to say laud^ 
&ble, deviations from truth, that ever was made by a body 
of men. 

The minister, in the meaittime, proceeded in his fa- 
vourite scheme of established the cour pleniere, which 
was to be composed not of lawycf s only, but alsaof per- 
sons of higher rank and^ other 'professions, and intended 
in many respects as a substitute for ,tbe parliament, par« 
ticularly in the;offiGe of registering the ikiog'ft edicts. For 
the formation of this court, a bed justice* was held at Vei*- 
sailles on the Sth of May^ to which the parliament of 
Paris was summoned, and attended accordingly. 
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'It «eemed peculiariy severe to ^e metitier^i lidtonl^ 
iobe cokidcmited to ruiti, but also to. be sumniotied t6 
lend a helping hand to their own destruction. 

This bed of Justice was ojf^en^d by a long speech from 
the king, in* which he accused ' th^ parliftnient of having 
deviated ffoni theii* duty, and interrupted the useAil 
operatidh^ of government' in id^riy instances, for a year 
past, and of haVing Encouraged the prdvihcial parlia- 
ttients to fdllow their* example; His majesty atdded, thai 
although he hild beed obliged to use some acts of rigouif 
to siome of their body, he did not intend to destroy his 
fKlrliatnent, but to bririg them within the limits of theii* 
original iniStitution, whidh they had greatly overleaped; 
He finished by giting a general ided of the new court; 
thendtuireof wiiich was more partifciilarly fexpljfined by 
M. de Ldmoighoti^ the kee^fer of the sei^s'; after which' 
the various ordiiiances were registered, ancf the king con« 
duded by a second speech, in which he eipre^^ed a hope 
that those meniber^ of parlidmetlt whom he had nbminat- 
ed to form part of the to\ir j^leniefe wotild by their fi- 
delity and obedience merit his favour, arid indtice Kim to 
call otheris of their body to that assembly ; adding, that' 
he was fully convinced that the new institution would, up-.' 
ori the whole, contribute to the good and piro'sperity of thd 
nation at large. 

If his majesty bdieired thi(ttH5s la^ bbs^fvation wouli 
have made those to whom it was addressed satisfied with 
a measure which was evidently hurtful to their o#n par-' 
ticular interest and impbrtaiic6, he nfrust also have thought' 
them more disinterested and virtuous than mankind iii 
general, ot eten thant that class whose peculiar duty atid 
profession it is to explain law and administer justice, are* 
supposed tb be/ . ' 

The kittgV speech wtDk heard iti silence. TthX ithirf 
silence implied disapprobation appeared early the follow^ 
iilg morning, when all the members of the parrl?ament, 
^ho were to compose the cour pleniere, drew np a pro-i 
Ust against the proceedings of the former day, in which 

c2 
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ikey dbclaim^ haviog given any 3tnclkHi ta UMm j and 
declaxed that they all decUnfd ,apy 9Cfa| in tba omv pW*- 
niere. , • ■ . 

Along with this protest^ a letter from a^x peep w^ de- 
livered to, the king, in which they expreaa t)iei,r sorrovf 
that UfXi altenop^ should have b^en made to subven %h^ 
fundamental principlea of the jgavernmeut; that .thej 
could take no part in the functions which the new court 
imposed on the peerage; and that they were proi^pted in 
this by zeal for the true intctrest of bis miyesty. 

It was to be expected^ that such a protest of the parlia* 
ment, suj^rted by such a letter from six pej^rs would 
have made the court either renouujce the whole scheme of 
the cour pleniere^ or else immediately bring forth those 
meansy which hitherto had been concealed from the pu)i«i 
YiCy on which they relied for making it effi^tual; the king's 
advisers must have thought the means they were io use. 
very powerful, since they had to oyeropme the resistance 
of the whole parliament and part of the peerage, the dis- 
approbation of the majority of the clergy, and that m^rk* 
ed aversion which had been shewn to the measure from the 
beginning by the public at larg^. 

A few hours after the parliamenCa protest and the peers 
letter had been presented to the king, that part of the par* 
liament which was to be of the cour pleniere was unen^ 
pectedly summoned by his majesty to re»assemble in the 
ball from which they had just withdrawn^ And when 
the king appeared in person^ all were persuaded that 
they were about to hear that the obnoxious measure was 
to be abandoned ; or, if they should be disi^ppointed in 
that expectation, they thought they would be so far gra« 
tified at least, as to learn what they bad tortured their in- 
genuity in vain to divine— -namely, what the resoufcea' 
were on which the minister depended for making it 
good. 

But after so much expectation and curiosity had been 
excited, every body was surprised to heav his majesty/ 
refloat, with little alteration or addition, what lie Jhad si6A 
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the day before, respectiftg his determinalion to carry the 
new ordinances' itito execution; immediately after which 
he dismissed the iissembly. 

The most probable conjecture that was made to ac- 
count for a scene which seemed so devoid of meaning 
was, thkton receiving the protest and letter, something 
had been resolved on by the court, which required to be 
directly announced to the parfiament ; and that after the 
members were summoned, the measure so suddenly adopt- 
ed had been as suddenly renounced, and the king obliged 
to meet them before a plausible pretext had been thought 
of for calling them together. 

Whatever may be in this, those magistrates met again 
{he «ame evening, and in a new address to the king con- 
firmed their former resolutions, and ordered the same to 
be printed and dispersed fill over the kingdom. The (oU 
lowing p^iragraph Vill give an idea of this second declara- 
tion.— \ \ 

* Nous declarons que nous persisterons jusqu^^ notre 
dernier soupir dans les arreies precedement pris par la- 
dite cour, et dans les principes y contenus."^ ♦ 

The king sent back to each of the six peers his letter 
with the following answer.— 

< Mon Cousin, pour ne pas vous marquer trop de d^^ 
plaidr de la lettre que vous m'^avez ecrite, je vous la ren- 
voie. Je veux bien ne Tattribuer qu'i un premier 
mouvement, et je vous prie d'y reflechir serieusement.*-f* 

Whether it was the extreme moderation of this letter, 
or some other consideration, that produced the effect, is 
not known \ but three of the peers withdrew their sup- 
port of the parliaments protest immediately after they had 
received the king's answer. 

* We declare thbt we will peraist to our last breath lb the protests al- 
xiea4j taken bf the perliamentft and in the ptfnel|>]es thej^ cenuin. 

f Mjr Cousin, — ^Tbat 1 maj not shew too much displctasure at the let- 
ter you have written to me, I send it back to jou. I am willing to im- 
pute it to a h^sty impulse^ and I desire you will re(:Qn8ider \X with {(U^n^ 
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In the meantime orders bad been sent to Paris, fat, 
clapping the kingfs seal upon the bureaus cQUt^ining the 
papers and archives belonging to- the parUainent| and foe 
locking them and carrying away the keys. , The other 
parliaments in the kingdom were also suspended froo) 
their functions, from hplding apy ipeetings, and from is- 
suing any. inemorials or. ipesolutions on public affairs. 

The court of Cha^telet, so far fropi Tbeing intimidated 
by, or showing obedience to thes^ measures and ordersj, 
after a long sittings published a declaration containii^g a 
protest in the i^trongest terms against thepa. This exam- 
ple was followed by other courts in the provinces. Strong 
symptoms of discontent wer^ manifested al( over the king- 
clom, which ended in insurrf^ctions in Brittany, Dauphi-. 
ny, Languedoc, and other parts. 

An hurricane of une^KampI^d violence, n^hich happen* 
0d on the ISth of July 1788, by its extensive devasta-^ 
tion in various parts of France, occasioned much private 
misery, in addition to the public disconteii^ which before 
existed. 

The minister, now archbishop of S.ens, being teiTifie4 
from holdinjg any longer a place which had produced to 
him so much inward anguish and outward odium, or re* 
maining any longer in a country where the eleiQents as 
well as the people seemed to declare against him, sudden* 
ly resigned, and set out with all possible expedition foi^. 
Italy. - ' ' 

It is said that he earnestly advised tbe king to replace 
M. Necker in his forme^ situation as minister of the fi-»^ 
nance. Whether this was true or not, it is certain that 
the archbishop^s friends ^ook great pains to spread the, 
report, with a View to render him less obnoxious to the^ 
people ; and it has even been asserted, that to this report 
the minist^ yras i^debte^ for ^ffeotipg a safe r^tce^l out 
of France ; as the people wer^ often disposed to stc^ and 
insult him— but desisted, upon being assured that it was 
by his advice that M. Necker was reappointed. 

This JTact will appear the more curious when it is K/^r^ 
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eoUeeted, that in the year 1573 a kingct FnneeUB&tfi 
an order to massacre all the Protestants in )ii«'iIoinin)bHfi,' 
and the order was obeyed with. alacrity by his Catholic 
subjects' in the capital and in some of the {yrotdnees. 

In 1598» the most aocompltshed of all th^ prinees was 
obliged to abjure the ProtesUnt religion^ to render him* 
self aceeptaUe to the French people. 

in 1680, the edict of Nantes in favour b£. the Ffotest^ 
ants of Fiance was r^vokedy and prodigiouip nusibei-» of 
the most. industrious- inhsbitantB were driven out of the 
kingdom by the. despicaUe bigotry of tbeir< grand mo. 
naroh and the furious zeal .of the people. 

Even so lately as the year 1768, the Pfotestant clergy 
were ^ecuted legally for the exercise of tfateir profession. 
One of the hJEime of Rochette was taken up for that crime 
at Montauban, and carried to Tojilouse, where be wae^ 
condemned and executed. Three brothers of the naine 
of Grenier, Protestants, of a noble family in Langu^oe,* 
having made some endeavours for the release of the mi* 
nister Roehette, when he was first taken up, were ap« 
prehended,' conveyed to Toulouse with him, and con- 
demn^d to lose their Heads; which sentence was put in 
execution. 

But the spirit of bigotry and persecution which pre* 
vailed in the south of France, particularly at Toulouse, 
i^peared in a still more shocking sliape, in the cruelties 
exercised on the unfortunate Calas family, as they are par- 
ticularized in tlie writings of Voltairp, and were proved 
before the parliament of Paris. 

. One example, among many, of the great and rapid al- 
terations that have taken place iip the public opinion with-, 
in these few' last years, is, that notwithstanding some of 
the instancea above mentioned occurred in the year 176S» 
yet in .the year 1788 a prime minister of France, the 
arcbbish<^. of that very Toulouse, found protection in 
travelling tlirough France, and was skreened from the . 
indignation o( the people, through the influence and po- 
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p^Mty of 9 tnim who wiu lEtOnoe a ftiniiig6r» a rBpiMo« 
ai»j and a faer(ftW« 

Any materinlaUevaticm in the opinions aad.pnytidiQea 
of a wboW nattpn toof much loagsr Ume /in focmer agca: 
tO( be brought about Siilo^ material akefation^ in. the 
pilbJioopUiionfi Qiaj9 for reaaona wJuch are bo abTioos that 
they need not be pointed out) be effieeted wilb infinitdyr: 
movp n^Hidity than beretoforev it is of mote importance 
now. than oyer for all gOYernmeiklSy particularly those of; 
fx^ $ouiitrieS|,to be alert in attending to these allevabanii' 
aft tb^y oequr) that they may be able in time to predado 
the mischiefs whidi arise from the current of public opi«: 
iHon bearing on& way, and the measures of goveitmient 
another ; for, to maintain trao(|uiUity, one of two tbingr 
mMSt be done : a minister-must either adapt bis measures 
to the public ojunton ;. or, which is a much more diflioull' 
t$Akf and requires very uncommon talents to aooompKsb^' 
be must turn round the public opinion in fiivour of liia 
measures-^which task, difficult as it is> has sometime ^ 
been performed with infinite ability and address. 

No minister of this stamp had appeared for a long time 
in Frcuic^. Th^ general sentiments of the nation had 
been flowing for several years in opposition to the nature 
of the existing goremmtot* Many ancient insUtutioOs, 
(established by power, cemented by craft, and Tenerated 
by superstition^ were now looked on as ridiculous, and 
complained of as oppressive. A few well-judged eonces* 
^ons and alterations, had they been made in time, might - 
have proved satisfactory, and restored tranquillity. But 
pld grievances remained unredressed, new sourpes of com- 
plaint were daily springing up, and such an aocumulatioii 
of discontent had b^en formed as obscured 'the political 
bemispbere, and tbrfsatened an approaching storm* 

The vessel of the state never was in a more shattered 
/BoocUtion, never was assailed by more violent stotms, and • 
never had been intrusted to a pilot less qualified for steer^ 
ing her through the sand^banlis 4^4 roc)(s among which 
j^l)e was inyolvedr 
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The arefafaishop 6( ToiAmMie, although he might have 
fotesetaail tbedangerahe had to encounter, before he 
toiok SQofa paiQB id iBupenede M. de Caloane, seemed jaot 
ta have dibb^teecdthem till atfter he was mtntster, and to 
have been deprived of all presence of mind at soon as thejr 
opened loins Tiew« . lie adopted measures equally weak 
and inconsistent. First he assuines an air of courage, and 
tries to striice terroi: by the parade of a bed of justice, and 
by basiishi^ the pariiament. He then recalls the parlia- 
ment, and seems disposed \d oourt and conciliate the mem* 
bers ; and immediately afterwards he quarrels with tbein 
again, saces two of their number, and sends them to dis-> 
tent prisons. But on finding that those rigorous measurei^ 
no way intimidated the pec^le, who still continued to re- 
sist, he himself became intimidated, and suddenly quitted 
the helm« The archbishop seems in point of courage to 
liaTe been sudi a minister as Ancient Pistol was a soldier 
^«^erce and swaggering to a yielding foe, but ready to 
fly from a Barbary hen^ if her feathers turn back in oajr 
ektw ^reaietance* 



CHAPTER V. 

Ejchihition in ike Slreet^M. Necher-^PoUtical Pampkleis^O^ 
pinions respecting the Number of Deputies of the Tiers-Eiat--^ 
Search for Precedents — Second Assembly of the Notables-^ 
French ParUaments-^The Notables give their Opinion — The 
States-General are constituted on a different Plan — The Mi^ 
nistet^s Motives for this* 

JL Hx hatred of the Parisians to their late minister, and 
their joy at his disgrace, appeared by certain exhibitions 
in the streets of Paris, which are characteristic of a French 
mob. Some of these scenes were of a ludicrous nature, 
and some faintly typify the wanton ahd atrocious transacn 
tions on the same theatre at subsequent periods. 

A number of idle people, having dressed the stuffed fi* 
gure.of a man i<k the r^%ot aii ^jrchbi^bop, carried \\ 
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through the streets in prooesskm to the place of exeeu* 
tion, where it was to be-publiely burnt ; and some, of die 
mob perceiving an ecclesiastic among the spectfitorsy lakl 
hold of him, called him Abbe Vermon'aod father oon^^* 
lessor to the archUshop, and having obliged faimtomimio 
the ceremony of confessing a condemned criminal^ they 
flirew the effigy of the minist^* into the flames. When 
the populace were preparing to repeat this pieee of mumn 
mery the next day, the military. were ordered to interw 
fere : the consequence was, that several peopb weie kill«^ 
ed and more wounded. 

. X!very incident that tended to irritate the minds of the 
people against the executive power was partieukrly un<( 
fortunate at this.time, when the states-general wereabous 
to be assembled. 

A considerable number of men convened together, with 
powers delegated by the nation at large, for the express* 
purpose of reforming abuses, naturally communicate cou» 
rage and a spirit of enterprise tQ each other ; and wherev 
many grievances are to be redressed, what was intended 
merely for the purpose of reformation is exceedingly like-, 
ly to be the cause of a revolution. 

The former minsters had foreseen this, and therefore 
used ev^ry art to precludcji ai^d afterwards to postpone,^ 
the convention of the states. The most effectual means 
would have been a timely reformation of the most oppress* 
ive abuses; but this had been neglected. Up measure 
was adopted for reforming any^^ until they were foijcedin* 
to this scheme for reforming all. 

The scene which had been acted in the streets of PariSj^ 
^t the execution in efiigy of the archbishop, was imitated 
in the provinces, wb^re various tumults occurred. Some 
Uood Mras sbec^ wd a general insurrection was dreaded % 
but tb^. replacing M. Necker in the office he had former- 
ly held, put an end to those aj^ehensions, and gave aa 
al.nost general satisfaction all over the nation* 
. M. Necker was a citizen df Geneva, bred a banker ; 
f\{|d lip th^t bu^in^ss at Paris he aooumulaited a very i^rg^ 
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fp;rtuDe, sust^ningthe tDbar|u:ter (^'8 mw pf'iiiH^gritj;^ 
Hi3 fortune enabled bimi ,and his inc)lAati(>iij: prompted 
MnivtoliFeina style at once, splendid and.h^spitlMilei 
his bouse was frequented by nipn pi rank and ^l^y m^qi of 
letters. His education, according to the custom of bia 
l?6^ntry, bad been u^ore of a lit^rMry. ni^pre tl;ian' it is 
usual in other countries to give to those who are bced 
to what is callied bii^ess ; be cukivated :hiis ta^te for 
letters in the intervals of bnsiness . ever after ; be was 
thought to }Mive just, extepMye^ and philosophical ideas 
pn the subjects of commerce and finance; to be an atib 
calculator, and indefatigati^le in business ; . jiiis. gretotest 
^n^mies have not be^p able to iqjnre bis reputation f«9 
probity. . 

At.a time wb(en the finances of Frmice were in gr^at 
disorder, it is not sprprising that i^ man of sudi t^ cb^i^aon 
ter, and so connected^ should be thought pf as a propei* 
person to regulate them : yet it has been asserted, that 
be owed his appointment to the office of director of the 
finance to the recommendation of M. de Pezay, who bad 
great influence with M. de Manrepas the prime n^inister^ 
find whose recommendations are said to have been some* 
times very expensive to obtain. 

This took place several years previous to the revolu^ 
tiop. fhe public had thp hjghjpst exp^c^tatiop froptbe 
measure ; for M. ^[ecker^s talents had ^een priused with 
|in exa^eration which the enthusiasm p[ ihp moment a« 
lone could have rendered credible. 

\{ any attempted to insinuate that the o£^0 was too 
high and confidential for a feu-eign^ri, a banker^ ^nd a he* 
retic, those very circumstances were retorted |ts proofs of 
the wisdom of placing him in it ^ for what flse, it was 
said, b^t the most superlfitive abilities could b^ive.made a 
JToreigner, a banker ,^ and a heretic, b^' thought of as mit 
nister of France ? 

Notwithstanding his situation, however, M. Necker 
had no immediate communication with the l^ing in. the 
yay of his oflic^, it being part of the duty, of M^ tfijj 
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boiirc^ifi tUe ^ontrdlet^gette^al of finatic^, to eotnuittnf* 
eate on diat'btisiiiess with his majesty : btit the superior 
knowledge o^M. Netker, dr perhaps the preTaiting opi- 
nion thatfie possessed a superior knowledge, was so mor- 
tifying to M.- Taboureau, diat he resigned his office i 
which placed M. Necker in the situation he earnestly de- 
(dred. 

Soon aftief'he had f)een appointed diriector-general, he 
suppressed the offices of intendants des finances, which 
were occupied by members of the king^s council. Th^ 
enefnies of M. Necker have asserted, that his only reason 
for this reform was, that he did not find those gentlemen 
Sfrffioiently convinced of his superior talents ; for there 
was nothing saved to the public by this reform, because 
the vahie of the places was paid to each of those gentle- 
men, and the interest of the money was nearly equal to 
the emoluments of the office. 

- 1M[. Necker, thus gratified in the desire of conimunicaU 
ing directly with the king on the business of his office, still 
found himself excluded from the council of state* His 
religion prevented his taking the oath exacted of all be* 
fore they could be admitted into that council. He did 
not relish this exclusion, and imagined that his credit 
with the public, and the need which he conceived the 
council had fot the lights which he could throw on their 
deliberations, would previCil on his majesty to dispense 
with the oath in his particular case. He therefore 
thought proper to address the king by letter, represent* 
ing the inconveniences which arose from his not being 
personally at the council, and requesting that be might 
pe admitted in future. 

M. Maurepas had been for some time displeased with 
*!• Necker. He represented the request as arrogant; 
aDd to M. Necker^'s astonishment and mortification, in- 
stead of being admitted into the cabinet-council, he was 
dismissed from the administration. 

- However surprised he and his friends were at a dis-* 
grace so unex^cted) he did not lose the hope of being 
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fiOQH t^iiMaXiitfd in his oSSm t and hb £rieDds'imd»idiiiir. 
^rsy 0C,vfc^oh be. hdd a grriH; number^ neverceated aagert, 
i|igi|h9ti);j^e<iraA'<»%ly oneuMinJa Fruioe capable of re2> 
e^ljvbll^ngttfa^ fiaancea'aod Icfmquillitj of tbat country; 
HQd M^^Qokei: was tltatmab. 

The cQe4i»Cto£ M. Neckei^a aucetfisorB did not |)rov« 
tbat the firdi.cliiitte f^ this a^aertioawaa fidse; 90V did 
hb own eondact after he vaa rdiiBtatedisifaia office, pvwe 
tbat the lait dauae was, tnle«^ I£ the man in ^fuestion 
really ei(iis(9, U0foi:tuoattdy for^Franee be baa not as jet 
been discovered. . .;! ' ■ . 

A laboured work on the subject of French finance was 
the fruit of M. Neoker'^s' vetieat, and the meane which he 
thou^t mimi likely to bribg about his recal ; which, 
however, although thia work threw new light on die state 
of the. revenue^ developed hia own plaq of ledonomy, mid 
was gready relished by the pixblic, did not take place un^ 
til the retUQftt of tlie lacichbishop of Scns^ as mentiofied 
above, which was three years after the publication of M« 
Neeker^s wof k. 

One of the first acts of Mi Neckei's administration was, 
recalling the exiled magistrates^ and reestablishing the 
parliameuta in the exercise of their fonotions. He was 
also determined upon the popular measure of assembling 
the states-general ; but whether he was decided in his' 
mind aa to the mode of their being constituted or not, be 
seemed at least to have the appearance of deliberating on 
thatpcnnL 

The pdblic mind had been for some Ume kept in con- 
tinaal agitaUon with political discussions in general, and 
OB this in particular. The presses all over France pour- 
ed forth political pamphlets without number, in the greiit<< 
er part <^ which the. abuses of government and the fkults 
of administration were enumerated with exaggeration. 
These writings, like mcist political pamphlets, were high^ 
ly praised, and represented as irresistibly convincing, by 
all who were of the writer^s ojnnion, before they read 
them. The praises were so loud,, and so often repeated^ 
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ihatmflk^y "wbo never ticford Jthbugbt 6n ^iMHil dufe 
j^ta» andijume who hfbd long renouneid tfaie 'pfinxAite of 
i^ading bnjranjr subject, wereindnisecl to '|>idtu^6''th^tn 
,ii^i.th avidiij:; Pditios becdm^ the udiverdtft t^pie of eom 
versation, and political pamphlets ti^6 fashtoflfabfe study) 
it expended! to botb^^ttxe^. aivd to every coDdition. Novels 
lay meglected^ like isermons^ on the shelves of the bdok-s. . 
&eU9i«; and the nlanufaottnrer Buspended that kbouir 
irhich was to procure his dinnefr, that he might finish the 
essai sur libs privileges^ and be aUe to linswer this import-i 
ant question, qu'est-ce que le tiers-etat ? 
, The effect of these luoubriitions Hvas, veiy oftefn t6 make 
people complain. of oppres^i^ which they Bad never' be* 
fore felt, and. view those- with hatred whom they had be-' 
fore regarded. with love and respect. 

Jn,some of the publieations it was proposed, that the 
representatives of Uie •tiers*et8t^ at the assembly of the 
$tates, should consist of a nomber equal to the, noblesse' 
and the clergy^ 

Some people thought this of little importaii^ee; biMsanse' 
^hey believed that the a£(semblj^' would vote by orders, and 
Bot by individual voices ; in which case tlic tiers, what*' 
ever their number was,' would have but one vote. 

Others on the contrary thought it of conmderable im-^ 
portantce^ ^ven althongh it should be decided that the 
three classes, of which the 6tates«genetal werief to consist^ 
should vote by orders; because, in a variety of cases 
which might occur independent of voting, the influence of 
i^ix hundred deputies might carry points in the assembly, 
when that of three hundred would have failed« 

But it was not vei'y difficult to foresee, that, if it were 
once det^mined that the tiers-etat should consist of twice 
a^ many deputies as either of the other two orders, that 
determination would in all probability prove also decisive 
of the other question, of the maDner in which the states 
should vote: for, on the supposition that all the three 
orders consisted of the same number of deputies, the no« 
blesse and the clergy joining,- which it was natural to 
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l^mk tkc^i»0ald do^ would be abte to ekrty ivery queft^ 
tion agunsi the tierft ; wJiereas, if the hitter consist^ of 
douUe tfi« number, they, with a small addition (tota the 
loiher twb ofders, whieh they were certiiin of haTing, 
wo^ carry' evei^yqdestion against them r and it obulfl 
not be^dobbted, ihat they would begtti by securing Ch^ 
great aqd important pointy that th^ adsembly should ndt 
Tole by orders, bat by individual votee. It was A matter, 
therefore, of the otnott importance, ivdiat number of d^ 
puties. the iyrd. order should be divcic^tod to 'send to the 
aasembly o£«the states. 

Mi Necker, finding the public impatienee for tb^ te^ 
eembUng the state&'general to increase every day, appoint^ 
ed certain persons to search historical registers, aAd make 
a report respecting the ^lan^ and. forms t}iat«l|ad been otxt 
served in .oonsUtutingrthd assembly of the states on form*' 
er occasions. 

A rq>brt was nuttle acfaordingly ; but it was ' not deem- 
ed of sufficient authority by M; Nieker for any meastird 
to be. founded on it. Some have asserted, that the true 
reasoii of this report .ni>t being poblisbed or acted on was,* 
that no ihsDanci. was discovered of the* tiera having depute 
ed B double number to the astembly of Che states-genefaL 
M. Necker, therefore^ prevailed on the king to convene 
the notables, and take their opinion on this very deli-* 
cate subject. They were .summoned,' and they assera- 
Uecl accordingly ; but before the notables bad given any 
formal ojMaioni oh the subject^ the parliament of Paris, 
which h^i beto so' lately restored to the ezeitoise of its 
functions, took aetcp which surprised many, was direct-^ 
ly in oppoution to the conduct which had occasioned the 
banishment of the members, and which ruined them for 
ever wiih tfae. popular party. They passed a decree, or- 
daining that the states sbouid be constituted in the satire 
aoanner they .had beenriii the year 1614, when the tier»*r 
etat had about tbd same number of representatives with 
each of the other two orders. 

The various parliaments of France, particfularly. that of 



Digitized by 



Google 



48 viJMrQPtM - 

Pans, bad on certain occasi^As^ mhm ^arnoitat win 
neak, refused to enregi$ter thft kingfi «dictiy' and iheiebj 
conveyed an ide^ that their sanction .'Wasnecesaai^ to giw 
tbeip force. Tbii^ was usurpiog a iihar0 in the «le^fai|lq« 
irhich it wa« neyei* intended tbej abwld .pos«eai$ Nit in 
vhicb they had bi^en supported, by the peojiley beteuae 
|be remonstrancea of the. parUainenta i^nat bppreattP? 
taxes and other oppreasiona bid oceasionalfy. pvolred) a 
check on the arbUsrary power of governmebt. : , - . 

These lawyer)i» therefore^ who bought their oiBeeaia 
the parliament, had wrought themselvrBS into an import- 
ance which it wa&.not originaUy intended. they should 
have ; and although ihey. formed, a peculiar speeiejB of tiriv* 
tooracy between the commons and thetictUesae^ ibey were 
aU that the people of France had for their represen^Tea, 
and their only defence against the injuitioe and. jrapacity 
of ministers* 

The parliament of Faris^ on the pteaent'Occaaion, ibay 
have been afraid of the consequence of the vtiers hiding 
a double number of representatives, as a measure wluch 
might diminishaheir-own power ;. bnt .it is probable that 
they were prompted to this meascnre by lim mflnence.of 
the notables, with a view of rendering their own decisiba 
more palatable to the pnblio. Without this supposztion^ 
it seems highly improbable that the parliament would have 
ventured^to decide a point of this nature, while it wua ae* 
tually under reference to the notables. If, however, thtit 
decision had been in favour of the double number eiaim^ 
ed by the tiers, there is no question but that their con<^ 
duct would have been praised by the puUicas bigMy be-^ 
coming, instead of being decried as impertinent and 6SU 
cious. 

In the meantime the notables continued their detiber* 
ations. They were divided into different bureaus or eom^ 
mittees, as on the former occasion* The committoeiaf 
which mottdeur was president decided, by the majority of 
a single vote, that the third order diould delegate doobi^ 
the number of members* All the other committees, and 
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there were^ten or a dozen, decided that' th^ ddrd ordeif; 
should ooljr have an equal number.* ' .* ' • ' > 

After the noUbles had pronounced thehropinioiis inisorl 
decisive a manner in favour of the noblease and jdergyi: 
It was io be expected that the minister would direct the 
states to be. constituted and t6 assemble aeeordiDg to. tile 
rule which: the. court, to which, be himself- had referred, 
the maMe^, had recominendidd.; for nobodjr could have i*^ 
magined.thatthe'prineipal persons of the nathin WQuld' 
havefaeenfcnrmfdlyassembledf and their adiirioe aabad oiif 
purpose to leject it. 

Their advice wm rejected however: the kio^^i pmcSiM 
nation, by which the states-general were ordered tto #ber 
oonstitutol.and assembled^ iBp|)oihted that theiiumbcli<of 
the. deputies from the tiers»«tat should be equd to tkal.qf^ 
thd two others united. i 

People were much at a loss, to account for M. NeckerV 
motive for a conduct apparently so inconsistent. * 

' Some assert that, wfaenM. Necker summoned the^ not^ . 
ahles, he really wished the business arranged in the man*, 
ner he was convinced they would determine^ by recbm-' 
mending only an equal number of deputies to the tiers »^ 
but that after they had given their opinion, he wai^as* - 
sured that, if that method was adopted, it would ruin hi^> 
popularity for ever. On this he made hia famous report. 
to the ooundl, on which the proclamation above me«l»m- 
ed.ioisfounded. 

- Others have suspecti^,- that his herring the* questioa, 
to the notables^ fHablishing tteir opinion,, and then de*^ 
ciding in opposition to it according to the wishes of the^ 
p£ople, was a contrivance to raise his popularity to the 
greatest possible height, by demonstrating^ that the opinion 
of the greatest men in the country was cif Httle weight 
witli him in eomparismi with the desire of the people, 
fiut this is assigning a dc^ee of dissimulation and du^^ 
' .' ♦'. 

* During this lecond aftembly of notables, the duke of Odesns sfldoqpf 
appeared at Versailles, and never presided at the cominittee of which he 
was president. 

VOL. IV. 1> 
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ptkity to M. Neckav tdnoh «t no time bel«ag«d *» Im 
character. It must haveoecarr«d ^ him» hawoftty tkat 
be had little qbonoe of ever tsKpnting great inflaeaoe with 
. tfaenoUeBie, the majority of whom deipbed him «n ae* 
ooutit of • iris Urtfa, mere than they aifaiiiied htm lor hia. 
tafents or integrity. He had at little dmnce of beomning 
a fopourite with the dlergyy who hat^ him oo acoiunt of 
bia pirtiookr veUgion, move than diey >eate8me(l Jdm tat 
hn geciend piety : but by angmeiitkig the power of the 
tierflMBtat, and diaa attadiing then to bitu, be might «x» 
pect to insure his own, and be enabled to do ail the good 
he intended, and acquire idl the reoowA wbieh hit ambi* 
tion dfesired* 

The notables gave their <leeision in the nmntii of De- 
cember 1988^ M. Necker towardt the cad (rf* the aaoM 
month laid his report before the council, cenoermng the 
sametttligect oa which the netebles had previoudy giwn 
their opinion. In this i«port three questions are stated 
fdr the connderation of the cdnncil : the irtt legardi the 
manner Uk whid the deputiet were to beelected ; the to- 
cond, the number of whidi those of the thiid order dmuld 
consist ; and the third question was, whether each oider 
should be obliged to choose tlie dqiuties horn thm own 
class, or might elect them from aH tks three. M« , 
Necker'^s report was a laboured rcaaoning on these thvee 
questions, eii of which he dedded difbientiy from the 
notables : the second question is by much the tnosiim- 
portant; and the chief objeot of 'M, Nepker it to pnove 
the expediency of the t&rs having double the number of 
deputies. 

This report, haTing been approved by the council, waa 
poblished at the beginning of 1789* All Europe weie 
certainly surprised, that a measure, which many foresaw 
would operate so powerfully against the crowiiy diould 
harre been recommended by t^ hinges moiitter, and ap- 
proved of by his council ; yet M. Necker said, that in 
this he only followed what be cdled k bruU saurd de FEu^ 
ropt. 
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til At it W9S tbe general de^ir^ itf tbff tierMtot tli6i«8d?«i s 
Mid th^ir deair^f be dddfi* must he coQaidered «i tb9 d^ 
met of tlie mtioii. This «ee«i» rtther bard «a tbe nf^ 
UeflM tad fllorgy, who had b^ep upouatamed to eonfidi^r 
themselves as a very considerable part of the nattioiU 
Hhey ware now informed that tbfir imf^i^tam^ W48. near- 
ly gop^ Ai^d that the best way of retamng a Utile would 
be to amalgaimate themselves with tha geMval aaaia of tba 
fBople^ Soma of thwx took tbe hint vwf soqq aftaiv 
Hiurds. 

Another of M. Necker^s reasmi, as little flattering for 
the noblesse and clergy as the fenner» was, that by cas- 
ing a great pumber of dcfiotaes fixw the titra» a greater 
quantity and variety of knowledge useful to govemoiettt 
would be concentered, than by the same number of depfHk-' 
ties from either of the other two orders : but tm if he had 
bf^n afraid that it might be suspected that he meant to 
insinuate, that the thind order of the state had the supe- 
norily in every kind of knowledge, that they even excel- 
led the noblesse in polite accomplishments and the bi- 
shops in divinity, he qualifies the assertion by particu- 
larizing Qommeree, manufactures, agriculture, with the 
knowledge of finance, and of the properest measures for 
eupportiog public credit, as the beancbes in which the 
tiers excdled* 

He next admonishei the third order to use the power 
which is to be devc4ved to them with prudence and mo- 
deration, and by no means ever to think ci making 
use of it to force the assembly to decide questions by 
individual votes, but always by their different orders. 

M. Necker must have ideas very different fpom what 
ere generally rec^ved regarding the efficacy of advice, 
mid the manner in wfatcb newly-aoquired power is nsoaiiy 
exercised, if be really expected that the third order would 
net with all the moderation he so wisely advised. What 
rendered this the less to be expected was, that this order 
considered themselves as having been for a long period 

d8 
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erf time very scuryily ttsed by the two others, and m%ht 
therefore have been suttpeded of being disposed toafldulgt 
in retftlifttion ; espe^staUy as the Ghristian religion, and the 
divinepreceptof doing good for evil, seemed to make jess 
impression than ever on the minds* of the French nation 
-at this period ' . n 

> M. Necker proceeds to assure the king, that be will on 
the vrhole be- a gamer by the diminution of hiis ownr powet 
and the augmentation of that of the people. In the 
language of philosophy he tells the monarch, * La satis- 
faction attachce ^ un pouvoir sans limite est toute d'imai^ 

gkiatiott. ^\^otre majesty, en s^entOurant des deputes 

•deia nation, se d^iivre d'une suite crudle d'incertitudes 
et de balancemens, de defiances et de regrets, qui doivent 
&ire le malbeur d'un prince, tant qu^il demeure s^isible 
iu bien de P4tat et i I'amour de ses peuples/* 

This ajqgument to persuade a king to abrit^ his power, 
bemuse of the solicitudes which attend it, however inge- 
nious and just it may be, is not more successful than the 
common one against riches.' Men have been long tolii^ that 
money is the root of all evil, and that heaping up riches 
is heaping up care. Nobody disputes, the truth of the 
maxims ; but nobody gives away money, on purpose to 
be relieved from care: on the contrary, we see men of 
immense wealth, whose only pangS' and vexations in life 
arise from money ; yet, like the man who put a serpent 
in his bosom^ they hug it, although it stings them, and 
the more it stings them, they hug it the more. 

The argument is seldom used, therefore,, in the hope 
of prevailing on people to resign their riches voluntarily ; 
it is only applied to those who by some accident have lost 
part of their fortune, to console them for what cannot be 
helped ; and in this sense M- Necker'^s reasoning must be 
understood— not as intended to persuade the king to give 

* The pleainre of unlimited power le iniag!n«i7. ^7 surrounding your 
person with the national deputies^ yoa will be freed from mueh anxiety 
and BoUcitude, and many, of thofe sourees of regret which create the un- 
hoppineis of every prince endowed with eensibility for the good of the 
itate and the lo?e of his subjects. 
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up p^wer wMdi he oouU keep, but ta comfort him under 
the loss of what he oould not retain. 

M. Necker concludes with a suppoisition of the ppsnbi- 
lity that the tiers might not act with all the moderation, 
that was to be wished ; in which case be mentions, as his 
lest advice, a measure iirora which it is difficult to ima- 
gine that any great comfort could flow. < Cependant,^ 
continues he, < si*une difference dans le nombre de de- 
put^ du tiers-etat devenoit un sujet ou un pretexte de 
disoorde ; si, pur des vues particulieies, on cherchoit, k 
ksser Phonorable Constance de V. M. ; si votre volontc, 
sire, n^ctoit pas suffisante pour lever ces obstacles ; alors 
quel conseil pourrai-je donner a V. M. ? Un seul, et ce 
seroit le dernier, celui de sacrifier le ministre qui auroit 
eu le plus de part ^ votre deliberation.' * 

As this last measure could reokedy none of the mischiefs 
supposed to be done by the advice which the minister had 
prevailed on the king to follow ; and as it will appear of 
small importance in the eyes of most people, it is a little 
surprising that M. Necker ipentions it with so much em. 
phasis. 

Sensjible that bis influence in tbe cabinet depended on 
Ms popularity, and believing that his popularity would be 
ruined, if the favourite point of a double representation 
of the tiers was not carried, he persuaded the king into 
that measure ; y^t it is not difficult tp perpeiye bis fears^ 
lest a bad use should be made of i(, breaking through bis 
reasoning in its favour. 

Hb ambition lulled hi^ fears, and tempted him to risk 
9II the evils whjch threatened, but which his vanity made 
him believe he had ability to overcome. Had he foreseen 
with certainty half the mischiefs that were the conse- 
quence of that pleasure, no consideration could have pre. 

* NevcrthelcflSy if a diflSerenoe In ^ number of deputies of the tiers* 
etat becomei a lubject or a pretence of discprd ; if, from private viewa, 
thej tried to tire your Ynajesty*! comtancy ; if your will, lire, should hot 
be sufficient to remove these obstacles ; what advice can I then give to your 
majesty ? Only one, and it shall be the last,— namely, to sacrifice the mi- 
mitur who has had the. principal sharrin advisinj^ you to thia pleasure. 
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ttikd on M. N«dcer to sdviae it; for be UnquealioMibly 
had the prosperity of the French nnlim tiooetely at htarC^ 
^hift greatest ombitioa wm tb be Che instroment of it. 
Although bom a r^ubliean^ he itob of opiaioii that H 
fi^puUiean fonn of gorenlinent aeithei^ ioited the extent 
^f the Frendi empire, noi* the diaraeter of the Freneh 
people. He wea the friend of libarty ; but thou^t fib» 
^oidd be sure of a perawnent tad happ j reiidenee in 
France under a limited mcmarchioal form of government 
only ; yet his oondact immediately before the asseiiiblifll^ 
of the statds-fie^eraly and for some time afterwardsi haa 
been thought to have grieatly contributed to the disstnie^ 
tion of monarchy in France, and to the establishment of 
H republic which hitherto seems of a more terrible nature 
than any government that ever was knowui iiiasniuch as 
k seems to combine all the tyninny of which rfepublicans 
liccuse monarchy, with all the anarchy of i^hich thp frienda 
pf momircby accuse i^puUics. 



CHAPTER VI. 

jTAe NoUHiy qf Great Britain and Irdand^The NiAlemqf 
France. 

JLHB deputies to the states-general b^ing elected were, 
in the terms of the king^s proclamation, to assemble at 
Versailles, and the assembly was to be Opened on the 6th 
pf May 1780. 

.The public at large expected the redress of many grievr 
^ces, and the reformation of many abuses, from this as-» 
sembly ; but as the noblesse and clergy enjoyed many 
privileges and immunities at the expense of the tiers-etat, 
}t may easily be imagined that a number of those would 
^^ar abuses in the eyes of the latter, which were te^ 
garded as wise institutions by the former. 

The privileges possessed, and the superiority assumed, 
by the noblesse of France over the inferior orders, w^re 
^Ipyils pf gioeater |nagnit}ide t|ian t^ey pay seem to those 
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nuike OB tbe mimh of tbmr covatryincnit 

Tlifl pttoMfedcy Md dtitinaioii^ which the Mjbitit|r 
wjof i« <K)filiti(Ki sDcMfty i» EtigbiBd i^pre novw fdbaed, 
sadist lAmitfrogiitttdtafid thertibve afescldamoiriMrar 
«tsancd»; but alMys granitd^ 

When the peerage it pdotaeid by perioiifcaE truly greet 
and ainieble chameierei wbick Aoitoetinge h9ipp*iiir» all the 
worfaisrepleaied to see honours ee et^H bestowed* Wheo 
ikm lenreiee is the oase^ Uiose who etfbrd the emnple ge*. 
nerdly have the pritritegeeand dbrthuthiiis of the peerage 
so cruelly counterbalanced by other moral and pbymal 
drooiBBtaiiaesy tlnat a» ^ whole they are fair from being 
the obgeeta of eiity» 

It has bee« «SBertad^ tb«t those Brhish peers who ibrm 
^auaapk»4iit the first alterniStive were not bora to tbepeeN 
ag^ but obtained it on account of their distanguiriied mr*. 
nl^and Ihcrefbre fbroi na exception to the pemkioUs ef- 
ftet of hereditary botioiifs. But there is more satire than 
tmtb in this. obserTation ; fee^ after idi that ean be alie. 
ged ef tlie torpor which the certainty of enjoying honeuiv 
able dtttiaction ind^ndent of personal merit may tbitow 
on the mind, there are instances of men born to tliefaigh<- 
eat titles and greatest fortune, who nevertheless hare add* 
ed losUe to their ooontry and to human nature by tke 
flwst powerful virtuous exertions* 

The privileges of the British nobility, when compared 
with those of the nohbsseof France before the Hevoiui- 
tion^ will ingienerai be found at once more vidliable and 
less invidious : they are ascertained by the known laws of 
the land, fully understood, and, for the most port^ cheen- 
lidly acquiesoed in. 

The most important of those privileges consists in the 
Wreditary -diarre they have in the legislature ; not ni their 
fbrming a part of the pageantry of a court, or in having 
Ibeir Unds exempt from taxation^ 

Thosjpeers of 6r^ firi^in are few in number. The 
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{ieerqgelicisg confined to the fierson idbo iMslbepttentf 
and not passing to more tlukn one of hU descencbals, the 
brothers and sons of a peer, whether baron» earl, or duke» 
are oommoneES. This ndturally lorms a strong connec- 
tion l>eiween the peers and coainions* which & cq^istiuiitly 
cemented .by intermarriages, by friendship, by the reci* 
procal power of being of service to. each other, and of 
course by mutual attentions and goQ4 offices. 

So. great a portion of the commons of Great Bcitmn 
being connected by these various bonds with the. peerage, 
should ever the privil^s of the latter be attacked, a strai^ 
phalanx of the former would immediately appear in their 
defenc^ 

The situation of the French noblesse, with reqpect to 
the commons, or, as they call them, roturiers, was very 
Afferent. The privileges of the former were in many in* 
stances vague, unascertained by positive laWj^ and depend* 
ing merely on ancient usage. * 

The importance of a British peer, and the oonisideralioa 
in which he is held at court, particularly by the minister^ 
depend in a great measure on his influence and popularity 
in the country. The importance of a French noblemaii 
d^nded entirely on court favour, and dirindled into no^ 
thing at the frown of his sovereign. 

A British peer, therefore, has a strong motive to cuki« 
yate the good-will of all the inhabitants around his estate | 
whereas a French marquis or duke had no motive but the 
sentipfients of benevolence and hun^anity, to behave with 
attention and kindness to the peasantry. Motives of that 
m^ure were no doubt sufficient with many ; but the infe- 
irior orders of mankind always were, and always will be, 
treated wit(i mo|re regard by th^ir superiors, when they 
have something in their power to bestow in retprn, than 
when that is not the case;, 

The noblesse of France iver^ not Icigislators, nor did 
they form a court of law in the last resort, as the pe^ra 
of Great Britain ; but they had the right of appointing 
iudges for the decision of both ^rimin^l and p ivil cayse^ 
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9in theilT' oyrn domains, as wdl as other invidious privb^ 
*lege8Wbich,havebBeii. long abolished in England. It i« 
believed by many people in this country, that the lands 
of the pf^lesse were entirely free from taxes. This is a 
mstake; t|iey are subject to the vingtieme, which, as 
there are thre^ is equivalent to a diiUeme and a half ^ 
the noblesse also were subject to the capitation ; but as 
they certainly were fff^kam the taille, and had man^ 
advantages in other respects a% welt as in the article of 
taxatiojo^ this tended to render them unpopular and odious 
to their fellow-subject^ who did not enjoy the same pri* 
vileges. 

. . Jjetters of noblesse were not very difficult to be ob^ 
leaned in France ; and when obtained, the same dignity 
and all the privileges were transmitted to all the descend* 
aiitf» of the person ennobled* 

Th^y were by no means, it is true, considered as on a 
footing with the ancient nobility; biit they immediately 
entered into the possession of every odious privilege, which 
they were apt to exercise in the most odious manner. The 
consciousneas of belonging to an ancient and honouriU>le 
family, and the respect that is spontaneously accorded to 
those who enjoy that advantage, preclude all jealousy or 
solicitude on the subject, and in general render their be* 
haviour natural and polite; but new and unaccustomed 
dignities often inspire weak minds with a disposition to 
display supercilious airs and a ridiculous deportment to^ 
wards those whom they thea consider as their inferiors, 
and from whom they are jealousi of a Want of respect, be* 
piuse of their latip equality* 

Something of this kind is observable even in England^ 
particularly in the wives of uew.created baronets, and the 
families of new^reated peers ; but in England airs of this 
kind are received with such contempt, and sometimes re- 
pelled with such severity, that they are seldom assum-, 
ed. 

But the exuberant plantation of noblesse in France wa% 
fQ «}^te(i.siy^9 an^ ^)^9 branches som^ti|n^;i (o f 3^trayagi|Q| 
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0oA cuttib^tsomey thst it teiid^ to -ehoek And ctepvygu tlw 
nutural and most useful regetslion of ^ ml ; ^ hr dtol* 
country theA^is of superiority, whieb;t]|6 tHoii pMilatt 
part of the nobility were apt to aasmne, were moredtiteiflt 
to repress, and were apparent irt eirery places lEv^A ittf lilii6 
taUe of the ckiten, the deportment. of ttoAiatonfr le c6llil« 
or marquis often reminded the enteftaifi^of At hotadut 
done him by their condescei^iag t^ aooept lof bis eiiter^ 
taimnent. The smile of protection, tb^ proud poHteness, 
the gesture, the tone, and a thousand eireumstances^ nuif k* 
ed the vast distance that was coneeiYed to be between 
them, and told him as distinctly as any language, thali alv 
though he had dug a fortune from the dirty mines of earn- 
merce, he mutt still preserve a siavishf dilbmidsioti in t^ 
company c^ gentlemen. The lowest of the tioMess^ dis* 
claimed all connection with the highest returier ; no ooi^ 
dial bond of union, no reciprocation of good offices, no 
friendship, could subsist between the two ranks. They 
were two distinct plaiiets, one of which disdained to be eon* 
pected with, or influenced by, the motions of theoth^f ( 
the interval between them being filled with an ataaosphere 
of repulsive particles which kept the two spheres asunder9 
and prevented their moving harmoniously ia the nolo 
system. 

The comparative moderation and unassuming behaviour 
aliservriile in the British nobility towards thejr fellow 
citizens, is not to be imputed so much to any original difl 
ference in their disposition from that of those of the same 
caat in France or other countries, as to the government 
and customs of England, which do not tolerate that degree 
of insolence that was formerly displayed with impunity in 
France, and still continues in other countries in Europe : 
fer although we s^ men in this country of high rank, 
who take as warm an interest in the general rights of theif 
countrymen, and in the maintenance of the British oon^ 
stitution, as in any private rights of their own— men who 
kave such a horror at oppression that tio degree of power 
<NHild ir^ender them tyrannip^*— ^et we ar^ not certaip t)ia| 
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efdftn tliesv meki woold have potteiied Ah degme oTeqidtjrt 
if they hft^ ndt been eductited under lni|)avti«l kws* 

The: UsiMi effbck of a tytwemieiil add partial gorehinmit 
is t6 fender flie po#erful unfiading, and the weak ab^ccCi 
* Les eadxves^^ toys Rouneau^ < perdent ttiut dmift leur 
sertitlide, jtisqn^ui detb d^sn sortir ; cooune leg eompag^ 
mm d^UliBseainKiieiit leur abriitisienieiit** t 

That this natural eflebl did not continue td operate in 
France, was owing to the numerous writings which have 
appeared in the language of t&at country, and particular* 
ly those of Rousseau hUnseU; Those writings, in which 
the debasing influence of despotism and the happy effects 
of liberty Ulcere exhibited in the most glowing language^ 
il^ith other irtciderttal causes, cokitihuing to act on the heat^ 
ed and elastic minds of Freiichinen, at last oveft^me all 
compression, and produced an explosion of wide and ku 
inentable devastation. 

To arrest the ruinous effects of this, and prevent other 
events of the same nature^ requires more wisdom and de*. 
licacy than any thing which ever engaged the attention of 
those who are intrusted with the government of the di& 
flbrent liations of Europe. 

The embers of this eruption, which have teen thrown^ 
toft example, on a soil fortunately so ill adapted to their 
n^cqstion as that of England, would, it is probable, cool 
of themselves without any othar mischief than the de** 
tested odour of their exhalation ; whereas^ if, firom an im- 
prudent seal to disperse them, they should be stirred with 
viofenoe, they may coddmuinoate their fire and spread new 
flames* 

To return to our subject-^-It may reasonably be be« 
lieved, that the* numbers ojf the noblesse of France might 
have been restricted, and some of their privileges remove 
ed, with more seeurity to the constitutioii which was af<» 
terwards estaUished, than was produced by abolisbing th^ 

* Slaves, says Bousseau, are so debased by their situation, that they 
lose all senUment, even the desire of being ein,aQdpated ; like the com? 
inoio^s of Ulysses, whj9 loved tba brtitM itate Into whjch th^ Were nuif^ 
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order altogether. But it is evident, that there was wa 
great a diflbrenoe between the rituation of the peerage of 
Great Britain and that of the noblesse of France, that the 
•ame person who is of <^nion that the abditicMi of the 
privileges of the latter was neoesaarj for the freedom and 
happiness^ of Fraoce, maj also be convinced, tfiat the 
maintenance of those of the former is a security for the 
freedom and happiness of Great Britain, 



CHAPTER VII. 

^Ae AjisemMif ^ the StaieS'General'~^Jeabmsie$^^DUimte8 rem 
9pecUng the Verificaiion of the Powers of the Deputies-^The 
King attempts to conciliate the Three Orders-^The Tiers-Etai 
postpone his Compromise — Artful Proposal of the Clergy'^ 
Eluded hy the Commons— The Solicitude of the Kif^—The 
TierS'Etai proceed to the Verification of the Returns without 
the other two Orders, and assume the Legislative Government 
^^Dispute concerning the Name the Assembly should assume'^. 
Observations and Discourses of Mirabeau. 

A. LiTTLB before the meeting of the states-general^ and 
during the heat and ccmimotion which elections and party 
animodty always produce in a populous city, a catastrophe 
of a melancholy nature took place, the source of which 
has never been clearly ascertained. 

A man of an excellent character, of the name of He* 
veillon, carried on an immense paper manufactory in the 
suburb of St« Antoine, by which he employed a grtat 
number of the poor in thatquarten A report was spread 
that he intended to diminish the wages of the workmen ; 
and what rendered this more alarming to these poor peo» 
pie and their families, there was a scarcity of bread at the 
time in which this rumour arose. The bare falsehood 
was soon acec»npanied with many additional and aggra* 
vating circumstances, and particularly certain expressions 
of an insulting nature to the distresses of the poor werc^ 
ppeate4 as h^viqg been use^ by A^. Reveillon^ 
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' AhhbUgh nothing could bd moie oppofllte to the genef^ 
nd conduct and character of the man, these rumours werd 
readily believed by the undftkiking multitude. / 

They dragged the figure of a man with a label around 
the neck, inscribed with the yame of Reveillon and with 
•the offensive words he was fitted to have uttered, to the 
JPlace de Greve, and thare performed the cerertony of an 
execution. Having passed the night in drinking and 
not, they went the following day and burst into M. Rif. 
veillon's house, destroyed his furniture, burnt his books 
and papers, broke into his cellars, increasing their fury by 
renewed iatoacication. 

There had been a. relaMtidn in the police of Paris xxW^ 
known before that period, during the wholcl time occupied 
in the elections The lieutentant of police, from timidi- 
ty or ne^igence, had taken no measure for crushing this 
insurrection at the beginning. A party of soldiers, too 
weak for the purpose, were sent when it was too late, to 
{NTOtect the house of M. Reveilk>n ; they were repulsed 
by the pillagers. A large body of the French and Swiss 
guards then marched against them with two pieces of ar- 
. tillery. After having in vain summoned the mob around 
. the bouse to retire, the coteMSanding officer ocdered the 
.soldiers to fire over the heads of the multitude^ in the 
hope that it would have'intimidated and dispersed theni. 
. It had a cc^ntrary effect: the niultitude pelted the guardii 
with stones from the streets, the windows, and the top of 
the house. By a second fire the enraged soldiers killed a 
eonsiderable number of the rabble ; and then, rushing in- 
to the house, put all to the sword whom they found in 
the rooms or in the cellars. The scene was horrible \ a- 
bove one hundred of the populace are said to have been 
slaughtered ; a considerable number of the military wei^ 
wounded, and a few killed^ 

It has been repeatedly asserted by one party, that the 

aource of this melancholy affair was a manceuvre of the 

• court, to fuuush a pretext for ordering so large a body of 
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ib^ pppubioeft fmd render tibe asienibly Qf tjhe otatet mare 
compiaisant to th^ 'view of Ibe oourt than tbejr were aiqir 

On the other band the fn^riiiaat of the eouit have as* 
ffifteds ^M^ (he inauireetiQ;! waa exeited».at a greaa ex- 
pen^ of mof^Yt by certain kaderi of the popular party, 
OB purppfe to ibew the people their own strength and the 
weakness of governfe«Bt, and to intimidate the king into 
jicquiesoenee with tbdr measures* 

As ^either party have been able to establish thcjir assea- 
tioDS on any thing like proof, the probabiUty if^ that both 
are unfounded ; and that the o0mniotion which wias at- 
tended with such fatal oonsequeiicea ori^oated either in 
private malice against M. ReveiUoo, or simply in a false 
report hastily believed by a profligate pc^ace, whose 
natural credulity was sharpened by the scarcity of broad 
and the hope of pillage. 

When a nation is divided in opinion on subjects which 
Jbeat the understanding and inflame the passions, there Is 
hardly any wickedness of which one party is not capaUe 
^ accusing the other ; and by these reciprocal accusations 
of crimes, which perhaps ncithep was capable of commit-^ 
ting, they become familiarised with ideas which they ne^ 
ver before entertained, and are gradually prepared for 
deeds which they would otherwise have shrunk frcni with 
horror. 

On the day of the assembling of the states*-general, the 
deputies attended the king to the church of St Lewis at 
Versailles, where they heard a sermon preached by the 
bishop of Nancy* The drift of this discourse was to prove, 
that all wise legblators had dierised religion, as the purest 
source of happnese to nations, or, as he expressed it, la 
source unique et intarissable de lenr proqperite. The 
sermon was abundantly interspersed with praises of the 
king; and the queen was apostrofdiized in the feUowii^ 
terms»-^< Fille des Cesars, emule et confidante des bien- 
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exbrimdio^qr m « Indic^'s pmUii^ religkm in s ehttroii, 
or » kiflg wA qve^ ui n sermon pi^eacbcid b^ore tben« 
aeWffl ; but it U « Mi^i^Qt of meUncfaoIy refleotkH) to thbk 
h^w all iM throe h«v0 been ti«ated »Dce by some of tboM 
who hemd t^ir {iraiaes wiiii applw^e at tbe Uiqe ; and il 
ia Uopo^ibk BQt ta iiiiagiiie» tbat if die Fi^n^ natioii 
had not been .depriv^ of all regard for the Crst^ they ne# 
T^ wauld have bebfifved in the barbarous laanoer they did 
tp the two last. It if likewifie worthy of notice, that the 
state in which the inhabitants of Ifrance have been sinoe 
they lost rejigioas impressions, is no refutation of the 
biabap*a dectriae. 

jf fQBo the church the king went to the hall appointed 
fi»r the states. He ^as seaited on a tlirone erected for the 
filirixMe, the^ueen fituAng bewalf at bis side on a^ seas 
iHit 90 high iia that of the king; the royal family wcM 
aealed around : the clergy on one side of the hall, and 
the noblesse -op the pdier ; the tiera-el(^ at the bottom. 

Sttcb ^ assemUy, the representatives of a great nation, 
apd, iibove all, the purpose for which they were convened^ 
to refiMrm bag-continued and seTerely->felt abuses, and to 
make r^ulation? on which the happiness of millions of » 
bnman beings in a great measure depended, must hav^ 
produced warm emotion, and raised the highest expecta* 
tioQ. 

The king pronounced a discourse adapted to the occa*> 
^on^ which wa» followed by one from the keeper of the 
9eals ; and the meeting concluded with a very long one 
from N* Necker, which hpwev^ was more attended tQ 
than either of the other two. 

Considering the different views, interests, and preju« 
dices of the auditory, M. Necker must have possessed 
more address than falls to the lot of humanity, to have 
composed a discourse which would have entirely pleased 
an audience whose views and wishes were so different^ 

* Daughter of the Cstan ! Yon wlSo emulate and are the coaSdaaU 
«f tM benevolent actions of /our august hustand t 
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wd the minds of many of them so ill dkpokfA\imaf^ 
the speaker.' The nobles looked qp him as a lovr-born «ip-» 
start, who by intrigue and talents fit for a counting-house^ 
bad wriggled hiiiis^lf into a situation to which ^hfe had no 
right; the clergy were jealous of him as a Protestants' 
and as M. -Neckei^s discourse did riot point dkre&Ay to the 
object aiided at bj the deputies of 'the tiei»s-feuit, whosW 
views wer^ the most exalted^ thdy^lk) were dfspleaseci^ 
trith it ; And' they Would have b^en still more so, if they 
had hot perceived that it displeased th^ noblesse and tbc^ 
clergy^ '^ '.•':''' • 

There existed a great jealousy in the three irt-ders' which^ 
composed the assembly ; two of them dreading to be strip-' 
ped of pivileges they had Ibng enjoyed, and the%Mrdbe. 
ing filled #ith indignation at the degradation and opprfis-* 
aion under which they hM leng suflered : to this -original 
jealousy, which already burned with two great heat in the 
breasts of some of the deputies, certain- circumstanced of a 
frivolous naturfe serVed as additional fuel. In the ceremo- 
nial of presenting the deputies to the king, a distinction, 
which it would have been wiser to have omitted, was made 
between the two first ordeVs and the third. In admitting 
the clergy and noblesse, both foldings of the door were 
thrown* open, and they were received by the king in his 
cabinet : but in admitting the deputies of the tiers-etet 
the opening of one-half of the door was thought sufficient i 
and they were received by his nifajesty in a kind bf anti- 
chamber. This circumstance of the door might have been 
thought equally unpolite, but it would not have been 
quite so imprudent, if the tiers-etat had not previously 
obtained a double representation. 

Such distinctions may be proper for keeping up the 
idea of superiority, ^hen neither the superiority itself nor 
the potVer of supporting it is to be called in question ; but 
when the first is disputed, and the second. declining, they 
had best not be brought forward. The very circumstance 
of the stat;es-general being summoned was of itself a proof 
Jbat the tiers^tat were not to be treated <with the ap* 



Digitized by 



Google 



FBCuca MYottrTioK. 6S 

^Mrano^ of ifldigtiity* IiMolenee, when supported h^ 
pamety it mean ; without that support it is ridiculous. 
iMtead of permitting any appearance of that kind, the 
court utmld have done well to have considered the state 
of the pnblie mind at die time : that those to whom the 
narks of disregard were shewn, formed, by the concession 
of the king himself, one-half of the assembly, and were the 
fepresentatives of the majority of the nati6n-i*-a nation dis- 
tinguii^ed for sfnrit and ingendity, among whom science 
and the arts had been cultivated with nearly as much sue* 
eess even in the opinion of their greatest rival, with more 
in the opinion of the rest of Europe, and with agreat^eat 
more in their own opinion, than in any other country in the 
world : that those men came fraught with the idea, that 
they had been oppressed by the eourt, insulted by the 
nobles, imposed on by the clergy, and were instructed by 
their constituents to require redress.*— Had these consider- 
ations been duly attended to, every invidious and unne* 
cessary distinctibn, and every circumstance which could 
be conceived to add irritation to minds already highly ir<* 
ritated, and too ready perhaps to construe things indi£ler« 
ent in themselves into cause of provocation, would have 
been avoided. 

The dress of ceremony prescribed for the different or« 
ders ailbrded matter of offence also: ^hat of the iioUesse 
and higher clergy wiEtt of itself pompous, which some of 
them spared no expense in rendering still more magnifi- 
cent by additional ornaments; that of the tiers^tat consist* 
ed simply of the little black cloak worn by lawyers, which, 
when attached to the shoulders of those who did not we^r 
black, had a preposterous and mean appearance. But 
when it was observed that this was a subject of ridicule 
to some of the noblesse, the pec^le, however disposed 
they may be in general to laugh at pitiful jokes, obsti*' 
nately refused to give any encouragement to this, and 
shewed the highest respect for the motley-dothed depu- 
ties, cheering them with repeated shouts of Vive le tiers^ 
etat ! while they allowed their splendid rivab to pass in 
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procession unnoticed. So that in a riiort time a little bjbek 
cloak on a brown thread-bare coat became respectiibie; and 
afterwards, w:heo the cloaks were laid aside, on the coq* 
version of the states-general into a national-assembly, i^ 
great plainness or vather shabbineas of 4r6ss was^ upou 
thesl^ne principle, pQQsidered a& a presumption of piu 
triotism. ^ 

. This might have ferved as a warning to administiialioii 
and the clergy to be exceedingly cautious how they pnv* 
<:eeded ; for after the nation had proved, by this instance^ 
that they were capable of a sudden and complete change 
of opinion on. a subject which had always occupied them 
so much as that of dress, it was to be expected that they, 
might alter their way of thinkings with stiU greats ease, 
on matters which hitherto had appeared to be of far less 
importance to them, — namely, government and religion^ 

Before the assen^bly could proceed to the business fi>r 
which it was convoked, the verification of the powers of 
the deputies was necessary, and for this purpose their 
writs of return were to be examined. The nobility and 
clergy proposed, that this should be done by each of the 
orders separately, in a chamber appropriated for itself ; 
but the third estate were of a different way of thinking; 
for although they bad gained the point of a. double re- 
presentation, they knew that the court partly expected 
that it would be rendered of little importance, by the re^ 
solution the noblea and clergy had formed not to vote by 
poll, but by orders, each invested with the privilege of 
putting a negative on the decision of the other two. M^ 
Necker himself had, in his discourse at the opening of 
the assembly, talked in such equivocal terms on this head, 
that ea^h party might have imagined he favoured their 
wishes. Yet that they should guard against voting by 
orders, and secure the point of voting by poll, formed a 
principal article in the instructions of many deputies for 
the third estate ; and they were aware, that if a prece- 
dent were once established of doing business of any kind 
separately, that single instance might prove decisive of the 
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Question. Wben they atterobled in the commoti hall« 
therefore, they resdved that the three orders should veri«* 
fy their powers together ; and finding that the nobles and 
clergy did not join them, they separated without proceed<^ 
ing to the verification of their own powers ; and when 
they met afterwards, they declared it was only as indivi* 
duals, without any political character or right to act ; and 
that they waited for the two other orders in the common 
hall, that the verification ot their powers might be made 
in the only valid way, when all were present. 

In this state things continued for several weeks; the 
noblesse and clergy meeting in their respective halls, and 
the deputies of the third estate assembling daily in the 
common hall, but abstaining from their verifying powers 
on account of the absence of the other orders. 

The coiiimons, having the voice and afiections of the 
vast raqority of the nation with them, and being convin^ 
ced that this circumstance must render them victorious, 
made a shew of great temper and moderation. They 
sent repeated messages to the nobles, in the most respect- 
ful terms, inviting them to the hall, that the great interests 
of the nation might not be retarded. Receiving no satis- 
fiu^tory answer from them, the commons sent a deputation 
to the clergy, inviting them to the common hall, that 
tbcy might mutually deliberate on the most effectual 
means of restoring tranquillity and happiness -to the na- 
tion. On this occasion the commons conjured the clergy 
to agree to their request in the name of the God rf Peace* 
This form of entreaty was adopted as peculiarly appli* 
cable to those who called themselves the servants of the 
Grod of Peace, and in the belief thut it could not be 
rejected without their being thought disrespectful to their 
master, and of course without being of prejudice to them 
in the minds of the people. 

' The clergy, who were sensible of tlie value of popular- 
ity in the present exigency, and who considered the pa- 
thetic terms of the exhortation as turning their own ar- 
tillery against them, determined to retaliate, by pushing 

s 3 
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the cmmKmi iotD a uouMnmm ditotN^ wd i^eHiMpi^ 
fttealiog £fodi tfaem MMde of tiiM* pofNilirity. Fot tbki 
purpose they sent a deputatkm to tbe Uurd. eet#t^ 1#« 
memliiig the miaeraUe ooodkbii of the fieopby «riiiog 
from the bigfa price of breads and propoiii^ that aoomn 
imttee^ drawn from eadi of ibe three ardent should bo 
appointed to oonoert the speediest mesBS for alleviatiiif 
4ie distresses of the poor. 

The deigy thought it would be difficult to dude a pft^ 
posaly whose olgect was to rdieve the distresses of the 
people; and J^iiew at the seme time, that acommitt^ ap- 
poiated ia the manner thej propoeed woidd have sano* 
tioned, in a great measure, futule deliberalions in .wbieh 
the distinction of orders diould be pfeserved<H»whieh waa 
precisely what the two superior dames had in Tiew : and 
the clergy were in hopes that the commons would be 
driven eidier to consent to i^ree to the committee, or run 
the risk of diqpilearing the people by refusing to oiMicur 
with such a benevolent measure* 

The third estate wei« not cau^t by the snare that waa 
laid for them* Comprehending fully all that was intend* 
ed by this proporition, they preduded its oonsequencea 
by the fdlowing answer to the clergy.—-^ Pen^mted with 
the same sense of duty that you are^ and affected even to 
lean at the distress of the people* we entreat and conjure 
you to ufdU imtanify udth nsm ike wmmon kaU^ to con- 
cert messures for the remedy of these calamities.^ 

Instead <ii hasteoing to meet the commons with the ex- 
pedition which their message and the urgency of the case 
imported, the clergy returned for answer, that they would 
continue to meditate on the properest means of relieving 
the distresses of the poor, which they acknowledged to be 
an object of the most important and interesting nature, 
and which they had in6nite!y at heart, but that most un* 
fertunately there was not a sufficient number of deputies 
present in their hall to decide on so weighty a business. 

Each party, perceiving that their real designs were seen, 
dropped any farther, use of pretexts which deceived nd« 



Digitized by 



Google 



FXEilcft flifivotimoy. 69> 

Ate^ tb« aame of llie 6^ of ]N«oe was no noM'ttention*- 
ed ; tlie bi^ price of htead gave no fiortlier Hneasincw ; 
mud the poor were left in the same distress as before. 

In the meantiitie die king seemed to have the general 
prosperity more at hearty and to be more reedy to make 
sacrifices fer obtaining it| than any of the three orders 9 
for white two of them were obstinately insisting on verify- 
ing the powers of the deputies apart, and the third de« 
daring that it should be done together^ other important 
business was suspended, to the great loss of the public 9 
and beades, in plain cominon sense, it would seem, that 
no partkular order, nor all the three orders united, could 
with propriety verify the powers of the deputies. This 
right evidently belonged to tiie king. The assembly of 
the states had been called by his proclamation ; it belongs 
ed to him to examine whether the deputies had been elect- 
ed aee(»ding to the terms of the proclamation. It would 
appear Absolutely requisite, that h^ should authorise those 
at least who were to begin the verification ; for with what 
jMCopriety could men somtioiEe or verify the powers of 
their brother deputies, whose own powers had not been 
examined and verified f Without insisting, however, on 
virfaat seemed to be his right, he proposed, as a condiiatory 
measure, that they should verify their powers separatdly, 
oommunioate the verification to each other ; and, in case 
any disputable matter Should arise on which they could 
not agree, he offered to be the umpire. 

The noblesse and clergy agreed to the king's proposals, 
and appcHnted commissaries to meet with those of the 
commons ; who on their part, without directly rejecting 
the compromise, declared that they postponed their final 
decision until they should receive the report of their com 
missioners after the conference. It was evident that they 
were resolved it should come to nothing : new matter of 
dispute arose, as was predetermined, at the conferences 
which were held in presence of the minister; and the 
king'^s mediation, to his great mortification, proved inef** 
feetuaL ^ 
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With an averaon to i9tr%uet of every Und^ and liule 
relish for the magnificence 6f a court or the exercise of 
power, the good-natured prince supremely desired the 
happiness of his subjects and his own tranquillity. He 
had long endeavour^ to moderate the dissensions of the 
contending parties ; and their increasing animosity great- 
ly afflicted his mind. < Je n'ai eu depuis queiques an«, 
nees qUe de$ imtana de bonheur>* said he to M« Necker, 
speaking of the violence of the parties and their reciprocal 
accusations, and perhiqps under the general apprehension 
of some of the subsequent evils^ As to the complicated! 
and unexampled atrocities that have taken place since, 
they cQuId not have entered into his imagination, or 
scarcely into that of the most gloomy-minded prophet of 
evil that ever lived. 

It is piunful to reflect, that a prince so averse from dis- 
turbing the peace of others should have his own -so cruel- 
ly d^trpyed ; while those who, from ambitious or selfish, 
yiews, fwxionsly seek for a cause of discord, cry havock 
^nd let loose the dogs of war, are permitted to pass their 
Jives in luxurious ease. 

There was this striking difierenee between the conduct 
of the noblesse and the tiersrctat, that thie latter, by per-> 
fisting in a pl^n of apparent moderation and even inacti- 
vity, idloif^ their popularity, or, in other words, their 
power, to incr^iise; whereas the- former swelled in the 
pride of their pretensions as their power dwindled, and 
proceeded to the verification of the powers of their depu- 
tief in their own particuliir hall, and to other act% as if 
they ^ere a complete and lega^ afs^mbly ; without consi- 
deripg tbfit they thf^reby w^ken^d theipselyes on the side 
on which tl|e post dangerous attack was to be exp^tedt 
and where they w^re already too wei^, While they thua 
ruined their own popubrity, th^y incrc^as^d that of the 
third order, and furnished them ifith an fixample, which 
they followed as soon as they thought \hfy woyild be supr 
ported by the approbation of the public . 

|I^yiDg made a new effort for the u^ioi^ of the prdor^. 
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bj'iumboilliig dl the ^puties, induding th<NN^ of the 
Bdbtette and clergy, they declared that they would pro«- 
ceed to the veri6catidD of the returns ; and after that ce* 
l«niony, tboee deputies whose powers should be then ve* 
rified in the ooonroon hall would be constituted a legal as* 
sembly, and would instantly assume the legtslatiye au** 
thority. 

On the 18th of June they accordingly begtin to call 
the deputies, and to Terify the powers of those who ap 
peared ; in which number were none of the order of no- 
bility, and only three of that of the clergy. A few more 
of the latter joined them the following day : and on the 
17th of the same month the tiers-etat, with this small 
junction from the clergy, assumed to themselves the le- 
gislative government of France, amidst the applause of a 
prodigious multitude cf spectators. 

This great and important act of power met with no op^* 
position ; but when the title which the assembly should 
assume came to be mentioned, a long debate ensued, which 
was carried on with more heat than could have been ex* 
pected from the subject. On this occasion the speakers 
displayed such powers o[ verbal criticism, and such a de«> 
gree of dialectic subtlety and metaphysical discrimination, 
as is more suitable to grammarians and professors than to 
statesmen ahd legislators. One member proposed, that 
the assembly should be denominated < Assemblee legitime 
des representans de la majeure <partie de la nation, agis- 
sant en Tabsence de la mineure partie/ Others proposed 
titles still mctfe tedious and complex. The abbi Sieyes 
recommended the following. — * AssemblS^ des representans 
connus et verifies de la nation Fran^oise ;' and supported 
it with much metaphysical ingepuity* 

In the reply which Mirabeau made to the abbe's argu* 
ments, he shewed the inconvenience which might arise 
from applying metaphysics to the exercise of government 
or legislation. The following extract from Mirabeau's dis- 
course is no bad specimen c^bis eloquence. Mirabeau re- 
con^mended the simple name of * Kepres^ntf^tives of the 
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Fredch foofie^' aekiiowled{piig that dioiepfo^oMd li]ptl|4 
abbfc Sieyes and others wave mora eonformabla to asrtim 
thaoratical opiaioos^ and what might be expaated bam jpto^ 
loflophalnB and metuphyaioiaiia. It would bavalaaeQ hmppf. 
for the French nation^ that the asieiliUj ui fontting tbdir 
constitution hkid paid nu»a attenlioa to the foUawiag. ra* 
mark made by Mirabeau on this occasion.*—* II est cette' 
difference essentieUe entra le metiqphyiiden^ ^i|i> daBa:la 
meditation du cabinet,, saiait Ja teritfe dtas son eoai^iqub 
purete, et Phomme d'etat qui est oblige de temr coaipla 
des antacedens, des di£5cultes» des obstacles ; il est, dia4 
je, cette difftvenee entra ritosthioiaur du peuple et Fad^* 
minbtrateur politique, que Tiin ne songe qu^ ee fat. t^f 
^t I'autra s'^ooouppe de ce ftd peut ^re» 

^ Le metaphysiden, voyageant sur une mappe-mopde^ 
franchit tout sans peine, ne s^enriiarrasse ni des moi^tag* 
nas, ni des deserts, ni des fleuves, ni des abymes ; m^s 
quand on veut reidiser le Toyage, quand on veut arriYer 
au but, il faut se rappeller sans cesse qu^on marahe sur la 
terre, et qu^cm n*est plus dans le monde ideal«^ f 

After a long discussion, however, the name of natimial 
assembly was proposed by M* le Grand, and adopted by 
the majority ; on which the hall resounded with die cry of 
Vivcnt la roi et Fassembiae na^umale I 

This debate^ respecting the name by which the assem^ 
bly was to be called, reminds us of the dispute which 
took place in the year 1689 between the peers and com**, 
mons of England, on the words abiipfUei and d^iertedi 
whieh, however, was not merely verbal ; for it is more 

* There i« tn essential difference b^ween the metaphysician who in hi« 
jitudj seizes truth in all its. energetic purity, and the statesman who is o- 
bliged to consider antecedents, difficnlties» obstacles ; there is t)iis di£- 
|nt«nce» I say, between the instrocfor of thf people and the pbliaoia ad* 
ininistratoTi that the ope only thinks of wliat reafly is, i|nd the 9Uief of 
irhat may be. 

The metaphysician, travelling on the map. passes over mountains* de« 
eerts, rivers, and abysses, without difflcolty ; but he who intends to make 
t)i0 joiuraey in good camesti must keep constantly in his qUiid^ tl|i|t lie la 
f)^ iravel fm liMs ssftls iw4 aot in an idcsl w9ri<iL 
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e6ll(brfliab1e with torjr |>rftei]f»I^ to i^\shy th&takiii^, 
lA <^iiiet][Oett€e o^ lAakadtaiinistration aild having with-, 
(toawto himtelf out of thUif kingdom, had dtseHed the go- 
verometit, tbaii that he had oMieoUd it; the tories, there* 
ffMe, itontended etrMuoosly ibr the fbrihen The genuine 
whig ]^M{ple dtetated the d^^ii^ watdforfkited^ as pre- 
ferable to either ; Mi aceordingly ihkt word was adopted 
by the <8o6ttish parHamenty which kept no measures with 
Ae tories^ of their cbunttyt bifet the English whigs, as 
Hume remarks, haying been joioed by the tories in brings 
ing about the revolution, waved a word whieh was offens- 
ive to th^m, and, by way of oompromise, used abdicated 
<-«to which" the tories of the House of Peers were at last 
pleased to i^ee. 

the word peupk hating by the French been long ap- 
plied to the lowest ordeir only, it was considered by many 
members as lowering the deputies to denominate them 
Bepresentans du Peuple Ftanfois. Mirabeau, having ob- 
served this, added,-*— ^ Je suis peu inquiet de la significa- 
tion des mots dans la langue absurde du prejugc ; je parle 
ici la langue de la liberty, et je m'appuye sur Texemple 
des Anglois, sur celui des Americains, qui ont toujours 
honorl le nom de ptuple, qui I'ont toujours, consacr^ dans 
leurs declarations, dans leurs lois, dans leurs politique 
Quatid Chatham renfenba dans un seul mot la charte des 
nations, et dtt la majtste du peuple; quand les Ameri- 
caiQS ont oppose les droits naturels du peuple it tout le 
fiitras des puWcistes sur les conventions qu^on leur op^ 
pose ; ils ont reoonnu toute la signification, toute Pener- 
gie de cette expresnon, I qui la libertc donne tant de va« 
leur,'* 

* I give no weight to the signification of words according to the abeur4 
language of prejadice s I here spealL the language of liberty* and am sup* 
ported by the example of the English and of the Americans, who have aU 
wajs respected the name of the ^tojpk^ and have alwajt adopted il in 
thehr declarations, in their laws, and in their politics. When Cliatbam 
compressed the charter of nations in a single expression, and pronounoed 
the majenty of the peopki when the Americans opposed the naiitral righU 
qf the people to al} the trash published ag4io8l,|them; they showed that tlie/ 

understood 
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In another discourse be acknowledges, that the wordi 
Peuple was often understood to have the same significa* 
tion with Vu%m in Latin, Mob in JEnglUh, what the a^ 
ristocrates in France inscdently called Canaiik ; add for 
that very reason he prefers the title of Bepresentans da 
Peuple Franfois to any other denomination for. the as- 
sembly. < Je persevere dans ma motion/ continued he» 
* et dans la seule expression qu'on en avoit attaquee ; je 
veux dire la qualification du Peuple Franfois. Je IV 
^^tey je la defends, je la proclame, par la raisoo qni la 
fait oombattre. 

* Oui: c'est parce que le nom de peuple n^est pas as^ 
sez respecte en France ; parce quHl est obscurci, couvert 
de la rouille du prejuge; parce qu^il nous presente une 
idee dont Torgueil s^allarme et dont la vanite se revoke ; 
parce qu^il est prononce avec mepri^ dans les chambrea 
des aristocrates; c^est pour cela meme, messieurs, que je 
voudrois, c^est pour oela meme ques nous devons nous im- 
poser, non seulment de le relever, mais de I'ennoblir, 
de le rendre <l€sormai8 respectable aux ministres et cher 
a tons les coeurs. 

* Plus habiles que nous, les heros Bataves qui fonddr- 
ent la liberte de leurs pays prirent le nom de Gueux : ils 
ne voulurent que ce titre, parce que le mepris de leurs ty« 
rans avoit pretendu les en ilctrir ; et ce titre, en leur at* 
tachant cette clasise immense que Taristocratie et le des« 
potisme avilissoient, fut a la fois leur force, leur gloire, et 
le gage de leur succes. Les amis de la Itberte choisissent 
le nom qui les sert le mieux, et non celui qui les flatte le 
plus ; ils. s^appelleront les remontrans en Amferique, les 
Fitres en Suisse, les Gueux dans les Pays-Bas ; ils se pa-« 
reront des injures de leurs ennemis ; ils leur oteront le 
pouvoir de les humilier avec des expressions dont ils au« 
ront su s^honorer.^* 

imderttood' the true signification and fntt energy of an expression, to 
whicii freedom gives so great a value. 

* I persist in my motion, and in tlie only expression wliich Is found 
HxlM with 1 I mean that of the Frtmth People. I adopt It, t defend it, I 
ttfo^m it, for the very reasons for which it is atta^i^cd. 
^ Yeti 
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^Rraheau-^Resolntions of the National Assenihfy^ Different 
Conduct of the different OrderS'-^Inflexihle and unfeeling Be^ 
kaolmr rf the Tiers^^Etai^lmprudent Conduct of the higher 
Ckrgy^-'Populariiy of the inferior Clergy'-^Libeis, Lampoom 
^^Ummraal PrefwMce against the Nobles and Clerg^^^Reflec* 
tions on the different Light in which the French Retfohttion is 
viewed b^ those in different SHuaOms (Mover Eutope-^Msra^ 
beau*s Joumal^^Coi^ereniGe between him and M, Necker» 

JjXirabeau had offended many persons of weight in the 
order to which he himself belonged, by his extravagances 
and profligacy, more by his satirical wit, and most of all 
by a superiority of genius which they could neither con- 
test nor brook. Perceiving that he had no chance of be- 
ing chosen a deputy to the states-general by the noblesse^ 
he immediately used his endeavours to be chosen by the 
tiers-etat. His endeavours were successful : he not only 
was chosen a deputy for Aix en Provence and Marseilles, 
that very part of France which had been the scene of his 
youthful follies, and where his character was best known, 
but he also acquired a degree of popularity among his 
constituents, which was never surpassed, and which he 

Yes t it is because the name of (he People is not sufficiently respected 
in France; because it is obscured and covered with the rust of prejudice; 
because it conveys an idea which wounds pride and mortifies vanity ; be- 
cause it is mentioned with disdain in the houses of aristocrates i it is for 
those vefj reasons that I adopt it— it is for those ve^ reasons that w« 
ought to assume it, ennoble it, «nd render it respectable in the eyes of 
ministers and at courts. 

Those heroes who founded the'Iiberty of Holland, more judicious than 
w«, toolc the name of Gueux (beggars) ; and they would have no other 
title, because the pride of their tyrants made them imagine Ihey would 
he lowered by it : and that very title, by attaching to them that inmiens^ 
class which aristocracy and despotism vilify, became at once their strength, 
their glory, and the pledge of their success. The friends of liberty chose 
the name which would b^st serv^e her eause, not that which was most 
flattering to themselves. In Switzerland, they assumed the- name of 
If crdsmen ; in the Low Couatries, that of Beggars i glorying in the in* 
jurious appellations of their enemies, and receiving their abuse, no| as 
|vbat coi(ld h^mble them, but at that which did H^ta honour* 
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retfuned unimpurecl till his death, tn general be enjoj^ 
ed the same popufaority in the capital, though during 
9ome short intervak he lost it to aueh a degree^ tbiit 
the populace of Paris called him a traitor, and threatened 
him with the lanteme ; particularly when he (fqqpos^d ihe 
decree excluding the ministers from being nettbers of the 
national assembly, that ooncarmng the kingfa veto, and 
a third on the right <tf declaring war and making peace ; 
yet perhaps he never had more reason on his side, nor 
did be e? er act more in conformity with the political prin- 
ciples which he always professed than on those occasions : 
for Mirabeau was not a republican. 

The knowledge he had of the temper and character of 
his countrymen, of the history of republics ancient and 
modem ; bis own reflections on the internal commotions 
that existed during even the most brilliant periods of the 
Jloman commonwealth, the only one which could with 
propriety be adduced as an example to so extensive a 
country as France; the favourable idea he had of the 
/ British constitution ; all those considerations determined 
his mind in favour of a limited monarchy. But as no 
man ever possessed in a superior degree the art of gain^ 
ing the confidence of the people, and of leading a pc^ular 
assembly ; and as his own importance and power depend- 
ed on the importance of that class who were neither no^ 
bility nor clergy, he wished to rai^ them from the debas* 
ing light in which they had been long viewed in France, 
and to secure to them a reasonable degree of power and 
respect. In contending that the assembly should adopt 
the name of Reprisenians iu PeupUf he certainly meant 
no more. He who disliked a government like the ondenl 
Roman republic, because it was composed of a senate and 
people only,* must have been more averse to one in which 
the people alone were sovereign, which pretended to annii^ 
hilate all di^inctions of rank, and to. establish an insiiHd 
equality, in which the superiority of talent, which pe- 
puliarly distingnished himself, would be considered as 
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a sfocm of nrktMricy thai might kid to the giaillo* 
tine* 

It was unfartuntte lor Vmace diat MindMmt wis aot 
on good tcamis with M. Nerkor i if he ha^ the talents aad 
address of the fonaer, eoK^peratiog with the good idteti-' 
tions aaad corraotiog the theories of the ktter, as they wer# 
both fnends to freedon» and neither widied far a repnUie^ 
a practicable governmest, of a mooacdneal form end found*' 
ed oa freedom, might have been fonatd: or at any rate, 
had Mivafaeau lived a ftw years, longer than he did, bis 
disoemrnent would have detected, and his powerful ricKouk^ 
would have etposed, the folly of thole v irionary politicians^ 
who, tnMrdhng avfw the worid on a mi^, like his ssetaphy^' 
sician, regardless of mountains and rivers, declared chat 
all power came from the people, neglecting to establish at 
the same time, that the people oould exercise no part of 
that power but must de^gate the whole. His triumphant 
eloquenoe, it is probable, would have precluded the absurd 
title of PcupU SamferaWf and the mischievous ideas which 
have attended it ; he would have been able to convioee 
the national assembly and the nation at large, that aU 
though those princes who possessed arbitrary power were 
often cruel and tyrannical, yet it sometimes happened that 
they were the reverse ; whereas le peuple souverain, act^ 
ing inchviduaUy and not by refMreaentatives, had ever been 
in all agss and in all countries an unrelenting savage; 
that the natural impetuosity of the French national cha* 
racttt gave no reason to expect, that he would reign with 
DMHre moderation in France than elsewhere ; but that, as 
soon as he should obtain that title and the power which it 
implies, the innate violence and fury of his disposition 
would appear ; that be would brandish his pike, overawe 
the natioQsl assembly, plunge the superior orders into the 
nure from which be himself had just emerged, murder 
those who had raised him to power, and overwhelm the 
land with Uoedshed and terror. Such are the h<Nrrors 
which the penetrating genius of Mirabeau, foreseeing, 
would have prevented ; and they will warn other nations 
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atilL labouring utider despotism/ what they liave oArefiilljr 
to avoid in their exertions to obtain a free government. 

Afler-a discussion which occupied more time, and oeea- 
sioiped more beat^ than could hi^ve been expected from the 
mere question of a name for th^ assembly, that of natioiui 
assembly was adopted. The members having tal^n the 
oath to fulfil their duty to their country with fidelity, a 
declaration was made,, that the national assembly being 
composed of members delegated by an immense tnaforUg^ sf 
the French natiofit would remain no longer inactive on ae* 
count of the absent deputies or of aay particular class, of 
men, but would immediately begin the great work of re« 
formation, for which they had been af^inted by their 
country. 

They pronounced, that no tax or imposition was legal 
that was not confirmed or enacted by the representatives 
of the nation. That nevertheless, to prevent confusion, 
the existing taxes should be continued to be levied until 
they were annulled by the assembly, or until the assembly 
separated. They declared that they would, in concert 
with hi^ majesty, take the national debt into consideration 
as soon as possible ; and in the meantime they put the na- 
tional creditors under the safeguard of the national faith 
and honour. 

These resolutions were heard with applause by the nu* 
raerous spectators ; they were carried with all possible ex- 
pedition to the capital, where they produced the strongest 
symptoms of joy, whidi became universal over the nation ; 
for those who were dissatisfied and alarmed at the pro- 
ceiedings, were obliged to conceal their sentiments in this 
moment of enthusiasm. 

By this act of supremacy without the concurrence of 
the two other orders, and without wuting for the approba- 
tion. of the king, they decided the question which had not 
been yet agitated, namely, whether the national assembly 
should vote individually or by the united voice of each 
order. They acted not as part of an assembly of men de- 
legated to remedy certain abuses in an 'existing govern- 
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inent, but as a complete assembly atithortised tofbtm a 
new government. ' In effect, they assumed the whole 
power of the state. 

It has been said, that a diffevent •eonduet on the part of 
the two higher orders would have prevehted the third 
ffbm adopting so violent a measure^ The same kind of 
reflection hardly ever fails to be made, when any conduct 
whatever has unfortunate consequences. As that whidi 
the nobles and cleigy pursued has led to their rata, it is 
now clear that they would have been no losers by choosing 
another*. . When they saw that thelier^ with die approi^ 
bation of the people, were determined that the powers c^ 
all the deputies should be veriied in oommon, perhaps it 
would have had a happy and coociliatory effbct not to 
have disputed that point;* their meetii^ and conversing 
daily together might have coi^rmed their union; whereas 
the refusal of the two first orders to meelt at all became a 
fresh source of jealousy and hatred, and was perhi^ the 
cause of th^ being deprived of some privileges which 
they might have been allowed to retain. 
. The joy manifested by the nation at the decisive ' con- 
ducit of the tiersnctat tedded to g^ve them at once fresh 
courage and additional strength ; whereas it only gave to 
the other two orders fresh indignation, of which they pos- 
sessed a suiBcient quantity before, and tended to diminish 
their strength, of which they had not endu^. 

As the noblesse and the clergy had rallied under the* 
court, were directed in many points by the king's minis- 
ters, and belonged in general to that class of society in 
which the violence of private passion is more under the 
restraints of interest or decorum, it might naturally have 
been es^pected that they would have conducted themselves 
with more policy, unanimity, and energy than the third. 
The factj however, was otherwise. We find the nobles 
and the clergy divided among themselves, acting without 
system or courage,, affecting an importance which they no 
longer had, and making claims which they were i^er« 
warda obliged to relinquish ; whereas the commons, from 
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ihe&rtt>nieeting of tbe ttatespgenend until the uniion of 
the three ordera^ never advanced a step whidi they afiter^ 
wards retracted » never turned to the right hand or to the 
left^ faut moved on itediast to thek objeel, making good 
every new right which di^ claimed, althou^ moBt of 
them were at first refuoed, and dome of Aem^ ahockii^y 
UUimed. Of the hist the following is a vemarkahle ex« 
mnple. 

Soon after the assemUy of the states^general, and dur^ 
ing that inl^rval in which the tiers*etat seemed to be pa* 
tiently waiting the moment when the two other ordera 
would unite with them, it was observed th$t» on sending 
a deputation to the kin jr, the deputies of the tftird ordev 
were received by the keeper of the seals, who according 
to ancient custom carried their requests to the king, 
wboreas deputations from the noUesse and clergy vere 
ireceived by the king in person ; the third order resolved 
fa put mn end to Ais distinction, and for that purpose ap- 
pointed a new deputation*»«H»rdering at the same time 
their dean, M. Bailly, to wait on his mqesty in person, 
and infiorm himi that the commons acknowledged no in- 
t^rmediate person between the king and bis people, and 
b^Sged to know the time when tbm deputation should 
wait on him« 

The young daujdiin died on die day when M. Bailly 
endeavoured to fulfil hu commission. When the oiScer 
in waiting announced him, tbe king sent him word to 
communicate his business in the usual way through the 
keeper of the seals. M. Bailly then waited on the mini- 
iter, who having addressed the king on the subject, re- 
ceived the following answM.««> 

< II m^est impossible, dans les droonstances oh je me 
tfouve, de vmr M. Bailly ee soir, ou demain matin, nt de 
fixer un jour pour la deputation. Montrec mon billet i, 
H* Bailly pour sa dechai]ge.^ * 

* It is nm poirfble for ne, in my prMent state «f ttdttd^ to see M. 
BtiiUj this esenlQg or tiMMrrow moralBf; nsr ctn I at prest&t ftx aa 

hour 
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When this Inllet was re«d ifo the assembly oi- the oom* 
mons, it essdted inunnurs of discontent. Thes^ mur-; 
mufs, however unreasonable) tbey were, seem to have 
made an imprestton at the. court; for toon after M* Bailly 
received a lietteran these tekms.-*^ M. le garde des sceaux 
pr^vient M» Bailly qu^il sort de chez le roi» ou il etoit 
monte pour prendre ses ordres sur la deputation. Quoique 
sa majesty soit dans la pluaprofonde affliction, et que 
jusqu'ici elle n^ait vonlu.voir personne, le roi recevra ce- 
pendant demaia la deputation du tiers«etat entre onze 
faeures et midi ; son intention est que la deputation soit 
an nombre de vingt/ * 

The deputation waited on the kmg accordingly. Its 
avowed olgect was to represent the earnest desire of the 
third order to unite with the other two, and to complain 
of the obstacles by which the nobles prevented this u* 
nipn, and thereby retarded public business. In the ad- 
dress, which was pronounced by M. Bailly, the commons 
also declared that -they gloried in their attachment to the 
person of the king, and that they would be at all times ready 
to shed their blopd.and ^nd their fortunes in support of 
tlie true principles of the monarchy. The concluding 
words were^*f-< Vos fidelles communes sont profondement 
touehees de la dirconstance ou votre majeste a la bonte de 
recevoir leur deputation ; et ^les prennent la liberte de 
lui adresser Texpression de tous leurs regrets, et de leur 
respectueuse sensibilite.' -|* 

boor for reeeivlog Uic deputation, fibcw my note to M. Bailly for bis 
justification. » 

* The Iceeper of the seals informs M. Bailly, that he is just come firom 
the Icing, on whom he had waited to receive his orders respeeting the de- 
puution. Notwithstanding Ms nujesty's being in the greatest affliction* 
and that hitbeirta he has not been able to see any body, he will receive 
the deputation of the tiers-etat to-morrow between eleven and twelve 
o'clock. He expects that the deputation shall consist of twenty. 

f Your fsithful commons are deeply affiled at the drcimistalices in 
which your majesty had the goodness to receive th|ir deputation ; and 
they take the liberty of expressing to you this testimony of their regret 
and most respectful sympathy. 

. VOL. IV. F 
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This address, trader Ac cireiiBifluoas ia wKidi it i^as 
madef will not be considered as a eonvindng proof of the 
respectful sensibHit J of those who framed it far the Idi^^a 
affliction ; but it is a pretty stroi^ one of Aft peraevep^ 
ance of the tiers-etat tn thw elaims^ even daring eminB>* 
stances in which most people will ioiaginethat thej mi^it 
have been at least postponed* 

Although the nobles did not act with all the aleadbesa 
and unanimity of the liers-etat, there was but a small 
number who seceded from the general opinion of thar 
order; but among the clergy there was a consideraUe 
portion, whose wishes went not alcmg with the general m^ 
clination of theirs. This was supposed to have been ow- 
ing to the proud deportment of some of the dignitaries of 
the church, who, contrary to the spirit of the religioai 
they professed, are siud to have treated their brethren the 
inferior clergy with such neglect and apparent contempts 
as to annihilate that esprU de eorps which usually bioda 
men of the same profession together, and inclined them 
to favour the tiers^tat, with many d whom they lived 
on the footing of equality and friendship. The unpopu^ 
larity of the higher clergy appeared strongly during the 
election of the deputies, and occasbned a much greater 
proportion of the inferior class to be elected than would 
have taken place, had not the former destroyed their m^ 
tural influence by an imprudent and haughty behavi- 
our. 

What the dignitaries of the church lost in popularity 
about this period, the lower etrders of the clergy aoquir«* 
ed, and retained until the government of the country was 
usurped by a set of men devoid of every sentiment of 
religion, gratitude, or compassion* 

This did not escape the observation of those who com?- 
posed the little pieces for the theatre, who of all authors 
are the most attentive in seizing the reigoing fancy of 
the times, and gratifying the public taste ; a oountry cur# 
became all at once a favourite character on the stage^ and 
was often brought forward as the vehicle of patriotic sen 
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Omenta. Sometfanef M. le Cote was eihiUted even in a 
more heroic point of Tiev. 

' The hat apology tfaat can be made for the pndse 
wUdi 19 so often bestowed on princes and on men iH 
power who do not deserve it, is, that it sometimes inspires 
thead with a desire of becoming what they are said to be 
dieady. Thus we are told, that Augnstns was flattered 
into humanity. In the same manner I have been assur« 
•d, that many cures and parish priests, who at the begins 
nihg of the revolution were very cool on the subject, 
when they understood that they were represented on the 
stage as patriots and defenders of their country, at lengtb 
caught fire, and became what they &^AeU,— inculcating re« 
volu^mary optmons on the minds of their parishioners^ 
and sometimes leading them against detached parties of 
die enemy* I was myself present at the representationi 
of a litdepnce in the yeair 1791^ which I was told was 
founded in truth. The scene of the piece was a small 
▼ilfaige on the frontiers of France. While the cure is ex- 
horting a group of the inhabitants to maintun their free^ 
dom and defend their country, news is brought that a 
party of holani are at hand ; the cure immediately trusses 
up his black robe, girds on a sabre, seizes a musket, and 
narches at the head of his audience to meet the enemy. 
In the next scene he returns victorious, and is welcom* 
ed with songs of triumph by the wives and children of 
the band of villagers which has repulsed the invaders. 

This popularity, however, was entirely confined to the 
inferior orders of ecdesiastics. The prejudice against the 
iHgher classes continued augmenting without interrupt 
tion. 

It was evident, from the conduct of the court imme- 
diately before the meeting of the stateS'-general, from the 
ceremonies observed on that bccasion, and even from the 
discourse of M. Necker on the first day of the assembly, 
that it was intended that a distinction of orders should be 
maintained, that the assembly should vote by orders, and 
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that each 6rder should have' the prerogaliTe.af putthrg r 
negative on the proceedings of the other twoi 

It is dtffioiih to know what M. Neeker^s real aeotiments 
were on this question. A fear of wedcening his pdpulalv 
itj might prevent Us recommending the vote by orders z 
unwillingness to disoblige the ooiirt^ and some dread oE 
the violence of certain leading men in thd tiers-etat^ 
might hinder him from reeomroending the voting by pdiv 
He recommended neither entirely^ and yet he rcdom-i 
inended both in some degree^ He said there were some 
points on which it was preferable to vote by order, and 
withers on which it would be most eipedient to vote by 
individual voices. What he said in. favour <^ voting by 
orders was greatly applauded by the nobles and elergy« 
This was ill judged ;• because it shewed the importance 
they put on that drcumstanee^and was an advertisement 
to the tiers-etal, had they needed it^ to put an importance^ 
on it also. 

In common sense^ the stand which the eourty the no-< 
bles, and clergy were making against voting by poll» and. 
the dislike which M. Necker himself at last shewed to it, all 
pame too late. Whatever opposition was intended ought to 
have been made against the tiers-etat having a doable reu 
presentation : after that was yielded, the opposition was 
much more difficult ; it was first agreeing to acknit the 
lion, and then attempting to muzzle him.* 

Yet notwithstanding the decisive step which the tiers- 
etat, with such of the clergy as joined them, had taken 
on the 17th of June, the two higher orders continued 
their discussions in their respective chambers, and seemed 
still determined not to sanction the proceedings of the 

* During the debates in the House of Commons in the refgn of Charles 
II on the exclusion bill, some members who spoke against excluding the 
dulce of Yorlc from the succession to the crown acknowledged, however, 
that thej ought to limit his power when he should come to the throne ; 
on which a member who was for the exclusion asked whether, if a lion 
. was heard roaring in the lobby, it would be most prudent to admit him 
vithin the door and then muzxie him^ oar shut the door and exclude him ? 
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third iriet with th«ir pmenee, which they iiaagtiied 
w«B absoiolely necessary to render them legal in the 
eyes of the nation; They might hare been convinceA 
thait thw conjfectinre was erroneous) by the satisfaction arid 
joy which was ^bibited idl over Franoei on account of 
the decided measures of the tiers-etat, and the dedara- 
tions made to support them. The Parisians turned Ae 
refusal of the liobles and clergy into ridicule ; many epi- 
.grams were made on the subject : a song was sung in the 
•ctieetsj; and all Pavis joined in the chorus, which consisted 
of ' the following iines.~ 

Vive fe tiers*etat de France I 
II aura la pr^pondenoee 
Sur le priaice} sor le pr^faiU 
Ahi ! povera nobiliu ! 

So suddeii^nd so vicdent was the dSTect of this enihu* 
.aiasm^ and of the lampoons and libela which were scatp 
iered all over- France against nobility, .that what had 
been foimerly considered as the greatest advantage, and 
without some pi^tensions to which, people were exposed 
to daily. morlificationst was now almost . looked on. as a 
.ciime» and becnme in reality, a . misfortune. This :want of 
candour was not confined to^ the populace, but, rfeacb<ed 
many of the higher classes of the bourgeoisie, wbo joined 
in the ouwry of prejudice, abd spoke of the nobles as the 
most worthless of mankind, ai>d the determined enemies 
of their country, fin: refusing t«». unite with the. third or«> 
der on the present occasion. . > 

It has been idready observed^ that the nobles and cler- 
gy did not ad<^ the very best means for precluding or 
mitigating the attack with which they were threatened, 
and that their exertions to that purpose were not made at 
the proper time.; but it seems the heigbt of injustice .to 
blame them fost attemptii^ some resistance, and for not 
surrendering, all their privileges at <liacretion. 

To expect that those on whom distinctions and privi. 
leges have devolved through a long series of ancestors 
wrli yidd tb$m pp at tlie first call of public utility, eveii 
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w«ie it dearly pmved tbal public utility made U» demaii^ 
18 to expect more than infinitely the greater patt 6i man 
kisid would be willing in a dmilar aituaticm to ^«it« 
Tboee wbo» without nuddog any eaeriiee to tbc pubbc 
good, abuse others for not making the granlesty are eet 
dom posiesfed of even an ordinaty dbare of gsnenMBty or 
public spirit ; and there is little doubt but that many of the 
flaming patriots of the third cHnder, those who dccUnied the 
loudest on the justice of their requisitions, and i^aat the 
obstinate arrogance of the nobles^ woidd, had they thean- 
selves been noble, have declaimed witih equal iiolmiae ih 
gainst the absurd pretensions of those whom in that case 
they would have called insdent roturiers : they would not 
only have called them so, but it is highly probable they 
would have really thought all their requisitions unjust and 
unnatural. By contemplating political questions often in 
one pomt of view^ men are very apt to be at last ooovin- 
eed that what is most favourable to their own private in- 
terest is also most for the interest of the public; and them- 
fare there are not so many hypocrites, or men who speak 
and act contrary to the dictates of th^r understanding 
and eonsdence, in either party, as the violent partisatMi 
of each imagine. 

If due wdght were given to thia remark, those mm in 
every country of Europe who have viewed the Vrsnch 
revolution in opposite lights, would not reefprocallr ae- 
ciuse one another in the unqualified manner they usuafly 
do. 

' The noUea and dignified clergy, who enjoy great pri- 
vileges and rich benefices : those who possess ample ainew 
cure places under a government, of whatever nature that 
gotemment may be ; the whole race of bankers, to whom 
taxes are trifles ; and all government .contractors, who 
grow rich as the state beoomes poor, am peoulaarly averse 
to any alteration in the present arrangement of things, 
and of course to them the French revolution was an olgect 
of dread from the beginning. The oppression which the 
bulk of the French nation suffered irom ths nature of 
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4b«it «iieA0lit'gQ9reniQd(fnt» those mm, imAg^aed would ne- 
WW reach tkeir own oqimUy; but the example given by 
the revolution, and all the horrors which accompanied it^ 
tbey thoci^t, .i£ not opposed, would spread over all Eu- 
rope. This being thdir convicUon, nobody can be sur- 
^sed at t)mt lamenting an event which they thought 
fwqgoant. with such extensive mischief* 

Those men, on the other hand, who consider freedom 
•a ^ greatest of human blessings, who have a strong 
sense of the miseries that flow from despotism, who behold 
with indignation the cruelty and arrogance with which 
dastardly power and unfeeling rank often treat the weak 
luid the ingenious, men who, being acquainted with adversi* 
iy, .have a graster sympathy with the unfortunate, than 
.those above mentioned ; men of this description beheld 
4he beginning of the French revolution with that com* 
placMicy^ which the expectation, of seeing a large portioQ 
of their fellow creatures relieved from oppression natural* 
Jy eommunieates. They saw iti^ degeneracy with disaf^ 
pointment^ gnef, and horror ; but were unwilling to lose 
the hope that some rational system of freedom, not the 
aneient tyranny, • would arise out of that chaos of anarchy 
and bloodshed which it had produced : and they had no 
fear that the. excesses committed by the most impetuous 
nation in Europe, on their being suddenly unchained^ 
would be imitated by other nations, who were in different 
^nreumstaooes and of opposite characters. This bdng 
thar convietion, what candid mind can blame them more 
than the former ? And of two classes of men, whose 
-different manner of thinking on this subject seems in ge- 
neral to depend merely on the different situations in which 
tbey are placed, why should the (me accuse the other of 
a design to involve their country in a scene of anarchy, 
bloodshed, and rapine, and the second condemn the first 
at ibe enonies of freedom and the friends of tyranny ? 
•Belli those classes, in Great Britain at least, as I am per- 
suaded, love their country and hate tyranny : but the one 
•are more afinid of a mob than of a stretch of prerogative,; 
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und the other recollect that Wat 'Tyler and Jobln tJacI^ 
did not reign four months, whereito Heniy VIII reigned 
thirty-eight years, and James II four. 

During the sittings of the notables M. de Mtraheau 
had published several pamphlets, with a view to spirit up 
the public to insist on assembling the states-general. Af«> 
ter the deputies for that meeting began to meet at Ver- 
sailles, he published a regular journal, the avowed object 
of which was to give an account of the proceedings of the 
states-general. There Were frequent insinuations againit 
M. Necker in this paper, and some attempts to turn him 
into ridicule. It was universally read and pretty g)»eraU 
]y approved of by the popular party in other respects | 
yet it seemed to have small effect in injuring M. Necker 
in the public opinion. But having attacked some parsons 
in the two privileged orders, it was suppressed liy a decree 
of the council on the 7th of May. The electors of the 
tiers-etat of Paris immediately met, and published what 
they called a reclamation against the decree of the coun* 
cil ; and Mirabeau continued his journal under the new 
title of * Lettres du Comte de Mirabeau i. ses Commet- 
tans.** From this an idea may be formed of the state of 
the king^s authority even at this period, Mirabeau, who 
had not a high opinion of M. Necker's abilities, and who 
affected to despise them more than he did in reality, was 
exceedingly jealous of his popularity ; but by continuing 
to vent his gall against him in his new pubKoation, he in^ 
jured his own more than that of the minister, or, what 
perhaps is more precisely the truth, his wit and talent df 
ridicule were relished, notwithstanding their being some^ 
times improperly directed. Independent of the great 
stock of popularity with which M. Necker had f<»merly 
retired from office, he had acquired an immense aeoessioa 
from being universally considered as the author oi the 
double representation which was so unexpectedly granted 
to the tiers-etat. This rendered him an object of adora* 
tion to one party, and of execration to the other. It must 
be confessed, that the execrators have been the most per^ 
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aarering: tbeforawr faaviiigloiif( ^xnce dtsfti^^lredf the 
ktter are to be tmukd among the Ftench emigraipta all 
overBurope 

Had M. Neeker been, as judicious m the use dT bU po* 
piilaritj as he was asttduous in aoqutmg it»:niany peqple 
imagine, that some of the. most ihtemperale measMtes tif 
the tiers^tat would have been prevented* and the mo* 
narchy saved without liberty being lost 

Processes bad been cmried on in the crinunal oeurts ef 
Brtlanny against the authors -of insurrections and other 
excesses which had taken place in that province. Wheft 
it was thought .that the guilty were about to be condem- 
ned and punished as they deserved, M. Nedcer prevsiled 
on the council to suspend tbedeeinons of the courts, ^d 
thereby augmented the attachment of the populace to 
him. A little after the meeting of the states-genemlf se* 
Tcral leadiog men belonging to the tiennetat, whd had a 
liigh opinbn of the taints of M. Necker, and confidence 
in his integrity, gave him to understand, that they were 
^^Mtsed to be guided by -him respecting th^r conduct ia 
the assembly. To every proposition or insinuation of this 
nature his answer wasy ^ diat it was the duty of the ktag'^s 
minister to convoke the states^general, and conduct the 
deputies to the door of the assembly^ but there he must 
leave tbem-*4o the guidance of their own understandinig 
and the instructions of tlieir constituents*^ 

This conduct was approved of by some people, as what 
all ministers ought to imitate. Others gave him little 
credit lor it^ ijecauae they imagined it {Mroceeded from his 
presuniing^ that the tiersi^tat were disposed of themselves^ 
without his securing any particular roembers> to adopt hit 
.views ; or, if at any time a contrary disposition should api> 
pear, he thought he would have suffiaent influence tp 
subdue it Whatever M. Nedcer^s motives (ot not listenr 
tag to them were ; tbat such propositions were made to 
him by various deputies who had considerable ibfluenqe, 
and diat be declined them, I am asstired of jon good au^ 
thority. 
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But, independeiit of die depiitifls idiove altii4ed tbf M. 
Mirabeau bimtelf, at this vtiy period, notwithetaadiBgatt 
his jealousy of M. Necker, did not scruple to make ad^ 
Tanoes to hitn, and to shew a. dtspositiim to to-opetate 
ivith bm in measures for aUaying the fementatkm wkieh 
existed in the minds of the commons, and threatened the 
ruin of the monardiy. This ire have on the authority of 
M. Malouet, a distinguished member of the coBstituent 
assembly, a man of integrity, and a fnieiid to monarchy, 
but not that kind of monarchy vhich existed in Fiahee 
previous to the revolution-"-* lover of liberty, but not that 
kind of liberty which has taken place there since the 10th 
of August 179S. 

Soon i^ter the meeting of the state8.^nend, during the 
disputes between the orders, M. Malouet drew up an afl« 
dress, well calculated to recondle their difbrenees, and 
which be proposed should be presented in the name of the 
commons to the king. It was on the point of being adopt- 
ed, when it was prevented by a manoeuvre of Mirabeau, 
who, although he had been at one time well disposed to 
support the principles of M. Malouet'saddressy.whisperad 
to the deputies nearest him, Ceei ett nn mumigt dm eio» 
leoM.* This immediately was qwead through the hall, 
and prevented the address from passing. Minbeau in» 
tended this not so much against M» Malouet as agwnst 
M. Necker and the administration, to whom this address 
would have been of service. He had. been provoked to 
this by the following incident 

M. Malouet, whose monl character was very different ' 
from that of Mirabeau, bad avoided any acquaintance with 
him', until M» du Roverai of Geneva, at the request of the 
latter, brought them together at his lodgings in Versatllesy 
towards the end of May 1789. At this meeting Mirabeau 
addressed Malouet in the following terms.-— < J*ai desire 
tine explication avec vous, poree qu^au travers de votre 
moderation je vous recohnois ami de la liberte, et je suis 
peut^tre plus effrayo que vous de la fermentation que je 
• This comes from the courts 
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^Mtis 4kwi let eqpriti, «t «Les maUieuFto qui peavent en re* 
suiter. Je ne suis point bomme ^ roe vendre lIchemeBt 
au deqpotiBme ; je veux une ootistitiition Iftre, oMds no* 
^awxibkpm* Je ne wmBL^fmaitt ^imuder la monarchie ; et 
41 en ne ae roet de boniie beute en mesure, j'apperfoia 
(Amm ac^tre assendblee de A mattvaises t2tet, taiit d^inexpe* 
ri^nce, d-exahation, une reiustance, une aigreur si inoon- 
'•ideroes^ dana lea deux premkm oidres, que je crains an* 
taut que vouad^hombleaseomniotiona. Vous iles lie avec 
M. Necker et M« de MoRtnorin ; vous devez tavoir ee 
4}u'ils veulent, et s^ikkont un plan ; a ce plan eat raisoih. 
nable» je le d^fendrai.** * 

To tliia M. Mabuet replied, that be had no eerteinty 
of tbe nuniKters baving formed anj plan. ^ H^ bleu/ re- 
|oiiied Mirabeauy ^ Foulez^vout leur proposer de sue voir 
«t deoonftrer avee moi P'-f 

On mentioning thisto M. Neoker and M. de MontaKV 
rin, M. Malouet found both averse to any correspondence 
with Mirabeau. They talked of his moral character, &r, 
M« Malouet observed in answer to their objections, that 
a man of superlative talents, who, notwithstanding the 
immorality of bis character, seemed to have reasonable 
poBttcal views, who was not decidedly fixed in any party, 
ttnd who would add a great weight to whatever party he 

* I wished to btLve some converMtion with jrou, because, through aU 
your moderation, I perceive that you are a fHend to liberty. I am pei-« 
haps more afraid of the fcrmentatioxi that I see in men's minds, and what 
may be the consequence, than you are. I am not capable of basely sell* 
ing myself to the cause of despotism ; I wish for a free xxmstitution,' but 
of a Bionarcfaiflil amn. I have ao desii e to shake th* monarchy, fijit I 
perceive so many wrong-headed persons in our assembly* such«iaezperi» 
ence, euch exaltation, so acrimonious and inconsiderate an obstinacy ia 
the two first orders, that 1 dread some horrible commotion as much as you 
possibly can. Ton are connected with M. Necker and M. de Moatmorin ; 
yoa 9vight to know whAt tiieir IntenUona tere : if they h«ve formed a plan, 
mid if that plan !s reasonable^ I att willing %q su^fKirt it. 

'Y Well, will you propose to them to see me, that we may have a con* 
ference ?<^— See Collection des Opiolons de M* Malouet, tome tjroisieme. 
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should alttdi himfelf, was worthy of «nm atteotioii, ami 
deserved to be listened to. 

It was at last agreed, that M. Necker should reoem 
Mirabeau the followuig noming. The meeting took 
place accordingly ; the minister's beliaviottr was cold in 
the highest dq;ree. Mirabeau, obsenring this, reduced 
his to the same temperature: each imapned it was the 
duty of the other to break the ice ; which neither eondft* 
scending to do, their meeting was as ineffectual for theio* 
tended purpose, as that of two watermen bniught to row 
in the same boat, who, on arriving at Whitehall Stairs^ 
find' the Thames frozen. 

An Mirabeau retired, he sud to M. Malouet,— < I shall 
not make them another visit, but they shall hear of meJ^ 
M. Malouet observes, that Mirabeau kept his word but 
too well ; and the first opportunity he had of shewing bia 
resentment was on the occasion above mentioned. 



CHAPTER IX. 

M. Necker forms a Plan ^ Government, mhkh mUh liUU AUera^ 
turn ii approved qfb^ the Kin^ and Council of Stat^^^Mtyor^ 
iiy of the Clergy determine to join the Tiers-£iat^Proclama* 
iionfor a Royal Session — The Tiers^Elat excluded from their 
Hall-^Oaih taken in the Tennis-Court^The Kings Dedara-^ 
tion and SpeecheS'-^Marquis de Brize — Mirabeau* s Answer to 
him^Decrees of the Assembly^The Timidity of the Council 
^The Causes of it. 

It is apparent that, from the first assembling of the sUtes* 
general at Versailles to the time the.tiers-etat declared 
themselves a national assembly, M. Necker counted too 
much on his own importance, and imagined that it would 
be at any time in his power to prevent their going into 
dangerous excesses. It must be confessed, that he at this 
period enjoyed a degree of influence at court and popular-. 
)ty in the couptry that no minister had ever bt'fcucc :UiiiU 
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cd« Without haiviog the tUle '<^ pritne minister, b& aU 
most dictated all the decisions of the Cabinet : for his ad« 
¥ioe was always adopted tiy the king ; the othei* members 
hi the adminiBtration had more the appearance of hij 
clerks than of his colleagaes^ and found it absolutely nei 
cessary to be equally obsequious. His house was filled 
with deputies from morning to nighty and several who 
weire cdnsidered as leading ones werd of the number. - 

M. Necker^s Importance, from the. time that he began 
to act a piibKc part iii France^ had always. depended ei^^ 
iher on the lavour of the monarch,' or on that of the peo** 
pie, or on both^ The nobles^ the clergy,. and the parlia^ 
ments, were no way! connected with it: none of these 
classes had ever ahewa any partiality to M* Neoker^ and 
certainly he never shewed any partiality to them. It is 
inost natural for men to impute an evil rather %o soase^ 
thing from which they themselves derive no benefit, than 
to that from which they derive the most flattering ad«> 
vantages. M. Necker might therefore be inclined to 
think, that the oppressions sufiered by the French people, 
and the public misfortunes, proceeded infinitely more 
from the privileges.enjoyed by the nobles,. therdetgy, and 
the parliaments, than from the power of the crown ; and 
that the double representation granted to the tiers^etat 
would go more directly to controul the former than the 
hitter. He must also have known indeed, that the nobles^ 
the clergy, and the parliaments, formed the only checks 
to despotinn that existed in the ancient government of 
France; but be might imagine that the new importance 
acquired by the tiers-etat would render those checks unne- 
cessary, and that he himself possessed the power of dic- 
tating to the latter— -/Au^^r shalt thrnt go^ and nojurlher. 
•But when he perceived the independent and triumphant 
manner in which the third order proceeded on the 17th 
4»f June, he begaa to fear that not only the privileged or- 
ders, but the crown itself, and that degree of authority 
^ which is necessary to give effect and energy to govern- 
ment, were in daiiger ; and he imagined it was full time 
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to pMiQimce his veto^ <4>^ prerent the torrent of denotov 
cmcy from rolU^g any fiirtb«r« 

The nMesy wha had aa Utile finth jn M. Necker'a ^ 
hifities a» they bad tove fer hm person, and persuade 
that the torrent could be no more stopped hy hit ioAueDce 
than the wares were by the voice of Canute^ were loeady 
tft sinkinto despair^ 

It waa moved in their assemUy, that^ after inviting the 
clergy to join them, they should ccmstitute th^nsrives in* 
to an upper houses in imitatioa of the British House ef 
Peers* Whether H proceeded from prejudice against 
whatever is. British^ or that they were abocked at the 
idea of depecialiDg the pare metal of nobility with siseh 
a mass of ecclesiastical alloy, the proposal was heard with 
indignationy and rejected with sccnm. In an addbrisflnte 
t^ king they justified their own conduct, and atronglj 
accused the tieioketat for thehr late usiirpationa> particiiDi 
hirly for declaring all th taxes ill^al. 

M. Neeker in the meuitime composed a kind of ^an 
of government, or declaration of rights, winch he expccU 
ed would moderate the fermentation, and oanciHate ^ 
minds of the commons, while it wouM also prove in some 
degree satisfactory to the other orders. In the qrstem 
here traced out by M. Nedcer, many sources of comphdat 
and oppression were removed ; and on the whole it was 
well conceived, and might have formed the basis of an 
excellent constitution. Had he advised the king, and 
prevailed on him to have made the same proposal at the 
first meeting of the states-general, before the minds of 
the deputies were heated by debate, and provoked by op^ 
position, it would in alt prbbability have been joyfuHy ae» 
cepted. Such a sedate and steady step towards liberty 
would have led to her attainment with much more cmpu 
tainty than all the furious strides and jumps, by whid» the 
French nation afterwards overshot her, and caught \is&h* 
tiousness in her stead. 

M. Neeker presented his plan to the king^ advising bis 
miyesty to lay it before the states-geHeral, at a royal i 



Digitized by 



Google 



yEfiKCR BBTOliimoX. Bfi 

tabu to be directly ^tmnioiied for that puffme* The 
king, ykbo had hitherto implidtly approved of M. Necker^s 
proposals, sumtnoned an extraordinary council on the pr^ 
aent occasion, to examine the piece which the mimster Imd 
presented to him. The plan was in general approved at 
by this couBciL A very few alterations were made, and. 
those, as I am assured, not very material ; the most im- 
portant being in the words, and iK>t in the meaning or 
import of the articles. 

There had. long been different forms of expression used 
hj the council for the annulling of acts or judgments of 
courts of justice, or of municipalities. The most rigoroua 
form was in the use of the wo^rd, caaaoHon ; the most mo* 
dierate form connsted in the following tenns.«-«iS((iiM«Virr£- 
ter i Ul Jugemeni que U m dedaroit cammt non avenu^'^ 
that is to say, the king orders 4lie contrary, as if the act 
-or judgment had never passed. In the plan delivered to 
the council by M. Necker, be made use of the most mo- 
derate form in annulling thie decrees of the tiers-etat of 
the 17th of June. The council, to mark with the great- 
er force the king's disapprobation of thbse decrees, used 
the most rigorous terms, particularly in the third article, 
Le rat c(isse et annulk, eomme anttaniatttiUtonilUSf coiUraires 
aux kUre$ de conz^ocotton, et opposees i FinitrSt de V$M. 
M. Necker certainly was in the right: provided the giant 
he destroyed, it is of no importance whether he dies by a 
^oske from the sling of a stripling, or by the thunderbolt 
of Jupiter. Tet the king adhered to the alterations ma4e 
by the councils, which was unfortunate; becaase by that 
means the form of declaraticm most likely to offend the 
assembly was adopted : and also because, however imma- 
terial the difference between the two forms was, still tb#t 
which was preferred could not be sidd to be the work of 
M. Necker, which alone would have secured it a more fa- 
vourable reception. 

On the 19th of June, the assembly of the clergy^ whp 
had been disputing for several days where they should ve> 
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ytfy thdr poir^rs, decided by asoiftU majiirity to join.tbc 
liatibnal aasembtj-^which struck such an alarm into the as- 
sembly of the nobles, that. one of them pressed to ad-> 
^iress the king to dissolve the states^generaL This mea- 
sure was not adopted ; but the court seem to have been 
act much alarmed as the nobles ; f or a jfiarty of the guards 
inere ordered to take possession of the hall on ..the morn-^ 
lug of the 20th of June^ when the junction was to have 
been, and at the same time a procIacAation was made ii^i 
the following tehns.-«« 

< De par le Sou Le roi ayant resolu de tenir une se^ 
anee royale aux etats-gtfneraux, Lundi S2 Juin, les pre- 
paratifs k faire dans lea trois sall^s qui servent aux assem- 
blies des ordres, exigent que les assemblcessoient.s^speUi- 
dues jusqu^apres la tenue de iadite stance/ 

When M.BaiUyy the president of the assembly^ came 
to the gate of the hall» he was refused admittance, and 
then demanded> to speak to the officer of the guard. The 
officer told him, that he had orders to permit no person 
whomsoever to enter the hall of the states^generaL < I 
protest against such orders/ said M. Bailly, < and I will 
give an account of this to the national assembly.' 

The deputies were at this time in various groups stand- 
ing before the gate. A rumour was spread, that the in- 
tention of the court was to dissolve the states-general. 
This occasioned a clamour amoeg the multitude which 
surrounded the groups of deputies, every minute aug- 
menting. < Gentlemen,' said M. Bailly addressing the - 
deputies, < itis not a particular space surrounded by walls 
'which constitutes a national assembly ; we may assemble 
within or without^ in the plains or in the mountuns; 
wherever we meet, we equally are the national assembly.** 

^ Let us go forthwith to Marly ,^ said one of the depu- 
ties, ^ and hold a session on the terrace : let the king 
himself take his place among us, and hear the language of 
liberty.' 

But M. BaiUy, having called the secretaries of the as- 
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tembly to accompany him, went again to the gate of th'6 
hall, and required that all the papers belonging to the 
assembly might be delivered to them. The oflBcer im- 
mediately allowed them to enter, and to take the papers^ 
The workmen had already removed all the benches, and 
#ere erecting a throne, and making other preparstionafoi^ 
the royal session; 

At thb time it rain^ violently. Unwilling, however^ 
to separate before they had come to some general resolu<J 
tion, the president invited the depi^ies td accompany 
him to an adjacent teiitiisscourt, where they might hold a 
jneetingj 

The various groups of deputies then uniting into ohef 
body followed the president; and in the enthuuastic state 
of their minds it will readily be imagined,- that the ap- 
plause of the surrounding multitude was a full compensa* 
tion for the inconveniences they suffered from the rain z 
it is m&re than probi(ble indeed, that th^ shower which 
was then at the height^ by rendering the scene more af-* 
fecting, and giving it the appearance of persecution^ in- 
creased the enjoyment of inany of the actors ; and although 
(be raih was the only incident in those scenes which could 
not possibly be charged against the court, yet it oontri* 
buted more than all the rest to augment the indignation: 
of the multitude, rendering the court more odious and the 
deputies laore jtf eeioiis in their eyes, by fixing on them in 
some degree the character of martyrs in addition to that of 
patriots. 

When they were convened in the tennis-court, M«r 
Bailiy read a letter to the deputies, which he had receiv- 
ed that morning, informing him, that the king had order- 
ed the heralds to proclaim a royal session- to be held on 
the S2d ; and that the hall must of course be prepared 
f<Nr that purposcl. He also communicated to them the an- 
swer which he bad sent to the marquis de Brez€, the 
master o^ the ceremonies, and which was io these words. 
-i-« N^ayant pasr etrcore re9u d'ordres du roi,monsiei:A*, et^ 

toL. IV. a 
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PaisembMe iuni ttmonc^e poor hait heuivt, j« me nsu^ 

dni o& moo detmr m^appeUd/ * 

~ The president, no doubt, intended tfa«t it should be 

understood from this answer, thet be would take nothing 

as an order from tbe king, which did not come directly 

from his majesty to him without tbe intervention of a third 

peeson. 

M. Bailly had scarcely finished reading the answer he 
had sent to the marquis de Br6zi6, when he received an- 
Qftfaer letter from the same gentleman, declaring that it 
was by the pomtive wders of the king he had sent him 
word, that as a royal session was to be held on the 2Sd, 
which required preparations in the three halls of the three 
diffN'ent orders, it was his majesty^s pleasure that there 
should be no meeting of the deputies until then ; and that 
he had given orders, that no person should be admitted 
into the halL 

This excit^ fresh ind^nation and some threats against 
tiie marquis de Br^se, It was the universal opinion of 
the deputies, diat there was an intention to dissolve the 
assembly of the states-general . 

M. Bailly, having exhorted them to calmness, desired 
their opinions with respect to tbe proper jneasiires to be 
adopted in the present emergency. M. Target, M. Bar- 
nave, and others, made discourses, the tendency of which 
was to increase a heat, which of itself was every moment 
augmenting. At length M. Mounlier, a man of modera- 
tion, whose views were directed to a reform of govern- 
ment consistent with the preservation of the monarchy, 
proposed an oath to be taken on the spot by the deputies, 
never to part until the important objects for which they 
had been chosen by ihm constituents were attained, and 
the constitution was completed. This motion having 
been universally approved, M. Bailly in the most solemn 

* Raraing received no particular order from the king, sir^ and the at* 
aenbly having been appointed to meet at eight oVIoek, I shall go whera 
ay dtttj calls me. 
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nmncr pronounced the wards of the ooth^ to whicii idl 
the depaties, joining handa, aniiounced their adherence 
bj an affirmative acdamationy which waa followed by the 
ehouts of the MpeeiaUitSf whoy in the ferroiHr of endiu«ir 
asm, poured many blessings on the deputies aa the savi^ 
ours of their country. M. Nedser was at tlus time absMit 
from Versailles, attending a dying relation, and entirely 
escaped the odium in which the court and other minbters 
were inyolved. 

The following day the court returned from Marly to 
VersliiUes^ and a rumour spread that the king had abao^ 
donedtbe measure of holding a royal session. The joy 
which this news occasioned at Paris^ is a sufficient evU 
dence that something pernicious was expected from that 
fiieasuK. It was not abandoned, however, but oi^y post- 
poned for one day, and instead of title 38d the SSd was 
announced by proclamation as the day on which it waa to 
be held : and, that M. Bailly might have no reason to 
complain of not being made acquainted with the king^s 
pleasure by a direct message from his majesty, a letter 
was sent to him in these words.— 

* Je vous previens, monsieur, que la i&ince que j^ai 
indiquee pour demain, Lundi, n'aura lien que Mardi it 
^x heures du matin, et que la sa salle ne sera ouverte 
que pour ce moment. (Signfe) Locis.^* 

The marquis of Bres8, who transmitted this note from 
the king to M. Bailly, requested at the same time, that 
the latter would acknowledge the receipt of it"«-which the 
president did in the following laconic terms**-* 

< J'ai re9u, monsieur, la lettre du roi, qui m'est ad* 
dressee, et que sa majestc vous a charg6 de me fsire te* 
nir. iPai Phonneur d'etre, ke.'*'f 

In advising the king to address his letter directly to 

* I premonish you, sir, that the session which I int«nded for tonnor* 
towy Monday, will not take place till Tuesday at ten •'clock, and. that 
tte haU wm not be open till then. (tilgiied) I^uis. 

f I have Deceived, sir» the king's letter which was addressed to me, 
and which his majesty orderNl^ you to transmit to me. I havie the ho« 
aour to be, &c. 

o3 
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M. fiaflly, in eonsequence of the hint ghrenr in Msi fbc^ 
mer note to the marquis de Brez^, there appears a d^** 
gree of condescension which does not at all accord with 
the lofty measures of the court- on the 5E0th, and seems to 
indicate a disposition tarelinqubh them.*^ It was evident^ 
however, from the bim^s note,, that. his majesty etpected 
that no attempt should be made to assemble the deputies 
in the common ball» or dsewhere, before they met at 
the royal session. This did not prevent M. Bailly and 
the deputies from going to the tennis-court, with a view 
to hold their assembly and unite wilh the clergy:. but 
they fodnd it so muclr* crowded with the peej^ who- were 
desirous of being witness to that ceremony, that they i^ 
tired in search of a more comiiiodious place, and first i^ 
f^lied to the monks of the conveAt of Beedlets for the 
use of their church*. Those fathers rejuresented, that 
they depended on the bounty of the king for their main« 
lenance, and begged that their churish might not be madef 
use of for a purpose which their benefactor disapproved. 
From the BecolletrM. BMHy^and the de|»uties' repaired 
again to the gate of their own- ball, and were again re^* 
fused admission by the guards.- As they must have fore- 
seen that this urould be the case, the second attempt could 
only be intended to augment the rage of the people a*- 
gainst those who treated their representatives with such 
indignity, and forced them to wander from place to place 
for shelter, and in search of a hall to assemble in. Whal 
renders this conjecture the more probable is, that the in- 
stant the officer of the guards refused them admittanccy^ 
the president and' ali the deputies betook, themselves. to 
the church of St. Louis v into which having entered with^ 
out difficulty, the oath t&ken at the tenais-coort was ad- 
ministered to Aose di^putieS' who had not been present on 
that occasion. While they were employed in this man- 
ner, and- in settling some other ceremonials,, the majority, 
of the clergy wens assembling in^tlie choir. When all were 
adjusted, the clergy, with several* bishops at their head, 
joined them. The doors of the choiir were thrown open. 
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The deputies of the tiers-etat receiyed their new awociales 
9f itkopen armd, and the vault of the church resounded with 
ihe acdamations of the spectators. The clergy took their 
aeats on the right hand of the president. The marquis 
of Blaoon and .the comte Antoine. d'AgouIt, deputies from 
4he province of Bauphiny, attended on this occasion, and 
had their powers vc»rified. Th^y said that they were 
prompted to this step, without waiting for the rest o{ the 
order to which they belonged, by their consciences apd 
by lowfi for their country. They were the only deputies 
of the order of noblesse who joined the tiers-etat previous 
to the royal session. 

On the £8d of June, all the streets of Versailles lead* 
ing to the hall of the assembly were filled with detach* 
ments from the French and the Swiss gu^^ds, while par- 
ties of the marechaussee patrolled around the hall, and 
through the streets, with orders to disperse crowds or 
groups, wherever they were pb$erved U> be forming. 

By the proclamation the deputies were directed to at- 
tend at ten in the morning ; bpt, acoordipg to the cere* 
monial which was observed, the clergy were admitted 
first, and placed.at the right hand of the throne prepsiTed 
for the king. The nobles were introduced next, and seat- 
ed pn the left. This took up a considerable space of 
time, during which the depudes of the third order were 
oUiged to seek shelter from the rain in ap old wooden 
house near the hall, and on the great avenu^. 

As the two privileged orders were not placed so soon 
^ was ^i^pected, it was ioiagined that the time was pro- 
longed unnecessarily. Af. Qaiily had some sharp alter, 
cation with the marquis de Breze on that account; but 
the tiers*etat were at last admitted, and placed themselves 
below the two other orders on each side, and at the end 
of the hall opposite to thei throne. 

The king having left th^ palace as soon as the deputies 
were placed, arrived with a pompous retinue, and seated 
himself on the throne a little after eleven. He was sur- 
rounded by the princes of the blood, the dukes and 



Digitized by 



Google 



pBMt, and ecirtiin ofkitn of the hoiudibld ; tarn heraldi, 
with their king at ftrmt, stood in the middle of the heU $ 
and the ttimisters were seated around a table itnmeifiatilf 
before the throne. But one chur waa vaoant : M. Neoker 
was sdil in attendance on his aick relation* Some think 
that he saerifioed public duty a little too mueh to private 
feeling on this oooasion ; others aocuse him of having ab* 
sented himself frofli pique, beeauae the memorial and |daii 
which he had drawn up was not Kleraify adopted by the 
couneil and approved by the king. But, whatever waa 
the cause, his absence had an ill effect ; it gave the pub» 
lie an impression that he did not approve of the measuiea 
of the court, and it rendered the deputies suspictous even 
of those parts of the king^s declaration whidh wef% tbo 
most agreeable to their own principles. This jeakniay 
and distrust threw a ghnmi over the meeting, which waa 
augmented by the accident of one of the king*8 secratariaa 
dying of an apoplexy in the middle o€ the halL 

The king having pronounced an introductory discourse, 
the declaration or plan of a new constitution and system 
of government was read. By this the proceedings of the 
national assembly were annulled ; the liberty of the jHeaa 
was recommended, but with such restrictions as might 
have had a tendency to render it of little utility. A 
desire to secure personal fteedom was expressed ; but die 
assembly were invited to recon<nle the abolition of letttea 
de cachet, so universally wished for, with die safety of 
the government, the power of repressing the first symp« 
toms of sedition, and securing the honmr i(f prixfoUe j^ 



* Thie lait srtids maj settii extraoidioaiy to Britifh •uljtcISi wli« 

vill naturally think, that the honour of private fkmilies would hav« m 
greater chance of being iiyured than protected by lettres de cachet. But, 
during the ancient government, when any person of a noble flimily wat 
eondemoed by law to he p«ibNciy executed, all their relattoni, whether 
tbegr had any regard fof the oondenmcd peraon, or asy belief of hia Ibm 
noceoce or not, used their interest to prevent hia execiition-«-becausc^ 
^m an old prejudice stronger in France than in any other country, » 
|>ttbU9 execu^on ^i^ considered ^s dishonouring ^9 whole faquly* VHiea 
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06 the otiier hmid, die king was by tliif piaa boond 
horn esteblitlnng tny new tax withoat the oonteot cf the 
representatiTes of the nation. No privilege or distinetioii 
of orders was to prevent the equal pajmeot of taxes* 
The conr^e, so oppressive on the peasantry, was to be en- 
ftireljr abcdished* The disdnetton of orders was to be pre* 
served ; but the deputies were to assendile asA debate in 
common, and the pv^lic representation was to be sailed 
from the encroachments of the crown. Many other la- 
lotary plans of reform were recoflBmended ; the whole m^ 
nifesting sudi a disposition to meet the wishes of tile pee* 
pie as merited a return of gratitude, and formed a founda- 
tion upon which a happy and permanent structure of free 
government might have been built* 

Of all the articles in the ktng^s declaration, perhaps the 
most unpopular and offensive was that prohibiting any 
person except the deputies themsdves from beii^ piescdt 
at their deliberations, whether they were held in oommoa 
or in the chambers of their respective orders; yet none 
could be more necessary for the maintenance of order, de- 
cency, the freedom of debate, and for the pufaiic weal. 

That all the concesnons which the king seemed willing 
to make to the wishes of the nation were not received by 
llie deputies of the tier&etat with satisfaction, seems to 
have been owing, 1st, To their having been delayed 
until the majority of the dergy had united with them» 
wJnch it was firmly behaved would be soon followed by 

Ibe e«M» therefore* WM tSienght too atrocious to give bopee of obtaimsg 
A fuU pardoD, the relations made interest for a lettre de cachet, to shut 
up the criminal for life. This is probably what is alluded to in the lung's 
declaration, hj the expression of securing the honour of private families. 
Tet no maxira was more admired or oftener qitoted hj the French, than 
the ine exprtseion of one of their own poets. 

£e mmefiit la hoitief ei fumjpai Veckajfiiud, 
This prejudice was removed by the eonstitution, which was accepted 
by the king on the 14th of September 1791 ; and most fortunate it is for 
private families that this precaution was thought of, otherwise there are 
very Urn prfvate femilies in France who would not at pressat be soifoi- 
«jdei«d as dlsboiioured* 
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thftt of a great part of the nobles. 5M» To some of them 
having been delivered in terms too dictatorial, it was said 
that those who wished well to the cause of freedom would 
not adopt the languiiige of despotism ; the maxim suaviter 
inmodo etjbrtittr in re, was never more necessary and ne- 
ver less observed than on this occasion.' 3d, To M. Neck- 
ser^s having rejected the advances made to him by Mira- 
:beau ; for had the latter been on a . good understanding 
-and cooperated with the former, there can be little doubt 
•but their conjoint influence would have prevailed on the 
> tiers to have been satisBed with the plan as it was, or with 
- a few alterations. 4th, The absence of M. Necker from 
die ceremony of the royal session, which convinced the 
people and the deputies that he did not approve of the 
-plan of government, and rendered them distrustful of the 
intentions pf the court 5th, The iU4iumour into which 
the deputies of the third order were thrown, by the sud- 
den shutting up of their hall, and by the marks of ne- 
glect pr contempt which were shewn to them on various 
occasions between that period and the royal sessions. 6th, 
The numerous military detachments that patrolled through 
' the streets of Versailles, and around the hall of the assemr 
bly, on the day of that session. . At a time when so many 
incidents concurred •• to fill the minds of the people with 
prejudice agaiqst the noblesse, diffidence of the court, and 
. an enthusiastic vanciration for the deputies of the third 
prder; when the deputies themselves had caught fresh 
enthusiasm from that of the people, and fresh courage 
from a view of the support they had; nothing could be 
Worse judged than the ostentatious procession of the court 
from the palace to the l^all, t}ie embroidered heralds and 
numerous guards, as likewise thp unusual display of pomp- 
ous carriages and gaudy liveries of the noblesse ; while 
the deputies of the tiers-etat, w|)o in fact had the power 
of the state in their hands, wer^- huddled together und^r 
the shade of an old house, until i\io9ie wbp were thought 
worthy of attention being commodiously seated, they at 
}a$t were allowed to enter and stand like a niobat thebo^ 
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torn of the ball. Pompous ceremonies and proeesstc^ns^ 
when the minds of the spectators are averse to the oeca^ 
sion of them and alienated from the performers, instead cif 
veneration excite disgust or contempt. It is performing 
high mass with Bomisb splendour before a congregation 
of presbyteriansp 

After the declaration was read, no mark of approbation 
or discontent, except that of profound silence^ was given* 
The king then rose, and addressing the assembly once 
more said,-— < Yous venes, messieurs, d'entendre le i^'sulr 
tat de mes dispositions, et de mes vues ; elles sont oon* 
. formes au vif desir que j'ai d^'operer le bien public ; et n 
par une fatalite loin de ma pensee vous m^abandonniea 
dans une si belle entreprise, seul, je ferai le biea de mes 
peuples, &c. Sec 

< Reflechissez, messieurs, qu'^aucun de vos projets ne 
pent avoir force de Jpi sans moq approbation speciale. 
Ainsi je suis le gairant naturel de yos djrpits r^spectifs, et 
tous les <»dres de Tetat peuvent se reppser sur .mon equi- 
table impartiality** Tout defiance de votre part seroit un^ 
grande injustice. C'est moi j usqu'^il present qui fais tout pour 
le bonheur de mes peuples ; et il est rare, peutr^tre, qup 
Tunique ambUion d'un souverain soit d'obtenir de ses su- 
jets qu'ils s^ntendent eoiin pour accepter ses bienfaits.*^ 

He concluded by ordering them to separate directly, 
. and to assemble the following day, each in the chaniher 
appropriated to the order to which he belongedr 

* You have heard, gentlemen, the result of taj intentions or views ^ 
they are conformable to the lively desire I have for the public good{ aii4 
if yon, by tome fatality far from' my thoughts, should abandon me in so 
praiseworthy an enterprise — I aloue irill i|Ccon)pUsl| the happiness of my 
subjects, &C. 

Recollect, gentlemen, that none of yQur projects can have the force ^f 
law without my particular approbation. Thus I am the natural guaran^ 
efjoitt respective rights, and all the orders of the'state may rely upon my 
JU80QI9 and impartiaUty«r4ll di^dence on your part would he doing me 
grea^.injustice : it is I who have hitherto done all for the good of my 
people ; and it is perhaps a little singular, that the sole ambition of a 
eovereign should be to prevail on his subjects to agree with each othef, 
that they may receive his {svou^d to the greater advantage. 
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tf it nme aoi Icnowiiy that no part of the spc^hat pn». 
wmmoed by the king on this oocasbn, nor of the dedan- 
tion read in his name, were of hta oompootion, the self- 
aufficiency and loftineM of this speech are so contrary to 
the natural diffidence of bis character, that it would be 
quite apparent that this at least could not be his» It is 
eertainly not unusual for ministers to regale the soTereigns^ 
in whose service they are, with occasional treats of pane- 
gyric ; but they generally contrive to have them pronoun* 
ced by some other orator than the sover^gn himself; and 
the ministers of Lewis XVI were blameable for having 
deviated from the established custom in the present in- 
stance; but they were still more blameable for placing 
their master in the awkward situation of giving commands^ 
without having secured the means of enforcing obedi* 
enoe* 

. As soon as the king had pronounced this peremptoiy 
order, he retired, and was followed by the nobility and 
the majority of the clergy. The deputies of the commons 
remained. They seemed indignant, but not intimidated. 
As a hint to them to withdraw, workmen were sent into 
the hall to remove the throne and the benches near it. 
More respectful than those who sent them, the workmen 
suspended their labour, on perceiving that the deputies 
did not retire. When their perseverance was known at 
the court, M. de Brea^, an officer, was sent to remind them 
of the king'*s orders. To this admonition M. BaiUy, the 
president, replied, that the national assembly received or* 
ders from no person. An interval of silence followed, dur* 
ing which it was doubtful whether all the deputies approv- 
ed the president's answer or not. Mirabeau seizing the 
critical moment exclaimed, * Nous avons entendu les in- 
tentions qu'on a suggerces au roi ;' and then, addresnng 
the officer of the court, conUnued, * et vous qui ne sauriez 
Ctre son organe aopves des etats generaux, vous qui n'avez 
ici ni place, ni voix, ni droit de parler, vous n*6tes pas fait 
pour nous rappeller son discours ; allez dire ^ ceu;^ qui 
yous envoient que nous sommes ici par U volontc du peu« 
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pie, et qti*on ne nous en ftrraeh^ta que pftr la pu»Miio€i 
des bayonettes.^* 

The immediate eflR^ct of this speech of Mirabeaa was, 
that the deputiet, by a general acelaaiatimi, annoitiiMl 
their assent to what he had pronouneed. The presidenl 
then addressing himself to M. de Breast said, ' The aa« 
tembly decreed yesterday, that they would continue their 
meeting after the royal session ; I can make no altera* 
tion in this decree.'—* Shall I carry that answer to the 
king?* said M.de Brexc. — ^ Yes, sir,' rejoined the prea^ 
dent 

When de Brfz€ was withdrawn, Mirabeau proposed^ 
that the persons of the deputies should be declared in« 
Tiolable, and that whoever should make any attempt a* 
gainst their liberty should be deemed traitors to the coun<^ 
try, and guilty of a capital crime ; which passed into a de* 
cree immediately. The abbe Sieyes made an haranguct 
the tendency ofwhich was to encourage them to adhere to 
their purpose of re-establishing the nation in its rights^ 
and forming a free constitution, which no power on earth, 
he said, had a right to do for tbexn ; and he used an ex* 
pression, which was admired at the time, and has been 
often quoted since.—* Do you not feel, gentlemen, that 
you are to-day what you were yesterday ?' He finished 
his speech by moving, that their assemblies should bo 
public* No authority^ he ^dded, should prevail on them 
to exclude the pec^e from hearing their debates, Tbia 
also was agreed to, and the assembly soon after brok^ 
up. 

When M. le marquis de Breze made bis report to the 
council of the manner in which the king's orders had been 
obeyed, they seemed in a greater dilemma and much more 

* Yes, we bave heard what the king has been prevailed oa to express. 
But yoa, who cannot be his organ in this assembly ; you, who have here 
neither seat nor vote, nor any right whatever, are not the proper person to 
remind us of his discourse. Go and tell those who sent you, that we are 
here assembled by the wiU of the French people, ^4 nothing will m^kf 
i»8 retirp but the ba^oqet. 
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claimed than the assembly had bepn when they heaid 
them delivered.* 

As there were four thousand guards under arms on the 
day of the royal session, and seven or eight regiments in 
the neighbourhood of Versulks, the passive timidity of 
the council may seem extraordinary. The following cir^ 
eumstances are s^d to have made 'a strong impression^ 
and to have contributed to an alteration in their measures. 
At the ceremony in the tennis-court on the 20th, several 
of the guards had appeared greatly affected ; and it was 
believed, that none but the foreign troops would have 
9beyed, if any violence had beei^ ordered to be used to 
the deputies. When the king returned from the assem^ 
biy to the palace on the SSd, although the streets were 
crowded with people, they maintained a sullen silence. 
No sign of applause, not so much as a single Vive U Roii 
was heard-i-an event without a precedent in the annals of 
the French monarchy ; for the French populace hithertp 
|)ad been as much acpustomed to applaud their king^ 
l^hatever his character was, as often as he appeared iix 
public, as the ancient j^^gyptians were to WOTsbip what* 
ever the priests presented to them, wh^th^ in the form 
pf a crocodile or a calf, 

* Those who suggested these peremptory orders given by the king on 
the present occasion, seem to have acted on the sam^ principle with Baya 
in the duke of Buckingham's Rehearst^-- who, to make sure of the suc-i 
cess of his piece^ said, that lie would appear on the stage in mourning, at«» 
tended by an executioner, and roundly tell the audience, that if they did 
l^ot Immediately applaud his play, he would order the execMtiooer to ck^ 
off his head before their faces ; on which, adds he, they will all applaud. 
]put on its being suggested, that possibly the audience might not applaud^ 
Bays had thought of no suhterfage, by whieh he might i^void th^ oth^ ^y^ 
$ernative. 
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CHAPTER X; 



Great Popdariiy ofM. Necker — JDiscfrder^ in Paris^^Part of 
the Order of Ndbtts join the Naiionid A^sembly^Reflections 
im that eveht-^Populace demand h he ddndUed, contrary id 
the King^i Orderi'^DepiUation to the King on that ntbfect'^ 
The JK)^ deiiret ihe Nobles and Ckrgy to unite with the Tiers^ 
Etat — Debates on that Subject — The two superior Orders join 
the Natifmal Assembly^^Universal Joy^^Diseourse of MuroM 
beau^B^ectiotts* 

CjrKKAT numbers of the deputies^ after the breaking u|^ 
of the assembly, went directly to M. Necker^s hotel ; bufe 
be^ on the pretext of being indisposed, saw very few of 
them. It was soon after rumoured, that the king wa9 
displeased with the minister,^ becaase he had not attend«^ 
ed the royal session^ and that he was to be dismissed 
from the administration. In the evening,' however, he 
went to wait on his majesty. This was no sooner known, 
and it was known immediately, than the eourts of the 
palace were crowded with the populace, who from time 
to time exclaimed, Vive M. Necker i Point de demission / 
but no cry of Vive le Rot ! was heard. 

After his conference with the king, as M. Necker re^ 
tamed to his own house, the multitude surrounding him 
insisted on bis giving his promise not to* resign his situa^ 
tion. This they obtained without much difficulty. The 
assurance was heard with transport ; those fnearest him 
held him up in their arms to gratify tlieir fellow-citizens 
with a sight of this favouri^ minister, and then actually 
carried him in this triumphant manner to his hotel. . 

The nobles, and the minority of the clergy who had[ 
l}ot united with the tiers^tat^ met the day after the royal 
session in their respective chambers, as the king had en- 
joined; but the other deputies, still retaining the name* 
of the national assembly, met m the old hall, and deli- 
berated as a complete legislative body. Nothing can be 
ii stronger prtx>f how much all the king's inJAinctions were. 
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disregarded) than that on this first meeting, although he 
had ordered that none but deputies should be aditiitted 
to hear their debates, a great number of strangers wert 
present* The sentries at the door asked of each person 
that presented himself, if he was a deputy ; but if bj his 
hentation there was reason to suspeet that he was not, 
the sentry whispered to him, Say yes, and immediately 
desired him to enter. 

• While the disputes concerning the union of the orders 
existed at Versailles, the minds of the Parisians mere in 
continual agitation. Messengers were dispatched several 
times a-day from Versailles, to inform the groups and 
bands of politicians in the Palais Royal, of what passed 
at the assembly ; and, if any one ventured to utter an ex- 
pression contrary to the prevailing opinion, he was expos- 
ed to the capricious insults of the multitude. 

They obliged one person to make what they called a» 
mende hcnordbkj by asking pardon on his knees and kiss- 
ing the ground ; others they punished with the rod ; and 
one unfortunate ecclesiastic they treated so rudely, by 
dioving him from one side to the other of the circle which 
surrounded him, that he was long confined to his bed, and 
with difficulty escaped with his life from the consequences 
of this barbarous sport. 

One wretch, who had a diabolical rancour against M. 
d'Espremenil, seized the moment when a bulletin just 
brought from Versailles was read to a group in one of the 
public places, accusing him as an apostate from the cause 
of the people, and made a most violent harangue against 
that gentleman, which he concluded by a proposal, that, 
as his person was not immediately in their power, they 
should turn his wife and children into the street, and 
bum his house. A person of presence of mind and hu- 
manity, who heard this shocking proposal, and was afraid 
that some of the most furious might adopt it, exclaimed,' 
* that it would be no punishment to the real criminal, be- 
cause the house and furniture belonged to the landlord, 
his wife to the pubUc ; and that as for the children, they 
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pnbaps belonged to some of the best patriots in the oooi^ 
pany. 

This sarcasm agunst M. d^Espremenil was believed 
Beitber by the speaker nor the audience ; but as it put 
them in a humour inconsistent with the horrid proposal, 
which certainly was the intention of the speaker^ it may 
be considered as a very happy jest. 

Besides the moveable groups which were constantly 
forming and dissolving in the Palais Royal, a band of 
young men formed themselves into a society, erected a 
scaffi^d sheltered from rain, in a form of a kind of hall, 
and, in imitation of the assembly at Versailles, /chose a 
president and secretaries, and debated on political ques« 
tionif. Here the most incendiary motions were made, and 
the most extravagant and ridiculous accusations against 
the ministers and persons of distinction of both sexes be* 
longing to the court. Those accusations for being ndw 
culous were not the less dangerous ; as they exposed the 
objects of them to the insults and fury of the mob. At 
the conclusion of each debate, there was a decree or sen- 
tence, expressive of the opinion of the society, immedi- 
ately drawn up and announced to the multitude. After 
a long debate respecting M. d^spremenil, who, from 
being esteemed as a patriot, was now detested as a cour« 
tier, the sentence of this society was, that his name should 
be erased from the list of counsellors of the parliament, 
and he himself declared a traitor to his country. 

L^Abbfc Maury by the same authority was to be placed 
on a pillory on the Pont-neuf, there to remain during the 
sitting of the states-general. 

A third sentence was, that all persons of the name of 
Polignac should be transported to the poorest part of the 
province of Auvergne, that it might be fertilized by their 
riches* This was directed against Madame de Polignac, 
the c|[ueen*s favourite, who was supposed to have enriched 
herself and many of her relations at the expense of the 
itational treasure. 

What was burlesque or humourous in these mock de- 
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orees ntede them a source of mirth, till their oonsequeoces 
jbecame not only serious but horrible. Perhaps it is eha^ 
taeteri&tic of the French more thap of any other nation^ 
to bknd sentiments of gaiety with those of atrocity, al^ 
(hough every idea belonging to the latter ought to ex« 
elude all tendency to the former. Instances of this un- 
natural mixture are npt unfrequent in the writings of 
Voltmre; and many shocking proofs of it occur in the 
tourse of the French revolution. 

To quiet the minds of the Parisians, and prevent difr> 
order^ M. Necker wrote a letter to M. de Grosne, lieute- 
nant of police, giving assurance that the king had no in« 
tention of dissolving thef states-general. Indeed, it was- 
now apparent, both at Versailles and at Paris, that. they 
would be dissolved in no othelr way than by being all 
froited with the tiers-etat, under the common nacme of the 
national assembly. This was known to be the wi^ of 
the duke of Orleans,, and generally imagined, in him, to 
proceed from childish and ungenerous motives; but there 
were memberii of the body of noble^, who, notwithstand- 
ing the privileges whith they themselves enjoyed, beheld 
with painful sensibility the' sufferings of the lai^ge mass of 
their countrymen^ under ther manifold abuses of the ito* 
cient government. Their object was the reformation of 
Hbuses and acquisitbn of freedom, by the establishment 
of a government^ in which the monarch as well as the 
people would be gainers; because the power of doing^ 
wrong, and of becoming corrupt and unhappy, would be 
limited on his part, and the necessity of crouching under 
oppression and insult would be removed on theirs ; be- 
cause he would acquire subjects whose love would do him 
honour, iiistead of daves, whose applause was a proof of 
liothing but their own debasement. But that portion of 
the nobles who thought in this manner, also thought^ that 
their object was not to be attained without abandoning* 
on the present emergency the elass to which they belong- - 
ed, which they saw attached to the old system, and joining, 
the tiers^tat. 
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A genlleiiian of this ooualry, wbo wilh a most eonpre* 
hfMive natttfftl understandings possesses a grant store xjt 
useful wid ornanctttal litoratuf)e*-*«ot like tliose nilia pos- 
sess that ktad of pn^ierty, |mi if it w«re alt in land er en 
flsor^age, which cannot alwajs be turned to immedkitet 
use, bnt like one who has the Talue of a targe' estate all 
in sterling gold at his eomnand) on every private or pvib*^ 
lie occasion—- this gentleman obserres^ ttMtt ^ turbulent, 
discontented men of quality, in proportion as tliey are- 
puffed up with personal pride and arrogance^ generally 
despise their own order : one of the first symptoms they 
discover erf* a selfish and mischievous ambition, is a profli* 
gate disregard of a dignity which they partake with others. 
To be attached to the subdivision, love the little pla- 
toon we belong to in socie^, is the first principle (the 
germ as it were) of public afTectiens ; it is the first link 
in the series by which we proceed towards a love to our 
country and to mankind. The interests of that portion 
of social arrangement are a trust in the hands of all those 
who compose it ; and as none but bad men would justify it 
in abuse, none but traitors wouk) barter it away for their 
own pwsonal advantage.^ 

These observations are in some respects as just as they 
are ingenious. Unquestionably an attachment to the liu 
tie platoon to which a man accidentally belongs, is a step 
towards general benevolence beyond mere selfishness; but 
it is a step which many people take without advancing 
farther. In defending the privileges and claims of the 
particular class to which a man belongs, he may only 
think of his own interest ; and there are instances of men 
who have distinguished themselves by that kind of zeal, 
without any good-will to one individual of the profession 
or class to which they bebnged. 

It is an indisputable truth, that none but 'traitors would 
barter away, for their own particular interest, any of the 
general privileges of that class of society to which they 
belong; but it is equally true, that the man who is will- 
ing tP join in a general sacrifice of privileges or claims 
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wbieh have beep long aUacbed to the cUms or firotessldii 
to which he befeogs, but wbieh he thinks unjust in them^' 
selves^ and contrary to the good. of society in general^ 
a«ftsanoUer pari than the man who at all events sup^ 
ports and defends them. And, upon the whole, I am apt 
to think that move evil basaccrued to mankind from theur 
unjust partiality to the division or particular class to which 
they belongs than from theb sacrificing, its interest fioni' 
any reasoa whatever. 

Has not the fellow-feeling, which exists Arougb all &e 
branches of law and physic, been long felt and complain- 
ed of as the. source of many abuses by which the public 
suffisrs? Ha4 not the esprit de corps which reigns among^ 
the clergy afforded protection to much imposture, and 
produced much partiality to some and much persecution' 
of others, particularly in Bopian Catholic countries, where 
the power of the clergy is greater, and where there are 
fewer and less affectionate bonds of relation between- them' 
and the laity ? 

On the 34tb of June it was proposed in the assembly 
of the nobles, that they should unite with the commons ;• 
and the propriety of this measure was ably maintained by 
some members, equally distinguished for their talents and 
integrity; and on the 25th forty-seven nobles, at tho 
bead of whom was the duke of Orleans, actually went 
and incorporated themselves with, the national assembly.^ 
Having mentioned the leader, it i^ necessary, in justice 
to this band of nobility^ to add, that the duke of Roche- 
fuucault, the counts Lally Tolendal, Clermont-Tonnerre, 
and other men of unblemished character, were also of the 
number. 

They were attended through the streets with the ap* 
plauding acclamations of the people, and received with 
joy by the national assembly ; but the crowd which had 
accompanied them to the hall of the assembly insisted on 
entering and being witnesses to the happy union of the 
orders. When the request of the multitude was announ* 
ced, it produced a demur, because of the king^s express 
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c«der jdiat the people shoukl not be ptvaent at their de»\ 
bales ; for altiuM^h the sentries allowed those . to enter,: 
urbo, bqm the ()ccency of their «ppeanaice» might pass for 
deputies, they still kept oat the mere mob; A debate 
therefore ensoed on this question, whether they should 
aHesd to the king^s command, or to the requisition: of the 
mob« The reader will perhaps be surprised, that any 
d^te should arise on soch a subject ; but he cannot be 
more surprised, than M. Barnave seems to hare been; 
He began bis spe^h in these words,*— < II est etrange et 
surprenant que Ton veuille defendre a la nation Tentreo 
de.Ia salle nationale T * Althotj^b he contii!kued to speak 
with great energy, there was reason, to. fear, from the 
noise at the door, that the people would not trust their 
cause to the strength of bis arguments, but were on the 
point of using more, forcible means ; on which M* Bailly^ 
the archbishop of Vienne, and the count ClermoDt-Ton*« 
nerre, went to assure them that the assembly would send 
a deputation of their members. to. the king, to^requesta 
free entrance for them into the hall, and that in all proba« 
bility the doors would be thrown open on the following 
day. This satisfied the people ; and the deputation was 
immediately appointed, and consisted of six ecclesiastics^ 
six nobles, and twelve of the third order. This was put- 
ting the king to the disagreeable alternative of either in* 
creasing the discontent of the people, or recalling the or- 
der he had given. It was not difficult t& foresee the con^ 
sequence. 

The majority of the nobles, however, and the minority 
of the clergy who had not united with the tiers-etat, con* 
tinued to meet in their respective halls. The only ques* 
tion they had to discuss was, Whether they should join 
their brethren, or continue to form chambers apart ? In 
the diamber of the nobles it was decided, that they should 
at ail events remain separate; in that of the clergy the 
same measure was carried, but in a less determined man* 

" It is strange and surprising^ that the nation should be refused ad- 
nltfance into the national assembljr I 
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prittc'^1 ineiibeiB scoieded on the !i6di. In 
tbe Mgnnliitw the Idmg wm in tbe OKiBt crad pofplentif ^ 
fireqaent councUi were hdd^ ttid aocbiag '^ras debidelv 
la a priviite ccmvenslwn wiiidi be had mth tbe duke 0f 
LuxMhourg, it is nid, tbet the king fint expiettedm 
desire for the mrion of the orders. The duke itfireseiiV:- 
ed, th&t this slep would be more iojuriout to the crown 
then to tbe noblee ; thai l>y unitiog in one aeMmUy urilh 
the thhrd order, tbe miUesse, from their rank, die w^ 
sped due to their fatnifiei, and their wealth, woakl retain 
a considerable share of iraportanoe in tbe state ; hot that 
the crown had every thing to dread firom the onion, and 
thordbre that his fatthfvl nobles were determined to re* 
cast to the last, and die in defenoe of the monarchy* The 
kingt who had a dislike to Tioleot measures, and aick^Md - 
at the idea cf bloodshed, aaswet«d, < Je ne Teux pas qu'R 
perisse on seul bomoie pour am querelleJ* 

It would be a curious, though painAil, subject of cal- 
culation, to endeavour to ascertain how many «f tbe hu^ 
man race, who Iiave been cut off since that period, would 
be now alive, bad ail the sovereign princes in Etmipe 
been of the same way of diinkiog in this point with the 
unfortunate Lewis XVI. All the conquests which the 
most snocessfttl of them have made, and all the laurels 
which their generals have nbcuned, will hardly be thought 
a compensation for so many hundred thousand lives as 
by the lowest computation have been lost by the war, in 
the interval between June 1789 and this present Deoenw 
ber 1794. 

On the 27th the king sent a letter to the duke oi 
Luxembourg, who was president of tbe order of nobles, 
then assembled in their own particular hall. The letter 
was of the same imjx>rt with what his nuijesty had e%m 
pressed the preceding night, and requested that the no* 
bles should, without any fiu-ther delay, unite with the 
two other orders in their common ball, that they might 
accomplish the paternal ohjfcU he had in view. 

The king^s letter having, been read, tbe question was 
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Mted) Whether they shotM nwSk^ ia eonfotmttjr l0 the 
king's ^eiire, oc mii? The niaiontji stoned i» be f or 
the a&VMiive; bu^ a eonsideriUe suvibev wei*e of the 
opposite opinion. It was asserted^ that it was tbsie dufty 
to endeavour to saire the king in spite of fainiseIC Some 
proposed, Uiat they should hind themselves by a solemn 
oath never to yield up their privilege as nobles, by unit- 
ing with' the tiera^tat in a common assembly. 

The viscount de Mirabeau, whose political opinions 
were the reverse of his brothers* had not patience to wait 
for the decisioa of the assembly on this motion^ but in* 
stsntly swore that^ for hia own pait, he would not leave 
the chamber until they had come to a resolution never to 
disgrace themselves by an union with the third order* 
Notwithstanding this particukr oath on the part of the 
viscount, the motion for the g^nerat one was rejected ; 
on which it was evident, that the j unction would be caii- 
ried ; and therefore several prqtests^ very strong^ ex* 
pressed, were taken by those who opposed it In the 
midst of this contest, a letter was delivered to the presi* 
dent< It was from the count d'Artois, assuring the duke 
that a longer resistance would put the king's life in dbnJ 
ger.* 

When this was oommunicated to the assembly, M. de 
Casmles, a courageous friend of monarchy, who imagined 
he saw its ruin in the union of the orders, said, * If ei^ 
ther the king or the monavchy must perish, our first duty 
is to save the monarohy ; and, if the king is in danger, let 
us go and form a rampart with our bodies for his defence** 

The duke of Luxembourg, however, observed, ti^at 
there was not time to deliberate longer ; it was now their 
duty to unite^ and afkerwavds endeavour to save belh. It 
was then agreed, that they should go direetlj and unite 
themselves with the national assembly; and> that the i9is«> 
eount de Mirabeau might net be under the necessity^ of 

^ * The connt d'Arto]8 bad long been unpopular ; and, in some people** 
optnion, if ao iosunrectloa bad happep^dytbe copnt*)! life would bave been 
iA moie danger Uiaq thfi Un|;*8. 
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remaining in the chamber all the remainder of his life^ 
the president told him that he released him ftom his oath 
-—which of course quieted the alarmed consrience of the 
▼isoount 

The cardinal de Rochefoucault received a letter from 
the king at the same time and to the same purpose with 
that sent to the duke of Luxembourg. When the car- 
dinal had communicated its contents to the minority of 
the clergy who remained in the hall of their order, they 
agreed without a debate to obey the will of the king. 

At about four in the afternoon it was understood in the 
national assembly, that the two privileged orders were 
coming to join them. If the noblesse and clergy had 
displayed an imprudent and invidious magnificence at the 
first assembling of the states-general, they avoided that 
error in the ceremony of uniting with the third order. 
However applauded the- union was by the nation at large, 
it was performed by the nobles without ostentation, and 
by the clergy with Christian humility. They chose a 
time when very few members were in the hall ; the presi- 
dent himself was absent : he was immediately sent for, 
and arrived in time to receive the clergy and nobles. 
They entered at the same time at two different doors, the 
clergy at the right, and the nobles at the left, and walked 
to their places in two parallel lines. The cardinal de 
Bochefbueault as president of the clergy, addressing M. 
Bailly, said, * We are conducted hither by our love and 
respect for the king, by our regard for our country, and 
oar zeal for the public weal/ 

The duke of Luxembourg, on the part of the nobility, 
said,—* Gentlemen j the order of nobles have this day de- 
creed to meet at this national hall, that they may give to 
the king a proof of their respect, and to the nation a proof 
of their patriotism.' ' 

M. Bailly, the president of the assembly, declared that 
he could not find words to express the joy he felt on this 
happy union of all the branches of the national family ; 
that by the junction of the cleigy and nobility with the 
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third order, the prosperity of their common oountrj was 
fleeured, and that day would be for ever celebrated as a 
festival in France. 

As socm as it was known that the anion of the orders 
bad taken place at the desire of the Ung, the inhabitants 
of Versailles, transported with joy, ran in crowds to the 
palace. The guaids, alarmed at their number and the 
violence of Ibeir emotion, were preparing to resist their 
entmiee, when bearing the cry of Vive le Rod! the gates 
were thrown open, and the extensive courts of the castte 
were immediately filled with a multitude of people of both 
sexes and all conditions, who begged to be gratified with 
a sight of the king. The monarch soon appeared at the 
balcony with the queen at bis side : both were received 
with applause, and nothing was heard but depressions of 
gratitude and admiration. 

As M. decker had been absent from tbe royal ses* 
tton, and bad been often with the king and a close at- 
tendant on the council at the time when the resolution 
was taken, on the part of the king to propose the union 
of tbe orderSf the merit of this was imputed to him. As 
often as he appeared in the streets of Versailles, he was 
surrounded by applauding crowds, who exacted of him to 
renew the assurance that he had no intention to resign ; 
which when he gave them, the cry of Vive le Roi! was 
joined to that of Vive M. Necker ! which they had been 
exclaiming from the beginnings 

. Couriers were continually passing and repassing between 
Paris and Versailles, while thie unioii was in agitation ; and*, 
notwithstanding that it was pretty generally expected, yet 
the news of its baying actually taken place produced as 
great demonstrations of joy among the Parisians, as if 
they had been afraid it could not happen. Tbe most 
flattering ideas of national peace and prosperity were en- 
tertaine(l by all ranks of people. Mi^abeau se^ms to have 
entertain^ tbe same hopes of this coalition. The follow- 
ing are his words.—* Qu^il sera glorieux pour la France 
et pour nous, que cette grande revolution ne eoute a Thu^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



HBO VIEW OF THJB 

Dumite Bi des £M?fiuU ni des crimesl L#s plus {ibtili 
e^itfs n^ont oKHivrat a^e4« utie ombre ide libeitcs^ qii^fltt 
prix du sang le plus predeux. Une naiiion» trc^ Aim 4e 
8a eoastinutten «t 4es Wees de la D6ti«^* a souffeitflas 
d'-iui ^ede des cpnvulsiods et ^les guerres cUiks» vfiuiA 
^ue dWemur ses loix. L'AiDert<|tte ombc^ dont le genie 
^teliore des mondes •semble reeoitipeBser aujoord^hiii !'&& 
fraiMDhisBement ^ui est notfe ouvrage» B^a jd«i de ee tnen 
loestimaUe qu^prees des revens .saaglaDS eC lbs eonbats 
longs et douteux. Et aeas, 'iBessieiirs^ aous Tertoas la 
meiiie revolution s'operer par k seul conoours <ftes lunubbee 
^t des iotentioBS pattioti<|ues ! Nos ooaibato sont 4e nm* 
pies ^seusmnsy nos ennemis sont des pr^uges pardeanar 
UeS) nes ^ictoifes^e seiont point •cruelles, nos triompbes 
QeriHit braU par oeux qui seront subjugues les dernier^ 

< Khistoire n^a trop souvent raooote les aciiou que ^de 
b^tes feroces^ parmi lesqueUes on distitigue ide loin en loin 
des heros. II nous est pertnis d^peser <|tte nous com-* 
men^ons l^histoure des liomiaes» ceUe de firires, ^ sies 
pour serendre mutuellemeBt heureux, aont <d'<acaonl pres?* 
que dmu} leurs dissentiBiens, puiaque ieur tibjet est la 
meme* et que leurs ^p^ens seub dificffe^"* 

* Bow ikofloambk mOllt hf for Vn^ooB aBdlsr us, thsl tlubrgNatfefv. 
lutMHi dMuld be accoiii|iIi«|ied wiUimit ofeaemyad without «riiiM» ! Soom 
pf the mo8| iDcoo^derable states bave not been able to obtain the shadow 
of libert;jr, but at the expense of the mo9t precious blood. One natioiii 
foo proud of her own constitution and of the faults of ours* underwent a 
whole age of civil wars and convulsions heibre ih^ had her laws c aa Br m ? 
fd* America herself, the condnnalion of whpeie liberty ww our work, 
)fhich the guardian genius of the ^orld seems this4ay to reoompensot M. 
jfkot enjoj that inestimable blessing until after many severe struggles an4 
numy desperate and bloody battles. And we, gentlemen, have the happl- 
1I0S8 to tee a reyplution of the fame nature brought about by the union of 
tolightene^l minds with patriotic intentions. Our Inttlcs avenottn dioeiis* 
sions; our enemies are pardonable pr^udices ; our victories, so far froni 
being cruel, wil| be blessed by the conquered tbeqiselves. 

History too often records actions which are worthy only of (he most fe^ 
fodous brutes, among whom^ at long intervals, w« can ^omethnea distin* 
guiflh heroes^ There is now is^ei0&4o hope, that we have begun the his- 
^ry of men, of brothers^ who, born for mutual bappineia, agree even 
Tvhen they vary, sipce their objept is the same, and their me^ only af^ 
jdUr^rf nt 
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The PMOrda oF the world do aot aSird a more striking 
impieof tlie tainty of hamaa schemes, and the shorts 
aightedness of those who are celebrated for the most pene* 
trating judgment, than die rapidity with whioh conse* 
qnenees, directly contmry to what were expected, followed 
each other from this period-- « nobieese degraded and drir* 
eh into exile^«-a eiergy massacred«-«ome of the most distin* 
gutshed depaties of the tiers-etat brought to the scaffold l^ 
the mflttence of men, wliose names were unknown to the 
pttblic when the states-general were assembled* Mira- 
bean himself did not live long enough to be a witness or 
at victim of the cruellest of these scenes <tf anarchy and 
faloo(kbed, and to prove whether, as is the opinion of 
eome, his extraordinary talents couki have at once secur* 
od liberty and preserved the monarchy : but Bailly, the 
first president of the national assembly, was afterwards 
put to death, when a tribunal of assassins became the in* 
struments of a thousand murders, and when, instead of 
liberty and equality, a despotism was established, which 
rendered the whole inhabitants of France equatfy slaves. 

That the hopes of so many millions of men have been 
so miserably blasted; that they have missed the fair ex« 
peetaAion of founding a government upon the solid basis 
of rational freedom, instead of rearing a castle in the air 
en the ideal pillars of impracticable equality, will be re* 
gretted by every frieod of liberty and of humanity. While 
France is nt war with Great Britain, it is the duty, and 
will be the endeavour, of every good British subject, to do 
all in hiis power to clefeat her schemes, and assist hiscoun* 
try against her ; but how wretchedly narrowed must that 
man's mind be, by tiaiioBal or political prejudices, who 
joins in the despicable eant, that France is the natural 
enemy of Great Britain ! Can the two most enlightened 
nations of the world, who cultivate philosophy, all the 
sciences, every liberal art, with more success than any 
other, be naturally enemies ? To judge of the French 
fratioQ ffrom a few iponsters, who h^ve been engendered 
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in the course of this revolution; and, from the erimes 
-which they have committedf to conclude that the people 
are naturally cruel and blood-thirsty, is reasoning as pnv 
foundly as those who about a century and a half ago, when 
England was under the yoke of an hypocritical usurper 
and a fanatical army, concluded that the English were all 
a set of hypocrites or fanatics. In spite of temporary con- 
fusions, the national characteristic of both countries re* 
mains the same* That of France has always been viva- 
city and ingenuity, her inhabitants being distinguished in 
every art to which they applied. Id times of tranquillity 
they excelled most nations in the atrts of peace ; and «iioe 
they have been driv^i to ooafiiie dusmmift^ to die art of 
war, it does not appear that they are inferior to the most 
wfirlike of their neighbours. I cannot help considering 
them, therefore, in point of ingenuity, and in every thing 
which requires the powers of understanding or genius, as 
the second nation in the world. My decided opinion is» 
that they are the second ; but I should rather hope, that 
the other nations of Europe would rank them only as the 
third ; and this I do on the principle of the ancient Ro- 
man, who said, that wl^at convinced him that the Romans 
urere the first nation in the world was, that all other na* 
tipns allowed them to be the second. 

When the delightful climate and cheering productions 
of the fine and fertile country of France are taken also in- 
to consideration, and, above all, when we recollect the na- 
tural temper of the inhabitants, so open to all the sources 
pf cheerfulness and so shut against those of melancholy, 
which made them enjoy prosperity more and feel misfor- 
tune less than any other people; that enviable gaiety 
which taught them to banish ennui, relax the stiff features 
of formality, enliven gloom, and render joy more joyful; 
when we reflect on these circumstances, and on the unex- 
ampled calamities into which so many millions of human 
preatures, so formed, are involved; we must acknowledge 
that the sum total of ][niman happiness dc^itroycd is grea^ 
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er, than would have faftppened from the same ^alamilien 
falling on the same number of any olfaef peopk in lh« 
knowa world. 



CHAPTER XL 

Means used to prejudice the People against the Nobles^hnprn* 
dent Conduct of the Count d^Artois — Eleven Solders «/* thi 
French Foot Guards appeal to the People — are taken out of 
Prison and protected — Treasonable Expresstons-^Troops ap^ 
proach Paris and Versailles ^Discourse of Miraheau-^An AA^ 
dress from the Assembly to the King — Jtis ansfper — Se&^ 
Councils — General Atarm-^Feast in the Elpian FkldS'^lXs^ 
mission ofM, Necker — Tumults at Parts. 

As the refusal of the privileged orders to unite with th^ 
tiers-etat had been made liae of as the pretext for the«i«» 
mour and discontent to which the popukce had been in* 
cited, it was naturally to be expected that^ this source OP 
discontent being removed at the desire of ibe king^ inm. 
qutllity and confidence would be restored. 

The universal rejoicing which took place at Paris and 
all over France seemed to indicate this ; but those appear^ 
ances were of short duration. Some deputies were still 
convinced, that the court meant the dissolutiim tdPtbe^^ 
sembly, and waited only till a sufficient number of troops 
were drawn together near the capital to render the mea* 
sure safe. These men were at great pains to spread thia 
opinion, and to remind the public that the king had not 
desired the two orders to unite until he thought himself 
in personal danger by their remaining atty longer separat* 
ed ; and that they had agreed to it at last not in eompli*: 
ance with the wishes or for the. good of the peo}^, but 
merely in obedience to the king, whose mandates tKey» 
were ever ready to obey without, any regard to the pubfic 
benefit. To give this opinion the most rapid and exien^ 
«v# circulation, they used a meatis which in France far 
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exceeds die power of paapblM cnr tiewtpaper^^-nittiely^ 
conveying it in « kind of WitticiMn or {Jay upon weeded 
It was said, that the nobles and clergy were so food of 
deliberating par ordre, that they could not be united to 
the commons otlierwise than par ordre ; and it was added, 
that the two privileged orders could not be prevailed on 
to deliberate par iSte, until they found themselves in dan^ 
ger of being forced to deliberate sans lite. These jokes 
will not be thought marvelously bright ; they were repeat- 
ed, however, by nine out of ten who heard them, and had 
the effect which their authors intended. 

The political theatres erected in the garden of the Pa- 
lais Royal above mentioned continued their factious de« 
bates in the hearing of the populace ; and many indivi- 
duals w^e on those occasions represented as the deter- 
mined enemies of the people, particularly M. Bertbier, 
intendant de Paris, M« Foulon, eonieiUer d'etat, the 
count d'Artois, the prince of Conde, the duke of Bourbon, 
and many others. The impression against them, whidi 
was thus given to the populace, proved fatal in a shott 
time to the two former, and contributed no doubt to the 
flight of the latter, which has been since thought to have 
had such ruinous consequences to the wholo French no- 
blesse. 

The duke of Orleans was supposed, with great pro. 
babiiity, to encourge these debates, and all the factious 
fHfoceediags in this garden, which provoked the count 
d'Artois to a measure, than which nothing could have 
been more ill-ttmed. 

It had long been the custom, as a mark of respect to the 
Orleans &mily, for a detachment of Swiss to mount guard 
at the Palais Royal. The count d^Artms was coloneL of 
the Swiss guards. In a moment of indignation at the 
duke of Orleans, he gave orders that the guard shoukl 
be discontinued, the immediate effect of which was, renr 
dering himself more odious to the people, and the duke 
more reelected ; and what puts this inconsiderate meii* 
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sure in a lidleulous point of view, the count found it ne-* 
oeMary to teuton the guaird a few days after it had been 
removed* 

The heat and animosity agatns(t the court, which was 
continaaily kept alive in the centre of faction at the Pa- 
lais Royal, diffused itft influence over the whole circum* 
ference of Paris, and produced frequent disorders. The 
ki0g*s feoit guards themselves, by their constant inter- 
course with the inhalntants of Paris and Versailles, were 
infected with the spirit of the times, and had shewn on 
iMMne occaisons a mutinous disposition, and on others had 
even joined in certain disorderly scenes in the streets and 
squares; so that a government, with the purest inten- 
tions, might have thought it expedient at this time, when, 
independent of other causes of tumult, there was a scarci- 
ty of provisions, to order a considerable reinforcement of 
troops towards the capital, with no other view than the 
maintenance of tranquillity and the protection of the in- 
habitants. But this consideration did not prevent the ar- 
rival of troops to the neighbourhood of Paris being im- 
puted to some scheme of overawing the capital and dis- 
solving the assembly ; end this was not the suspicion of 
tfa<; factions only, but also of many well-meaning citizens 
of Paris. On account of the disorderly conduct of the 
French guards, they had been ordered to remain in their 
barracks ; in contempt of which many of them had pub- 
licty appeared in the Palais Royal, and had been enter- 
tuned by the people there with wine and other refresh- 
ments. For this and other acts of disobedience, eleven 
were confined in the prison of the Abbaye until a court- 
martial ^ould be summoned for their trial. On the even« 
ing of the 30th of June, a letter was thrown into the Cafi£ 
de Foy, the most frequented in the Palais Royal. It was 
an appeal from the prisoners to the patriots in that cofiee- 
house from the cruelty and injustice of their oflScers. The 
letter was read, not only to the company within but to 
the groups without the coffeehouse. The soldiers repre- 
sented themselves < as the victims of their patriotism; 
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that Aeir real crime was, theif having refused to . fire oa 
^ people during a lace (uinult; and that they were to 
be transported that very night to the infamous prison of 
iheBicetre, if they were not protected by their feUow- 
^i«ens,^-<*»^ Shall we allow those brave soldiejrs to be pu- 
nished, because they would not shed the blood of the 
people F cried an orator mounted on a chain < Let ^» 
immediately to the Abbaye, and set them at Iiberty.^ 
The cry ^ fAbhaye I h VAhbatft ! was instantly heard on 
all sides; and without farther proof of the facts alleged 
by the prisoners, about two hundred men rushed out of 
the square of ;the Palais BoyaL The band augmented 
on the way, and consisted of several thousands by the time 
they reached the prison. They immediately broke open 
the gates ; and as they were returning with the prisoners, 
a troop of dragoons and another of hussars galloped up 
to them with sabres drawn. The people seized the reina 
of the horseS;^ and asked if they meant to slaughter their 
friends. Those on horseback directly sheathed their 
awords, pulled off their helmets in proof of amity, and 
joined the crowd in the cry of Vive la Nation I The 
prisoners were then carried in triumph from the Abbaye, 
which is in the suburbs of St. Germain, to the Palais 
Royal on the other side of Seine, where they were re- 
ceived with acclamations of joy, treated with wine and 
provisions from the coffeehouses, and guarded during the 
night by a great number of armed citizens, who offered 
themselves for this service, on its being suggested thai 
the prisoners might be seized in the night by the order of 
their commanding officer. 

It was next determined to send a deputation to the 
national assembly in favour of the prisoners. Twenty of 
the most active of those who had effected their deliver- 
ance weie chosen, and set out directly for Versailles. On 
their arrival they went to the house of M. Bailly, and de- 
livered to him a letter in the name of the public^ request- 
ing the protection of the national assembly for the soldiers, 
whom they denominated the victims of their patriotism* 
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M. IBbilly, haying read this l€tter^ said that he did not' 
diink the assembly could receive this depntatioiV' whichi 
although they pretended to have been sent by the public, 
had in truth no public chalracter. This affair, however, 
produced a long debate, in which it was observed, that 
the noblesise in general were for the niaintenance of dis^ 
cipline ; the blergy, without expresmng any indignation 
at the conduct of the prisoners, abstained nevertheless 
from any recommendation in their &vour ; while the de-- 
puties of the tiers entirely favoured them, and were for 
recommending them to the king^s goodness. The debate 
terminated in a resolution, that the president should in« 
form the deputation from Paris, that the assembly would 
in an address to the king beg of him < to employ^ for th« 
establishment of public tranquillity, the infallible meaus 
of clemency/ 

The deputation was sent accordingly. It was compos-i 
ed of deputies from all the three orders. The archbishop 
of Paris being of the number, delivered the address to 
the king, whose answer imported that he approved ol 
what the assembly had done, and that be would within a 
short time let the states-general know his final 'determina* 
tion. As nobody had any doubt what his final deter* 
mination would be, the answer would have given general 
satisfaction, had his majesty not used the terra states-ge* 
neral^ which displeased some members. This term was 
suppressed, however, in the account published of the pro« 
ceedings by the assembly. 

In the meantime the eleven soldiers were lodged and 
feasted in the Hotel de Geneve contiguous to the Palais 
Royal, which, with other houses near it, was illumi^ 
nated during the night ; and in the day the prisoners 
were under the necessity of remaining constantly at the 
windows in sight of the populace. 

The final answer of the king imported that the liberty 
of the soldiers would be the immediate consequence of 
the re-establishment of public order. Nobody could be 
deceived by these formalities: it was evident that the 
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kii^'^s autliority was held aa n#tbi^g» mod thai be bad if oat 
in his power either to punish the soldiers, or those who 
bad forced the prison and set them at liberty. On re^ 
ceiviog this answer, however, those who had the sddiera 
wader their protection were instructed to cokiduct them 
to the Abbaye as prisoners ; which they did, under the 
full persuasion that they were to be set at liberty by am 
order from the king. If this article was not expressly 
stipulated, it is evident that it was fully understood. For 
this reason the praises ci the king*s clemency, which were 
ostentatiously poured forth in the assembly on this ocea-i 
sion, were considered as ironical and insulting, and per^ 
haps hastened the rash measures which were soon aifter 
adopted. 

Every intemperate and inscdent expression uttered by 
the deputies in the assembly, and many which fell from 
them in private conversation, were carefully repeated to 
the kii^ by those who wished to prompt him to some 
viore vigorous measures than any he had hitherto adopt-* 
ed. 

None of the reports of this nature carried to court was 
likdy to make more impression than what was reported 
of Mirabeau— namely, that on a certain occasion, while 
be declared himself a friend to monarchy, he had added^ 
that < it was of little impcnrtance whether they had Lewis 
XVI or Lewis XVII on the throne.* There is the more 
reason to believe that Mirabeau might have allowed this at 
some expression to the same tendency to have escaped 
from him, as be had often declared that it was a fortun- 
ate circumstance for Great Britain, that she had deviat* 
ed from the direct hereditary succession in the act of set- 
tlement of the crown ; and whether tliis observation was 
made in consequence of a plan in favour of the duke of 
Orleans, or, which is much more probable, was merely 
the effect of a speculative opinion unconnected with any 
formed design, the mention of such a thing, with the 
comments which would probably be made by those who 
repeated it, was likely to strike terror on the miad not 
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only of the kingi but of his brothers and other princes of 
the blood, who detested the duke of Orleans.* 

The- strong impression made by those reports might 
contribute greatly to induce the king to adopt a more vi« 
gorous and decided plan of conduct than he bad hitherto 
done. 

To what extent this was meant to be carried cannot 
be known. That was probably ne^er fixed upon by the 
parties themselves, and would have depended on future 
incidents ; but it was evident, from the great numbers of 
troops which by repeated orders had been drawn nearer 
and nearer tlie capital, from the manner they were post* 
ed, and from the character of the marshal Broglio under 
whose command they were put, that some very important 
object was in view. It is not surprising, therefore, that the ' 
popular deputies were under apprehensions both for the 
existence of the assembly,, and for their own personal \u 
berty. • 

The alarm was hourly augmenting, and the danger 
loudly announced by Mirabeau, in a speech which he 
pronounced in the assembly on the Sth of July, from 
which what follows is an extract.-—* Dej^ un^rand nom« 
bre de troupes nous environnoient, il en est arrive d'a- 
vantage, il en arrive chaque jour; elles accourent de 
toutes parts. Trente-cinq mille hommes sont dejk repar* 
tis entre Paris et Versailles. On en attend vingt mille. 
Des trains d^artillerie les suivent ; des points sont desig. 
nes pour des batteries ; on s'^assure de toutes les com- 
munications; on intercepte tons les passages; nos che« 
mins, nos ponts, nos promenades, sont changes en postes 
nlilitaires. Des evenemens publics, des faits caches, des 
ordres secrets, des contre-ordres precipites, les preparatifs 

< * There ii no eufficient reeson to nispect, that Mirabeau ever had form- 
ed a contpinHgr for plaoiog the duke of Orleans on the throne : all the 
length he evec went was for having him created lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom; and even that he soon abandoned, fVom the contempt l^e had 
Sot the character of the duke. 

VOL. IV. . I 
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d^ la guerre, en un mot, frappent tout If» yeait el ubihw 
pljssent d'*indignation toijB les co^rs. 

< De quel oeil^e people, assailli de tmt de «alain!tgs, 
Terra-t-il cette foute de soldats oisifs fevAt lut dhiputer lev 
testes de sa subsistance P I^ <5ontra8te de fabondaiicedeBi 
uns (du pain aux yeaux de celui qui a faim est rabon*^ 
dance), }e <;ontra8te de Tabondanee des uns et de Pindi-^ 
genee des autres, de la sfecuritedu soldat, k' qui la manne 
tombe sans qu'il ait jamais besoin de penser au lendeniaio^ 
et des angoisses du peuple, qui n^obtient rien qu?au pf ix 
des travaux p6nib!es et des sueurs douloureuses ; ce con-^ 
traste est fait pour porter le desespoir dans les cceurs V * ■ 

This was one of the most eloquent speeches' that Mira^ 
beau ever pronounced, and made an irresistible impressionf 
on the assembly. He concluded by an observation whicb- 
merits dieep attention.-^^ En6n, ont-ils prevu, les conseiL 
lers de ces mesures, ont-ils prevu les suites qu^'elles en« 
trainent pour la securite meme du trohe ? Ont-ils etudie^ 
dans Tbistoire de tous les peuples comment les reirolutions 
ont commence^ comment el les se sont operas P Ont-ila 
observe par quel enchainemetot fune$te de circonstances^ 
les esprits les plus sages sont jettei hors de toutes les* 

* We were already* surrounded^ by a great nunber of troop! ; nor#' 
were ord^ed;. more arrive every day; thty hikrrjr from all quarcerfr- 
XUity^fi^e thousand areiposted between Paris and Versailfes ^a reinforce^ 
raeot of twenty thousand is expected ; artillery follow, and the proper 
plaees for erecting batteries are fixed upon; alf^ passes are seized; our 
highways, our bridges, and our publie wattcs, are changed into military 
posts. The events wfaiefa an published* those which are endeavoured 4» 
be roneeai)^, secret orders, sudden counter orders; in a word, all thoscr 
warlike preparations strike every. eye and fill every heart with indign^^- 
tion. 

How will a people, assailed with so many calamities, beartbat acrowA 
of idle soldiers should come and dispute with them the remtvant of their 
provisions? The contrast between Ibe lutury-^forbMad l»a lusorfiit^ 
the estimation of those who are hungry)-.>the esmvast be t 'i mm the kuN 
ury enjoyed by one and the indigence of the other; the «aieof tlio aol^ 
dieTB, to whom manna falls without their needing to think of to^norrowf 
and the painful efforts of the people, who obtain nothing b«t by hard !»• 
bout and the sweat of their br^ws^ is sufficient to make mea d#sperat«» 
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Iknites de la moderation, et par quelle impulsion terrible, 
un peiiple ^vre se pr^ipite vers des exces dont la pre« 
fnicre idie Teut fait fremir ?^ • 

mie consequence! was an address from the assembly td 
tlie Jcing, that he would order the troops #hicb alarmed 
the citizensi' and constrained the debates of the assembly ,' 
to withdraw from the neighbourhood of Paris and Yer- 
sailles/ The addi^ss was drawn up by Mirabeau. What 
follows is a short specimen. — * Pr^ts k resister I tous les 
commandemens arbitraires de ceux qui abusent de TOtrc^ 
Bom, parce qu'ils sont ennemis des loix; notre fid^Iit^ 
neme nous ordonne cette resistance ; et nous nous hono** 
rerons toujours demeriter ks reproches que notre fermet^ 
nous attire. 

* Sire, nous ?ous en conjurons au nom d^ la patrie, auf 
nt>m de -vbtre botiheur, et de votre gloire ; renvoyez vo9 
aoldats aux postes d'oi^ vos conseillers les ont tir^s ; ren- 
▼oye* cette artillerie, destin^e i couvrir vos fronti^res ; 
renvoye^S surtout les troupes dtrangeres, ces allies de Id 
nation, que nous payons pour defendre ei non pour trou<^ 
bier nos foyers. Votre majesty n^en a pas besoin : eh 
pDurquoi un monarque, adore de vingt-^inq millions de^ 
!Pran9oi8, feroit-il accourir k grands frais autour du tro^e 
quelques milliers d'etrangers ? Sire^ au milieu de vos en. 
fans, soyez gard£ par leur« amour. Les deputes de la na** 
tion sont appends i consacrer avec vous les droits eminens 
de la royautif, sur la base immuable de la liberte du peu* 
pie ; mais lorsqu'^Us rempltisent leur devoir, lorsquHls ce« 
dent iL leur raison, I leurs sentimens, les eitposeriez-vous 
au 8oup9on de n^avoir clde qu'^ la crainteT &c.f 

* Have the counsellors of these measures foreseen or estimated whaC 
€heircon8e<^l:ienee8 may be td ike crown itself? Have they studied in the 
history of nations, how revolutions have b^gtim, and how they operate If 
Have they observed, by what mournful coneatenatioh of circumstancei* 
men of the greatest prudence ar^ sometimes led beyond the bounds of mai*' 
deration, and with what a terrible impulse an intoxicated populace are 
hurried into excesses, of which tbe first idea would have shoclced them ?' 

f Detennined to resist the arbitrary orders of those who abuse your 
name, because they are the enemies of law, our fidelity to your majesty 

I 2 exacts 
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It was known that an address of this nature was tabe 
moyed^ and several members were prepared to oppose it v 
but the impression which Mirabeau^s speech made was so 
strong) that it was evident that all opposition would be 
vain ; they also dreaded lest their opposition should be 
imputed to fear. » 

It was observed by the abbi6 Sieyes^ that it was a maxim 
in the province of Britanny, that no troops should be al- 
lowed to come nearer than ten leagues to the place in 
which the states-general were asseihbled v and it was pro- 
posed by another deputy to impeach the advisers of this 
manoeuvre, of ordering the troops, so near to the assembly, 
that the execration of their cotemporaries, added he, 
might anticipate that of posterity. But, in the midst of 
all this warmth, M. Biauzat observed, that it would be 
but decent to expunge one article from the address pro* 
posed by Mirabeau, namely, that of establishing a guard 
of citizens, because it was too much to arm the people at 
the very time when they addressed the king to disarm 
himself. This was thought reasonable, and M. Biauzat^s 
motion was adopted. The address was ordered to be read 
a second lime, because the frequent and loud bursts of ap- 
plause prevented it from being distinctly and connectedly 

exacts this resistance, and we will always glory in deserving the reproach* 
es which our firmness draws upon us. 

We conjure you, sire, in the name of our native country, in the name 
of your own happiness and glory, send your soldiers to the posts from 
which your counsellors have drawn them ; send back that artillery which 
was destined to defend the frontiers ; above all, order back the foreign, 
troops, those allies of the nation whom^ we pay that they may defend* 
not overawe, the inhabiUnts. Your majesty has no need of such auxili- 
aries. Why should a monarch, adored bj five-and-twenty millions of 
Frenchmen, surround his throne at a great expense with some thousand 
strangers ? 

Sire, in the midst of ybur children, your best guard is their aflRection. 
The deputies of the nation are called to consecrate with you the eminent* 
rights of royalty, on the immoveable basis of public liberty ; but while 
they are fulfilling this duty, while they are obeying the dictates of reason 
and of affection, would you expose them to the suspicion that they wer* 
determined by fear only ? &e. 



Digitized by 



Google 



VftSKCH SSVOLUTION. 138 

lieard at die first reading. A depatation of twenty-four 
members, six from the two first orders, and twelve from 
the third, were appointed to carry it to the king. Among 
the latter was Mirabeau himself, with one who has be* 
come most notorious since, and who, from the circum- 
stance of being chosen for this deputation, it is probable, 
was in some degree distinguished even at this period, 
namely, Maximilian Robespierre. 

The address being carried by the deputation to the 
palace was read by M. Clermont-Tonnerre to the king, 
who in his answer declared, < that the frequent disorders in 
the capital were the sole reason for his having called the 
troops around Parts, as it was an essential part of his duty 
to watch over the tranquillity of that city, to protect the 
citisens, and prevent new disorders ; that this measure, so 
far from putting any constraint on the debates of the as* 
sembly, would free the members from all dread of tumults 
and disorders. Nevertheless, if the presence of the troops, 
so necessary in the neighbourhood of Paris, gave umbrage, 
he was willing at the request of the assembly to transfer 
the states-general to Noyon or Smssons; in which case he 
himself should repair to Compeign, that he might m<un« 
tain the requisite intercourse with the assembly.^ 

When the king^s answer was read to the assembly, it 
was applauded by some, and did not seem displeasing to 
any. M. de Crillpn said, that as his majesty had given 
his word, that he had no othet view in ordering the troops 
to advance but the protection of his own person and of the 
capital, the assembly ought to rest satisfied. We have 
done our duty to the nation, he added, in requiring free- 
dom to the assembly ; we ought next to manifest our duty 
to the king, by shewing we have confidence in his royal 
ivord. 

This reasoning of M. Crillon will not appear conclusive 
to all the world. None of the deputies, however, seemed 
inclined to express any want of confidence in the king^s 
word until M. Mirabeau observed, that whatever reliance 
they might have on what the kin^ had saidy they could 
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have fiooe oa inini$ier8t who were #lwayft ready to iiiitlea4 
hiB good intontioos; that the not. attending snffieiently to 
this distinction had often made the affectionate confidenoe 
which Frenchmen placed in their monarcba produce the 
-effircts of a vice rather than of a virtue, and had drawn 
jthfii iFrcncb nation^ century after oef^tury, into much mi? 
.eery ; bat vhe hoped that their eyea would now.be opeoedf 
unless they were resolved to a^ct for ever the part of ehUd? 
ren, and continue always mutinous and always slavish. 
He proceeded to shew them that tbp king^s answer was a 
complete refusal of their rdqueat ;. that they had not peti- 
tioned to have the assembly removed to any other place ; 
but that the troops should be ordered to remove from the 
neighbourhood of Paris and Versailles ; thai if they were 
inclined to transfer their meetings elsewhere, Noyop or 
Soissons ought to be among the last places in which they 
should wish to assemble^ because there they would be be. 
tween the troops which invested Paris, and those whidi 
inight be suddenly drawn from Flanders and Alsace, 

Ahhough the assembly were strudi wjth the force of 
^irabeau^s reasoning, he did not prevail on them to re? 
new the petition ; and their moderation |n this instancoj 
which could only proceed from a srntimept of respect to 
^e king, makes the violent measures that were immedi- 
ately taken by the ajplministfation appear the more rash 
fLiid impolit jq. 

Secret councils were held within the palace. The prin^ 
cipal officers of tlie troops attended the king^s levee every 
morning. Couriers were observed continually passing 
from Versailles to the different detachments posted at St. 
Ploud and Seves, and not unfrequently in the middle of 
the night. The king's life guards w^e in constant acti- 
vity ; thdi^e who were not on guard within the palace were 
patrolling around it on horseback ; idl the Swiss guards 
were kept on duty near jt ; and cat^no^ were placed facing 
thp avenues* 

'Those appearancee were sufficient of themselves to have 
roused expectation in all, and to jiave created terrpr iv^ 
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#0196' wl¥> were in sUoftticm» to tbilerve tbem* ViAriofts ve^ 
pdrta of mjistf riofis import wer^ also in circulation^ m4 
4fii?k raenaqii^eioprestiohft were whispered as haviBgfaIi» 
«9 frooa persona Mipposedto bei it the seo'^ts of the: ctt« 
binet A stroi»g suspi^ioa exiiledi msacmg the depotiesi 
that sOn^ .new plan was adopted 3 what it precisely was 
tbey.oould noi know, but th^ were pretty certaitt* that 
whatever danger tha'e might be must depend on thie troopsa 
and for that reason the' greatest paijoa had be^n taken by 
the leaders of the popular party in the assembly and their 
friends ait Paris^ to gain tb^. They knew that fhey had 
already succeeded in a considerable d^ree with regard 
to .11^^ French foot guaiPds; and they s4iro«^e, with their as- 
$iatapce and eirery other means in their power, to make 
Ae same impression on the other regiments as they arrived.. 
Parties of cUi^^n» of both sexes were chosen to mix with 
,the soldiers, and oecasionally to treat them with winew 
On the IQth (^ July, a scene took place on the plain calU 
ed the Elysian Fields, adjacent to the gardens of the 
TuiU^ies^ which, it is {m>babte, struck the oourt so mucb 
as to accelerate the exeeution of thm^ plan. A consider^ 
able number of cannoniers, of French guards, of' dragoons 
of diHerent regiments, were invited to an entertainment 
prepared in these fields at the expense of some ei^ens of 
Paris^ and in the sight of an immense crowd of s]}ectatort. 
The soldiers' were plentifully feasted, and- a sufficient 
quantity of wine was served to increase their gaiety, witlv- 
oCit rendering them disorderly. At eight in the evening 
the Serjeants and corporals came in search of the soldiers ; 
they were invited to partake in the feast, and to drink 
success to the tiers*etat; which they did,^ and returned A« 
high good-humour to their barracks, singing the praiaes 
of the citijBeas of Paris. 

The account erf* this scene which was carried to Versail* 
les seems not only to have filled the king's new counselh 
lors with alarm, but also to have deprived them of com.- 
mon prudence. With no certainty of the obedience of 
the troops, with even coifsiderabb reason to doubt it, and 
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an absolute certainty of the sedidous diapoMtion of the 
people, and of their enthusiastic attachment to M. Neck-* 
er, it was hardly to be conceived that the first step the 
council would take should be the dismission of this favour- 
ite minister. On the lltli of July, however, he received 
an order to leave the kingdom in twenty-four hours. 
Without acquainting any individual even of his own fa- 
mily with the order he had received, he set out the same 
evening ; and it was not publicly known at Versailles till 
the following day, when a new administration was an- 
nounced, at the head of which were the marshal Broglio 
and M. de Breteuil. 

Altl^ough nothing could have been Ijbss expected than 
the dismission of M. Necker at this particular time, yet 
nothing was more probable than the general alarm and 
indignation which it produced. Paris was filled with 
consternation ; the shops and theatres were immedi- 
ately shut ; ;the people crowded the streets and squares ; 
to increase the emotion and confusion, the busts of M. 
Necker and of the duke of Orleans, who was reported to 
have also been ordered into exile, were paraded through 
the streets covered with crape in mournful procession. A 
party of dragoons were foolishly ordered to attack the at- 
tending multitude, and break the busts. The prince de 
Lambesc was at the head of a body of cavalry on the 
JPlace of Lewis XV. Some stones were thrown ; the ca- 
valry made a charge on the crowd, and the prince was 
said to have wounded with his sabre an old man in the 
Tuilleries. The affrighted populace rushed from the 
garden into the streets, crying, To arms ! the alarm bells 
were sounded; the armourers' shops were broken open; 
every one arined himself as he could ; many of the French - 
guards left their barracks to join the pec^le ; the cavalry 
that had been assembled to overawe them durst not ap- 
pear; bodies of armed men patrolled the streets during 
the whole of this night of alarm, for the protection of the 
citizens. Some ruflians, however, under the same pre- 
tfeocfs, committed acts of robbery and pillage ; but not a 
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twentieth part of tbe excesses took place that might have 
been expected at a time of such universal consternation. 

On the following day it was proposed, that a regular 
body of militia should be immediately formed, as the best 
means of preventing a general pillage. This measure 
facing approved, the execution was rendered easy by Pa* 
ris having been divided into districts, on account of the 
late election of deputies for the states-general. Those e- 
lectors assembled at their respective sections, classed the 
citizens, appointed commanders to each division, most of 
them officers retired from the service, and a body of 
48,000 men was formed that very day, which entirely re» 
lieved the inhabitants from the fear of pillage in the en- 
suing night, and greatly diminished their apprehensions 
from the regular troops which surrounded them.* 

A deputation from the committee assembled in the Ho- 
tel de Ville was sent to the national assembly at Versailles, 
acquainting them with the measures they had taken for 
restoring the public tranquillity. The assembly petition- 
ed the king with more earnestness than ever to order the 
troops to be withdrawn, stating their presence as the cause 
of all the insurrections. 

* Th)B drcnmstance of the capital haWog b«en divided into districti^ 
and the electors in each ascertained, had more influence on the revolution 
than is generally imagined ; for, when any danger was dreaded, the electors 
were ordered to assemble at their respective districts, who had all an in- 
tercourse with each other ; an army was instantly formed, and in soma 
measure, according to their phrasot organized. Whatever l)enefit may 
have arisen from this on the present occasion, it certainly had one bane- 
ful efTect, namely, that of giving the department of Pari9 a con^roul oveir 
#U the other departments. 
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CHAPTEB XII. 

JReflections on the Influence of public Opinion — on Government-^ 
Kin^s Answer to the Assemblies Address occasions ill^humour 
'^FormaHon i^an armed Force h/ the Inhabitants qfParis^^ 
M,000 Muskets found at the Invalides — Baslik attacked and 
faken^^Mutder of M. de Launay and otk&s-^ Deputations 
from the Assembly to the King — Scene «l the Orangerie-^ 
Speech of Mtrabeau-^The King changes his MeoMures-^-comet 
to the National Assemhlt/^^A Deputation sent to Paris^^Re* 
joscings-^Tbe King visits Paris^^Beflections, 

It is highly probable from the character of Lewis Xyi» 
that he was inclined to the suppression of many abuses h£ 
the ancient government^ and sinoerely wished the happi* 
ness of his subjects, even at the expense of a diminution 
of his own authority ; but it was difficult to persuade tb« 
nation, that such were his wishes and intentions from the 
mon>ent that it was believed he had been prevailed on to 
employ military force. Those who persuaded him to 
)iave recourse to such an expedient acted not only con* 
trary to justice and prudence, but also contrary to the 
nature and disposition of the prince they pretended to 
serve ; for the most ignorant of them must have known^ 
that in the actual state of France it was impossible tocon- 
troul the national assembly, to dissolve them» and to re» 
estaUisfa the ancient governmient by force, without so 
much bloodshed as he would have thought infinitely too 
dear a purchase for the objects to be obtained. In pre* 
vailing on the too easy-tempered monarch to adopt this 
measure, therefore) it is plain,v that, like the generality of 
those who affect to be in a peculiar manner the friends of 
kings, their own places and pensions, and offices which 
they saw in danger, were all they were anxious to pre-f 
serve, and for which they were willing to risk all the hor- 
rors of war, and to sacrifice the glory, happiness, ai^d 
even the life of the prince to whom they professed suph 
wonderful attachment. 
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ladeed, k was eviddtic, tbat the public ofMoSon on the 
subject of government was so universally changed, and 
^he minds of the peof^e so heated with the idea of freer 
domy that double the raiiitiu*y force that was sufficient to 
maintain the ancient government could not re-establish 
the same system, nor sustain it for any length of time in 
France, even if it could have been re-established. It is 
not possible for a government to subsist long in any coun- 
try where knowledge is pretty generally diffused, against 
the decided opinion and wishes of a great majority of the 
inhabitants; and ft great majority of such inhabitants 
are seldom or never brought to be decidedly against their 
gpvemiiient unless it is oppressive. For, although it oc-* 
carionally happens thai ignorant men, and those who ore 
needy from idleness, may be induced by the ambitious 
and designing to make a clamour against oppressions 
which they never felt, and for rights which they do not 
value, it is fortunate for the peace of society, that un^ 
Jbutided clamours of this kind oftener end in the disgrace 
or destruction of those who make them, than of the go- 
vernment i^ainst which they are made : but when grievi- 
gnces are felt by the most industrious, and acknowledged 
by a great majority of the most intelligent to proceed 
from the vices of the government, that government cannot 
exist long in the present state of men^s minds all over Eu^ 
rope. 

Jn Turkey, indeed, a very small military establishment 
in proportion to the population of the country is adequate , 
-to th0 purposes of government, and to keep the people in 
slavery; because they have no idea of any other kind of 
goyernment but a despotic one. They are taught to be- 
lieve, and in general they do believe, that it is the will of 
heaven that the descendants or successors of Mahomet 
should reign with uncontrolled sway over them ; that it 
is their duty to submit to his orders as to the decrees of 
providence, however unaccountable or severe they may 
be; that resistance would be impious and fruitless in 
both cases, as in thp one thry would have the host of hea- 
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veo against them, and in the other not only thit, but at- 
8o the janissaries of the sultan. 

The same opinion prevails, and of Course the same des- 
potism exists, all over. Asia and Africa. The time was, 
when the right divine of kings to govern wrong, the ab- 
surd and impious doctrine, that the crown is held by di- 
vine, hereditary, and indefeasible right, was taught with 
success in Europe. That doctrine was exploded in Eng- 
land; and the consequence was the admirable constitu- 
tion established in the year 1688, which every Briton has 
so much reason to bless and maintain^ 

The immense armies, which a jealousy of the neigh- 
bouring powers renders necessary to be constantly kept 
up by some nations of Europe, are not the only cause of 
the arbitrary nature of their governments. The peasants 
and a very large proportion of the other inhabitants of 
Russia and a great part of Germany never knew freedom, 
have no ideas on government, and are rather pleased with 
the supreme and unlimited power of their sovereign, be- 
cause it is from that alone they expect relief from the 
more intolerable oppression of their immediate lords. But 
give the majority of the inhabitants of Russia and Ger- 
many the same opinions that prevail in Great Britain ; 
and an annihilation of the oppression of the lords, with a 
limitation of the sovereign's power, would follow in spite 
of the efforts, but more probably with the concurrence, of 
the armies. 

Ignorance and imposture have, been the chief and last- 
ing supports of every despotic government When ignor** 
ance is removed from any country, imposture and abuses 
must fly also ; and although standing armies may conti«- 
nue to be the defenders, they will refuse to be the en^ 
slavers of their country.' * 

* This 18 belieyed and dreaded by many whose importance and wealUi* 
arise from the oppressive privileges granted in the days of ignorance, and 
hy tbdse who fatten on abuses and in the enjoyment of sinecure oflteeq. 
They wish every abuse to remain sacred and. untouched, and fear nocfaing 
f* much as tl^e diffusion of knowledge. They consider (ho exerpie of 

r^soR 
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However extraordinary it may appear, many cireura* 
stances evince, that, at the time when M. Necker was dis- 
missed, the court of Versailles bad no id^a of the very 
critical state in which things were. The night of the 
ISth, which had spread such general terror at Paris, was 
spent by the courtiers at Versailles in dancing and revel- 
ry. The king^s answer to this new address from the na- 
tional assembly sufficiently shewed the small impression it 
had made. It imported, < that he was the proper judge 
bow to employ his troops, and where to place them ; that^ 
although some cities could maintain tranquillity within 
their walls by their own municipal force, the immense 
population of Paris rendered it impracticable there.^ 

The assembly were at no pains to conceal their ill*hu* 
mour at this answer. They decreed, that M. Necker, 
and the other ministers who had been dismissed, retained 
the esteem and confidence of the assembly ; that they con* 
sidered the new ministers as responuble for the disasters 
that might attend the present measures, particularly that 
of advising the king not to send the troops away from 
Paris and Versidlles, which the assembly persisted in re« 
questing; finally, they put the public debt under the 
safeguard of the national honour, and ordered these re- 
solutions to be presented to the king by the president, 
and with their former decrees to be printed, for the in- 
formation of the public. The assembly continued sitting 
all the night 

reason as a curse to the lower classes of society ; assert that ignorance is 
the greatest blessing that can befal them, and execrate philosophy and 
pbiloflophers as the disturbers of the peace of mankind. In support of 
these assertions, they quote the crimes of those monsters of wiclcedness 
who have disgraced the French revolution and the cause of freedom. 
The question simply is, Whether it be expedient or not that rational crea- 
tures should improve and exercise their reason ? If that is answered in 
the affirmative, it is to no purpose to say that some men use their reason- 
ing powers to ill purposes : by the same train of reasoning they might 
endeavour to prove, that lamps and candles, and all the inventions by 
which men have contrived to obtain light and dissipate darkness, are pern 
ntcious to society, because house*brealcers and murderers make use of 
dark lanterns. 
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The aocouAts of the kiag'e answer, and the subsei^nt 
decrees and conduct of the assembly, arrived at Paris on 
the morning of the IStb, when the inhabitanu had jugt 
learned, that the reghnents encamped in the Elysian 
Fields had moved from thence, without the motive of their 
removal or the place to which they had gone being known* 
The most dismal apprehensions of an impending attack 
were conceived; rage and indignation augmented; the 
oommittee of electors in the Hotel de VilleredouUed their 
aeal for inrolling men and forming new battalions ; what 
muskets could be found were distributed amon^g those who 
had been first regimented ; ell the workmen were employe 
ed in making pikes and sutoh arms as could be soonest 
formed, and were most suitable to undisciplined troops ; 
the streets in some parts were unpaved in expectation of 
a bombardment ; the women canned quantities of stonea. 
to the upper storeys^ with the design of throwing them on 
the enemy as they nmrched through the street beneath ; 
and the cries of vigilance and alarm resounded at inter- 
vals all the night in every quarter of the town, which was 
partially and dimly illuminated, so as to render the gene^ 
ral gloom more striking* 

The steadiness and address shown in so suddenly form- 
ing into some degree of regularity and subordination so 
large a body of nien, in a capital so licentious as Paris, 
an^ this by no established authority, but entirely by a 
committee chosen by the electors, forms a strong contrast 
with the negligence and want of foresight of the cabinet 
at Versailles. After the bold measures of dismissing a 
most popular minister, forming a new administration of 
men disliked by the people, and rejecting the earnest and 
repeated petition of the national assembly,^ it was natur- 
ally to be expected that some means would have been used 
to prevent insurrections in the capital, wherfe there was so 
much reason to think they would take pkce, and to sup- 
press or render them abortive in case they should. It 
was natural to expect, that the Bastile would have been 
provided and strengthened, and that a place of so much 
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)fdportaioe as the Hospital of InValides woukl have been 
aecwed by a large detaohmeot from the troops cantonedl 
iRtMind Parisi« None of these obvious measures were' 
thought of. ' 

On the 14tfa the Hbie^ital of InTalides was forced, and 
^,000 muskets found^which^ with a variety of weapona 
discovered the ttune day at the Oarde<-MeubIe, were dis* 
iribttted among the people, who being elevated by thif 
auccessy hurried in crowds from the Invalides to the Bai^ 
til6, in the resolution to assault and destroy that detested 
Ibrtress. . Some squadrons of dragoons had b6en observed 
that morning. near the entrance of the suburbs^ of St. An* 
toine ; and it was noticed at the same time that/ contrary 
to custom, the cannon of the Bastile were pointed towards 
the principal street of the same quarter. A message had 
been sent by the committee act the town-house to M. de 
Launay, the governor, to remonstfate with him on thia 
itoenacing appearance. It Was while this was in agitation, 
that the Hospital of Invalides had been forced, and the 
afms s^ii;ed, whidi bad determined the psofie to exact 
that the Bastile should be delivered up to ti^oi also. That 
fortress was soon" blockaded by the nifultitude : a deputft* 
tion was sent from one district of Paris to make proposab 
to the governor; the deputy was attended byapzomiscu* 
««is crowd, which, while he was conducted to the govern** 
or, were left in an outer court' This parley- having prov- 
ed ineffectual, the deputy retired ; but at tbesamd kno.. 
nent some of those in the outer conrt having iadvanced 
beyond the pl*escribed limits, and still coiitinuiiag' to ad« 
Vance, were checked by a fire from: the garrison,- whkh 
killed and w<HPnded several. 

It iiB probable that this happened through mistake on 
the one side or the other; but^ if there was design, it 
fieems most likely that it was on the pai:tof the people, ia 
atjtempting to surprise the garrison. The story: which 
was spread, and generally believed at the time^ of the go# 
Pernor's having allured ri>em within the court, with a de-^ 
aign to massacre them, is improbable and almost absurd* 
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He must faave perceived, that such an open pkce of 
treachery would end in his own destruction ; he must 
have known that at all events he would be obliged to sur- 
render soon ; for, independent of many other necessaries^ 
he was in want of provisions ; and after such perfidious 
conduct, nothing could have saved, him from the rage of 
the people. Whatever occasioned the first firing of the 
garrison upon the people, its immediate effect was to swell 
their rage into madness. Proposals of capitulation and 
indications of a dispontion to surrender were no longer 
regarded. The fortress was assaulted with impetuosity, 
Jind defended feebly. However zealous the governor 
may have been, he could not inspire the garrison with the 
same ardour. After many proofs of the most daring in- 
trepidity by those who headed the assault, the fortress was 
carried. Those who had the merit of the exploit saved 
M. de Launay from being immediately torn in pieces by 
the multitude which poured in from all quarters, and con- 
ducted him with difficulty and danger to the Hotel de 
Ville, but were unable to prevent his being massacred by 
the cowardly riabble which surrounded it, and who had 
no part in the taking of the Bastile. M. de Losme, his 
major, a person distinguished for his humanity to the 
prisoners, was at the same time a victim to the undis- 
tinguisbing fury of those wretches. Their thirst of blood 
was so great,- that although the marquis de Pilleport, who 
had been confined five years in the Bastile, rushed among 
them and proclaimed the humanity of M. de Losme to 
himself and other prisoners, he was not listened to, but 
insulted, wounded, and escaped not without difficulty 
with his life. M. de Flesselles, the prevot des marchands, 
of a character less popular, but who seems to have been 
guilty of nothing which candour could have thought a 
proof of guilt, incurred the same fate, and the heads of all 
three being fixed upon pikes were carried in triumph 
through the streets. 

To this shocking practice, begun in a moment of phren* 
ay, is owing perhaps that taste for bloody exhibitions^ 
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ndii^ibA BiriMin pvpiikde afe amiiecl of fxymnilig tb 
mch a degvM. Even if ik« death of the perwn^ Were 
just, to gratify' the muUitude with the ejfeetacle of diviy^ 
img their headf oft. pikes is mOst jf^odioious ; &r it per*- 
•^Keits the pttblid Iniad^ and hae a tendency to create a taste 
for cruelty where it^doesnot exist, and to tultiv«tie and 
eherish it i^beare it does ( 

Rumours of the enemy's approach bedatoe n^e ftvt 
quent as the night advanised, and towards midnight it wasT 
aiMwrted that tliey were just at iiasid. This induced a ntu 
meroiM body .of the inhabitants to drag sosie cannon ^ 
the barrier d'£fg^r ; for as in the opinion of the multi- 
ittde the enemy's greait auxUiary lay in that <(uarter, ijt 
was universally agreed the attack would be made froai 
^faenoe. When the citiaens arriired with their eadnon, 
howerer, it was so dark that no enemy eovld be seen c 
end they made auch a n<!ase and clamolir, that he couU 
net haire been heanl, however near hfs nngbt have been. 
To make dui» in all events, however, they disdiarged 
4hctr. artillery and maskets^ and then returned ^ in tri* 
4Uiiph with the eomfprtable news to th^ir fellow ctti>» 
4Eens, that the assaslante were ^eatirdy defeased and dm* 



That there was no account of the ip^s on the part c|f 
ithe eoe^iy in this ^igagrment is. not wotoderfblt but, 
eottsidertog the darkness of the nighty with the confissiem 
and ioeiqimenee of the Fari»an army,^ it is a little eurprtfik* 
ing that no iaentioa was made of any killed ^^ wounded 
snnong tltem by their ^wn £re in this Stttion; 

The national assemMy eontinoed sitting frott tbie f 9tk 
to the 15th. They had sent two new deputations to' the' 
Jciiigf on the old subject of ordering the forces to be re- 
iaored* To^tfae£rst the king aqswered, that he was do- 
:ii^ all in his power for the rci-establisfament of pubUe 
tfe-anquillity, and with that view had ordered certain ge- 
.neral officers to put themselves at the head of the citiaemr 
•who had taken arms at Pav^s, 

This was thought evasive and unsatisAictory. A new 

VOL. IV. K 



Digitized by 



Google 



146 . vifiw en? mx 

deputation^ at the head, of yMch wasTdie.iiMfMitibop «f 
Paris, was almost instuitlj fient with the .sao^e request^ 
fotmded on the confusions and alanns in' the captal. To 
this the- kii^ replied,-^^ You tear iny heart more and 
more bj the recital of the scenes at Paris. It b impo»- 
Bible diat the orders I have given the troops can be the 
cause, I have no alteration to make to the answer I so 
lately gave you/ 

If the imprudence of those who directed the councils 
of Lewis XVI. was evident at. the time when the stated- 
general first assembled, as was attempted to be sfaewn^ .it 
must be admitted that his new counsellors 4seem*in the 
present instance to have improved. upon the imprudence 
of the old. 

After it had been found impossible to resist, the. assenw 
bling of the*state€hgeneral ; after a double representation 
had been granted to the tiers-^tat ; after the voting by 
orders had been rejected, and the three orders had beea 
.melted down into one national assembly ; after a numerous 
body of men had been formed into regiments and occupy* 
ed the capital ; and after the troops of the line had be- 
trayed symptoms of defection ;-— to advise the king to 
give such an answer was foolish in the extreme, and ei^ 
posing his authority to contempt and derision. 

It was no doubt expected by those who had jarevailed 
on the king to give this answer, that the army wasxeady 
to obey whatever orders they should receive from the 
duke of Broglio and the other officers attached to the 
court ; but to what extreme neglect must it have be^i 
owing, that a circumstance of this importance was not as- 
certained before the king was advised to act and speak in 
this manner; and if the army had been ready. to obey, 
when the citizens were prepared to resist, what scenes of 
bloodshed and slaughter must.bave been the consequence ! 
-"-Scenes so revolting to the disposition of Lewis XVI, 
that he could not have persevered in countenancing them, 
even although he had thought them the only means of se- 
curing his crown. 
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. 3%flie HiiettAm nAm axe of cqMokm. that such oouttsel 
would have been politie and wise to a prince of a differ- 
ent character* wiU still think it was. injudiciously given 
to one who, although he might be prevuled on to adopt 
it through persuasion, was sure. to relinquish it from 
prindide and feeling, before it could jnxxluce the desired 
effisct 

On the morning of the 15th it waadecreed that another 
deputation should be sent to the.king^ with a remonstrance 
conceived in stronger . terms than any of the preceding. 
The following sentiment was much applauded««^Tiie 
French adore their king^ btU th^y ar^ no longer inclined to 
te under the necessity ofjiaring htm. 

An incident ,of the precedii^ day had given much oC* 
fenc^ Among the troops cantcmed in Versailles^ a regi- 
ment of Grcrman hussars were encamped in the orang^rie 
of the palace* The queen, M. d^Artois, ma<^me de Po* 
hgnac^ and <^her persons of both s^es belonging to the 
court, had thought proper to walk into the orangerie at 
this time, and were.no doubt received by^ the troops with 
every demonstration of joy. These drcumstances *Mira» 
beau thought were of sufficient importance to be coipmu- 
nicated to the king by the .^leputation. With all the ex* 
aggerations.of eloquence, he desired them to inform his 
niaiesty,-*' Que les hordes etrangeres dont nousspmrnes 
investis out re^u hier la visite des princes» des princesses^ 
des.favoris, des favorites, et leurs caresses, et leursexhor- 
tarioqs* et leurs presens. Dite»-]ui, que tpute la nuit les 
satellites etrangers, gorges d'or et de vin, out predit dans 
leurs chants impes Tasservissement de la France, et que 
keura voeux brutaux invoquoient la destruction de Tassem* 
Uee nationale. Dites*lui, que, dans son palais mcme, ^les 
eonrtisans oait m&le leur danses an son de cette musique 
b«rbare» et que telle fut Tavant scene de la Su Bartbe- 
kmy;« 

• The bands of foreign troops by which we are surround^ were vuited 
jestcrdajr by the prinee8> the princesses, the favourites male and female 
of the courty and were caressed by them;^ received presents from them, 

K a 'arid 
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' As Ibis itpiiMiM itncpct dbout to g9 4kdti fh»l^^ 
th^ were prev€tit«d by the ^ntimnte of the cUihe of Luoo^ 
eourt* That nebteimtfi bad tft tlief «ikldk of the piiectd«# 
mg flight ebtahied Mir fMidicocc 4»f hin nuqtotaf , and JMide 
such a representation of die state of P«ria, end the daiw 
gers with whieh tlie rayal faioHy w^rs thfeateaed if e( 
change of measures was not immediately adopted, aa 4tt4 
ta'mfned the king te erder Ae troops to be' withdraern ; 
end the dake at the same time anneal need liis mi^'csty'e 
graeiouB intention ef coning ia peretm to theASsemUy tor 
j^ve them this essuranee. 

The immediate effeet ef tbi» news was a sboat of joy.- 
This natural demonstratkm ^^ grateful sennbility vae 
checked by one deputy, 'wjyeee^xHiduel, it is prahaUe, war 
more tinder the influence of a eool bead tban a wamt 
heart He observed, <bat * such demonstcatioas of satifrr 
faction formed a revolting contitet with the eaJamitiee 
whicb tbe people had already undergoee ; tliat to teeeiTd 
#ie king with eevers and serioas respect war more stiita^ 
Me to the sad posture of aiFairs ; that *the eilcnce of thor 
people often proved an useful lesspn to kings/ 

The discourse of this philosopher produced a lemponuy 
Sttppye9sion of feeling and an affootation cf formatitytf 
The Ung was reoei^wd with the mostprofouad olence, aJ^* 
though the deputies mu^t hare been- struck fit seeiajp biar 
appear in a style iso different £M>m that in wUch they faa^ 
been accustomed to view him, ivitheut poanp, almost with v 
out attendants, .and ia tbe plainest dress* Standiog and 
nncovered, he addressed them in ttie most conaliatety 
terms, professing his soitow ibr the disorders at Pasisy 
his regard for the assembly^ and assuring them that the 
reports of any design on their personal liberty were jea«« 
kimnious. He ended by declaring that he bad* ordeoad' 

and were eihorted by them to penei^erailee. TeH the Un^, <hat tlMea 
favoured mercenariat, iniamed with wine, predicted in theiv iaaiiiOM 
aong« tbe subj^gatioB of France, and ^Ith brutal fury invoked the des- 
truction of the national assembly. Tell him, that even in his palace the 
courtiers danced to that barbarous music ; and remind him that scenea 
ef the same nature were the harbingert of St. Bartholomew. 
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This diMMirt* wm ii0t li€«fd.to m end without inter* 
ruption. Thd etndtion k produced wsv too powerful fot 
thetleraiiMaimtfabotetoeiitioiied. Feeling overcame phi- • 
I wo p h y , and the bait resouiltJed wiftb shouta of applause. - 

When the kibg witb(chfeiw» aU the diiptttiea (for this a&i 
setaUjr was aoC tompoaid of siidi callous materiida as the 
aveededing ones)^^Hill Uie dapOtiM followed, and forming 
a rtispectflil risif aifouiid lus penoo attended bim to the 
palace, in the balcony of which the queen appeared with 
tfie diluphin in bef ariBS» whom she presented to the ap- 
piaiiding aftviltitude; An account of this agreeable altera^ 
lioR of fJkirs wa^sent to Paris^ The committee of electa 
ors were permanently sitting in the town-halU forniing the 
diflBsrent eorps «f iiitlitia> and naming the officers. Hay? 
ing armed them in the best manner the present cireum* 
ataifeess would permit, they gave them the* name of nation- 
al guards, and appointed M* de. la Fayette their com^ 
mander* AL Bailiy was at t|ie same time chosen mayor 
of Faris^ uiid?r which' appellation he exercised the same 
functions that were formerly exercised under the title of 
Prevot des Marchands, whidi was abolished. 

A deputation of eighty«>£i>ur of the most distinguished 
nemberffof the national assembly followed the accounts of 
the late events at Versailles to thcf metropolis. This dei- 
putation was met by the whole qf the Parisian militia^ 
The deputies, having come out of their carriages at the 
^arriere, were conducted to the Hotel de Yille, amidst the 
acclamations of the citizens of both sexes, who, in th^ 
streets, from the windows and the tops of hous^i hailed 
them as the saviours of their country. 
. The dukes of Rochefoucault and liancourt, M« Cler* 
ponUTonnerre, Lally^ToIendal, and others, the most 
eminent members of this deputation, addressed the com* 
^littee in the Hotel de Ville in particular discourses, the 
pudency of which waa to conciliate the minds of the cil^* 
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zens to the king, to place hid fate conduct in tbe Umt unit 
favourable point of view, and to assure them that hiar 
wishes were for the happiness of the people. — * Vbur good 
king/ said M. de Lallj, * has been deluded bj calumny; 
suspiciofis were instilled into his laind of that nation whidr 
he has the honour and happiness of goverhing : but we 
have unveiled the truth before his eyes ; he is sennble of 
having been deceived; he has thrown himself into the 
arms of your national assenlbly ; he puts his trust in them^ 
or rather in you, and will henceforth be guided by theiv 
counsels, that is, by yours. 

From the Hotel de Ville the deputies were conducted 
to the church of Notre-Dame, where Te Deum was per-< 
formed, in gratitude to the Supreme Being for the happy 
agreement between the king and the national repreaentiu 
tives, and for the public prosperity which was expected to 
be the consequence. 

The manifestations of joy were so universal, and their 
expressions of attachment to thb king so wtoai, that a; 
stranger who had entered Paris at that time would havel 
thought it the most loyal town in Europe. For the eagetu 
ness with which the populace of all countries seisse every 
event which fortuitously occurs, or is designedly held forth 
to them, as a cause of rejoicing, is often mistaken for a 
proof of their genuine satisfaction in that event. It should 
be remembered, however, that the multitude love noise 
and riot and acclamation and illumination, independent of 
any satisfaction in the event, or any love or regard for the 
general or admiral, or popular leader or monarch, who 
serves as a pretext for their indulging their favourite pas* 
sion. This seems to be common to the populace of all 
countries : what distinguishes that of France is the won- 
derful rapidity with which they fly from the extremes of 
love to those of hatred, and from admiration to contempt, 
which makes them cry Vive le Rot! one day, with the same 
sincerity that they cry Vive Petion ! another ; and they ac- 
company Egalito to the scaffold with a« much exultation 
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«$ tbey Jmd before $Iiewa in pai^tig Uie bu^ of Orltans 
thfoii^h the 8tr^t9. 

' Tfa^r? is e?«ry^ v&asfm to bf^UeTe, that MM. C^zfi^ 
Mouaier, Mulpuet, a$ wieU a9 tbe inemberB of this depiitA- 
tiQn beforf^ m^tijtkai^ and otberfl^ bad no other view in 
Msisting in tb^ r^volutioa than that of estabUsbbg mo* 
narcby on ike basis of freedom) ^stfae happiest govern* 
ment for their country. ■. Such ipen of course must: have 
£Blt satislaeticm in^oWrving the, indications of ileturning 
royalty in the people ; but there existed in the a^stsmbly 
and in the municipality of Paris men, at this titne of uq 
ng^, but who afterwards aisted imporUint parts,^ who ywm* 
ed with an ^vil eye every indication of the nature above 
alluded to; because they feared that a return of cpnfi- 
dence in the kii^ would teiid to the diminisbfaigy farhaps 
the annihilation,. :of their own rising importance* The 
immense influence of the capital with die assembly prot 
baUy first became apparent to them, at this time^ and waa 
the ;ground- work of the structure. of ambition they after- 
wards built. Those ineQ» therefore, were active in sow*, 
ing new seeds of ^u^cioa in the luuods of t^e people; 
they whispered that, notwithstanding the king> fair pro^ 
fessioos, fresh troops were on their march to Paris ; and 
ihey trumped up a story, that an attempt h^d been made 
to seize again upon the B^stile. for the use of the king* 
They employed agents to excite the people to clamour for 
the recal of M. Necker^ and succeeded so effectually that 
a deputation was sent on the 16th of July from Paris to 
Versailles, the object of which was, that the assembly 
should insist on the dismission of the pr^s^nt «minii|ters 
and the recal of M. Necker, 

A motion was made accordingly to that eiFect» In the 
debate which this occasioned^ M. Mounier gave it as bis 
opinion, that the natioqal assembly ought not to interfere 
i;i such appointments of the executive power, and pro* 
duced the example of the parliament of Great Britain, 
which hjs asserted had never interfered in the choice of 
t{)e king's ministers without th^ most ruinous consequeuces* 
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llie^^y i^hkih MtMiNHiu niwfe to ibtilaifttittmt fii 
so remarkable, that I shall insert th(^ fbil6#it»g' MtHkol 
Ams kiib if)eech.«^< g^il «ltii<^ MKlxiintf kMpi« et driest, 
«ibte, te seroit telk qui iniie^iroie ^ raet^tebtle natiottttla 
lie deolacrer «u ttiMftrqa^ qti^ ioti p4iif)to ft*^ |>dilit d^ ^fl^ 
fiance ^»ift «^ mmisttefi. C^ttft (tpinkM atttl(]f«e 1 k fcM 
^ la Hfftvtrtt d^if cbosieli^ et k« droilcr ^setitkfe dtf ^ajple^ 
#t i4 Idt d|i la respoiMabiliVe d«i miiiis(tt^6. 
. ^ £h4 otxtffiieiic tious i^fiM^t4e2-voiiB iMf shsiple' difoH 
de d«efaa'atidni^^vou«^ qui nom A0eord«9i eelui'de I^^ ae^tt^ 
titr, d0: )eK poitrMivfe) fet d(s c^^et fottibtlMl qui de^lr 
ptt»tf «e9 art1^Mi!09 d'tei^iltfes, ddiit, p^f une eoiitrAclictiett 
]MiIpabk5 ^otts tii^us pfD|$&^ de coiit^pW 1^ oearrtf^ 
^« Ub i^pectueitx $iledoe f Ke ^y«dJ?oU£i done {ma 
aqittbiei jc( |its fiux mimstfes im m^Ut^u^r sc^ qtie Toaft, 
jMftbien je i^uis plus maditif Vousf n'adttiittes ancun 
, ifitertralle etiira un mom^ mknee et «rn6 d^flcMKiatio^ 
iMiguittaii!!^ 8e tair0 ou punif, ob^far OCi flrftp|ie^ voUaf 
TOli-e dg^stlmel Et mot, j^at^mi^ avan«> dd deneoMer; jef 
f^cctse- aidant de fldtrir ; jWi^^ ufie i«elraifleha Ti^nconsider^ 
^Uon oa ^ rinoapaetoi^ ^vaiit d^ les tr^tt^ de eridi^a. Qu| 
^e notts a plufr de ^e^ure et d^i^uifi 9 

* Maia vorfess la Gtande-^^etagtY^ t que^ d^agitation pa- 
pulaire nfy «eca«iptiae pas ce droit que vbus reelame^ f 
(Test lui qui <jL perdu tAnglelerre^ dited voils-*— L'Angle-? 
^rre est perdue! Ah) €rrand Dieir ! quelle sinristfe nou^ 
velief Eh! par qoefte latitude s^st-eUe done pei'dueP' 
Ou quel tremblement de t6t*re, quelk convulsion de la 
nature a ei^glouti pette lie fameuse, cet indpuisable foyet 
d6 di graiid^ exemples, cette terre clas^qo^ des amis de- 
la liberie ? Mais vous me rassured : TAqgleterre fleurit 
^co^e poUr I'^ternelte instruction du monde; TAnglcr 
terre r^pare daAs un glorieux silence les pjaies qu^au mi? 
lieu d'une fi^tr^ ardente elhe sW iaiteAf L^'Angleterre 
fteveloppc iOM^ les genres^ d^industric, e^epluite tou? les' 
filons de la prosp^rile humaine, et tout-a^rhcure encore 
0lle vient de remplir une grande lacune de sa constitution, 
f^yec tottto la vigueur de la plii^s ^nergique jeunesse^ e( 
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tkoftiMm tnMuriM d'un penple Vt^i ti«n ks affaires 
poUiqu^. VoUB ne pensiex done qi/k qaelqaes disseiK 
sitMift patlefnf^iitaires (II comme aiHetirs tt'H'^eiBt soiivettt 
qM du }Mlri4ge qtri ci^a d'autre importaitee qtie llnterSt dd 
1* loqeadi#) ;-**ott plut6t c%st appareminent la derniere 
ifiMidUttoii dti paxitm^nt qai voua effraye f 

< Qu^e8t*il arrivfc, en e£Rst| dans cette ciromistance rar#; 
d!^ le rei- d'AtigleCerre, itnyi ^une trds-fbrUe minority, 
n'tt pkA emint 4e eotnlmttre la fermidable assemblde nations 
ale fiit de la dissoudre? Soudain Tedtfiee phaiitastiqu^ 
d\m^ oppoAtwn cdossiile s^est ecrouM sur ses fr6les fonder 
mtiOBf Wit eette ooalitioii oupide el factieuse, qui sembloit 
menaeef de tout envahin Eh I quelle ' est la cause d'uit 
dtangenfent si stibtt ? C^est que I0 peuple etoit de Vavit 
(du it>i» et Rem de celui du parlement Le dief de la na^ 
lion dooipta r^stocratie logislatiTe par on simple appel 
au peapitN^I oe people qiii n^a jaoiai's qa^uii ifilef£t, paree 
que le bieil pubKc est esseati^l!en)ent le sien. Ses repr€* 
sentans, revetus d'une invisible puissance^ et presque 
d^une ventable dictature, quand ils soiit les organes de la 
tolontd^enenite, ne soilt que des pigmiles impuissans, sHh 
osent sub^titueri lent tnission sacr^e de$ vues interes^^es 
pu des passions particulieres/ * 

* If there ever was en hnpious and deteitable maxim, it would be thaf 
whtch preeliiiMa tiM aanSetial asitisbTx fh>itf declarlngito the king, thai 
lis pm>fi» plioed nmtotMimc^ In tea minisiert. Sueh an opinion attadol 
f»t once the nature of things^ tl|a eseential rigbu of tl^e people, and tN 
reapoiMibillty of aaloieters. 

But how ean jou refuse the simple right of stieh a declaration, aftei^ 
pasting to na the right of accusing and prosecuting^, and evenl of creat* 
iag a ttfbumil for ptmishing those workers of iniquity, whose critnea, fay 
m manifest contradietioo, jou desire as to contemplate inf reiqpectful 8i4 
lenee ? Do you not pereelve tl^en that I am more induYgent and mode* 
rate te the ministers than you ? You admit 00 interval l^tween a gloomy 
aHeiiee and a sanguinary accusation : to be silent or to punish* to obey or 
fA atHlte, tliat Is your system* As for me, T am fdr warning previous M 
goosing I 1 ob)eet before I dishonour : I offer a retreat to inconsiderate^ 
lietB or incapacity before I treat them as erimes. Which of us has moat 
fftoderation and equity ? 

But we are deaired to look at Great Britain. What disorders are pro* 
|lufe4 t|iere by tUs righ( which we wiA to eatabHafa in France f That 



Digitized by 



Google 



IM VIEW or THK' 

It was Ciom^ IktA an addre^s.^toiild W ptmeiitod ta 
the king, expreasiv^ of the wiabe^ of the nfsei^blyj that 
he would dii^njiss his present 'imDiBters* This^HfAi^ ,reii- 
dered superflupua, t^y the ri^^nMioa <^ the newMminU 
liters ; and it was announced to the assembly ajt the si^fne 
time that the king had written to M. Ne^er, invitii^ 
him to return* 

The same deputation from th^ elect<»B at Paris to tha. 
national assembly at Versfulles, which ba4 brought the re-* 
qu£$t of the former to address the k^ng on those. sul^ectSt 
conveyed also theiTopinion, that a p^sonal vint of the 
king to his faithful subjects in the capital would be high«> 
ly acceptable, and perhaps the most expedient step he 
could possibly take in the present eircnmstanoes. This 
was no part of their public missjop, but insmuated to .the 

right ha« rnihed England— ^'England H itriMd, you ray : «h t Great 
God ! What dreadful news I Where, ov by wha| means is Biiglviid <|c« 
stroyed ? By wliat earthquake or convulsion of natpie Imu that Aiixm>us 
island been swallowed up ? That abounding theatre of ^reat actions, that 
classic ground of liberty. But you remove my fears : England still flou^ 
rishes for the eternal instruction of the world x England In a glorious 
trahquUiity heals the wounds she had ghren herself dicing the delirium of 
1^ fever I Bngland developes every species of industry, traces every source 
of human prosperity, and very lately she has filled up a great gap in her 
constitution with all the vigour and energy of youth, and all the maturi- 
ly of a people long versed in politics. What-^you only alluded ^ to cer- 
tain debates in pailiament, wbi^ii there, a» elsewhere^ oCten arise tfook 
nothing hut the n^qre pleasure of speaking; er rathsr, p«rlinp9y it is thi» 
last dissolution of parliament wbieb frightens you. 

What happened in effect on that extraordinary. occasion, when the king 
of England, supported by a feeble minority, was not afraid to resist that ^ 
formidable national assembly, and to dissolve H. Instantly the fantastic 
edifice of a colossal opposition was shaken from its feeble foundatioa, and 
ihat. greedy and factious coalition, which threatened to carry all before it» 
ivas crushed. And what was the cause of so sudden a change ? Because 
the people were of the king's opinion, and not of that of the parliament. 
The head of the nation overcame that legislative aristocracy by a simple 
lippeal to the peopl«-«-that .people who nev^ can have but one interest* 
because the public good is essentially theirs. Those representatives, cloth« 
ed with invisible, almost with dictatorial power, when they are the or* 
gans of the general will, are only a set of impotent pigmies, when they 
dare to substitute their own private interest and passions in tb? place, of 
||ie true object of their sacrefi ndsaioi). 
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cJepnties as dieir private sedtimeBti, loianded on tbe sus^ 
pivions which «tiU relii^iiwd oa the- minds of the citisens 
of tnteiidedb massaeresy and'wbieh this mark of coitf denfae' - 
fcom thdlrmonareh wocrid tand to eSkce^ 

When thia was mentioiied to the king, he resolved up* 
on the measure, notwithstanding the consternation which 
it spread over his family, and the apprehensions ^hich he 
himself entertained for his own life. The news of this 
riesdution was sent to 'Paris in the middle of the night. 

The kii^ left Versailles on the morning of the 17th of* 
July, with only one carriage besides that in whidi he was 
himself - He was attended by the dukes of Villeroy and 
Vilquier, the marshal Besfuveau, the count d'Estaing, 
and one or two other persons of the court. The militia 
of VersaiUes aecompanfed tbe carriages to Seve, where 
tbey were met by M. La Fayette, at the head of a large 
body of national guards : a party of cavalry headed the 
procession from Seve, followed by the French guards with 
their cannon : a deputation of the national assembly in 
their robes also attended, and were followed by tbe Pa^ 
risian national guardsi Tbe procession was sknr, and to 
the king would be the more gloomy that he no more: 
heard the ancient cry of Vive le Roi! whereas that of Vive 
la Nation ! was incessantly screamed from all sides. That 
this did not. happen by accident was evident ; for men 
were heard admonishing the people, Ne criez pas vive le 
Rm. There are many reasons for believing that the king^s 
journey to Paris and his reception there were planned hy 
a few who had influence in tbe committee at Paris as well 
as in the assembly, with a view to strike him with terror, 
and bend his spirit to an acquiescence in* their future pro* 
jeets. It is not therefore surprising that he looked pale, 
mehincholy, and with disquietude. He was met at the- 
barrier by the mayor, who, presenting him with the keys 
of the city, informed him, that they were the identical 
keys which had been presented to Henry IV, observing 
at the saipe time, in language more quaint than flattering, 
that Ifcnry had reconquered his people, whereas in tho 
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praffvl inttaiiety dit people bed 'Ye^^m^ueni their lingf*. 
He told the king also, wbAt he might othevwiie tmt hare 
liriieired^ that this was n recy gloiioue day far thd Frencb 
iBonarcby ; and added, what might harr ooeurred to him 
without being told, that it was a day which it was not 
likely his majesty would eTer lbrget.^««Wbatevcr the ktngf » 
thoughts were, he said nothing* 

. Fincfing himself equally enibanrassed to answer sU the 
^ne speeches which were addressed to' bin ea his arrival 
il the Hotel de Ville, bia piejesty observed neAriy the 
same silence tbere. 

Indeed it was imposaibVs for him ' to assent to all thai 
was expressed or impHed in the differisnt harangues on 
this occanon. In one, the truth of the bhxidy designs a* 
gniist the city of Paris, of which the court was aeeuied,^ 
was strongly insitiuated ; in another, it was proposed to 
raise a monument to Lewis XVI, as the ovothrower of 
the Bastile, and the restorer of liberty, 

M. de Lally«Tolendal, who certainly was not of the 
number of those said to have planned the king's visit to 
Paris for the purpose above mentioned, expressed himself 
ID hinguage dictated equally by the spirit of loyalty and 
of freedom ; observing, < that the king himself was de-t 
sirous that the representatives of the nation should shar0 
with him bis authority, as he wished to reserve in Im own 
hands no more than was necessary for the happiness of 
the people, and which their interest required should al« 
ways belong to the crown/ And afterwards addressing 
the king, he said, — * II n'est paJi ici un seul hommequi ne 
soit pit Si verser pour vous, ;foor w4ri atUwri^ ligiiim$^ 
jusqu^slJa derniere goutte de son sang/ * 

Unfortunately for the French nation, as well as for the 
■Miarch, succeeding events have not confirmed what an 
mdent desire that it Were the case prompted M. de Lrily 
to assert. 

• There -ii not a single person here present, who is not ready to sbed» 
for your idajesty i^nd your legal authority, th« very }ast drop of bls^ 
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M. Ba^ft the iuyor» iiaviag fareaeiiltd tlii aatioMt 
tedude to the king^ who appeamd at the windflrvr wiik il 
lOtaahed to 1m« faat, the jpopnlaee ialbe square shouted >; 
--*the cry of Wwe U Roil inis then heaed far the £nt tiiM 
tliat day, and vesoiiBdad throtogh the atwets as the king 
ndarncd froni the town-hoose to Versailles, jvhere he was. 
expected with featful iaquietode by> die quee^ and aU hisf 
flniily* 

The joy which the Farisians manifested after the king 
appealed wkh the national cockade, and their faehanriour; 
"i^hen he departed from Pms, have been thtli deseiibed.'MP^ 
* Le depart du roi fut un vrai trioaiphe; Les Parisiens 
^toient iyrss de lenr amour ponr lui ; sa vrnture etoit en- 
tour^ de dtoyeifs de tosMs les datfBest les ans etoient 
denture U eanrosse, eeux*ci k la portiere, d*aui«es sur k 
M&ge da eoeher^ il y en aireit §usqqes sue IHosp^rtale.* * 

If the Parisians were intoxicated with love at this par« 
iieular time, it mnst be acknowledged that dvey were in. 
toxiceted with n^ sooii after; for it sSMds to be tn 
their natnre to be always kitoxieated with something oi' 
other. 

The neaibM*8 of the nievv' admiaiiit(atbtt whMi had beea 
so' suddenly and imprudently formed, sensible of tbsr 
€[ufek ttaaahions to idNbh the Fre^h populaoe are liable, 
end hy no means eertam thai they would b^ satisfied with 
(heir resignation, reaDlved tdr withdraw from the king^ 
dom. The eount d^Artois with his Ismily, the princes of 
Conde and of Conti^ with many of the nobility, did the 



M. Fonloiiv who«iD tbe Ibrmatioii of the late ministry 
had been placed in the war department as an assistant to 
M. de Broglioy was not %f^ fortunate as to escape out of 
Franes. Skensible of the pec^ls^s prejudice i^inet • Mm^ 
he kept hia^self conoeried, and caused the report of im 

* ThiB Piiri9i«iv wffs.fttlte istoticated vitb lo«e ita lb« Uqg^ Hit 
C(»ach was surrounded with citUens of all classes^ ppme w^re mounted 
, behind the coach ; some before, and son^e on the coach4)Oz$ there were' 
•ten a few on the very top. 
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d0ilh to be spread abroad. He waa diaoovered' hfthe 
peasants while he was under, hiding at; a' eountry house 
near Paris. Some of tlie ^miea of this unhappy man 
had eiltnilated the incredible storyV that he had often de- 
claredy that, if he should ever be minister, he would aaake 
the people livex>n hay. The surest way of n^lniag the 
belief of the populace is to speak to thar passions. This 
absurd expression was repeated by every mouth ; and it 
kindled the more resentment in the breasts of the rabble 
at this time, because many of them actually experienced 
hunger from the existing scarcity. 

The cruelties which those peasants, and some of the 
populace of Paris, committed on M. Foulon.and.bip son- 
in-law M . Berthiei", in spite of all the effinrts of the mayor 
of Paris and the commander of the national guards to. pre- 
vent them, are shocking to humanity, and disgusting to 
narrate. 

M. de Flesselles, at that time the chief magistrate of 
Paris, was assassinated as he retired aoroas.the square 
from the HoteLde Ville. This murder was in. conse* 
quence of a letter from him said to have been found in 
the pocket of De Lay nay. As the oiiginai letter never 
was {HToduced, the report was probably a calumny invent- 
ed by some enemy to destroy the man. For, at. this pe* 
riod of anaccby, the credulity of the Parisians in giving 
belief to every calumny however absurd could only be e- 
qualled by their cruelty. 

It was with difficulty that the wretched, invalides, who 
had been brought prisoners from the Bastile to the town- 
house,, were saved firom the fury of the rabble, who wish* 
ed to massacre them in cold bipod in tbe square* They 
owed their preservation to tbe French foot guards, to 
vhoQi tbe reduction of the Bastile. waa chiefly owing^ and 
to. M. EUe who led them on. Those, brave men couki. 
not bear that their victory should be disgraced by such 
an actof cowardly cruelty, and requested of the multitude 
an amnesty to the prisoners as the most desirable reward 
they could receive for their own conduct. 
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It faas teen said, that 1 the pdpuUice of Paris have be«> 
eome sanguiiMry and cruel by being familiarised to scenes 
of blood ; but the circumstances of wanton barbarity with 
which the murders of Messrs. Foulon and Berthier were 
acoQmpanied took place at the beginning of the reToIu- 
tbn, and they have not been surpassed by any that have 
happened since : mdeed, it is almost impossible they 
could. 

It is well known, that profligacy and wickedness of 
every sort are pushed greater lengths in capitals, where 
vast numbers of mankind are assembled, than in the pro^ 
vinoes. Paris has been long thought a place of greater 
pofligacy than any other capital i» Europe. At London 
Uie industry of the dty serves as some check to the dissi* 
pation of Westminster. The othe^ capital cities in Eu* 
rope are smaller and poorer. Paris, although not so 
large nor so rich as London, was more luxurious; be^ 
cause, on account of the univ;ersaiity of the French Ian- 
gq^ge^ the general imitation of French manners, and 
other reasons, it was not* only the capital of France, but 
in some degree of all Europe, and was mueh more freu 
quented by the rich and dissipated from every country 
than London ever was. At Paris, pleasure was not only 
to be had on easier terms, but was also served up more to 
the taste of foreigners in general' than at London. There 
is a^greatev resort of industrious strangers to the latter, 
because of a more extensive field for industry ; but nn^ 
doubtedly a greater number xd gamesters, . sharpers, and 
adventurers of every denomination, from the dfffisreM 
countries of Europe, were to be found at Paris thafB m 
any other town in the world. Such men became, the 
ready agents of those who had the most criminal vie we 
in the. progress of the revolution, i and pushed the ParU 
aians to. a greater degree of vibleiMse against - royalty tha» 
was shewn by the generahty of the jMrovinees ; althou^ 
it is evident diat the forn^r had a greater interest in the 
preservation of it The city of ^ Paris owes its most ad« 
joired ornaments, some peeoliar rights, and a great part 
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of ltd w0fiiifhy totbtfrnffoufoS ifae tucguinfhf lOid «0 ^^ 
p^ighbouAopd pf the oourt,^ ittid iiiiqMestioMbly ^iH Iom 
iQpre by tbe ccoliiittatioa of the repuUiiCtQ form gf g^ 
vfrwn^nt than aoy part of FnuiM. 
^ In the ae<^nt of cbeia. exoeoies trmsoiiUied to ibe pr9* 
ifwi^, their flwae m^ alwayH Msigned to a dreadful i9pn^ 
•piracy i^imt tbe oatiooal ai^iembly aad ibe ciaitoniit 
freedom, which had been carried on by the court and a 
part of the nobky. This account i^as industrioualy fpread, 
aod occasioned similar eitcesscs in various profinoes of 
France^ Those 0f vbom tha muni^pal oouoeik wera 
eoniposed being accused of favouring the dd goTerimitsi£» 
^w cpmnon eouncUa ivcre appointed in ndany of tbt 
ta#D3, (Boniatsiing of saan auppdsed to be of the most pa» 
triotic principles. The peasantry rose against certain un« 
popular noblemeny burned their eastlas^ obliged them to 
fly for their lii?es» and a general rage against the noblesse 
seemed to spread all over the kingdom. 

This prooeededy^no doubt, tn a coasideraUe degi^ 
frpm the inferior order of people beieoming niore and 
more liceptious by impunity and the hopes of pillage ; but 
its^fapcomiog so universal forms a strong presumption also 
of a sense <^ oppression and ill^sage received by tbe pca^ 
Mnts fcpm their lords* 

It is most lertently to be hoped,. that» in .Great.Britain, 
gprernmeat vill al-vays have sufficient enidgy to nunntam 
the lavs tn forde, and equally. to protect tfie high from 
tiie seditious violence of the loi^, and. the loir from the 
insolent oppression of the high : but if, from wliatevar 
CAuae, this islaral were subfected to some poh'tical convuU 
mm, and tiie populace excited against the higher orders 
of six^ietyy I am persuaded that the nobility antj gentry 
of En^aad, so fiu- ftom b^ng attacked with {teculiar nan* 
CDur by the peasantry of their own estates^ would in ge* 
Aoral be protected and defended by them. 

The yeomanry of England are a class of mea, to which 
BD other country has any thing exactly similar. Th^ 
iBnpers of hmd lore and respcat the country gentlamctt 
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and nobility of Great Britidny and have more reason to 
do so than the same set of men in any other nation. 
What is this owing to ? In Great Britain popularity is 
of more consequence to a gentleman or nobleman than 
it iirta in France before the revolution, or b at pre- 
sent iti Germany and other European countries. There 
are many, no doubt, who would shew attention and hos- 
pitality to their neighbours in the lower ranks of life, 
from the mere sentiments of benevolence and generosity ; 
but it has been observed, that nothing has more influence 
in keeping those sentiments alive in the bosoms of the 
great, than their having something to ask or expect from 
the favour of the little. This is the case in England^ 
at least once in seven years. The love and attachment of 
the county in which he lives is not only soothing to the 
heart, but alsa worthy of the ambition of the greatest no- 
bleman of Great Britain. It increases his political im- 
portance, whether he supports or opposes the measured of 
administration. It is much to be feared, that those are 
apt to neglect and even despise the people, who think 
that they can do them neither good nor harm. The in- 
ferior orders in France had been long in this state of ne- 
glect and even contempt ; when by the revolution they 
found that this was no longer the case, they were so impa- 
tient to prove it, that they began by doing mischief to 
shew that they were now of some importance. Liberty 
would be a greater blessing to a people who have been 
long in servitude, if it could be given by degrees : when 
it is obtained too suddenly, instead of being salutary, it is 
sometimes noxious — ^like victuals served up in profusion 
to men half famished, the consequence of which is ofteli 
surfeit, and sometimes death. 



rou IV. 
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CHAPTER XlII. 

Jfef . Necker is reeaHed'^His triumphant Reception' at Parii**^* 
convmeniB a genend AmneHy^dispkases the Sections^-Son^. 
Members of the Assembly blame the conduct qfM, Necker, who 
h^ns to lose his Poptdarittt^THsorders aU over France^^The 
National Assembly greatly alarmed — Decrees of the fourth <^ 
August-^The Duke of Bouchefoucalt — Sacrifices made by the 
Clergy. 

JVlL. Necker, who had left t'rance in obedience to the 
king^s order on the 11th of July, had passed by BrusseTs, 
and arrived at Basle on his way to Coppet near Geneva; 
He there received the letters from the king and national 
assembly, requesting his return to the situation he had 
just quitted in the administratioa. 

M* Necker has taken great pains to be considered by 
the world in the light of a philosopher as well as a mi- 
nister of state. It is fortunate for philosophers, that they 
can do pretty well without being ministers of state ; but 
it is very unfortunate for a minister of state not to be 
somewhat of a philosopher. It is probable that he will 
have frequent occasions for the exercise of philosophy 
during his administration, and he will stand in need of a 
great deal of it, in case he should be turned suddenly 
out of it. After the universal obsequiousness to which 
ministers have been accustomed while in office, the won* 
derful alteration which they experience on their removal, 
however natural it may seem to the rest of the world, ge- 
nerally is so shocking to thenr, that instead of philoso- 
phers it is apt to make them misanthropes. There are, 
however, books in abundance in the library of every mi- 
nister, tending to shew the folly of ambition, the in- 
quietudes attending power, and how infinitely preferable 
a life of tranquillity and retirement is. 
' The love of power is perhaps more deeply rooted in 
the heart of man than any of his affections, and often sur- 
vives them all ; it is stronger than friendship ; for we see 
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feven those who are counted honest men abandon theijr 
friends to enjoy it : it is stronger than hatred ; for we 
fiee men connect themselves with their enemies for the 
same purpose. And we have been assured, that the 
friends of M. Necker endeavoured to confirm him in the 
resolution of retirement^ by pointing out the danger of 
resuming his office among a people so unsettled and so • 
liable ta excesses as the French ; but notwithstanding all 
the remonstrances of his friends, and all his own philoso- 
phy, instead of proceeding to Coppet, he determined to 
return to Paris. 

The signs of esteem and attachment which were ex* 
hibited in every village and town through which he pass- 
ed in his way from Basle to Paris, the, transports of joy 
which the Parisians manifested, and their acclamations 
on his entering their city, with the very honourable re- 
ception he met with from the national assembly, must 
have been peculiarly gratifying, and no doubt rendered 
Jiim highly satisfied with his determination of returning; 
which, however, he soon after had much reason to repent. 
.M. Necker has been accused of being too fond of the 
^oisy applause of the muUitude. The visit he made to 
the capital immediately after he had waited on the king 
and the national assembly has been imputed by many to 
a desire of prolonging the pleasure he took in hearing his 
own praise. But even the enemies of M. Necker allow, 
that be is a man of distinguished humanity. His impa-> 
tience to visit Paris, therefore, may naturally be assigned 
to the desire of saving the life of M • Bezenval. As his 
intentions were known, he was waited for at the barrier 
by a multitude of the inhabitants \ the streets and win- 
(^ows were crowded with admiring spectators; while his 
carriage was drawn to the Hotel de Ville,^^^^; was beheld 
with the same appearance of respect as the shrine of Ge- 
nevieve, the tutelar saint of Paris, w^s formerly, when 
carried in procession through the streets. At the Hotel 
de Ville M. Necker was received by the electors with 
every mark of profound respect ; the populace from all 
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"pdrts ta th6 dty htlrried to obtiitt a Bigtit bf the ikdnii^Sti 
minister. He was regUeisted to appeiir kt the bafoony^ to 
gratiQr the multitude whidi filled the Pla^ dt G^te; 
and tb fender their gratifiotttioil tomplete^ h\i #ife ind 
daughter had the goodness to appear with him, one on 
the right, the other on the l^ft What rendered diife 
sublime spectacle entirely new, was, that a man and hia 
wife were hardly ever seen in public together at Paris. 
It required a revolution in the state, and all M. Neeker^ 
popularity, to prevent an exhibition so contrary to esta* 
blished manners from seeming ridiculous in the eyes of 
Parisians. So far from appearing ridiculous, M. Necker, 
' although his wife was at his side, was beheld by the peo- 
ple in the square with the most enthusiastic admiration t 
His holiness himself, when from the balcony of 8t .Pet»^ 
he pronounces his benedictioti on the adoring multitude 
beneath, was nev6r more loudly and more perseveringly 
applauded. 

After returning from the balcony to the hall, M. Ntek* 
et^s first care was to inform the electors, that on his way 
to Paris having heard that Baron de Bezenval, command- 
er of the Swiss guards, had been airested by thh militia 
of Yillenaux, he had written in the baron*s favour to the 
municipal officers of that town ; but they had delayed set- 
ting him at liberty without an order from the permanent 
committee of the Hotel de Ville. 

After relating those particulars, M. Necker gave the 
^nost honourable testimony regarding the character of M. 
Bezenval ; representing how unjust it would appear in the 
eyes of all Europe to detain a meritorious officer as a pri- 
soner, when he was on his way home by the leave of the 
' Icing; and entreated, that orders might be iitsmediately 
sent for releasing him. Perceiving that his prdposal was 
approved of, and that the audience were in a cheerful and 
humane disposition, he proceeded in a pathetic and elo- 
quent manner to lament the disorders which had already 
taken place, and to recommend a general amnesty as the 
surest means of restoring tranquillity, and infinitely the 
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gre^t^st pmk of r^gigrd ^bicjh comM be shewft to bioir 
self. 

M. Necl^ev's disburse was h^rd vitb r«ptMro« Order* 
were sent fcnr tbe release pf lif. Bezenyal, fmd a gene^:^ 
.9tm99ty was de^reed^ ^r oc^lqmiUm^ bj tbe general ai^ 
sembly pf the electors. 

M. Necker bas been i^uph censured for tbis part of bis 
cmducjU It bas beep laid, that tbe grantipg of pardon, 
wbetber general or particular, legally belonged to, tbe 
king, aqd tbat to apply els^wbe^e to obtain it wa9 affront- 
ive to bia authority. Tbe answer to this is, tbait tbe kinig 
at tbis period had no authority. 

It has been also said, tbat he ought to have made tbis 
applicadon to the national asiieinbly, as tbe next existing 
power which could with any appearance cf kwful autbor- 
ite grant pardon or ipdenmUy* The UPAwer to this se- 
cond objection is, that M* Nepker plainly saw tbat the 
assembly were at that time pverawed by the deckled and 
active measures whiph had bepp taken by the electors, and 
durst not then interfere ; whereas the assembly of electors 
having manifested the plenitude of their power in so many 
instances, he was eager to make it subservient in this in- 
atance to the cause of humanity and mercy ; and it is to 
tbehonouF of M. Necker, that when he saw. that the in- 
. teresfting obje^ he bad in yiew were not to be obtained 
by regplar means, he tried those means which he thought 
would su«:ped, without regarding whether they were re« 
gular or nojt. 

There were those present in the Hotel de Ville, who did 
not partake ci tbe humane enthusiasm, who were enemies 
of M. Neck^, and who immediately dispersed themselves 
among tbe districts, making an outcry against the council 
at the Hotel de Ville for having ordered the rdease of Be- 
zenval, aqd for daring to s^nd a proclamation for general 
pardon and peace round to the different municipaiities. 
T)iey attributed the proposal of M. M^ecker to an inclina- 
tion to regain the favour of tbe court, and of all the con- 
^pjr^tpirs p|;ainst pational freedom. The agitation of tbe 



Digitized by 



Google 



166 VIJEW OF THE 

fistricsts was so sudden, and the popular fury became so 
violent, that the council at the Hotel de Ville retracted 
their measures : and the committee of electors, which had 
been enabled to form an army of the turbulent citizens, 
• auiBcient to keep in check the regular troops which en- 
circled Paris^ and to storm the Bastile, found itself unable 
' to maintain one illegal act of humanity and compassion. 

One of the districts was so much afraid that M. Bezen- 
val would be set free in consequence of the first order 6f 
the electors, thet they sent deputies to prevent it ; and 
other districts sent a deputation to the national assembly 
to complain of the conduct of the electors, and to warn the 
assembly against giving a sanction to it. 

The national assembly were well pleased to check the 
power of the assembly of electors, and would have been 
/equally pleased to have been able to oppose that of those 
which succeeded them in the capital, namely, that body 
which was called the representative body of the commons 
p( Paris ; but the latter they durst not venture to touch. 

Messrs. Mounier, Lally-Tolendal, Malouet, and others, 
men of probity, regretting that the act of the electors had 
ever been called into question, were for declaring the ge- 
neral principle, that, without any regard to popular cla*- 
mours, no person should be arrested without a positive ac- 
jBusation, and that Bezenval should be directly set at liberty, 

Mirabeau, who knew that the release of M* Bezenval 
and the indemnity had been granted by the electors to the 
general esteem for M. Necker, and in consequence of an 
^oquent and pathetic discourse pronounced by him at the 
Town-house, opposed the relief of M. Bezenval and the 
decree of amnesty. His motive is generally attributed to 
jealousy of M. Necker's popularity, and a strong inclina- 
i^ion to render him suspected by or indifferent to the peo- 
ple: in which he soon after succeeded. * Nous-memes 
n^avons pas le droit de prononcer une amnistie,^ said he* 
^ Le pouvoirde faire grisu;e, tant qu^il ^xiste, reside emi« 
nemiiient dans la person ne du monarque : je dis, tant quM 
pxiste ; parce que c'esf une grande question que de d^t^^ 
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nrliier si ce pouviMt de faire grace pBut ejdgter^ dans qu^I-i 
hs mains il rfeidtira s'il existe, et si lea crimes contre les 
nations devroient jamais 6tre remts,^ Sec* 

Mirabeau was not naturally an inhuman or Uood-tfairst/ 
man : but on tbis occasion shewed himself a man of irio- 
lent passions and of unjustifiable resentment; for in all 
-probability it was merely to mortify one who had negtec^»' 
ed htm, and ol whose popularity he was jealous, that he. 
apoke against the pardon of a man he could not think 
guilty of any arime, and against a general indemnity, 
which, whether properly ordered or not, be knew to be 
highly expedient. 

Robespierre, who was little known at Ihis period, be« 
trayed somewhat of that criiei and unrelenting spirit 
which since has spread such dread and horror all ever 
Frasice, by speaking on this occasidn against pardon at 
amnesty. He seems also to have seized some of the hints 
thrown out by Mirabeau, and to have made use of them 
long afterwards as the foundatioid of part of his reasoning 
in the process against the king. 

The assemtiy determined that a committee should be 
appointed to examine into the accusations ; but being sen^ 
sible, that^ if M. Bezenval were conducted to Paris, all 
their authority could not protect him from the rage of th^ 
populace; they ordered that he should be carried to a tas- 
tle of some strength near the place where he had beed art- 
rested, and there guarded till his trial. 

Thus the earnest wishes of M. Necker were crossed 
and defeated when he seemed to be at the height of po- 
pularity, by the very people of whose apfJause he was so 
fond ; and he had now reasoa to be convinced, that, what- 
ever their regard and admiration of him might be, theij: 

* We ooneJvea have not therigbt to propeuooe an amnesty : the power 
of pardoning, while it shall exist* belongs to the king alone : I say, white 
it shall exist ; because it is a matter of great importance to decide, whe- 
ther this power of pardoning ought to exist, in whose hands it ought to 
be placed if allowed to exist* and whether crimes against nations ought 
4P¥er to be forgiven. 



Digitized by 



Google 



168 xiEwnvkz 

tfaiffs^ of bloody and xwupat i^;aia0t thoae whom tbey 9m^ 
mdered as ibmr eaemiesy was sifoager* Apy pljoasui^ 
which he may hay« derived from the oonteoipliMtipii tbafc 
he possessed the affiectioa of such people, mast bai^ )NBen 
mistily diounished after he made this dira)¥ery» 

la his letter to the secretary of the fioaunon ooamil of 
Bans, who first informed him of the sudden turn wbi<A* 
had hiqppened, M. Nedcer ezpresBeshimself in Ae foUMi^iag 
words.— < J^ai re9u la triste uouvelle que vous m^a?ea fi^t 
rhonneur de me commuaiquer. J^en rcmdnu compte au 
BoL Jf oa bonh^ur ffa guire iurV ^ 

What shews of h6w very little importaaee Ibe fcuig 
was already beeome ia the ^es of all parties is, that |he 
mention made of him in this letter is the only notiee that 
seems to have been taken of him in this wbcde ^j^ansaction* 
An officer is arrested by the mUitia of a provincial town» 
as he is on his way to his native country : the kiag^s mi« 
nister, returning at the call of the nation to the aspitldf 
declares that the officer had his majesty's permission, and 
requires of the municipality to ^low him to pr^iceed) 
they refuse until they shall receive orders from a cominit^ 
tee at Paris : the nunister afterwards applies. for the saipe 
purpose to this committee : but no more notipe is Jabw 
of the king, than if he had not been in exiHeaee. 

In fact, the king was already deprived of all authorily, 
and what he had afterwards was no longer conudered aa 
an essential prerogative of the crown, but a gift oS the na* 
tional assembly. And it soon afterwards appeared, that 
the assemUy were not able to maintain him even in the 
exercise of that share of power which they'placed in his 
bands : for when, instead of an absolute veto on their diS* 
fprees, the national assembly resolved tliat the kingishoiild 
only have a suspending one, it was found that he could 
pot make use of it without raising a violent chmioiir, and 

* I have received the ^ new? you d|d me the honour to transmit ^o 
jae^ I «)ia|l commuqiq|te th^ |o |h^ )^\rif* M7 l^aj^||in^jss haii not be^ . 
of Ipng duration* 
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^xpq^ipg him^U ^H ki^ fsmiy tQ the (mpmge$ pf tb(9 
mob. 

T}v^ yin^iiSt^v^ .dUpcHotion AQd excesses of the Parinaii 
pppulace were to ))e r^etted not only op acpQimJtof tb^r 
effects At F ws, hut qlao pa iiccoupt of the example there* 
by giyj^^ tp th,e lower orderly* and particularly the tenapt^ 
c^laod, ^nd tk^ pe^^santry, all ov^r Prance, i^mpng whom 
great disorders poajtinued aff^r apme appe^ance of rego^p 
Jar?ty had takeo pl^ce in the capital* It will be naturally 
imaj^ed* that ipany took adyantage of the general cpp^ 
fused §tate of the cQuptiyy and piade it a pretence for w^ 
fusiiig ifi^ pay the taxes to govemia^iit, and even the rpnta 
dpe to their landlords. Copphunts pf ih^g w^re frequent* 
ly made to thiei assembly, who thought proper to refer 
tixem to a committee, which was directed to make a r^ 
port and suggest a remedy fo|r So dangerous an evil. 

The remedy which the cominittee recommended waii, 
jtl^^t the assembly should publish a solemn deelaratum cf 
thfir entirely di^a^^proving of the unlawful practice of rc^ 
1*^91% tp p9y taices and rents, and advisipg all persona 
€p9perped to pay ^m c^ularly fop the future. Jt is 
«ur{uri^ing that this cppifpittee, when ^bey were reeom* 
foaiBpdiag such e$cacious means for putting a stop to up* 
lawful practices, did oot refloqiiipf nd at the same time a 
^ ^lepin ppplamatiop against the unlawful practice of for- 
nipatipp, . wHfih is of stiU longer standing, and had as 
fjpod a cbauce of being put an end to by a proclamation* 

It would f^pp^sa that the measure adopted had entirely 
^jftiled ; for while the jQatHNnal assembly wen^ occupied ^,t 
Versailles ip framipg that biU of rights which they ip« 
tended as the fpupdation of their new constitution, ac^ 
/QOjUOls came fmnn all qi^rters, that the spirit of revolt 
^eemfid to increase instead of diminishing in the provin<i» 
.oes ; that to a r^u§9} <^ paying tai^es and rents n^any ip^ 
stances of pillaging, robb^y, and housebreaking, were 
added; that the nobility in particular were exposed \q 
these depredations ; tbat mwy af their fapiily ^ts 1^^ 
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been plundered and demolished, lindin some ^ases their 
"wives and children abused and insulted in the grossest 
manner. As almost all the proprietors of land in the as- 
sembly, and the other most respectable deputies, received 
accounts to the same effect, they made a deep impression 
and spread a great alarm. Many letters of this nature 
"were received on the 4th of August. When the as- 
sembly met in the evening, strong symptoms of vexation, 
anxiety, and terror, were visible in the countenances of the 
members^ particularly those belonging to the two first or- 
ders, who seemed now convinced of the necessity of uniting 
without reserve with the third, as the only means of preserv- 
ing their property, and securing their families from insult. 
The extraordinary impressions with which the deputies 
were so severely and so suddenly affected, produced con>* 
sequences as extraordinary and as sudden. While every 
one seemed engrossed with his own feelings, and waited 
to hear what might be proposed by some other, the vis- 
count de Noailles opened the scene by asserting, that the 
people were driven to those excesses by the accumulation 
and weight of the burdens under which they laboured ; 
that they were become desperate by the exaction of taxe^ 
which they could not pay, and fettdal services above their 
strength ; that it was now become as necessary for the 
safety of the rich as for the relief of the poor, that many 
sources of oppression should be immediately abolished, 
lest the country people should proceed farther lengths 
than they had hitherto done, and take upon themselves 
the task of doing themselves justice. He then enlarged 
on the glory which the nobility would derive from sacri- 
ficing private interest and importance to the public good; 
and concluded by moving, that those sources of tyranny 
and injustice should be aboUshed ; that all public charges 
should be equally supported by the whole community, 
and all taxes levied in proportion to the income of each 
individual ; that all feudal claims should foe redeemable 
fX a fair valuation ^ that corv^esj^ and all rights of tbq 
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fords to the personal servkefi of the peasantiy, tdKnild be 
entirely dx>li6hed, and other grievances, under «rhieh the 
people suffered, alleviated. 

The viscount de Noailies*s motion was seconded by the 
duke d'Aiguillon, who made another tending to the same 
purpose, which created more surprise than the former, on 
account of the duke^s ample estate and extensive royalties, 
which rendered his sacrifices greater, although his patriot* 
ism wab perhaps only equal to that of the viscount 

When certain ancient feudal claims, which are indecent 
in themselves, and degrading to humanity, were begun 
to be enumerated, a cry of horror burst from the audi- 
ence, and prevented the deputy from proceeding. This 
circumstance, however, increased the entlmsiasm tar. re- 
formation which animated the assembly. And the bright, 
examples of the noble viscount and duke above mention- 
ed, joined to the thundering applltuse with which their 
proposals were heard, excited great emulation. The vir- 
tues of self-denial and patriotism became so precious in 
the eyes of some who had never before seemed to put any 
great value upon them, that hardly any sacrifice was 
thought too dear for the purchase of even the reputation 
of possessing them, which' was bid for on this occasion, 
like a valuable statue or picture at an auction, with an 
ardour which drew fresh applause, excited fresh emula- 
tion, and made the nobles outbid each Other in a manner 
that astonisHed the galleries, and delighted the commons, 
who, having no sacrifices to make, could Qot entier into 
the competition. 

Some of the nobles, liowcver, were provoked at certain 
sacrifices which aiSTected themselves more than the pro«> 
posers, and in revenge they moved for different sacrifices 
which affected the others more than themselves. This 
kind of' retaliation is not unnatural to lofty minds, if Ho- 
mer was a judge of nature. — ♦ If I am to be deprived of 
my mistress,' said Agamemnon to Achilles, * you shall 
be deprived of yours also.** In what other particulars 
the nobles in (question resembled the Gr^ek heroes, \ 
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know not; but it is sai^ tb^t tq tb« beat rmmad by tbb 
0ollUioii pf emulatioQ, p^itriotUpa, md i^v^og^, tbe beat 
and expansion of beart produce^ by wip^ wer^ added?— 
ao tbat.on ibe whole niQive wi» pbtaiped ^r tbe people at 
tbis one utting aft^ diiin^r» Xhfm tbe wet aanguine w 
former bad expected ia many d^iy^* 

Tbe deputies oi certain provinces wbi(^ enjoyed pecu« 
liar privilegesf took upop thein^^vesy without instructiona 
from their constituent^, to propose, that tbe ebarten and 
irancbises of these provinces i^bpuld be added to the sacri* 
fices of this memorable night. 

The clergy had bitbersto remained aiitonisbed and nlent 
. spectators of a scene so ftwful and unexpected ; and a mo* 
tbn having been made to put an end to. tbe meeting, tbe 
president was proceeding accordingly, when auddenly be 
made a pauae, and fqproacbed himself for want of atten* 
tion in being about < prematurely to dose tbe meeting 
bdbve any of the venerable body of tbe clergy, ever sym- 
pathising with the distresses oi tbe peqpl^» bad dedanad 
tfaeur sentiments on so interesting a subjeqt.^ 

There was no evading this apostrophe. The Usbopa 
of Nancy and Cbartres spoke in the name n^ tbeur bi^ 
thren. The fiiat not only approved of a motion which 
had beei^ made that the feudal rights, and all other juria^ 
.dictions of lords of manors established in the sanie m^m-* 
ner, diould be abolished ; but he proposed beside^ tbfit 
the price of tbe ransom of ecoleMastical feudalities dioiild 
he applied to the relief of the poorer part of the ecclesi«» 
astical body, and not to the profit of t\ifi actual ii|cui9-* 
bent, 

Tbe bishop of Chaitres, after insisting on the injustice 
f>f the game laws, and painting in glowing colours the 
cruelty of obli^ng the poor farmer to be the passive wit- 
ness of ravages on his property, prc^osed the suppression 
of those laws and all the pretended rights of the chace. 

The exclusive rights of fisheries, to warrens, and to 
dpvepots, hU of which considerably a^ct^d the reveofie 
pf thedergyi wei^e ftfeo »bol^^ed; a^d some fljgnitfr^i 
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ef the ^tiiiitli, who {jos^ss^ inore benefice thttn onef, 
^kclared that they wete tesoHed to limit themselves to k 
ilttig^leone. 

The duke de Ik Rochefoucault, T^ho waift a friend to 
Hherty and bad promoted the revolation, trad bowevfef no 
jtepublicah, but a well-^sher to monarchy, and personally 
at^iched to the king, tdok this opportunity of dbiiig ho- 
nour id the monarch he loved, by reminding the assembly 
that his majesty had anticipated one of their decree!^, by 
having already given freedom td all the serf^ in his own 
demesnes ; and the duke at the same time did honoiir t^ 
his own heart, by expressing a Wish that before the end 
of the sessions the assembly would take itito consideratidh 
the deplorable condition of the negroes in their colonies. 

How came this enthusiastic friend of freedom to pi^feV 
a itionarchical form of government to a republican ? Not 
surely for the sake of the monarch or his family. Were 
it even clear that royalty conveyed happiness, he could 
loot have preferred the happiness of a single family tb that 
of ; the millions who inhabit France. No; it must have 
been from a conviction that a well-regulated hereditary- 
monarchy would be more conducive to the happiness of 
those millions than a republic. The proofs which experi- 
ence has afforded of the truth of that opinion are the on- 
ly right which kings have to their crowns ; a good king 
would not Wish for a stronger ; a wise one could hardly 
believe they ever had any other. 

It would have been fortunate for the French nation, 
that they had adhered to this bpinion of the duke de 
Rochefoucault. They have thought otherwise ; it is their 
affair. Perhaps they may come of themselves to alter their 
way of thinking on that subject ; which is certainly most 
likely to happen when no attempt is made to force them 
to it ; but should they endeavour to turn monarchies into 
republics, or should monarchies endeavour to force repub- 
lies to assume a monarchical form of government, there can 
be no tranquillity or happiness in Europe. If indeed it 
had been usual for the different nations of Europe to ma- 
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nifest a disinterested regard for the prosperity of eaeh 
other ; if there were many proofs recorded in history, that, 
so far from taking advantage of the accidental cUstresses 
or calamities in which any of them were involved, the 
others had shewn a readiness to relieve their unfortunate 
neighbours, and to extricate them from their difficulties ; 
then indeed the case would be different : but as there are 
not many instances of this nature on record, it is not sur- 
prising that the French should not consider the bints they 
have received from their neighbours to renounce the re- 
publican and resume their old form of government, as 
proofs of good-will, or that they hesitate a little before 
they determine to take them. 

To return to the national assembly.-*In commemora^ 
tion of the sacrifices made, this famous sitting concluded 
with a decree conferring the title of restorer of French li-^ 
berty on the king ; and a deputation was appointed to in« 
form him of this, and to request his presence at a Te Deum^ 
to be celebrated throughout the kingdom ; which ceriemo- 
ny was performed accordingly, attended by the king and 
the whole assembly. 

The third order were so expressive of their admiration 
of the generosity and self-denial that appeared in the con- 
duct of the nobility and clergy, that it might have been 
expected they would have tried to check an enthusiasm 
which, if carried farther, might prove too injurious to 
those two orders ; and this was the more to be expected 
from men of candour and equity, as most of the deputies 
of the tiers-etat could not imitate the other two orders in 
making such sacrifices, and were little affected in point of 
interest, by those which had been proposed. 

It appears, however, that the commons did not labour 
under any delicate distress of this kind ; for the commit* 
tee appointed to reduce the various proposals that had 
been made into the form of a law, included the tithes as a 
feudal vassalage or tax levied on the lands, which had ne- 
ver entered into the minds of the clergy, who considered 
ecclesiastical tithes as a rent-charge for the maintenance of 
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the ehutch, for which a proper allowance bad been made 
lo the actual jproprietors in the purchase of their estates; 
and therefore they imagined that the legislature could not 
without injustice transfer this from them» whose property 
it was, to the landlords, who had no claim to it. This ar- 
ticle being strongly and justly objected to, produced se- 
veral warm debates, in which the abbe Sieyes made the 
most conspicuous figure, defending the rights of the 
church, and proving the injustice of stripping the clergy 
in this arbitrary manner. The abbe was not listened to 
on this occasion with that attention which had been usual? 
ly paid to him, and which the strength of his reasoning 
deserved. He pleaded the cause of the church on the 
principles of plain good sense and equity, without calling 
the assistance of sophistry, or giving the least hint of the 
divine right of tithes. Had the abbe been inclined to 
make use of them, he knew that no arguments derived 
from superstition could have weight with his present au- 
dience ; he found that those founded on justice had as 
little. 

The impatience of the audience during the abbess rea» 
soning did not arise from any eagerness to answer his ar- 
guments ; it was the impatience which men predetermin- 
ed to be unjust feel on hearing their injustice made mani- 
fest. He concluded one of his speeches by observing, 
that * if they wished to hejree, they should begin by be- 
ingjustJ* 

. A country vicar, perceiving that the unanswerable dig^ 
courses of the abbe produced no effect, with great vehe- 
mence addressed the commons in these words. — * Was it 
to plunder us that you invited us to join you in the name 
o£ the God of Peace f^ 

The nobles were as unrelenting as the commons. They 
seem to have been actuated in some degree by resentment 
against the clergy for having abandoned them on the im- 
portant question of the manner of voting ; and the un- 
grateful return which the clergy now met with from the 
commons, it is probable, was more sensibly felt by them 
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ibaft th^ tetaliatidti tff the nobles* But the iiobl^ dieted 
Tfery unwisely in indulging theit i^esentm^tit in this ttail^ 
HeK Many of the greatest iniscblefs ih society spring 
froin the secret satisfaction which one elass of men some* 
tinied take, or the indifference at least which they feel 
When the rights of another class is attacked t without con* 
sideling, that the moment a law is passed Which is oppress- 
ire on any set of men, a source of oppression is Opened 
against every set of men. Even those, therefore, who re*- 
Spect no man^s rights but their own, are strongly iriterest- 
ed to forget private resentment, and td defend the rigfati 
of all their neighbours* 

The coolest heads among the clefgy, perceiving that 
the nobles and commons were united against them, and 
thinking that longer reustance would only serve to irritate 
those on #hom they and their brethren must at last rely 
for support, determined to submit Irith the best grace 
ibey could* 

The archbishop of Paris, when the contest was at the 
warmest^ and the noise at the height, arose and declared 
in the name of his brethren, that their only anxiety was 
that divine worship might continue to be celebrated with 
dignity ; that the gospel might be preached by virtuous 
and well-instructed clergymen; that the poor might be 
relieved and succoured ; and should these purposes be ef- 
fected, that they would resign the whole of their tithes 
into the hands of the nation, and for their own future 
support trust entirely to the justice of their country, v • 

As the archbishop continued his discourse, and the pur- 
port of it opened upon the audience, the blustering of the* 
tautest which had so long prevailed in the hall gradually 
abated, and the noise at last subsided into a general whis- 
|)er of satisfaction, as a storm subsides at the appearance 
of the twin stars-^ 

Defluit saxis agitatus humor; 
Concidunt venti, fugiuntque nubes, 
Bt minax n * -^ ponto 

Unda recumbit^ 
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Some of the people in the galleries, after renuuning ft 
few moments silent and motionless, clapped their hands 
in applause of the great sacrifice which the clergy had of- 
fered ; but the generality of the assembly, considering h 
as a constrained and not a free*will offering, while they 
rejoiced at the sacrifice^ derided the saerificers< 



CHAPTER XIV. 

ttejkciions on the Cruelttf to f^hich the Clergy were subjected-^ 
On the Power to he given to the King — The Project of two 
Chamhers^The Galleries of the National Assembly — Ma* 
ceuvres respecting the Audience — A Feast given by the Gardes^ 
dU'Corps to the Regiment of Flanders at Versailles'^ The Na^ 
tional Assembly displeased with the King's Answer to their 
Address-^The Transactions of the Eniertainment nusrepre» 
sented — Insurrection at Paris-^M. La FayeUe endeavours to 
quell itf without iffect — The first Conductors of the Revolutum 
Justified — M. La FayeUe rqarches with 20,000 men to Ver^ 
mUesn 

JL HB national assembly have treated the clergy of Francd 
something in the same cruel manner that the Roman senate 
behaved in the third Punic war to the Carthaginians. 

When the Carthaginiatis heard of the hostile prepara- 
tions of the Romans, conscious of their own weakness, 
they declared themselves i^dlling to submit to the discre-^ 
tioQ of the Roman people, and to the terms of peace they 
should exact. The senate applauded their prudence, and 
required hostages as pledges of their fidelity. The hostages 
wertf sent. The Roman consul, who was at Utlca with his 
army, then required, in the name of the senate, that the 
Carthaginians should deliver up'^their arms and warlike 
stores ; sucji things being useless to a people now undet 
the protection of the Roman republic. The magistrates 
of Carthage were shocked at the rigour of this demand : 
after some hesitation, however, 'they acquiesced, saying' 
they had an unbounded confidence' in the justice of the 
senate. The consul, after highly praising their eonduct| 
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infbriB&c) UieiQ tbat they niMt aboadoQ C^rth^^ which 
it was the fUwMte of the senate should be desdroyed* 
. With similar petfidy the clergy of Frfiii^c^ m^re allured 
to join in the revoluti^m^ tp make many sa^Hfiees in the 
hopes of being protected in the poasessioa of what re^ 
mained, apd then obliged to rely on the justice of the 
assembly, which stripped them of the whole, except on 
conditions which their consciences prevented many of 
them from agreeing to. This refusal being represented 
as a crime^ the unhappy elergy have at various periods 
been persecuted and massacred, all over the nation. The 
most striking, different b^tw^n the cases is, that those 
whom the. Bomans tronl^d in this perfidious and cruel 
mapsfet had been for ages their ancient and inveterate 
enemies; whereas tliose whoiki the national assembly 
treated thus unjustly were their own countrymen, and 
Aat part of their countrymen whote peculiar duty it 
was to teach benevolence and good-will towards man* 
kind. 

One of the most important questions that was agitated 
by the national assembly^ while they were employed in 
forming the constitution,., regarded the degree of power 
to be placed in the hands of the king, and particularly 
whether his consent siiould be nnade necessary for giving 
the force of law to the decrees of the assembly. The 
Latin word veto, of which the tribunes of the Boman 
people made use when they gave a negative to a law, was 
adopted on this occasion to express the king^s negative.. 
The debates on this subject continued from the end of 
August till the middle of September^ were carried on with 
extraordinary heat, and cileated a division in the assem^ 
bly, which has con tinuffd,, through subsequent legislatures, 
with augmenting hatred. 

On this matter there were three opinions. 

1. That the decrees of the assembly should be lawj, 
without any sanction froin the king. 

2. That the king ihould have an absplute negative on 
all decrees. 
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; 8. 'Tiiat the king^s i»egatiT« sbcmld not be Absolate, bat 
<mly simpensive. 

Buriiig tbe d^haiBB on thifi subject it appeared, dmt 
tbe majority of tbe members were so af^ehensire of a 
return of the old tyranny, that they orerlooked m«iy 
other dangers. They were so solicitous to secure tbe le- 
gislatife power from the attempts of the executive, that 
they seem to ha^e forgotten that it was a monarchical 
constitution which they had professed to establish ; and 
weakened the executive power to such a degree as almost 
to render it useless ; — the consequence of which has been, 
that, in the progress of the revolution, the assembly it- 
self has been insulted in the grossest manner, and the 
monarchy overturned. 

Mirabeau, who wish^ to preserve the monarchy while 
he laboured to give freedom to his' country, endeavoured 
to shew, that giving an absolute veto to the king tended 
to both those purposes ; that it would prove a check also 
to crude and precipitate decrees, and might on some fu- 
ture occasion prevent an ieimbitious majority from tyran- 
nizing over, perhaps expelling, the members who oppos- 
ed them, and forming at last an odious and despoctic a* 
ristooracy with the name of a republic. 
- All Mirabeau^s eloquence in support of the absolute 
veto proved ineffectual within the assembly ; and without 
doors the prejudice against it was still greater. The open 
and unrestrained discussion of a political question wi^ 
still a new enjoyment in France, and on the present oc- 
casion was pursued with all that ardour which new plea- 
sures generally excite in that country. Very few under- 
stood what the word meant, or ever troubled themselves 
to inquire ; yet men, women, and children, although ac- 
cording to the custom of the country eternally speaking, 
spoke of nothing, during several weeks, but the veto. In 
the same manner as some years ago, when the whole na- 
tion took a fancy to be eternally singing, they sang no 
other song but Malbrouck. To harangue against the ve- 
to in public places became a mark of patriotism ; lists of 
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the members who spoke in its favour ware handed about^ 
and all those whose names were in the lists were exe- 
crated as traitors. In short, upon this as on many other 
occasiGMis during the revolution, a violent storm was raid- 
ed, and furious spirits rode in the whirl\iFind and direct- 
jed it« 

The most judicious as well as the most '.eloquent mem- 
bers were for giving the king an absolute negative on the 
decrees of the assembly. The majority, however, were 
so much intimidat€»d by the clamours without doors, that 
they adopted the suspensive veto; decreeing that it should 
continue in force for two successive legislatures ; buty if 
•the third should approve of the suspended decree, it 
should then become a law without the royal sanction. 

This measure, which was recommended by Necker and 
is praised by Rabaud de Saint Etienne,. did not satisfy 
the king, and was still more displeasing to the people, 
,whp perceived little or no difference between this and the 
absolute vetOr Mirabeau shewed more profound politic* 
jsl knowledge than M« Necker or Rabaud, by placing 
himself among those who supported it ; and at the same 
time he gave a proof that his love of popularity could not 
in a point so material make him act contrary to bis opi« 
nion« The idea, that giving to the king an absolute ve- 
to on the acts of the assembly would gradually bring back 
the old despotism was what influenced the deputies who 
opposed it. Mirabeau saw that other articles in the con* 
stitution would prevent such an effect, and tjiat the spirit 
of the times alone rendered it almost impossible. He 
probably also foresaw, that the suspensive veto would be- 
come a continual cause of jealousy and discord between 
the king and the assembly. But even, if this prerogative, 
which seems to have been highly necessary, had been es- 
tablished in the constitution, still a prudent minister 
would not have advised the king to make use of it, until 
the jealousies of the people were dissipated, and the go* 
vernment regularly formed ; and perhaps not even then, 
unless it was evident that the monarch, in giving his ne- 
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gfttive to a decree of the assembly, had a re$pectable mi* 
nority of the assembly, and a very decided majority of 
the people at large, of his opinion. With all these pre- 
eautions, the veto in particular instances might still be 
erroneously given ; the king, the minority of the ass^jir 
hljf and the majority of the public, might be in the 
wrong, and the majority of the assembly in the right : 
yet if the king'.s negative were never used except in such 
cireumstances, it never could create jealousy of the power 
of the crown on the one hand, or fears for the freedom of 
the nation on the other. 

The suspensive veto became, soon after the king's ac- 
ceptance of the constitution, an object of jealousy, and 
yras no sooner made use of than it became the cause, or 
was made the pretext, of the most fatal discord. 
. The taext important subject of debate ha,ppened in con* 
9^uence of a proposal made by M. de Lally*Tolendal in 
the name of the commission of constitution, that the le« 
gislatjir^ should consist of a lower and upper house. Ac- 
cording to the first idea, the upper house was to be com- 
posed of members chosen for life,. M. Mounier preferred 
their being chosen for seven years. 

Those who had opposed the veto were as violent a- 
gaiifst the two. chambers or houses. They dreaded that 
th^ influence of the court would at some time or other 
form the upper house of the higher nobility, and render 
it hereditary. They eujdeavoured to ridicule the idea of 
^ balance of power in the various branches of the legis* 
1/iture; and shutting their eyes to all the advantages of 
the British constitution, they decliumed against its abuses* 
yet, if two houses have been found beneficial in the Bri- 
tish legislature, and if two chambers of representatives 
have been of use in the American, by a£Pording time for 
ireflection before decrees are finally passed ; so far from 
opposing their introduction, it might have been expected 
of those members who were best acquainted with tha 
characters of Frenchmen, that, instead of two chambers^ 
t^ey would have tried to establis)) three ii) th^ new con- 
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(iiitutiofi of France : but two at least were highly tieces* 
sary, as they would not only have been of service in pre* 
venting intemperate decisions and indigested deerees, bat 
in precluding in a great measure, if not altogether, the 
necessity of the king^s having recourse to bis veto. 

Perhaps this proposal of the two chambers iiiigbt harvd 
been carried, had it not met with strong opposition from 
a quarter wbere it was lesfet expected ; for many of the 
nobles themselves were against an upper chamber i and 
for various reasons, arising, as was sospected, ftom 
their different situations and views. From the super<^ 
abundant noblesse of France, only a small portion could 
be chosen to form an upper chamber. Many of those who 
faw but little* probability of their being of the number, 
could not bear that others, whom they considered on a kN* 
vel with, or perhaps infi^rior, to themselves, but who had 
a better chance of being placed in the upper chamber, 
should obtain that advantage over them ; and therefore 
were against the measure. Some imagined that the forty* 
seven members who had first joined the tiers-etat would 
be first promoted ; and it filled them with indignation to 
think that men whom they looked on as little better than 
traitors, many of them of the lowest elass of noblesse, 
should, as a reward for betraying its cause, be placed at 
the head of the order. It is also believed, that the pro* 
posal of two chambers was opposed by some of the higher 
orders who were enemies to the revolution in any form, 
and thought that such a regulation would give stability to 
it, and prevent that discord, precipitancy, and anarchy, 
of which they saw the seeds in the present assembly, and 
from which they augured its speedy overthrow, and the 
.restoration of a government more to their taste. 

The project of the two chambers being disliked by the 
public in general, and considered by tnany of the depntiesi 
of the third order as a plan calculated for raising a favour-; 
ed portion of the noblesse above the other members of the 
national assembly, and forming a new and more import^ 
ant species of peerage ; and as it was not supported by th^ 
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wfafde body of the nobieMe thenraelTes, and opposed by 
«cvet«l of them, it is not surprising that the motion was 
lost by a great majority. 

The notion that an upper chamber, by creating a move 
important species of aristocraoy though less numerous thaiv 
what existed formerly in France, would have proved de- 
«tructive to freedom, seems erroneous ; but the objection 
might have been easily obviated, by electing the upper 
chamber not from the noblesse alone, but promiscuously 
from the general body of deputies without regard to birth ; 
to be continued, according to M. Mounier'^s proposal, on- 
ly for seven years, or some other limited term ; to consist 
of not more than a fourth or fifth of the general assembly 
wof representatives, and of membei^ of a more advanced 
age than was requisite for being chosen of the lower as- 
eembiy. This, or some contrivance to produce delay and 
re-eonsideration, was assuredly highly requisite in a nu- 
merous assembly of Frenekmerif most of them inexperi- 
enced in political science, novices in the business of legis- 
lation, impetuous, and enthusiastic. To the want cf 
some saluury check of this nature much of the mischief 
and misery that has befallen France, and some perhaps 
of what through her means has befallen her neighbours, 
may be ascribed. Another circumstance from which she 
has greatly su£Pered, has been the permitting the people in 
ibe galleries of the national assembly to manifest their ap- 
probation or disapprobation of the {^)eakers in the noisy 
and insuking manner they sometimes do. 

At the first assembling of the states*general, the curi- 
osity of the public to hear the . debates was prodigious ; . 
and the tienketat, who of themselves first formed the na- 
tional assembly, soon perceived the advantage which re- 
flulted to them from the presence of a numerous auditory 
{a the galleries. They were not always sure of having the 
Argument, but they were absolutely certain of having the 
galleries on their side. 

. At the beginning the audience ventured to applaud on* 
ly ; and as mmy members spoke mo^re for the purpose of 
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drawing a little applause than any other, the presence of 
^trang^rs was rather agteeable than otherwise. But the 
strangers soon took the liberty of giving the most noisy 
proofs of their disapprobation as well as of their satisfac- 
tion. This was complained of by several members, but 
never remedied ; and it was assumed as a right which be- 
longed to. the public, that as many of the people as the 
galleries could contain might always sit there. This right 
was supported by several of the deputies, and still more 
strenuously by the people themselves. 

While the national assembly remained at Versailles, the 
audience was not able fully to establish these cUms. It 
was not until sometime after the assembly was removed 
to the capital that they were exercised in their utmost la* 
titude. Then indeed the audience became the ^irbiters of 
praise and censure : and the galleries of the national as- 
sembly were considered as the nation^ as much as the pit 
at a. London playhouse is considered as the towtu The 
performers at both theatres are no doubt much at the mer> 
cy of the audience — with this difference, however, that 
although what the British actor pronounces is liable to 
be damned, yet he himself is in no danger of being a- 
l)used and insulted by the mob when he appears in the 
streets, as often happened to the unpopular orators of the 
patipnal assembly* 

In the progress of imp^vement, the French audience 
were not left to their own junbiassed judgment, but in* 
structed what kipd of doctrine they were to applaud, and 
what they were to condemn. 

As a matter of curiosity, it may not be improper to give 
some account pf a manoeuvre which* was of so much im- 
jportance in the revolution, and which I received from 
those who were fully acquainted with the manner in which 
^he galleries were disciplined, at the peiriod when that kind 
pf tactic was brought to the greatest perfection ; and that 
there may be no need of returning to the subject, I shall 
insert it here, though not the precise part of this narra- 
tjv^ in which, (iccor^nig to ipet(ipd| it should be jplfu^ed^ 
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' The galleries of the national assembly being open to 
IMopk of every description, and filled by the first comers^ 
it will be readily believed that, in a city such as Paris, 
mne^tenths of the audience were incapable of understand- 
ing the debates. Those parts of the speeches, therefore, 
wAiich they most admired, and at which they thundered 
-their loudest peals of applause, were not precisely what 
Longinus or Mr. Burke would have selected as examples 
of the sublime or beautiful Every speaker, who had not 
the misfortune of being thought a royalist, who bad a 
tolerably strong voice, who interspersed his discourse with 
abuse of aristocrates, emigrants, and sovereign princes ; 
who made frequent allusion to the sovereignty of the 
))eople ; and who, no matter how they were introduced^ 
often pronounced with emphasis the words jLa, Nation^ 
Xtberie, and EgalUe^ was certain of the applause of th^ 
galleries*. 

Certain deputies of the court party having remarked 
the efficacy of these words, sometimes had the address Iq 
intermingle them so successfully with their harangues, as 
to draw loud apfdause from those who, if they had com-^ 
•prehended the tendency of the reasoning, would have 
hissed them without mercy* 

As the audience were so apt to be misled by their mr$^ 
it was thought proper to engage their rj^ev as an auxiliary 
to their understanding ; and men were employed to throw 
out «ignais indicating whom and when they should apr 
plaud or censure. 

A member of the assembly was sometimes employed to 
make those signals, which were understood by only on^ 
or two persons in the galleries, who by a similar modi^ 
communicated their import to others. 

The usual signals were the handkerchief hanging half 
out of the pocket, sometimes out of the right, sometimes 
out of the left--*-the hat, held in the hand in a particular 
manner, or with the national cockade uppermost-— rub^ 
bing'the eyes, or the nose, or the ear. A)l these had 
their particuli^r meanings, with a variety of other signs^ 
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which mny be easily conceived ; each of which denoted 
the nature of the explosion required, whether for appiob 
bation or disapprobation. 

To secure the majority it was neceftary to bav« about 
It hundred and fifty persons in 0aeh of the two galkrkBu 
There were also one leader and five subdttnis in each 
gallery. The leaders only were acquaint^ with the 
signal from the halL This they immediately commnnu 
cated by a different one to the ten aabalttraa^ who direct* 
ly began their marks of applau$c or censure, in which 
they were followed by all the mereeoaries wfaom tby had 
previously engaged ; and their loud clappitigB generally 
excited those of all the people in the ^letim. 

The common mercenaries were Acquainted with the 
subalterns only, and precisely followed thm example^ 
whether they clapped or hooted. It waa left to the aub^ 
alterns to engage their followers; but they were often 
unacquainted with each other, and in confidential cdrre^ 
spondence only with the leader, who informed them pre* 
vious to every sitting of the ngnals tbey were to felL>w« 
. The two leaders were not always known to eaeh other, 
and both were entirely unacquainted with those who ori* 
ginally employed the person who gave signab from the 
tall. 

%he wages of the common followers were from forty 
6ols to three livres each sitting. The subalterns were 
paid at the rate of |;en livres, and the leader at that of 
fifty. 

When an important question was to be debated, the 
galleries were always in the pay of one party or the other ; 
and sometimes each party had the usual nomber of their 
mercenaries on duty there ; which never ibiled to occasicm 
a great deal of noise, and a violent contest bettreen the 
applauders and the hooters. 

It sometimes happened also, that a liumber of the com* 
mon hirelings deceived the subalterns, and took money 
from those of both parties; in which case neither was 
firell served i all was confusion and doubt| and tlie r(eaj . 
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sentiments of the Peuple Souveratn seemed as ambiguoM 
as the will of the gods announced by the oracle of Del- 
phos. 

From this account a pretty jost estimate may be made 
of th^e value of the applause or censure of that portion of 
the sovereign people who were usually seated in the gal- 
leries of the national assembly after it was removed to tho 
capital, and which continued to be one of the most 
powerful engines of the revolution until the time that 
Hobespierre established the guillotine in lieu of all the 
rest. 

At the period, however, of the insurrection which a- 
bilged the assembly td leave Versailles, Robespierre was 
little known, and of too small importance in the party 
with whom he acted to have his opinion much regarded j 
but I have been told that, from the time that the states^ 
general assumed the name of national assembly, he often 
insisted on the advantages which would be derived from 
the assembly's being removed to the capital, Whatever 
advantage the popular party derived from the support of 
the galleries at Versatlfes, it was easy to foresee it wouldl 
be enjoyed in a much greater degree at Paris. Certain 
deputies, therefore, formed the resolution to seize the first 
pretext that should, present itself for removing the assem- 
bly to that city. An incident of an extraordinary nature 
did present itself, which served them for the pretext they 
wished, and which others attempted to turn to more hei-- 
iious purposes. 

The incident alluded to was a feast ^ven by the gar- " 
des-du-rcorps, which occasioned the march of the Parisian 
populace to Versailles, Those who wish to excuse or paU 
liate that shameful expedition, assert, that previous to the 
feast given by the body guards, which they admit to have 
been its immediate cause, there had been a general and 
lirell-founded suspicion of a plan to carry the king and royi^ 
family to Metz, where they were to be joined by many of 
the nobility and members of the parliaments, who expect- 
ed that nunibers of the people would flock to theroyd' 
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standard as soon as it was erected, and declare against the 
national assembly ; that this scheme waa to be aided and 
supported by certain powers on tlie continent, with a view 
to excite a civil war, occasion the dismemberment of 
France, and avenge the cause of kings, who bad been in- 
sulted by the restrictions which the subjects of Lewia 
^VI had put on his power. The same persons insisted 
that the king shewed the greatest reluctance to the wishea 
of the nation ; that he bad delayed giving his sanction to 
the decrees of the Ith of August till the 16th of Septem- 
ber ; and then, instead of an absolute assent, he had seut 
a commentary on the decrees, accompanied with a condi- 
tional assent only ; the full sanction not having been ob- 
tained tiH the SOth of the sam^ month, after several very 
urgent addresses from the assembly : that he shewed tfaq 
same aversion to the declaration of the bill of rights and 
first articles of the constitution, and postponed his accept.* 
ance of them till the arrival of the multitude at Versaillea 
on the 6tb of October, and until the carriages which were 
prepared for his escape were stopped by the national 
guards at Versailles^ And, giving every circumstance th^ 
worst interpretation^ they jnsist^d» that when, on the faiW 
ure of a loim proposed by M. Necker, the king sacrificed 
bis jewels and {4^te to the public necessi^es, thia waa 
done merely with a vi^w to blind the people to the pre« 
parations making for his escape, and because he was fully 
i^p6il)le that he could not have carried them with him» 
and of course that they would have been all confiscated^ 

That the king would have been very well, pleased to 
]^ve been safj^ly at Met^ wi^h his family, seems highly 
probable; bu^ as no proof has hitherto appeared of his 
having made arrangement^ to ^y to that place at this time» 
all these assertions are mere conjectures. 

The count d^Estaing, who had the command of the n^«i 
tional guards of Versailles, having previously consulted, 
the municipality, and represented the necessity of pnvi , 
tecting the national assembly and the person of the king 
fxpUk any attempt against them^ required of tb^ miai^t^i( 
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that ft thousand troops of the line might be quartered iii 
Versailles for that purpose. 

This, like all the rest, was by sonde construed Unfavour^ 
ably, and imputed to a design of assisting, and hot pre-* 
venting, the escape of the king ; especially as the nation^ 
' al assembly had not .been consuhed with regard to thd 
propriety or necessity of the measure. However that may 
be, the regiment of Flanders, consisting of a thousand 
men, wens ordered to Versaillest When they arrived, the 
officers were invited, with those of the national guards, to 
an entertainment by the gardes-du^corps. The enteM' 
taihment was giveti in the opera-house belonging to the 
palace. -The guests amounted to the number of 2240, and 
all the boxes were full of spectators* Towards the end 
of the entertainment the king and queen had the curiosi-* 
ty to enter the hall, the queen leading the young dauphin^ 
and attended by several ladies and gentlemen of the courts 
This unexpected visit to a company i whose hearts were 
already elated with gaiety and warmed with wine, could 
not fail to rouse the spirit of loyalty* The healths of the 
royal family were drank with acclamations of joy. After 
walking through the ball^ the royal party retired; the 
music struck up a favourite loyal tune, which was actom«* 
panied by the voices of the guests. The gates of the hall 
were thrown open for the grenadiers of the two corps, 
who, having drank the healths of the royal family, hur«' 
iried with jovial enthusiasm to pass the night in dancing 
beneath the windows of the palace. Some white eock^t 
ades were distributed among them by the ladies of th#' 
court. 

This scene passed on the 1st of October 1789- It was* 
soon after circulated, and has been since published, that' 
the entertainment was given and all the incidents arrang- 
ed by certain persons of tlie court, who were at the ex- 
pense of the whole for the purpose of awakening tha loy* 
alty of the inhabitants of Versailles, attaching the regi** 
ment of Flanders and the national guards to the king and 
queen, prejudicing them against the national assembly, * 
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fnvpuriiig A plati olreii4j fi^raml for tbe i&og'a ^f^afc to 
MetZy and effecting a counter«re¥o|utioR s mad a$ these 
things 'wer0 arraaged at>a lime wb«n. the king, pretended 
toiK)-Q{)9r<ite with the asaemhly io e8UibIi0hing a new con* 
atitution, to which he e^presse4 general good-will^ aU 
though he wassornpulpus reepecting partieular articles^ and 
viahed tQ have them explaiited before he would gire them 
kaa aaoction, they are enumerated as proofs of the kingls 
fidsehood and hypocrisy. But all this is founded on mere 
conjecture and assertion^ since no proof is brought that 
the entertainment was at the expense of the persons al» 
luded to, or for the purposes above mentioned ; and if 
both were proved^ it woukl still remain to be proved that 
the king was acquainted with, and had agreed to, the mea. 
sures. It is very certain, indeed, that some persons of 
great influence who had emigrated were continually 8chem<^ 
leg plans of counter-revolution, and using every means in 
their power to prompt him to withdraw from the king- 
dom ; being convinced that his presence with them would 
greatly facilitate the object they had constantly in view. 
They feared nothing so much as that the king should be 
gained over to the side of the people, and agree to a ccm** 
siitution in which a great part, perhaps as much as he 
wished, of his own authcMrity would be secured and con-* 
firmed, while they would remain deprived of. their privi- 
leges and excluded from France for ever. But it is equal'^ 
hf certain, that some of the most respectable members of 
the assembly had taken great pains to inspire the king 
with a desire of becoming, and <a pride in being thought, 
the restorer of liberty to Trance. They had represented 
the necessity of his absuining from sJl communication 
with those who had emigrated from the kingdom ; as any 
appearance of that would tend to alienate the hearts of his 
subjects : and, above all, they had pointed out the mea« 
sure of withdrawing from France as pregnant with the 
most fatal consequences to himself and to his country. It 
is even said, that the example of James II of England 
was mentioned as a warning to him by some, who assert* 
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td l^hat the poiteriiy p( tfiat prince migbt have been placed 
OQ the tbt^e, bad he possessed the firmness to have re*- 
midned at all risks in the island. Finally, the king was 
tsonjiired to rely on the attachment and love of his own 
subjects, rather than on the humiliating protection and inr* 
terested aid of foreign powers; for, even if Uiey should 
accomi^ifih the re*establishnient of his family, there waa. 
much reason to fear it would be at the severe expense of 
his kingdom. 

Upon the whole, there is reason to believe that the king 
had not foriiied any dei^gn at this time of withdrawing; 
that the feast was given at the sole expense of the gardes* 
du-corps, with no other view than to entertain the guests 
who were invited ; and that the incidents which gave of- 
fence and created suspicion were accidental ; for« however 
imprudent some of the scenes may be thpught, they were 
no. way inconsistent with the character of the actors. 

On the Sd of October, M. Mounier, a$ president, pre- 
sented certain articles of the constitution agreed on by the. 
assembly to the king for his acceptance* The king an-^ 
swered, that be would in due time make his intentions re- 
specting those articles known. Some people imagined^, 
that his majesty was induced to give this answer by the 
marks of attachment to his person, and the expressions of 
lo^yalty that had passed at the eqtertainment of tbe preced- 
ing night ; and that he meant to postpone bis acceptance 
till he should effect bis escape. The assembly were Qojt 
pleased with the answer. Whatever were the kiog'^s mo- 
tives, the news of his having delayed to sanction tiie BXXUt 
cles occasioned still more displeasure at Paris. His ene-. 
mies represented tliis as a determined refusal ; and tbey 
resolved to spirit up the people to insurrection. 

With this view, tlie drcumstances of the entertainment 
at the opera-house were misrepresented in the manner 
most likely to alarm the friends of liberty, aind to enrnge 
the populace. It was repeated^ * that the feast had been 
given for the purpose of seducing the national guards 
from the cause of. freedom^ that the general tc^ic of con- 
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tersation Among the guests was the unhappy condition of 
the royal femily, and how meritorious it would be to free 
them from it ; that songs breathing the same sentiment had 
been sung; that the queen, when she walked through the 
haHwith the dauphin in her arms, had recommended him 
to the soldiers in terms injurious to the jpeople* It was 
said that the national cockade, the emble;n of liberty, had 
bee<i trodden under foot'; that a great number of supers 
numerary officers and chevaliers of St. Louis were assem-* 
bled at Versailles ; and that mercenary soldiers had been 
brought to that city of late^ and more were expected, 
with a design to coatroul the assembly, perhaps to mas-' 
sacre the members ; and that measures had been already 
used^ and were still continued by the court, to intercept' 
the provisions destined for the capital.* 

Those misrepresentations were not thought sufficient 
to excite the mob to the point in view. By means of con^ 
ttderable sums distributed among the agents of insurrec- 
tion, of whom there were abundance at this time in Paris, 
a numerous band of men, armed with pikes and other 
weapons, assembled on the morning of the Sih of Octo« 
ber in the square of the Hotel de Ville. It was not di£^ 
ficult for the agents above mentioned to collect a multi* 
tttde of desperate prsons ; because there really was a 
great scarcity of provisions. Many poor families, parti-i 
eularly in the suburbs, were suffering the pangs of hun« 
ger« and all were terrified with the idea of impending 
famine* The commiUee appointed for supplying the city 
with provisions were also accused of negligence ; and the 
multitude insisted on entering^into the town-bouse to re- 
monstrate with them. They were faintly opposed by 
the nationid guards, who soon gave way, saying they 
yfQxM not fight against poor people who demanded oK>Iy 
bread. 

That this insurrection might have the less appearance 
of a premeditated plan, and be the lesfr resisted'at the 
beginning, it had been thought proper to employ women, 
and persons in female garb. To their noisy requisitions 
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f6f htmA the oMUmiUee dadised that all polaibfo ttMbs 

were using to procure it ; but that they bad met with im« 

npecled difficmlties/ A eiy waa iamediaiely beard, that 

those diAeuktea orijpnated at the ocmrt^ aad that ih&f 

would go to VenaiUes and demand ledreia from Ibe king. 

This propdisl met with uniTersai afl pr obat loni ; and soon 

after a man, known by the nanwof MmUard, o£Pered bim- 

4Milf as their leader. As this person had distingnished 

himself at the taking of the Bastile, and was known to 

tham all) he was immediately chosen to that oflke par at-' 

tkumttion; andthd otftcry was tesomed of mardiing to 

Vefisatlles. Maillard led his buid of amaaons through the 

Unresisting national guards who fiBcd tbe square, eon- 

dneted them by beat of dram to the plain ealied the Ely* 

fian l^ields, where they mustered near five thousand per* 

m3tin, of whom four-^^ftbs were women, or dressed like 

women. Many of those who were, in men^s dress wefe 

disguised with long beards, or in some other fantastical 

manner. Having prerioasly brcAen into some magaaines, 

they were all armed ; and they stapped as many eoadies 

as ffete necessary to furnish horses for dri^ging some 

fMeMi of cannon, a poissarde being mounted on each 

horse, and a couple on eaeh cannon, which followed the 

maifl body in their march to Versailles. This Maillard, 

who offered himself so a-propea^ and was chosen so una- 

nimously as their leader, was most probably one of the 

agents previously fixed upon for condoctiii^ this business, 

under the secret influence and at the expense of the duke 

of Orleans. 

M. La Fayette has been censured for not having dis- 
persed this band of insurgents, and prevented their 
marching to Versailles. It appears, however, that the 
spirit of insurrection had gained upon the national guards* 
themselves ; that they were deaf to the remonstrances of 
their eommander, and refused to use any kind of force 
against women. And in a i^rt time tbe clamour becune 
universal, that the general himself should lead them to 

VOL, IV. II 
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; Venaitte^ lay their pikweke^ before the kiilg, and hiTile 
him tbrfftide al Pari$. 

M. La Fayelte said every ihnxtg he could think of ta 
turn them from this>; and thef whole of bis Conduct both 
at this time and previous to it proves his sincerity. 

When a fermentation was etdted sometime before 
this period by a very turbulent and seditious man of the 
name of Sir Huruge» who proposed this very roeasuro^ 
thft the king and the national assembly should be. ap- 
pointed to reside at Paris, it was greatly owing to the spi- 
rited behaviour of M. La Fayette^ that the mob which 
this man had assembled was dispersed, and St* Huruge 
himself, with several other agitators, was seized and sent 
to prison ; isnd there can be no doubt that the present in*, 
suri^tion would have had ar similar termination, if the na- 
tional guards had been equally obedient to M, La Fayette 
on this occasion as on the former* Besides^ the ill terms 
on which M. La Fayette was with the duke of Orleans is 
suiBcient of itself to. clear him of this accusation. No two 
men were less likely to be in intimacy with each other. 
Their characters were directly opposite: M. La Fayette 
k described by these who have known him long and in« 
timately, as indefatigable in the pursuit of renown, dis- 
interested^ brave, and generous — qualities* never attributed 
to the character of the duke of Orleans. 

Sc»ne are so irritated by the losses they have sustained,' 
others by the consequences they dread from the Frendi 
revolution, that they view with equal enmity those men 
who from the most laudable motives joined in the mea- 
sures for obtaining a free constitution for France,, and 
those who rendered these measures abortive, by involving 
the country in anarchy and drenching it in blood. With 
equal discernment might Hampden be confounded with 
Cromwell, OF Russell or Sydney with Titus Oatea. 

To charge the dukes of Rochefoucault and Liancourty 
Mess, de Lally-Tolendal, Mounier^ Clermont-Tonnerre,. 
Malouet^ and many others, whose views were to reform 
the abuses of an arbitmry government, and establish^^a \U 
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ifiited, mmiarchy^ as^n aiiy re«p^t accessaries to' the bloody ' 
^aceoes wbi^h have been. acted in the course of this revo- 
lution, is in the highest degree absurds If siich reasoning 
iKfere admitted, Luther would bd proved t6 be the author of 
the massacre of St Bartholomew ; becausCf unless he had ^ 
attempted to detect the abuses of popery^ and brought a- 
bout the reformation^ there would have been no Protest^ 
ants to massacrei 

The national guai*ds assembled before the town-house 
were so determined on this expedition to Versailles, and 
so irritated at La Fayette^s persevering endeavours to dis*' 
suade them, that a large body of theni declared that they 
would no longer have him for their commander, and act* 
ually proposed to M. Dogni^ intendant des postes and 
commander of the battalion of St. Eustacfae^ to accept, 
tb^ chief cotiamand instead of La Fayette, and to le&d 
them to Versailles, declaring that they would follow his 
orders in all respects. He, however, positively refused. 
Seeing that at all events they were decided on going, M^ 
La Fayette at length said, that if the municipality would 
give'bim an order for that purpose, he would go at the 
bead of the national guards to communicate to the king 
the distresses of the capital, and the grievances of which 
they complained. 

Having obtained th^ oi'der, he set out with a body of 
20,000 men for Versailles^ four or five hours after the 
motley band above described had taken the same route. 

Whoever were the first movers of this insurrection, they 
bad given difierent reasons for the necessity of it, adapted 
to the different prejudices and dispositions of the persons 
they wished to excite^ . - 

The national militia complained of the indignity offers 
ed to the three-coloured cockade by the gardes-du-corps 
at the famous banquet, for which, they said, these body- 
guards deserved death. 

The old French guards, who were incorporated with 
the national guards, were provoked at not having been aU 
lowed to guard the person of the king. They said that 
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thMwala^karpiwftiiftt he inttocM to Mctpe oat of 

the kingdom; and they were iastraeCed to call for hie 
being leaoTed to Paris. 

Sone exelaiined againit his haTing delayed to sanction 
the decrees of the national aasembly, and said they ought 
to march to Versailles, on purpose to let him know that 
the people were impatient for that measure. 

The poissardes cried out against the scarcity of bread ; 
and as they proceeded to Versutles, they often execrated 
the queen as the sole cause of the scarcity* * I never 
heard,* said a garde-^cheval as he passed them, < that 
the queen devoured more bread than another woman/ 
* Cest egal,* answered one of these furies : * Tu vas ^ 
Versailles; dts k la reine que nous y serons pour lui 
couper le cou.* 

The king had gone that morning to hunt the stag. He 
was informed, while in the midst dT the chase, that there 
bad been great disorders in Paris, in consequence of which 
a multitude of armed people, many of them in women's 
dress, were marching to Versailles. His majesty imme- 
diately left the field, and returned to the palace. The 
captain of his guards asked if he had any orders to give 
to him. The king answered, laughing, JEh qwn^ pour des 
femmes ! vous voua moquez. 

Such accounts came afterwards, Iiowever, of their num- 
bers, of their rage, and of the threatening language which 
they held on their march, that this expedition began to 
be considered as a very serious business by those near the 
person of the king. It was even proposed in the coundl, 
that the royal family should be removed ; but that pro- 
position being over-ruled, the queen was informed, that 
as the fury and malice of the insurgents were peculiarly 
pointed against her, it would be highly prc^r for her to 
withdraw, for some time at least, from Versailles; to 
which, with a firmness which never forsook her on the 
most trying occasions, she answered, * I am determined 
never to forsake my hudiand : if the Parisians are bent 
on murdering me^ I will die at the feet of the king.' * 
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CHAPTER XV, 

Daring Conduct of Mirabeau — The Rdhbk arrive dt VefsaUtet 
— /f Deputation ofPoissardes accompany thai qfthe ffattonat^ 
Jssefnbhf to the King-^He givef a cottcUiatory Anmer ia the 
former^ imd the same Night absents to the Decrees of the As^ 
semikf-^M. La Payette, mth the Parisian Amy, arthei at 
Midnight^ne Court, the DepuHes, and M. La Vi^eUe, re*- 
tire to JRest^^Tke Palace- nnetpMedfy attacked in the Mem^ 
in^^P'atioM Seenetf of Honar*^lmolenee of the Rabble'^ 
Magnanimous Behaviour of the Queen — The Royal . Family 
carried to Pari^^-^Ileceptkin there* 

jL HK king haviogr postpoaed bis assent to the decrees, 
which had passed ia the national assembly, and bad been 
presented to him by M*. Mounier their president, the as^ 
sembly became moce and more impatient on account of 
this delay. Nothing is a surer indication of weakness, in 
every sense of the wordy thaa betraying symptoms of he- 
ntati<Mi and onwiUingiaesa to do what is exacted of us, 
and what it is clear we must do after alL The hesitation 
of the court m the present instance injured their cause in 
vanoiis ways. It dii^sed the public to give credit ta 
those who were eoatinually asserting^ that the king con« 
iideved his. interest as opposite to that of the people ; and 
it provoked some of the deputies to a petulance of language 
inconsistent with the respect due to the king^— < II me 
iembk,i* said Mirabeau, < qu'^on pourroit faire au roi une 
addresse, danftlaquelleon lui parlemtavec cette franchise 
et cette "verite,. ()i4^un fou de Philippe mettoit dans ces 
pardiefl trivialesri QueJerois4uy PhUippe^ si tout le monde 
dkoA BOD ^pianA iM^ dh oni P * 

In the course of the same debate, Petion declaimed a- 
gfiinst the transactions at the entertainipent of the life*' 

* ifra|p||cars.to met that in an address to the king it ^ould not be im. 
frapsB to qaeak with the same frankness and truth that thie court fool of 
PMlipcoayajFad iathiasenteace.— .* What Would yo|i djcs Philip, if. ail the 
yrotld said No when you safd Yes ?* « 
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guards, which was the first time that any notice had beeti 
taken of it in the assembly; and he asserted, that mapy 
things had occurred at that entertainment of a highly 
4;riminal nature: on which M* Monspay observed, that 
vague insinuations ought pot to be regarded ; that Petion 
was th^efore bound to mention the names of the guilty 
persoos, reduce his accusation to writing, and to sign it. 
To this Petion made no answer ; but ^ was generally un- 
derstood that the queen and the duke de Quiche, colonel 
of the life-gu9rds, were the persons whom he had chiefly 
ip view. 

As Petion seemed to shrink from this challenge, JAiva^ 
beftu rc^ apd said,—*' Je commence par declarer que jq 
regarde comme souverainement impolilique la ddnoncia^^ 
tion qui vient d'etre provoquee : cependant, si on persiste 
9, la demander, je suis pret, moi, a foumir tons les details 
et a les signer ; mais auparavant, je demande que cette 
ass^mblee declare que la personne du roi est seulc inviola- 
ble ; et c^ue tous \e% autres individus de Tetat, quels quails 
soient, sbnt ^galeipent sujets et responsables devant la 
Ibi;* / ' ' 

'•^' At the earnest request of M. Mounier the president, 
M. Monspay withdrew his motion, by which thef agitation 
of a question was prevented which might have had the 
libost fatal consequences. Mirabeau then moved, that the 

E resident, kit the head of a deputation, should wait on the 
ing with ah expos'tulatory address, requesting him to give 
apiire knd simple sanction to the articles of thie declaration 
of rights' atid the constitution which had been already pre- 
sented to him ; for the reply which the king had made 
Was rather a cbmment on the articles than an explicit an-* 
swer. Eobespierre said) that so far from being an accept* 
ance it was a censure* * ' 

* I begin by declariDg, that I consider the defiance which has bee« 
inade as highly imprudent ; but, 'if it is insisted on» I am ready to give a 
dircumstanu'al ac^count of the whole, and to si^ it; but previously I 'ex- 
pect that this assembly shall declare that the person of the king alone !• 
fnvioliible r and that all chef other indlvSdaalf in the itate, whosoever thef 
joij be, are subject and respoosible to law* • - ' ' ' ' 

ti^, .■■ . . . ■ '■ <• 
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' The deputation was inainedibtely decreed ; but hehri 
the members were appointed, the first tumokdousband 
that had left Paris, condHcted by MaiUard, arrived at Ver* 
aailles. A detachment of the most furious of the poi&. 
sardes belonging jto it marched directly to the national 
assembly, and were oq the point of forcing the guards at 
the gate, when the assembly prudently decreed^ that they 
erboutd be admitted. 

Maillaird gave a strong proof of the influeiu;e: he had 
over those women. He prevailed on them to permit him 
to spmk for them, and to restrain their tongues while he 
spoke. He said < they had come to demand bread, of 
"which there was a great scarcity at Paris, and this scarcity 
artificially brought on by traitors. He added, that they 
had likewise- come to punish the gardes-du-corps, who had 
Joffered an affront to the patriotic cockade; thisit it ^as 
crinnnal to wear any odier ; and that he would shew the 
assembly how both the black cockades and those who 
wore th^m ought to be treated.* He then took a.cackads 
of that colour, and tore it in pieces with every mark of in-, 
dignation. His speech and aiction having excited sonie 
murmurs, * What,' said he, ^ are we not all > bcethrea P 
The president observed, that^ notwithstanding their being 
all brethren, still it was .unlawful to tear pei^e:ih.|aeces 
merely for wearing cockades of a wrong colour* . 

By this time the patience of the women was quite ez4 
hausted. They could keep silence no lodger; but as they 
began their Remonstrances all togetlier, it was a consider* 
able time before it could be distinguished that. the grieivw 
ance they chiefly insisted on was the scarcity of bread; 

The president declared, that the Assembly were juitgo^ 
ing to deliberate on the speediest means of procuring it^ 
and added: that the ladies might withdraw. 

instead of taking this hint, however, the. ladies seated 
themselves without ceremony on the benches with the de*- 
puties. They did not listen to the debates with the same 
silence which they had preserved during Maillard's ha- 
rangue ;. but took a degree of interest in them which must 
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have been embftmasiiig to aU, and peautiarly to tp tfae 
orators whose diacourse tbey difiapprQved.-*«-< Parl^ dop(!^ 
dejputa !' they called to one ; < TaiMoi^ d^pqt^ ^ to 9UKV 
then Sometimes, instead of d^puti» tti^y addressed tb? 
^leakers whom they did not relish by app^UatJu^ tpQ vUe 
to be mentioned* 

In consequence of a decree wbieb bad pasped iinio^diatf « 
]y before the arrival of the poissardes, M^ MouQifr wA 
fifteen deputies went out of the hall* They were fgain to • 
address the king to give a simple assenti wclogg^ wi A 
eonditioDs, to the articles wbipb bad. been pr^entad <i9 
bini on tbi^ 2d* As soon as tbe ppissardes vpdejrstpod 
this^ a nihnber of them innsted on iKspPinpaayipg thf pf%> 
aident to the king. M. Moupier, with some Aifflwltff 
prevailed cm them to limit the number tp sii^. 

7he deputation of the national assembly* witb tb^r 
new asseciatesy walked imder a heavy diow^r of rMH bar 
tween two rows of an int^naiegled multitude Qf ajPwed 
psen and women^ from the baU of tbe as^i^bly to tbe 
palace. 

When they arrived at the gate» a band of poiasardes 
who fblbwed, instead <^ adhering to the tieaty, insisted 
fhat twcbft of their number should enter tbe king's apart- 
ment with tbe president. This new requisition was eoaiv 
plied withy as it must have been bad they insisted upon a 
bundredt 

The president being introduced^ with the deputAtioit 
from the assembly^ and the twelve represmtativea of the 
peissarde army, mad^e an affecting discourse to tbe king 
pn the deplorable scarcity of provisionsi and the confusion 
resulting from it in the capital. His majesty replied in 
the same style, lamenting the distresses of tbe poor ia 
such pathetic terms as charmed the poissaidea; and tbey 
IFitfadrew in full confidenee that his majesty would do all 
ill bis power to ren^dy the evil of which they complun-t 
,ad# But when tbey gave an account of this to their CQn«» 
stituents without, they were aocnsed of having been cor<f 
rupted by tbe courtiers, threatened with tbe l^ero, and 
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ordomd to ftturn wi obtnio a writtw or4f»r from ib« 
kiog> far Imaging supplies of grdn fix^DO various quiui;9r99 
and for itimoviqg all th« pbfitAQlas vhicbi tb#y aaaertad, 
h«4 bmi arU^ially cr^alad to ^tUgrvi^ tb^ poor, aad pror 
▼wt jParU fcoia bei«g »uppIWd with provisioiHt* On their 
return, H. de St. Priest is said to have addressed • them 
in UitM teriK9«-^' Aatrafcusi vou» »>vie9 qu'ua roi, et 
iFw$ n^ wapqiiUff pas de paia « «^jo^rd'hui» qua vovs a«> 
v?a d^Mf 6 c^t» ^10$ 4^ftt I eup; qu'il faut ^ a danwiQde?.' ^ 

M« de St, Prkst certainly i»aapt to s#rva tha kioR by 
vamindiag the paopla that %hfm wa« not «ueh a loaivitj 
of provtflioas uod^ a 9ii^Ia kiog as uml^r a gr^t many $ 
iMit to those who am in want of daily br«ad it h dangers 
om to say any thing whkb oonv^ys tha idea that kioga 
and ^camly are at aU «onnacted ; because tbay may come 
to drair tib^ o^odusioo which tha Fr^^^b. pt^uUoe were 
soon after taught^ namely, that icings vr^H graat da^ 
vourers of poor paopW's provisioaa ; and that, a9 the 
paopla wera better providad uodar oaa king than under 
many, they would fare atiU betftar if they had w king at 
all to provida (or. 

Whan Mirabaao aaeusad M, St. Priest afterws^da in 
the aMembly on aooount of this speech, be denied tbait ha 
had av»r made it* Bat, howaveir that m9^ be» M* de St. 
Friasi daliverad to the pobsardeii a paper »gnad by tha 
king to the effect required, i^hicb satisfied tbo^e who sent 
thttOEi. Although nothing seaias nv>re absurd than to sup- 
pose thai any maasuras had been taken by the king or his 
ministers to oceauon an artifidiat fon^inai or to pntvant 
the capital from being supplied with provisions, yet such 
assertions were often mada by the seditions^ and aa often 
believed by the ignorant 

During those transaodona the rabble beftwe the outer 
gatea of the palace, endciaTQuring to foree tbemsehas into 
the graat qourt, were repulsed by the gardes^da-corps; 

* Formerly yopi had only one king, and you were In no want of bread ; 
St present, when you have twelve htm^lre^l king9) 70U must demand. 1^ 
i them* • 
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and one of them, who happened to be aa inhabitaat ot 
Ver8aillel^ being wounded, the national guards of that 
town fired on the body guards ; and the most fatal conse- 
quences seemed on the point of taking place, but were for- 
tunately prevented beibre any person was killed on either 
side. 

M. Mounier had addressed the king on the 8C»city of 
provisions only, whtle the poissardes remained ; but when 
they were withdrawn, he presented the articles of the con- 
stitution for the king^t acceptance : but so great was bis 
reluctance, that he allowed M. Mounier to remain in a^ 
tendance from six in the evening till near ten, being, dur- 
ing aH this interval, balancing whether he should sanction 
them in the manner required by the assemUy, or not t 
and then ordering the president into bis presence, he, 
with a very bad grace, gave his simple assent, as was ex- 
acted from the beginning. 

Although there was an elegance and dignity in the 
manners of Charles I of Great Britain, of which those of 
Lewis XVI were entirely devoid; and although their 
characters were different in many other respects, yet tho 
oonduct of the latter on the present occasion has a strik- 
ing resemblance to that of the former when the petition of 
iright was presented to him by the commons. After using 
various methods to turn the commons from their inten- 
tion, which only confirmed them more steadily in it, 
Charles strove to elude the petition by vague and indeter^ 
minat^ answers, instead of gracehilly complying with it 
or courageously rejecting it at once; and,- after sundry 
attempts at evasion, he was at last reduced to answer the 
petition in the usual concise and clear form by which a 
bill is confirmed. 

M. Mounier having returned to the hall, and most of 
the deputies being tired with so long and so turbulent a 
sitting, retire^ to their apartments. They were soon dis^^^ 
turbed, however, and recalled to the assembly, on the a^m 
l^ival of M. La Fayette an4 the Pfirisiaii army, 
/^bat^ver alarm an expedition, the object of whicli 
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tbey knewiiot, might occasion in the breai&t of the depu* 
iaes, it was soon irenufved by the conduct df M. La ]^y« 
ette, wbo» after having waited on the king* presented hinw 
self to the national assembly with every appearance dP »^» 
spect atad submission.' He lamented to M» Mouniertbd 
disorders and jealousies which had obliged him to mardi 
at the head of the national guards to Versailles; expres&t 
ing at the same time his hope and belief, that an apoIc|gy 
finom llie gardes-du-^oori^, and their adoption of the ii«» 
tiottal cockade, would produce jkn oblivion of the past, and 
a good understanding in future. 

It was midnight when the Parisian army antved at 
Versailles. The weather was cold, and it continued to 
rain with violence. The soldiers took refuge in tavern^ 
coffeehouses, under porticos, wherever diey could rest, 
and find shelter. Refreshments were distributed among 
them, and an appearance of good humour inspired hopes 
that all danger of tumult was over for that night at bast* 

When M« La Fayette perceived this, he returned to 
Ae palace, and gave «uch an account of this apparent 
tranquillity, that the king and queen retired to resU 
Having appointed different guards, and placed sentinels 
where he judged it necessary, M» La Fayette sigainen^ 
tered the national assembly, and gave M • Mounier the 
same assurances that he had given the king. Notwttb^ 
standing the great need that the president of the assem* 
bly, after so very distressing a sitting of eighteen hours^ 
must have had of repose, he told M« La Fayette, that if 
be had any fear of tumults in the night, he was ready to 
remain in the hall, and to persuade his brother deputies 
to do the same, that they might unite their eff(»rts wiili 
liis for the preiiervation of peace. 

La Fayette answered, that, having already given thf 
necessary directions, he was so convinced of the genersl 
padfic disposition, that be was himself goigg to t^kf a feif 
hours re^t. 

It has been asserted by M. La Fayette^s enemies^ that 
lie affected to retire to n^t> kuQWiug that the P^w^e way 
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to be attdckedy tbat he might not be thouf bi to bftvf aaj 
pert in the horrid altempt which t0Qk place dwrii^ lu» 
afaseoce* But whatever bhmie he ma/ be charged with 
far not taking more effectual means for guanting the pn- 
laee^ or for giving way to the desire oS rest «t such, a pe« 
riod, the excessive faUgues both of mind and body whick 
\ie had undergone* predudes the suspicioii of afiiBCtaUon; 
and his conduct from the moment be was awakedt aa wett 
as his general behaviour and character through lif(^ must 
satisfy the candid and impartial, tbat the aoousatiKm ia 
unjust, and that he had not the least noiioa wheii be x&» 
tired that the castle wouM be attacked 

Notwithstanding some scenes of eonfusipn vbicli o« 
iKAivity could prevent^ the manner in which be suppress^ 
ed the great insurrection in the camp de Mars on the 
ITth of the following July, and the state of traaquiUity in 
which Paris was kc|it dnriii^ the whole time tbat M. L^ 
Fayette had the command of the national guarda, Gompar- 
led with the horrid scenes that were actsd there sAer it 
was intrusted to others, afford reason to believe that it 
would have been fortunate for the royal fi»mil^|, and tow 
Ij^rancey that he had been continued in tbat command ; 
in which case the insurrection of the 10th of August 
would not have happimed ^ or, if it had, tbe issu^ would 
probably haire been different^ and the massacres in Sep? 
tember wpuld certainly have been prevented. 

M. La Fayette retired to rest about three or four in 
tbe morning; and, at about si^ different groups of the 
rabble of both sfxes^ who had left Paris thfet preoediag 
^day, and had been spending tbe night in drinking, met 
near the palaiee. It was evident th||t M. La Fayette^ orders 
were ill obeyed. The e:i^ternat coprts were unguarded m 
several places. It was proposed by soaae of this united 
band of ruiSans to attack the gardes^n-pGlrpsy, who were 
lew in mimhes. This was no sooner pn^Dosed thaa exe. 
cuted. Without meeting i^ith any resistance Iron the 
national militia of Versailles, those wretchcftriiahed ftiri- 
pusly across the courtly crying^ f Tues les gprdesniiar 
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corps, paiirt de qttmrtier.^ Two of those gttOant mea 
were killed, others, wounded mud driven within the pa*- 
laee. One party of the asaaiknts, with horrid threats and 
imprecations, attempted to foree their way into the apart- 
mentsof the queen. M. de Miomandre, having giveft 
the alarm to those in the inner chamber that the queenV 
life was in danger, opposed the entrance of the murder- 
ers with heroic gallantry^ until he fell covered with ho- 
BouraUe wounds. 

Two wretches, dressed like poissardes. and armed with- 
pikes, stepping over his body, rushed into the queen's 
bedehamben They expressed redoubled rage on find- 
ing that she had escaped. 

The terrified princess had run half naked into the 
king'^s chamber. He on his part had at the first alarm 
hastened to her's by another passage ; and some of the at- 
tendants, anxious for the life of the dauphin, had run 
and fetdted him from the children's apartment; and 
when the king returned to his own chamber, he found 
the young prince in the arms of his mother. 

The marquis de La Fayette, whose lodgings were in the 
town at some distance from the palace, as soon as he waa 
informed that it was attacked, started from his bed, 
mounted his horse, and having summoned a company of 
grenadiers, many of whom had formerly belonged to the 
gardes Franfcnaes, and were now incorporated with the 
national troops, conjured them to accompany him (o the 
palace, and save the royal family from assassination, and 
the French name from lasting infamy. They arrived as 
the ruflSans were attempting to force the king^s apart*^ 
ment. 

The first thought that occurred to the humane mind 
of the king, after finding his own family protectee^ was 
to save the body guards, who were pursued and searched 
for with sanguinary fury by the assassins. He recom- 
mended them in the most earnest terms to M* La Fayette 
and his grenadiers. Fifteen of the gardes-du-corps, who 
bad opposed the first entrance of the mob into the palace^ 
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having been surrounded' and overpowered, were! ttiU id 
the bands of those savages, who were preparing t6 pu^ 
them to death at the bottom of the grand stak<*ca8e.- 
^ Grenadiers,^ cried La Fayette to his soldiers, < sovfJ 
frires-vous done que de braves gens soient Mnsi 12che^ 
ment assassines ?* * 

The garde&^lu-corps, under the protection of the gre- 
nadiers, were immediately conducted into the palace^ 
while La Fayette endeavoured to sooth and mollify the 
populace* 

Eight other gentlemen of the gardes-du-oorps, mostly 
eld o69cers, having been driven from the palace, were 
concealed in one room in the town, A party of the most 
profligate of the Paris mob were informed where they 
were, seised them, and conducted them back on purpose 
to put them to death directly uiider the king^s windows : 
in which avowed design they were not opposed by the mi^ 
litia of Versailles. One of the prisoners, an old officer 
with grey hairs, a^ldressing the multitude, said,— < Notre 
vie eat entre vos mains ; vous pouvez nous egorger; maia 
vous ne Tabregerez que de quelques instans ; et nous ne 
mourrons pas deshonores.^ -f- 

An officer of the Parisian national guards, struck with 
this short address, and the undaunted military looks of 
the prisoners, burst through the crowds threw his arms 
around the venerable officer^s neck, and cried,««-< Non^ 
nous h^egorgerons pas de braves gens oomme vous.'| 

Those who hitherto had been passive specUtors, and 
would have continued so to the consummation of the in* 
tended wickedness, affected by the words, and fired by 
the example of the Parisian officer, immediately joined 
their efibrta to his, and saved the gentlemen from the 
•words of those murderers. 

* Cvrensdlefff will yoa Uico suffer those brats mea to be assassiDsted 
In that oowardly manner. 

f Our lives are in your power $ you may murder us; but that trill sr« 
bridge our lives but a short time; and tre shall net die dishonoured. 

% No, we will not put to death bra?e men like you. 
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j^ lOdH «8 M Ikfiottnier beard of ibese traQiaetiDDS, he 
liasteoed to the national assembly, Mid made a proposal^ 
which was supported by other deputies,, that the national 
assembly should be immediately transferred to the grand 
aaloon oi the palace^ that they, might at once assist his 
majesty with their advice, and contribute to his proteo* 
tion at such an alarming crisis. But Mirabeau exclaim* 
ed,— < Je m^y oppose \ il n^est pas de notre digoita, il 
nVst pas m£me sage, de deserter notre poste, au moment 
oh des dangers imaginaires ou r^els semblent menacer hi 
chose publique*^ « 

At a time when all the assembly must have knowh 
that armed ruflSans had assaulted the palace, murdered 
the guards, and forced their way into the royal apart- 
ments, to talk of dignity, and express doubts of the. 
reality of the king^s danger, required all that unshaken 
effrontery which Mirabeau possessed. No part of his co». 
duct exposes him to the suspicion of being connected in 
some degree with the insurrection, so much as this. The 
most dignified conduct the assembly could have followed 
would have been to have adopted the generous proposal 
of their president 

The king^s mind was greatly affected with the death e£ 
the guards who had fallen in his defence ; and, notwith- 
standing all the assurances of M. Iol Fayette, while li^ 
walked through his palace accompanied and protected 
by the^neral,he waa making continual inquiries respect- 
ing the gardes-du-«orps ; and bis anxiety carried him sb 
far at last^ that be appeared at the balcony, assiiring the 
crowd below, that they had been unjustly aeeused^ and 
even interceding in their fitvour. 

Some of the populaee calling out for the queen^. she 
appeared at the balcony with the dauphin and the pria* 
cess-royal at 4ier side. 

No tyrant, giddy with the plenitude of power, evet 

' It is unbecoming our dignity, it is even unwise, for us ta desert out 
j»08t at a moment when r^al or imaginarj dangers seein to threaten the 
ftoWic 
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pQshed the wttntmiMs* of de^titm K» a iAoM dkfittting 
length than the wMiebM who filM th^ courts betow. Tii« 
stead of being mortd at tbi» nark of oondMeenrton^ some 
of the barbarians ealled oat, < Point d^enfans P No cod- 
ttruction could be pat on such an etelatnation^ at aueh a 
flioment» but that ;it was thought that the queen had 
brought the childrea as a protection to herself, and that 
tho wretches intended to fire at her when they were re- 
nored. It was most natural for the queen herself to 
think so, because she had been frequently UM that their 
curses a^nd threats had been particularly directed against 
hen 

Unmoved by this refleetion, she made the childreu 
withdraw, and instantly turning to the multitude she stood 
alone, upright, and undaunted. 

Struck with admiration of her majesUc appearance and 
intrepid behaviour, the most barbarous for a moment for- 
got their rancour, and joined in the repeated shouts of 
applause that burst from alt quarters, in the midst of 
which the queen retired. 

Sometime after the queen had disappeared, those who 
directed the movements of the multitude resumed the 
great object of this expedition. Voices were heard ex- 
cbiming, Le Rci i Paris I The voices muhiptied every 
moment ; and at last the cries of 'J Paris ! i Paris ! were 
imiversal. 

The king had no choice left. It would not have been 
in the power of M. La Fayette himself, perhaps, to have 
saved the lives of the royal family, had he refused. He 
declared his intention, therefore, of going that very day to 
Paris with his family ; and his intentions being notified 
to the crowd, by notes and cards thrown (tcm the windows 
of the palace, were received by the people with thehr usual 
Boisy indications of joy. 

As soon as it was announced in the national assembly, 
that the king was disposed to go to Paris, Mirabeau said, 
— < Je pense que nous devons fitre rapproch^s du monar* 
que, pour Taccd^ration de notre ouvrage. Je demande 
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qVil sbit d^crete,' que le roi et' Tasseinbl^e hatiohale se- 
lont inseparables pendant la pr^sente session.^ * 

This was unanimously agreed to; and it wa3 decreed 
at the same time, that a deputation of one hundred mem- 
bers of the national assembly should accompany the king 
to the capital* 

Of all the disagreeable circumstances which counter- 
balance the joys of sovereignty, and we are told there 
are a great many, none are more revolting to an ingenu« 
ous mind than the sacrifices which kings are thought to 
be under the necessity of making to policy and what are 
called reasons of state. 

In the answer which the king made to the deputation 
sent to him with the above decree^ are the following ex- 
pressions.-^* Je re9ois avec une vive sensibility les nou<« 
veaux t^moignages de Tattachement de Tasseinblee; le 
voeu demon coeur est de ne jamais me s^parer d^elle/ 

&c.t 

After the fatigue and agonies of such a night, the royal 
family certainly were much in need of an interval of re* 
pose ; but they were destined to undergo some very pain- 
All hours before they obtained it. 

' The multitude which surrounded the palace of Ver* 
sailles began to manifest symptoms of ilUhuroour at the 
delay of the king's journey. • Every consideration for the 
unfortunate family was sacrificed to the impatience of the 
poissardes and their savage paramours. 

The royal family left Versailles a little after one o'clock, 
which was announced by a volley from the troops. The 
company of the hundred Swiss surrounded the king^s 
coach ; a troop of dragoons preceded, and another im« 

* I am of opinion that we ought to be always near the person of the 
monarch) for the acceleratiQD of the public business. I propose that it be 
decreed, that the king and the nationai assembif shall be inseparable dur« 
ing the present session. 

f I have the most lively sense of this fresh testimony of the assembly's 
attachment ; the earnest wish of my lieart is never to be separated from 
it. 

VOL. IV. O 
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mediately follovred it I'be PariaiaD.natioiMil guards had 
begun their march a short time before. Various bands, 
of the poissardes were intermingled with all the different 
corps of this strange army-— «ome seated in waggons, ot* 
namented with green boughs, and white, red, and blue 
ribbons'— some astride upon the cannon—many on horse- 
back ; generally two on the same horse^ with the hats of 
the gardes»du»o6rps on their heads, the belts across their 
shoulders, and armed widi sabrea— trending the air every 
instant with their savage shouts and the choruses of their 
vile songs. In the middle of one band of those sanguin- 
ary hags, two men carried long pikes, on the points of 
which were tlie heads of the murdered gardes-du-corps* 

At certain distances the whole procession was made to 
halt, for the purpose of firing fresh volleys, and that the 
soldiers might be refreshed with wine and a little rest. 
On those occassions the poissardes on the carriages and 
on horseback descended and joined hands in horrid dancea. 
around the bloody heads ih$i were fixed on the pikes. 
What rendered the scene completely shocking was the 
presence of the gardes»du-corps who had been saved by 
the grenadiers, and were now marched in triumph, dis- 
armed, and in sight of the heads of their murdered com-^ 
panions. These scenes of savage mirth were repeated at 
intervak during the journey, which lasted from a little 
after one till seven in the evening, about which time the 
royal family arrived at Paris. 

The town was illuminated. The king was received 
with shouts and other demonstrations of joy, which, he 
was told, proceeded entirely from the overflowing loyalty 
of the inhabitants. As the procession moved to the Hotel 
de Ville, the exclamations of Vive le Roil resounded 
from all sides ; but the unfortunate {monarch was suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the value of such exclamations. 
On entering the hall of the town-house, where a throne 
was prepared for his reception, a very dutiful speech was 
pronounced to him by one of the presidents of the common 
council. The king, no doubt, was also acquainted at this 
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time with the value of sueh dutiful speeches ; and the re- 
liance he put in the (irofeBsions of loyalty whidi he heard 
was probably in exact proportion to the sincerity with 
wfaidi they were pronounced. 

The queen was present at all this; and one remark* 
able proof of her presence ef mind in the midst of soenea 
which might have disturbed even men of courage and 
firmness of character, was taken notice of, namely, that 
when the mayor was repeating to those around him what 
the king had said to him on his entering Paris, he hap* 
pened to forget a sentence which the king had pronoun-* 
oed ; the queen, overhearing this, instantly corrected htm, 
and put him in mind of the omission^ • ^ 



CHAPTER XVI. 



^.j 



Refections on French and British LotfoUy^^Anecdoie regarding 
the Duke of Orleans — Reflections on his Character, and the 
part he took in the Revdution^^On the Conduct and Views (f 
Miraheau»^Expressions of four Person^ in a Tauem at Seve 
'^Dismal State of the Royal Family on their Arrival at the 
TkiiUeries. 

I Hjc French have been thought to possess such an affeo. 
tionate and respectful attachment to their monarchs, as 
rendered them by mncb the most loyal nation in Europe. 
No man was more of that opinion than the author of this 
narrative. The events of the present dreadful revolution 
afford cause of suspicion that this was at no time the case 
in realty so much as it was in appe£f,rance. 

It will be still acknowledged, however, that no people 
ever displayed more attachment to the person, or more 
zeal for the glory, of their monarchs, whether they were 
of worthless characters, like Hepry III, or of benevoleqt 
ones, like Lewis XVI, than the French have always done, 
as long as the monarch has had the address or good for* 
tune to retain his power. While the power of the prince 
flourishes, the loyalty of the subject shines green ad the 

og 
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laurel, smd stands firm as a rock ; butwlien his p6wer i^ 
in decay, their loyalty withers wilh it, aiod. shakes like ihef 
poplar leaf. 

The people of England bave been accused by their 
neighbours of possessiii^ but a rery moderate portion of 
loyalty ; and what little they have is said to be of a very, 
cold and phlegmatic nature. James II, hokever; wa^one 
of the most vhfipopular prthees that ever sat on ibeir 
thtonei he provoked them to the highest degree, by pe)r- 
fidiou» designs against their liberty,' and open attacks on 
their religion; yet when iht sunshine .of his' prosperity 
was* overcast with the blacktot clouds of adversity;' wh^D 
his favourites, his relations^ his very childreni forsook him ^. 
and when, endeavouring to fly from the storing he wa» stop- 
ped at Feversham, and brought back a prisoner to bis capi-^ 
tal ; how was this ungracious king, tliu» overwhelmed with 
calamity, received by the English people ? They were so 
much tnoved with compassion for his unhappy fate, so 
much affected with the sight of distressed royalty, that 
they forgot the king^s misconduct by contemplating hla 
misfortunes ; the excess of his misery operated in his fa- 
vour as if it had been virtue ; and the dying embers of 
loyalty began to revive within their breasts, and to glow 
with more fervour than ever. This alarmed the prince of 
Orange ; for although he could have formed no idea of 
such sensibility from any feelings of his own, yet the syni-- 
pathy of the English nation did not escape his cKscern- 
ment : he began to dread that compassion for their unibr-* 
tunate monarch would cool their gratitude to himself. 
He therefore immediately opened every door and port 
which could have opposed Jameses withdrawing from the 
kingdom, and made use of every art that could induce 
the infatuated monarch to adopt that measure. Such was 
the impression which the misfortunes of James made on* 
the hearts of the inhabitants of the southern part of this 
island. As for those of the north, so far was the attach^ 
ment of his friends there from depending on his prosperi- 
ty, that their steady, though ill-placed, loyalty never waa 
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ihore. firm ; nor were they ever more ready to shed their- 
blood in his cause and that of his posterity^ than after > 
they were were wretched exile| abandoned by all the rest, 
of the world, 

- As there is much reason to believe, that the insurrec- 
tion at Paris was begun by a set of wretches hired for the 
purpose ; and as none of the democratic party had the 
means of so extensive a bribery except the duke of Or- 
leans, it 1^ pretty generally supposed that he was the first 
tidover of the whole; and that he acted in conjifnction 
with Mirabeau. Whatever truth there may be in the 
first supposition, there is great reason to tliink the second, 
k ill-founded. 

Sometime previous to the month of October, a secret 
committee, consisting of the duke of Orleans, Messrs. 
Mirabeau, La Clos,* L'*Abb€ Sieyes, La Touche Treville, 
met at the viHage of Monrouge near Paris, and agreed on 
a scheme for placing the duke of Orleans in such a distin- 
guished situation in the government, that, by the assist* 
ance of his ^rtune and under the influence of his name, 
this junto would have the command of the mob of Paris, 
and a decisive weight in the national aissembly. 

'At the critical period after the taking of the Bastile, 
but before the king had yielded to the urgent and fre- 
quent remonstrances of the national assembly for dismiss* 
dig his new ministers, and ordering the troops to with- 
draw from the neighbourhood of Paris, Mirabeau thought 
that a fortunate moment for the duke to obtain the situa- 
tion which he wished to see him placed in. 

The duke being then at Versailles, Miridtieau stated to 
him the alarm under which the* ministers aiid the whole 
court w«re, on account of the uncertain state of ^events at 
Paris, the signs of defection in the troops, and other cir- 

* M. La Clos was an officer of artillery, of emiuence in hia profession, 
and sUII more distinguished for his wit. He is author of a romance en- 
titled « Let Liaisons Dangereuses,' written with great spirit, but in whieh 
the profligate manners of the French are painted with a glow which of« 
fends modest V. Tliis performance acquired to him the patronage of the 
duke of Orleiins. 
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cumstenccs which rendered it probable that nothing be 
could ask would be refused ; and persuaded him to gp di- 
rectly and demand an audience rf die king, to offer hisi. 
services for the restoration of the public tranquillity, and 
to request at the same time that he himself might be ap« 
pointed lieutenant*gtneral cftht kingdom* 

When Orleans entered the castle of Versailles, there 
was every appearance of alarfn and confusion, £xi^gge-i 
rated accounts had been just received -of scenes of bloods 
shed at Paris : the ladies of the court were crossing the 
apartments in tears-— some recommended themselves to the 
protection of the officers, who were huitying out with or-« 
ders, or returning with fresh rumours of the transactionii 
in the capital. The cabinet oolindl was sittings without 
being able to decide what measures should be adopted* 
The duke of Orleans waited till it broke up. The terror 
which appeared in every countenance, and which spread 
like a oonta^on, at length seiaed his own breast* It 
ought, no doubt, to have had a contrary effect ; the con* 
fusion and dismay Which he observe around hinn ought 
to have rendered him more serene, and confirmed him ia 
his purpose : since they increased the probability that all 
his demands would be granted : but men under the in« 
fluence of fear cannot reason. Ignorant of what the 
oouncil had resolved on, dreading what they might possi* 
bly do if provoked, the duke accosted the king with a 
beating heart, and was quite disconcerted when the wao^ 
narch demanded what his buuness was. Conscious guilt, 
and an instantaneous pang for the injuries he meditated 
against the person he addressed, probably added to his 
confusion* Afraid to utter what he had been instructed 
to say, and under the necessity of saying something, he 
asked permission to make a journey to England, in case 
the present disturbances should increase. 

Nothing could surpass the indignation with whicl% 
Mirabeau heard of the result of an affair on which he 
had founded some ambitious hopes ; and he hardly ever 
pi^ntioned the duke of Orleans but in terms full of poa^ 
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tempt Wbat could tempt the duke of Odeans to l^ka 
any part in a revolution, where be had 9oi muoh to Iciae 
and so little to gain, seems difficult to account fcMr* Hisi 
situation, in point of rank and fortune, was infinitely su* 
perior to that which any talent, quality, or claim he po£h 
sessed, except diat of birth, could ever have raised him to. 
The idea of ranking men according to their intrinsio ya-* 
lue, and removing artificial distinctions, oii^ht to have 
appeared as dreadful to him as it does to thousands all 
over Europe, who sicken and tremble at the thought, 
from consciousness that it would prechide every mark of 
respect that is now shewn them. A fit of childish ill- 
humour at the court rendered him the tool of a few men 
devoid of principle but endowed with talents, whom^ he 
expected to govern, and who he imagined would continue 
as obsequious and subordinate to him through all th^e 
mazes and confusions of a revolution as they were in 
times of tranquillity. He did not consider, that although 
the former are often the harvests of wicked men, yet it is 
only of wicked men of intrepidity and talents. He did 
not consider, diat it is only in times of order that mett of 
mediocrity retain pre-eminence, and that genius bends 
before it. The delusions of self*love must have strangely 
obscured the penetration of the duke of Orleans to hinde? 
him from seeing this. No man in France was more in* 
terested than he was to pevent the progress of the revo- 
lution* The very name of Egalite oiQght to have sound* 
ed ominous and harsh to his ears as the croaking of ten 
thousand ravens; and so it would have done, bad it not 
been for the delusive self-love already mentioned, and 
that thoughtless levity, which belonged to his character, 
and seems to have run through his race. 

Among those from whom he was descended, and who 
bore the same name, there was not one of an elevated or 
even of a steady character : weakness and frivolity seem 
(to have pervaded the whole family, with the exception of 
oue ; and he, by the profligacy of his manners, dishonour* 
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ed h ^eat i^are of gdod-natute, and another quality^ 
which is not always united with *good-nature, namely, a 
very brilliant wit. M. Egalite has been thought to have 
inherited all the qualities of his ancestors, without except- 
ing.a certain portion of the last. 

Was k- a love of popularity that allured this unhappy 
man into the vortex of the revolution ? No man living, 
perhaps, ever despised public opinion more than the duke 
of Orleans: and he paid the usual tax imposed on that 
kind of contempt ; for no man of his rank and riches was 
ever more despised by the public. 

A little before the revolution, it is true, he began to si* 
itr his conduct, and give* some indications of an inclination 
to acquire popularity. During a dearth he ordered dis- 
tributions of bread to be made among the people, and re- 
lieved the inhabitants of the towns and the peasantry of 
his lands from certain oppressive rights to which he had 
ft claim. This very conduct might have rendered him 
suspected ; for we do not find those sudden changes in 
the diaracters of men in real life, that are often to be met 
with among the personae dramatis. A vicious man does 
not become virtuous in an instant. When one of such a 
character, therefore, is suddenly seized with a fit of osten- 
tatious benevolence, it may justly create a suspicion that 
it is for some ill purpose. 

The applause, however, which the duke of Orleans re«; 
ceived on this occasion, seemed to confirm his new taste 
for popularity, and encouraged him to make the famous 
protest for which he was for a short' time exiled from 
botfrt, and obliged to liVe on one of his estates. The re- 
sentment against the king on this account, and against 
the queen on account of her dislike' of him, which she 
took no pains to conceal, was carefully kept up by men 
who had an interest in his continuing in opposition to 
the court ; and those men, assisted by his own levity of 
character and his affectation of English manners, inspired 
him with a taste for politics (ox: which he had no natuiieil 
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turn, and gradually led him from one step to another 5o» 
to measures as contrary to his own interest as to that of 
the court. 

The procession that was made through the streets of 
Paris in the preceding July of his bust, had probably 
contributed to render his head more giddy than usual, 
and more ready to follow the counsel of those who urged 
him to promote by his emissaries and money, the insur*. 
rection which carried the Parisian army to Versailles^ fot 
the purpose of either forcing the king to fly out of th^s 
kingdom, or of obliging him, and of course the national 
assembly, to reside at Paris ; by which the duke expect* 
ed that his own influencis would be augmented, and the 
|x)wer of the crown reduced, so as to secure himself from 
the fa^te he had reason to expect, if it should ever recover 
its ancient vigour. 

But tliat he had formed any plan for the assasaSnatioii 
of the king is not to be credited.— -1st, Because the re-» 
searches made by the court of chatelet, which shet^d 
sufBcient zeal for finding matter of condemnation against 
him, made no such discovery. Sd, Because, to have 
placed the duke of Orleans on the throne, the death not 
only of the king and dauphin, and monsieur the king^s 
eldest brother, was necessary, but also the proscription of 
the comte d^Artois, and his sons \ which supposes a de» 
gree of atrocity beyond the wickedness of the duke of Or- 
leans, wicked as he was; for although that species of 
profligacy which belonged to the duke of Orleans^ charatv 
ter, makes a man liable to have every kind of wickedness 
readily believed of him, yet it may be unconnected with 
any cruelty of disposition. His voting for the king^ 
death is given as a proof of his cruelty ; but there is reason 
to think that he was terrified into it, and that it is only a 
proof of his want of courage* Sdly, Because those wretch. 
es who burst into the queen^s bedchamber directed their 
their threats and their attempts against her, and not the 
king; which, on the supposition that the insurrectiqq 
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had been raised with a view of placing the duke of Or*' 
leans on the throne, they would have done. 

Beside, although the duke himself was a man likely to 
be seduced into schemes for whidi he had nether taste 
nor talents, yet he was devcid of that daring ambition 
which excites to hazardous crimes, regnandi gratii ; for 
all his ideas were grovelling, and alt his pleasures sens» 
ual. 

On the whole, it is most probable that he was prompted 
to lavish his money in reusing this insurrection by a few 
men at this time in his confidence, with a view to discon* 
cert the measures of the court; while their grand object 
was to have their patron placed in some situation of great 
influence in the government, not for his own sake, but 
that through him they might obtain lucrative offices. 

With respect to Mirabeau, it is evident that he did not 
iMst in concert with the duke of Orleans ; and it does not 
appear that he had any hand in exciting the insurrection: 
but he certainly endeavoured to turn it to his own purr 
poses when excited, by promoting the removal of the king 
and national assembly to Paris, where he expected^ firom 
the efforts of his own genius, to acquire a degree of im« 
portance superior to what he could expect from the pa* 
tronage of the duke of Orleans, by rendering his infiiii' 
ence in the national assembly, and of course his weight 
with the court, greater than it was while they remained 
at Versailles. He preferred a monarchy to a republic—* 
but such a monarchy as should leave the king in a great 
measure dependent on men of talents and popularity, be^ 
ing convinced that he himself possessed more of both than 
any member of the assembly. He acted, however, some* 
times in concert with men who were inclined to a repub* 
lie, and whose schemes he would probably have rendered 
abortive if he had lived. 

But, although neither the duke of Orleans nor those 
who had the management of him had made the assassin^r 
atipn of the king or cjueen an article in this insurreptioi} 
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«ad amspiracy, they could not be ignorant ^t their 
murder might have been l^e consequence. The calum? 
niea aad misrepresentations which had been ^^irculated to 
excite the multitude to go to Versailles^ were of a nature 
to have carried some of the most fanatical or most furious 
of the mob beyond the letter of their instructions ; and 
there can be little doubt but that those who murder- 
ed the gardes-du-corps at the door of the queens apart* 
ment, and forced into her bedchamber, intended her de^ 
struction ; and if the king had been found with her, tl^y 
would both in all probability have met with the same f^te« 
Therefore idl the guilt which belongs to men who must 
have foreseen the possibility of such a horrid catastrophe^ 
IUmI took no means to prevent it, falls upon the first 
movers of this insurrection ; and that the murder both of 
the kbg and queen was sometimes in the thoughts of 
somje of the wretches employed in this expedition, appears 
from the testimony of those who declared, that on the 
marph to Versailles four persons, in the dress of women, 
having stopped to drink at a tavern at Seve, one said to 
the others,-—* Ma foi, je ne peux me resoudre a le tuer, 
lui; celan'^est pas juste; mais pour elle, voloniiers:^ to 
which another was overheard to answer,— >< Sauve qui pent, 
il faudra voir quand nous y s^rons.** * 

The project of bringing the king to Paris had been 
taken up and executed in too sudden and rapid a manner 
to allow time for the liouvre, which had been long out of 
repair, to be decently fitted up for the reception of the 
royal family : but the contrast between the meanest lodg«T 
ings in Paris and the magnificent apartments of Versailles, 
is not so great as that between the state of mind with 
which this unhappy family entered their new residenca 
and what they had formerly been accustomed to enjoy« 
The queen in particular must have felt this reverse, and 

* On my conscience I cannot bring myself to thinlc of killing kin ; it 
would not be ju9t ; but as for Aer I have no scruple* 

]>t them save themselves who can ; we*il see bow thin^ turn ou( wlie^ 
ve get there* 
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all the borrors of the dreadful journey, with uncommdii 
severity ; for her temper and turn of mind had rendered 
her enjoyment of the present, undisturbed by reflectioD 
on the past or fear of the^ter^-*- 

Latus in prasens animus, quod ultra est 

Oderit curare i et amara lento 
Temperet risu. 

Sufferings to her were new ! Her morning and also her 
meridian way through life had been hitherto strewed with 
the softest and most fragrant rose-leaves, among which 
hardly one little thorn had ever accidentally fallen. 

From the king'^s first entrance within the precincts of 
the Louvre, his friends had forebodings of what has hap^ 
pened since. The walls of the Louvre have been like 
the towers of Julius, 

With many a foul and midnight murder fed. 
No wonder, therefore, that to the alarmed imaginaticm of 
many friends, of the royal family of France, treason, asn 
sassination, and other dreadful spectres seemed, in proh 
phetic vision, to haunt that fatal building. 



Yefttibulum ante ipntim — — — — — — 

jLuctus et oltrices posuere QubMia Curs ^ 



Terribiles visu forms : Lethumque, Laborque : 
Turn consanguineus Lethi Sopor, et mala mentis 
Gaudia^ mortiferumque adverao in limine BeUum. 

Although the king had agreed to go with his family to 
Paris, in consequence of the request of the multitude at 
a time when it would hav& been dangerous to have refus- 
ed, he did not imagine that bis ccmstant residence there 
was'expected, or would have been exacted. On his first 
arrival, however, at the Hotel de Ville, he was requested 
to permit that assurances might be given to the people 
that he intended to fix his abode in the capital. To this 
he answered, that he had not come to a final resolution on 
that head. The unfortunate monarch soon found, that 
those who 4iad brought him had come to a final re- 
solution ; and he found it necessary to write a letter to 
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tKe national assembly, which began in the following 
tehns.— « 

* MESSIEURS, 

* Les temoignages d^affection et de fidelite que j*ai re-, 
cus des babitans de ma bonne ville de Paris, et les in. 
stances de la commune, me determinent a y fixer mon se« 
jour le plus habitud,' &c.* 

Nothing can be a stronger proof of the wretched state 
4»f controul under which th^ king was, than this letter $ 
and it is impossible to think, without indignation, of the 
triumphant derision with which those expressions of par^ 
tiatity for his bonne viUe de Parts were read by his ene- 
mies. 

As it had been already decreed, that the national as. 
aembly and the kin^ were inseparaUe during the preseitt 
session, it followed of course that, if he remained at JParis^ 
the assembly must remove there also ; but some members^ 
foreseeing the consequences, objected to this removal, and 
gave for their reasons that the deputies would be under 
die controul of the populace, and iii danger of being in« 
suited by diem. This argument could have little effect 
however ; because it was on that very account that those 
who had most influence with the assemUy wished it to be 
fixed in the capital. 

* The prooft of alTectioD and fidelity tbst I have received from the in« 
habitants of my good city of Paris, and the entreaties of the munieipality, 
have determined me to fix my most usual residence there. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

S(me principal Members of the National Asiemhly retire^^The 
Royal Family lodge in ike Palace of the Tuilleries — The Duke 
qf Orleans goes to England'^Scarcity — A Baker murdered'"^ 
Decrees for the Suppression of Insurrections — Robespierre op* 
poses them-^Planfor General Ekction every ttvQ Years^^Re^ 
Jtections. 

jVJL* MiLLouETt perceiving that the awemhly woald i^ 
hut agree to the king'*& being removed to F«ri8» proposed, 
that the decree which rendered the persons of the d^^puties 
inviolable should be'renewed and enforoed. M^ Maloaet^s 
meaning was to shew to the whole nation^ that he oonaU 
dered the national representatives would be in more dan- 
ger and less independent in the capital thw where they 
had hitherto assembled ; and be imagined thai, by a re^ 
newal of the. decree, and turping the eyes of the nation 
on the dangs^r he dreaded, he would render it less' than il 
would otherwise be* 

Mirabeau opposed this as unnecessary, beoause there 
jsras a decree to that purpose ahneady; and he added an 
assertion which the subsequent events of th^ re volutioa 
have not confirmed, namely, that < their chwaeters were 
80 sacred, that the most unworthy among them, if. any of ^ 
them could be conceived to be unworthy, would be so 
protected, that no aasiulant would ever be able to reach 
them, without passing over the dead bodies of many vir- 
tuous men, ready to shed their blood in their defence/ 

While the assembly were debating on this subject, a 
deputation from the commune of Paris entered ; and Bris- 
sot, who at that time belonged to it, pronounced a dis. 
course expressive of the joy of the capital in the expecta- 
tion of receiving the national assembly within her bosom ; 
and assuring them of personal protection and the enjoy- 
ment of the utmost freedom of debate ; for that the com- 
mune of Paris were filled with sentiments of respect for 
the national assembly, and desirous of opportunities of 
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shewing thetr obedience to it. Those assurances of tlie 
commune were afterwards made good in the same man« 
ner as the assertion of Mtrabeau. 

There is little doubt but that Brissot acted in concert 
with Mirabeau on this occasion : for although the former, 
was a republican, and the latter wished to preserve tlie 
monarchical form of government, in which he expected to 
have great weight, they both imagined that their different 
views would be promoted by the removal of the national 
assembly as well as the king from Versailles to Paris.' 

The violence which had been used to the royal family, 
and the design of removing the assembly to that very place 
in which the violence originated, disgusted M.Lally-To. 
lendat and M. Mounier so much, that, despairing of be- 
ing of any service to their country as deputies, they with- 
drew from the assembly and retired to the provinces. 
Many other deputies of less distinction followed their ex* 
ample. But M. Mounier did not announce his intention 
of retiring until he had made a motion for decreeing an 
order for an inquiry into the massacres committed on the 
6th of October, and for prosecuting the authors. . It will 
easily be believed, that many were displeased at any such 
investigation. It does honour to M. Mounier^s character 
as a friend of justice and a man of firmness, and to the 
characters of those who supported his motion, that they 
persevered in spite of all oppo«tion until it was carried ; 
whidi was the foundation of the subsequent proceedings 
of the chatelet on the subject. 

M. Maiouet, however, and others who equally disiq^ 
proved of the violent measure of removing the king from 
Versailles, thought it their duty to remain, in the hopes 
of obtaining for their country a constitution as like to that 
of Great Britain as circumstances would admit, and equal- 
ly free from the hopeless anc) gloomy tranquillity of des. 
potism, and the execrable excesses of vulgar licentious 
ness. 

While a hall was preparing for the reception of the de« 
puties at Paris, they had a few more sittings at Versailles^ 
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in lirhlch it waa decreed that the right of profkM^ig lavftf^ 
as well as that of imposing taxes, belonged to the assem-' 
bly alone ; and the king^s ministers were declared respons* 
ibie for whatever Was transacted in their different depart- 
ments. 

These regulations seem of real>iiki{tortancein a free con-> 
stitution ; but they likewise decreed that the king's title 
of king of France diould be changed into that of king of 
tike French; because it is more correct to call the supreme 
magistrate the governor of ti|en than iyf the country where 
they live. So muck, precision on such a subject, however, 
was more worthy ofigrammavians- than of legislators. But 
should monarchy ever* be established- again in France, it 
would not he surpriang. tbiit <the moti^reh, in contempla' 
lion of the moQstro|i»'deeds which bare been lately perpe- 
trated by Frenchmen, .should ri^tb^r choose to be called 
king of the country than of thejnhabitantd; end there 
can be Jittle doubt buA that, the great persoilage who stiU 
possesses the title.of king of. France would infinitely rather, 
renounce it for ever/ than Jive- a single day among such 
subjects. . • . 

For a week at least after, the royal fcuaily were lodged 
in the Tuilleries^ they were under the mortifying necessi* 
ty of shewing themselves at the windows every day, and 
some days oftener than onoe^ merely to satisfy the clamor- 
Qfus curiosity of the multitude. iEteit if this bad proceed- 
ed from affection, the frequent {repetition of such demands. 
would have rendered them oppressive; but they were 
doubly so, as it was evident they came from those who ex- 
pressed no attachment to the royal family, and wished on- 
ly to enjoy the triumph of having obliged them to come 
to Paris. 

M. La Fayette had for some time perceived that the 
national guards were not so ready and cheerful in their 
obedience to bis orders as formerly. On some occasions ' 
they had even manifested a tendency to mutiny ; which 
was the more alarming at this time, as the rabble alsa 
were uncommonly tumultuous. The duke of Orleans was 
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«i!roDgly iimpMiil «f Mil% tli6 Aixttor dT tfieiMf e^c^es of 
the tabbkH add Ihii matittdUft ^Bipdisitibn bf ^t national 
guflirda* He wai wot itt<M^ odiiMis to the eourt than to M. 
X41 Fayette^ nd would have teeti atfested, had it tidt 
been judged imprudent to venture oh ao d^i^ive a tiieiU 
tnire in the pnesent circuttmtlificeftw Another plan less like- 
if to oraate popular cottnwitaoni Ikit Which it was tfiougfat 
would hkve all the good effect of arteiftitig: faint, wad a« 
aloptedj 

M. La Fayette waited on the duke of Oriean^^ und d« 
lirupdy kifdrmed him^ that * it alTorded matter of surprise 
;tbait he had not gone «4 Enghtid, as he had Mnetime 
baibre tokl dte king was hh int^litioii ) thkt the pubilc 
tranquillity did not admit hH r^mtiimng longer in Prance) 
4h8t a pateport was fuephtei fat him i and tfaitt the, pre^ 
text fer fats journey mighty if he plelited, be ^ pirivate 
commission &oin his majiflfty.* Akbeugh the duke 8eeni« 
-ed to have dropped all idioughts of this expedition, yet 
im thid Uat firom M. Iia Fiy^^lte be immediately agi^eed 
to f^et oot. Them was probably something tery power- 
ful iai M. La Payette's mumev^, which convinced the 
duke so suddetily of ibe etpedieiiey of this jodmey ; for 
in the. siqfr49sio9U he nued there iqppears nothing very 
|ier8uasive« 

When M. de Montmorin announced to the national fii* 
mnihbff that the kidg bad ^i^en to the dnke of Orleans a 
^mmimoil to go to £ngland, and that he only watted for 
^ peesport from the assembly, it ocdasidned iftpch imrpris<^« 
MirabeaU spoke of it as li new epecies of lettre de cachet 
ra^er than a commission, and hinted at the imperious 
eonduet of La Fayette, and the subntisiuon of the duke, 
in teniis which did no honour to the latler* The assem-* 
bly seem not to have been deceived by the pretext assign* 
^d by the minister | yet the pasqmrt was granted, and the 
.duke departed. 

The national aseembly were received by the inhabitants 
of Paris with demonstrations of joy. On the day of their 
.first sitting, they were waited on by M« Baiily the maycr 

VOL. IV. p 
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and M. La Fayette^ ai the head of a dtpdtatimi fitnn the 
municipality, with the coBgratiilations of the capital ; im 
return for which these two gentlemea were honoured by a 
vote of thanks firom the assemfily for the services they had 
rendered the country. 

Such symptoms a£ harmony and good*humoar were not 
of long continuance. The predictions of those members 
who had always fores^een the worst effects from their deli- 
berating in the midst of an unrestraining multitude soon 
began to be verified. There wa^ a certain degree of real 
scarcity of provisions ; but, this was supposed to be aug- 
mented by ai^tificial means, for the most wicked purposes. 
It was rumoured at one. time, that there was a scheme £or 
starving the people — an accusation absurd, it is true, bat 
peculiarly calculated to inflame the rage of a multitude al- 
ready suffering under the sensation of liunger, and to 
whom a full meal was at all times precarious. 

It was spread abroad also, that there was a plot to poi- 
son them with unwholescnne proyisiqns; in proof of which 
incredible assertion, spme men brought a number of sacks 
of flour which they declared, to be iqpoiled, and emptied 
them into the Seine as ne^ as possible to the windows of 
the TuUleries. This was done with a view of insinuating 
to the multitude that the court was connected with the 
conspiracy. 

Every degree of wickedness was to be. expected from 
.men who could invent such a species of calumny, and 
every degree of absurdity from those who were weak 
enough to believe it. At this time the duke of Orleans 
was in England; and those who had excited the populace 
to go to Versailles for the purpose of obliging the royal 
.family and the national assembly to come to Paris, bad 
obtained their end. It does not appear that the leaders 
of any political faction could have any interest in spread- 
ing these stories, or creating the disorders which imme^ 
; diately followed $ which seem to have entirely proceeded 
from the absurd prejudices of the vulgar, and the inacti- 
vity, or rather the inability, of law. Had the duke of 
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Odcttois been at VtOiB, howevcar,^ it would prcibaU; l^ay© 
beeh sHidt that te ;W|ia;the nuthoc of tbem, with a view to 
hlKve the whole faajiily maavaored. . ^ 

: ; lit will n6t seem surprising, that .. in 'such times indivi^ 
,dttals often pointed .out the ol^ts.of their own private 
hatred and revenge' as tbe^ enemies^of .the public, thereby 
lo: expose .them to the fury of the rabble ;.; .atx affecting inr 
stasioe:of which occurredin the ciise 6f 4 baken A womani 
instigated by personal malice, accused this man of being ^ 
tx&ondpolist^ and proihpted the' mob to break intp^ his hpuse 
and search Hbr bivad. A few loaves were founds which 
wene designed fmrbis own family, and a greater' jdumber of 
littleiroUs bespoke by some members of the national as- 
sembly, hear whilck his bakehouse was. This appeared to 
&e rabble a.fuU proof ^f the wdman's accusatiQU. He was 
dragged before the eobimittee sitting at the Hotel de Ville i 
who: were soon cohvuitol of bis innocence, from, the aur 
swer he ntade to'hk dedixser9,'and ftom'the excrilentcba? 
racter given of 'htm by'thote of htS n^ghbours who fol* 
lowed liim to the committee ; 'but, fearing to declare their 
real sentiments, they deputed three of their own members 
to inform the muMtiide, that the baker was to be carried 
before the chatelet, to 'be .tried according to law. So ;far 
from being satisfied with this, the mfofale seised those d»» 
puties, and threatened to hang them instead of the bakelr^ 
tf he 'Wa6 not immediat^y delivered, up to them* The 
committee, as a last means of saving the baker, proposed to 
jnterrbgatie the' witiiesses immediately, in the great hall^ 
and in the hearing of the populace; but "when the. uofhapr 
py man was conducting to the haU, he was torn from th« 
guards, murdered in the square of the Greve, aiid his 
liead fixed on a pike was met- by «h&. young wife, three 
months gone with child, as she rushe^ ^through the crowd 
to lend her feeUe aid to faer husband;. ^ 
> A murder attended with so manyiaggravating circum* 
stances, perpetrated in the presence x)f some of their own 
members^ and iEiUnost at their awn daoty convinced the ma« 
jority of the assembly that their persobaL safety was inte» 
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)pahtis y/Mt Hb |mM, ittii (br wfatah ikre ttkMllblj^ liad M^ 
therto shewn so much inAtttgMtf^* 1f%« iditiMiem Df lii4r 
Isytigh gfClilHls/VAd'Ibr^ilklng <»to tht ^UMII'^;a|MirtilenC 
#fth th6 tO0$lllSbA df «M^Df hir ill th^ fa«« fiiMMeiv 
ibtA^jJi^ fWMWibf^&H^ be wMlaoIoed ; but to^tmlttV 
ft hiket^ 4/hA thd vefy i)idc«r whfr f Ufmtshvd thm wkft 
ibHti, tllcfjr s^^tti !»^ ii A^d ikodght a laore seitooi aftur^ md 
to A^t ^ater afteHitoii* 

It "vraft tb«i<^(m pfOposid, that ^ the ^^gMtrittttiiftooUi 
t>e ^iKliw4tted, on the oiqieflrHlhdb of a rioi; <lo ddi ^eiw^ 
iAs!Mi6i$ 6f Ae iiiiKliry,.Wd {kiMiai«i flraMial law( lAar 
>rhitk"dUft to teA Bag KhoiiUl be divptayed from: tbe tiHim«' 
hbufire^ ai ;* tigiul that all aMenibKwaf t&a p(i)Mihif«> an»r 
cfl alftd tiiflMilld, KhooM lie (SdftteMei^ as oitiaiidai) vtrn^ 
ia tMeVbe^reTttMdto^dbpeMd mi being ovdk^dt bj^the 
i6llgtsthi«^ thiiC H ^shttuM be *cil«larffd tolie faiedti^ to 
cdl^ptheat ^ be fired upon; and that theee wbevsci^wi 
ihiHiM be afterwatdi Habfe to legal proeeeution.* 

tlattn inere uimibera of th% asseoibty who itteiighl 
each a^d^eree hy taiieh too settee* ]tobe$piarre •npirtb'. 
i^htk Mid te have laid tte foim^icm^^tonedf ht* toiran.' 
tng fyOpuhnriity on thii oeeaeieo* He .tebmd thnii/ h^ 
eMr nany danger^ wfaieb meneced libeity hi 4ie fiaaMn|^ 
of tbns dbcl^^ wbicb' might fa^ ao easdy tilnied iigmnst 
tbe mo0t adtive jMtiiotB^ and ndlbh cifideatljr traded le^ 
faiee the hopes of aristooiateSy and to damp that gknr of 
ftieedon whiah it yfOi neeessai^ fo chetirii, ia the bremt^ 
<if die people The diqposttion of the IWitfiaHs wai ni 
general excellent i" he Codfetted* thai ^ he had a cmdtal 
affirotion fer them, and conld titi, «ee them threatened 
with any danger without shuddering^ The good people 
of Paris,^ he said, (and what be said quickly flew fron 
the galleries all over the town), * wetw Tdry sekbtn in the 
wrong, always meant well^ and could not be jastly paqfisb- 
ed for the errors they niii^t fell into^ or Ibemistabes they 
might commit, wbcsi they were ptnebed with haagsai 
Ilow venial were their enrott when eon^Nsred with tbe 
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IpiiU of ^m who QbfttiriM^t^ pf9;riB}Qn$; 9^4 created m 
iMTti^q^ Upim I' Hq e^gi^t^ qp tbe wisdom of leo^- 
Wt mewircA tov^s. the p^p^ wi of the dre»dl<\il cop* 
.f^^Wdif tbnit mif^t foUaw frpi^ eoaplojfiQg i^ ja[iUitar)r 
^P9?c^.Inr v^wH >WMiV HHi^9c?9( w4 well-jpieaain^ If?l^ 
migbi ^ 4^4<^jr^(L H^ ^oUecl da the firat pf vi^ti^es 
.rflQ|9|i|iwqD tp^^if B1>QP w4 ^ wprthy,; for Boteapi^rre 
always used those two words, as well as their opposite^ 
Jba mh and the worthlees, a« «J^Qnyln9tu^ H^ express- 
tA *^H>wv 44|[f4iist UwicUhed MCQTth^r ^^ « Bramlp ^i aii4 
idlf^w s^cb w ^ep.^iqg piatur^ pf Ihq slaughter of mei^ 
JKOHM^ fn4 childr^ni ^y a €re fn^no thqi s^ld.ier^i^ as 
birWf ht t^w froo^ tl»^ eyeii of $(m^ pernios in the gal- 
ley i white ^^ala^fjqtipgj^ev^er virtu«i ^d more prg- 

fmn4 politicul saww^Js ^wk ^Mr heads*, and declared 
^ tl^i^ a}tlHWU[b |(pfa|^(|pier):f$ ipghx be a well-meaning 
patriptj^ he waj^ hs W^^ ^9 lepderJiiW^r^^. for a states 

j^hef{4erra> elcjgMetti?^, Ifpwfi^vfv, cDpaura^^ ?^we of 
the distriota tq prot^^f agaiwt.tha. i?aartial law/bu^ did n^t 
imvfA^ ija bfiflg d^fed }njhe fl^fiwWy, apprgved of 
\^ th^ munic^udi^^ apd supported bty th^ iiatiorv^l 
||m^; which prajlliD^ t^e l^J^ ^f«?Pt of ci§i^^.hlishi,ug 
9l?d^r and q^i?^ for sq«Q« time^ 

. The acl;ual mufdere;^ of tha baker was tried and ?xe- 
cutedt with amth^r fellow who had i^ttempt^d to ^xcit^ 
thfi peppi? to iiwMriectiQP. The Hiing apd qwwp testified 
their i^ympathy with the affligtipii of the baker's w^dow^ 
ID a cp^fiiplatary iipi^^^g? delivered to h^r by the duke de , 
Lia^cQuri with a pre$i^nt of siz thousand livres. 

7ha new decree having produced, a^ ij^^erval of order 
imd tranquillity, the national assembly appli^ its?If with 
indefatigable diligenpe to public business. The political 
wisteni^p of th^ pobksse and clergy was extinguished by 
a laconic, d^ree, expressing that^Aer^ wa^ mfon^r ai^ 
distinction ^orders in France. 

The flection of the d^putie$ I9 the national assembler 
W9^ segulated a^^fprdiog taa plan proposed bjf tb^ abbe 
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^80 'viEt^ OF tHft ' 

^Sieyesl In the first ihstmce diere wfts tb1)e ah election 
of deputies in what were called the primary aaseimbUea; 
and, by a second election j those deputies were to didose 
thei members who wer^ to represent ^e' people in the'na. 
tibnal assembly. A yery slender quafiSeation with respedt 
to property entitled a man to vote in the first instance; 
and very little more sufficed to give him a right to vote in 
the second. 

. Tke ancient division of the kingdom' into protinceff, 
all of /which had their own particular parliaments and ju- 
risdiction, and were all subdivided into governments^ dio. 
ceses, and bailiwicks, according to the military, ecelen- 
astical, and judicial orders, was entirdy abolished. Those 
divisions and sub^iidsions, with the particular privileges 
that had been' annexed to some of them, had produced 
many prejudices, animosities, and jealouries, and were 
thought inconsistent with that equal and harmonious go* 
.vemment which was intended to be formed in France. 
All privileges of every kind having been abolished, it was 
thought pnident to effiice every trace of their having 
ever existed.* According to the new plan, France was 
divided into eighty-three portions called departments. 
The whole number of deputies to the natiohcJ assembly 
was to be seven hundred and forty-five; To have decreed 
that the number of deputies should depend on the ex- 
tent of territory in each department would have been ab- 
surd ; because a department may be as extensive as ano- 
ther, and have fewer inhabitants. To have made the 
number depend solely on the population would have ren« 
dered the government entirely democratic. And to have 
regulated the number of deputies that each department 
should have the privilege of choosing, by the quantity of 
money raised by taxation, would have been opening a 
door to the aristocracy of mere riches, more sordid and 
odious than that of birth or title. Instead of founding 
on any one of those principles, it was thought that the 
deficiencies in one would be compensated by the merit of 
the others, and that the result of combbing the three 
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^*vrould be the most perfect tnodie of election for ft legisla- 
<tive assembly, in the satDe manner as the judicious mix- 
■4wre of monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy, ifi the 
'British constitution, is thought to exhibit the inost perfect 
model of a free, mild, and happy government. 

The extent, population, and contribution of the depart- 
ment were to be attended to, therefore, ih determining 
thfe number of representatives each was to send to the 
national assembly. As the extent of all the eighty-three 
departments was nearly eqtiid, each 'was appointed to send 
three deputies, on that principle, (he department of Pa- 
ris being excepted $ which; on account of its extent be- 
ing so mudh smallet than^^ny of the others, was allowed 
to send only one. ' So that two hundred and forty seven 
were elected on the principle of extent of territory, two 
hundred and forty-nine on that of population, and the 
same number on that of contribution ; amounting in all 
to the nutnber decreed, namely, seven hundred and forty- 
five: but the number of deputies sent from each depart- 
ment in virtue of its population and contribution, was 
proportionate- to the number of the inhabit^ts, and to 
the taxes they paid. ' Had all the depai'tments been equal 
as to those two articles, each would have sent nine depu- 
ties, except that of Paris, which for the reason mention- 
ed above would have sent seven only : but as there were 
great inequalities in tlios^-two articles, the number of 
-deputies sent from the different departments was also un- 
cquaWsome sending only five, particularly the depart- 
ments des Hawtes-Alpefe", de la Lozere, and des Pyrenees- 
Orientales; others only six ; some seven ; and so on every 
number to fifteen, the number sent by the department de 
Rbone*et*Loire andde la Seine-Inferieure ; none of th6 
r^st sending < so many, except the department of Paris, 
vrhich, notwithstanding the deduction of two made 'from 
it on account of its small extent, sent on the whole tWen* 
ty-four members, because of 'its vast population and cori- 
tributkm« 

It wasddcreed that thk assembly sliould subsist two 
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yeftrs ; and n new pn^ vas ^ he always f^M^d in tlia 
8ame manner at the wA of the same |^crriq4 la Ibb 
plant one of tbe wiae^t fMrtipIes pavhapa i# that which e«f 
l^ludes the primary asaemiblfas Cvifin Hm Hgbt of dirmtfy 
choosing the rftpreftentati^mf ^f the mtiQ9> and oonfinoB 
%hm pritUfge tp dbat of snw)ing ih^ eWctow ^ the re- 
pre9(9ntotit^af for aUhoifgh the lowfv glasses in society 
ure no| aupposed to h^ ade;q(i^te judges oS the qualities 
requisite fpr a i^n^her qf th# national aw«mbly» or to 
have opportunities of being ^imia.%9d with those who 
possess Uiem, yet they are fuUy comp^ent to know what 
inen in their own districts a^e reput^ men of integrity 
fmd good fense, and will Qf cQune be indifted to ohooae 
those as t^e properest for j^^eoting the national represent- 
f^tives. 

In the c|nnion of many, the French would ham done 
wett tq have fixed on the Qritii^i Qpn^tUution as the entire 
model of th^rs. In the opnion of soraoi tbe British nation 
;would do well to reform th^ repres^ntatiPn in the house 
jot commqna aopprdiog to th^ Freneb piystem of election* 
,Tho8e who are of the first opinion quote the haji^y and 
poqperous staW of Great Britain ; those who are of the 
second do not mention the precept ftta^ of France as a 
iporroboration of theirs* 

' Previous to the secession of M, Lally-Tolendal and M, 
I^ouni^r, there was spme dispodUiw in the assembly to 
hikve modelled tbp French coagtitution as nearly according 
to the British as possible. Perhaps pride or prgudiee may 
ibaye had $onii^ weight in pre^^nting this idea fixun heinjg 
i^dopted; if tkh it is to he regretted. But that national 
pride, or something of a prejudice in favour of their own 
o{uniotiS3| should have io^uenced tjbe minds of Frenelw 
men, ought not gh^atly tp surprise, thoao worthy BngUA. 
men, who are persuaded not of^ly that their own form of 
^overnmei^t is tbe bapipiest 9^<^i pf bpman genius, but 
lUso that it would, without tlie least variation, suit the in» 
habitants of every nation on earth, however different from 
tl^m^el v^» in manners,, situ^t^p, ^ud ch^raet^r* 
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Tbit Gx^ Bril^p hm mrem^ in power iii z gteil^ 
«r prsQ{)9rtiQD th4.a my other nnti^ii in Eurai|ie. 9)ace Ihe 
fevoiotjap 1688; thai; it^ inhabi$«ii|9 haVe i^cquired mart 
fr^altb; ihf^i t|his weakb is metre ciquftUy diffused, aad 
itM thf ir ipeirsoos m^^ prqp^rty iw b^tl^^r protected and 
fiecMr^ Uim thgseiqf tba intutbij^o^ of my other couih 
try» is Vj^ym t^ 14} t)ie moM ; tfiait dU those advantages 
vere derived fi^om tha( b^ed panaoii of liberty which 
belongs. tp the Briti^ ppnstctatioiH and of whkh most 
other goTe^iBMnts s^e devoid^. |uis long beeH the opinion 
of many eoUgbtened ip^n in Fraace^ which they have 
be^n At gireiit pains to rsoder mtnifesl, and to drculatw 
<!^opg their couiitrymea^ Thut ^KHiiaratiag spirit of ao» 
tivity, enterprises mtfi iifdouv^ which « love of freedom 
l^nveys ^ the heart of nian, was felt by the whole French 
patimi at the tiiiie of celliagthe sletes^general; but na^ 
py of tbp^ elected as legislalapr^ thioUag they never 
^pld hStV^ top iBuqk of it, re^iy interniifii^Ied such a 
quantity into Ib^'oo^titiitipil) that, instead of an invi«. 
gorating cardial, it had^^ most fiery ^ intoxicating, and 
destructive eff^qts. 

This ohservfitianv hoiwevei^ is not so applicable to the 
first constituent assembly as to the aia^nblies which suo* 
needed. In the first there were undoubtedly a greater 
number of men of distinguished talents and eminence, in 
every sense of the word, than in, any of the others; and 
although on some oppasiops^ from a dread of -the agents 
of despotispi and a suspicion of the court, they behaved 
with harshness to the king, yet it seepis evident that tho 
views and wishes of the majority were to give an equita^ 
fale government to their country, by which both the pripce 
and people would have been gainers. That they were 
friends to monarchy, as well as to freedom, they gave the 
strongest; prdof, in reinstating the king, and presenting 
him with the constitution after his flight to Varennes, not* 
withslandiog the cry which was raised for the Deekianoe^ 
and the attempts made by the republican party for oyer> 
settii^ the mowrcby and estahlishini^ a republic at thM 
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dtne. But the' second, or, as it is called, tlie legislative 
assembly, acted in a vety different manner from their pre- 
decessonu Although one of the greatest errors in the 
form of election of the deputies was, that the qualificatioii 
of the electors in point of property was too small, which 
rendered the elections tumultuous, and accompanied with 
more of a republican spirit than, in the opinion of some, 
is consistent with a monarchical form of government how- 
ever limited ; yet the legislative assembly could not trust 
that fiorm of election, because they feared it was not suf- 
ficiently republiean ; and therefore, after the 10th of Au- 
gust 179S, they decreed that in the election of members 
for the convention it should be departed from ; and that, 
instead of the small share of property formerly requisite 
to entitle any man to vote, alt that should be necessary 
was a year's residence in the department, and that he 
should be of the age at which the law presumes a capa- 
bility of exemsing personal rights : the consequence of 
which, and of other manceuvres that took place during 
the general election, was, that the most zealous republic- 
ans that were to be found in France were chosen members 
ot the convention, and monarchy was abolished par ac» 
^lamotUm as soon as it met. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

'Pecree respecting Batikntpts — Opinion ofMirabeau on that Suhr 
Jed — qfilie Duke of RochefoucauU — Abolition of Monasteries 
—for appropriating the Churck^Lands — Abolition of Titles — 
Refactions on that Subject^ and on Armorial Bearings — Re-i 
sped derived from Antiquity of Family — The effect which the 
Creation of Peers has on it* 

IS PTHiMG can give a higher idea of the assiduity with 
which the national assembly applied to the business of 
the state, than the regulations they made within a very 
few months after the king's arrival in the capital. They 
abolisibed Htr^s de cachet ; suppressed the lax upon salt. 
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tQfppreasive to the poor; also tluit on tciMiceo, not e*. 
qually ao, but still yery grievous^ mc/^. bubit baa renda^v 
e4 the use of that plant almoot^a necessary of life. . Many 
jotfaer burdeosoose and impolitic taijies and iqipo6itioii9 
wore either entirely sujppressed^.or reguli^^d in a ntto^er 
to lender tbem less heavy qd the. lower orders l^ partiflUi- 
lar. A decree was passed, that all persons, whether pro.- 
iesstng the Ranuui Catholic religion,or,iK4, might be apr 
fx>inted to. any office or employment; and the principle 
whidi attached infiuny to the desc^deots of those who 
were executed for crimes was abolished. 
• Several new regulaUons req)ecting the fleet and army 
were made ; and as it was thought of .the greatest importr 
ance that the latter should h^ kept in good-humour^ their 
pay was considerably augmentedt The abolition of -all 
the privileges, separate laws, and particular rights^ which 
had been long enjoyed by certain provinces, to the ii^ury 
of the rest of the kingdom, was universally approved of 
by the impartial. . 

In the republic of Geneva, bankrupts are excluded 
from the public council, the magistracy, or any office ia 
the state: the children of bankrupts are by lawaubject- 
ed to the same penalty till such time as they, pay their 
proportion of their father's debts. Montesquieu men- 
tions this law in high terms of praise. Many who may 
have the same good opinion of this law that Montesquieu 
had, will still bp surprised that Mirabeau should have re« 
oommended it. ^ In the present situation of Franpe,* 
said he, * des loix pareilles sont non seulement utiles maia 
indispensables. Vatnement, messieurs, vous avez aboli 
les privileges et les ordres, si vous laissez subsister cette 
prerogative de fait qui dispense Thomm^ d'v)n certain 
rang de payer ses dettes ou cellea de son pere ; qui fait 
languir la commerce, et qui trop souvent devoue Tindus* 
tri^ laborieuse de Partisan et du boutiquier, ^ soutenir le 
bixe effrene, de ce que nous appellons si improprement 
thomme cammfi ilJutU» 

< Laissons a cette nation voisine, dont la constitution 
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noils oAtt teat de TUM sjign» donl pom oii^gMM d|rpi»^ 
flier, cette lot injoile, ratte ho«t^ttz db b fco^idite, ^ 
net \ Tiim de tMrtccpoamatM poor dfttesle cilojen €pm 
la Bation appdle i. la repmeDtcr dam mm -paAemm^ 
PvofitODS de rexcniple deis Aaglops; inais aaefaons evkor 
lean erveim; et, ma lieu de Meoopeoser le dtenlie 
dans la eonduite, eloigiioiis de toule pbee dans les assem-^ 
bWes, tant natienaks qae pnyviiieiales at muiiiapales, k 
dtojen qui, par uoe raautripte admtnistralion de ses pra^ 
pres aflairesy se saoalfcn pea capa^ de bktt gerer celles 
dtt public.** 

The reader will be tbe less ani^irised at If iidbeaii^s de^ 
daraaitioB against bwlmipts^ after perusing Bobespare^s 
^;ainst bloodshed ; but tbe national assnnbly must have 
beard Mirabeau with more surprise than Robespierre | 
because none of them at Aat tine wer^ aoquunted with 
the rindietive and cruel dispositiw of the latter, but they 
all knew that tbe famer was a banlcrupt. 

His proposal, however, that the assenbfy shQold adopt 
the law of Gknera, was recrived with iq^danse ; in the 
midst iji which, the duke de k RodiefooaBttIt rose to ofp* 
pose that part of the law which regarded tbe children of 
bankrupts* 

He deliyered his Qpini<m in terras worthy -of the modet 

* Such laws are not oalj osefhl, bat indispensably necessaiy* In wiq 
bave you decreed the abolition of priyileges and distinctions, if men ii% 
fny situation are still to be tolerated in refusing to pay theU* own debts* 
er those at their fiither. This is burtHa to eommeree, and loo oftma 
sbHgas tbe laborloiis industiy of tbe tradesman and dsapkaepci' tp mpt 
port tbe vabaui^di^ luxury of those improper^ called good ««9S«^* 

Let na leave that neighbouring nation, whose constitution presenu ua 
with so many wise regulatior^s, which we are afraid to adopt, in posses* 
plon of this unjust law, a remnant of feudal ii^Qstlce, wbicb protects thai 
persons pf members of parliament ftom arvcat on acowmi ci debt. Wa 
)nwy in many things proil by the axaqfipH of the English;, but latuaa^ 
voii their errors ; and* instead of rewar^ng exMravsgant and dissolute 
ironduGt, let us exclude from the national and provincial assembliet an<i^ 
iihe magistracy, every msQ who, by the mismanagement of his own pri- 
vate concerns, shews that be is incapable of Qonduotii^ ptudeotly thA. 
busii\fiM Qf tl^e puhUji:, 
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m^^ furfl fieM^ mA IfraeRMfty^ i#MlBh bcknigtd to liis 
character. * Tax vu moUmSflBf^* wM imt^ < k» heureust 
tfi&toiqii'bHe; a prodtnti li Qboivt ; miis cepeadant alle 
ffm pariolt oontteir torn )dnpoBitii» tti^ rigourease kVffi 
gmni'des chifiilia dts ipjtras bini{ue«iroirtii^ Swa dduti 
c'Mi^iui ieau asntininit Jdb;I& fpart d^dn.fila d^MsqaiOfeir IM 
dtUas'da m pte^ nitiiei ilfaut iamer 31 ia vetta k cdUii 
aeiller cequi est honoAtes les loix doivtftit ae benm^ k 
lirsricBOT (»)iiiii«itjmfce/ Lkm AtMaimtt ptMmttfeUes; 
IflMome oovpaUe oa impnidefit I38l p«iii$ ifi«$ U ti6 fiicri 
pfa <tettdre la pmnhioik itir ies ^iiAiM' dqfsl tHop aiaUte^ 
feme Am kortB ^e har pire*^ * 

Tke day foUmring the debate m tblft tsmk^aet wt^ mu 
Mwtd^ Af • de la Badiefiiacault^ ofriniM i!»a MippcNted 
by the «t<iqaencd of M. Baraav^. if* Mitabeau Was kh* 
i^odu Hemt^fed tb« >lnll of the mamMf bm tli« dukdTtt 
amendment was about to pass 9 wMeiiaiMii»« Ifinibeati 
understdod, be asj^eiidbd the trtbUM. The aHMtttUy, ua* 
4er the itapnetsiM of die affgumeiMs ^ the ameadiMiti 
vifcf e ATtrse ftoni baariiqe; bikii* With' tvmlk iHSMily hn 
ebtainid Jemv«e te speak^ which be did aa saecisuftilty^ 
thaa tbe dterrt pmMto the folbwing eAc^o*^ 
-/ ^ 'No bankrttpit tnr insoltettt debtor <atn tenattt or bai» 
aone a nkember nf wiy motiieipal countfil ot cbaaaajfttee^ 
her of thefira^iidial 01* natidnal assemUm, nor e3oef^»a 
any public oflke wfaateven 

« The 'ejto^ltiaidir ib to take ptaice ag^i^ tbe dbril&«a or 
ctbeiiB who poaiten tfaa gbods of the baakrppt, by wimU 
aoeret title tbey aoay so do, except thfe d»i)di%tfi ^ fStm 
bankriipt>ko have reeetved thef portkm before the bkife«' 
ruptcy took place.* ' ' , 

^ I hftve inysdf sten it« hippjr eltecti at Geneva i fet ft seemi to me 
Hf'ititw too barrfi a ^Ks^Hion ^o%ard9 t^« diUdren of ttaitkrdptg; tt 
eii^rMljr iri mofl kttdaait raMlu^n in» bdh a> pky «fe» dcbti ^ %to 
fiuJier'i b«t w« must leave it Vb virtve to prompt tint whiek is g^oenwtt 
the law ought to ordain only what Is jast. Faults are personal ^ let the 
man who is imprudent or culpable be punished ; but we ought not to ex- 
tind the fiuflishment t6 hi« children, who have &Ifeady suffered by the 

mcoMkHBteftiMiraaMar. 
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This is. ft very Btrildng protjS of the yast inflneiioe timl 
Mird>eau had in theassendily. ^ ' - 

. Prapoials for the reduetioii of taxes were emify made; 
and those who made them w^re certain of acquiring po* 
polarity ; but where to ^nd fvandk to sbpply the place of 
the taxes reduc^, to paj the interest of 'the public debt, 
andMswer the other Agencies of the state, was a matter 
of ^ore difficulty. 

t A measure adequate to all tbis^ however^ had beenlong 
in contemplation among those who are not scrapuloos with 
regard to the means by which they are to attun their ob^ 
ject This was no other than seiring on the whole diurcb 
landst and appropriating them to the exigencies of the 
$t«te«. An alarm had been given thattbils was in medita* 
tion» by a decree already, passed^ which, however, was 
by no means equally unreasonable or unjust, namely, that 
for die abolition of monasteries. • 
. It requires no Wond^ul talents for finamie in any as^ 
^mbly of men.to pay the public debts of the most involved 
nation in Eui^c^, provided they are allowed to seize the 
fortunes of any number of the inhabitants far that pur* 
pose. Such a measure must reduce these devoted men to 
beggary, no doubt ; but then the national debt will be ex- 
^nguidlied, the taxes mightily diminished, and the re* 
maining proprietors, with the whole body of the poor, will 
be in a more comfortable condition than ever, 
•r Tbcj .expedient of seizing the whole landed estates of the 
clergy ^eisms^ pi^isely of this nature : and, af t«* such a 
vio)et\t mstance of rapine is sanctioned by law, no robbery 
ciKnb0 punished in France with any regard to justice or 
to their favourite maxim of equality. 

On pressing exigencies, when the general welfare or 
safety of a nation is at stake, unquestionably ei&traordinary 
meaaures.mnstbe token; and, among others,: it may he 
necessary that great pecuniary levies should be made: 
but, according to every idea of justice, this should be 
done by fair and equal contributions from the whole inha- 
bitants, according to the best estimate thatcan'bethou^t 
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of respeetiog the weakh of each. To single out any on* 
class, like a deer of the forest, who is immediatdy aban^ 
doned by all his selfidi and cowardly companions, is the 
height of iii)iistioe; and all the arguments urged in the 
assembly in &vour of the measure are the sophisms of men 
endeavouring to palliate the enormity of a >deed, which, 
for selfish considerations, they were predetermined to 
perpetrate. ., 

It may be siud, that, the opinion of the French natiott 
at large on the subject of religion having changed, it 
would be absurd to preserve, at a vast expense, an esto* 
blishment which is now thought in a great measure uselesfll 
But let it be.remembered, that those who chose the diurch 
for their profession, as in all other professions, were edu* 
cated in the conviction that the national establishment re- 
specting the church was to be continued ; and, till it is 
declared otherwise, they have the national faith for their 
security.. It has been justly retparked, that to strip a 
cleigymim of his benefice on the pretext that it belcmged 
to the nation, and that the nation had need of the revenue, 
is as unjust as it would be to refuse to pay a prize in the 
state lottery, because it belonged to the nation, and be* 
cause the nation bad need of the money. 
. Ifall the inhabitants of France, tlierefore, had become 
deists in one. day, still they would have been bound in e* 
quity tb maintain all the clergy in the full possession rf 
their benefices during their lives, and also to have given 
an iDdenmity to every student or expectant, f<^ the time 
and application he had bestowed to qualify himself for a 
profession thought of the first importance, although by an 
unexpected alteration of opinion in his countrymen it was 
now thought useless^ 

The bishop of Autun and others, who were in posses* 
sion of high ecclesiastical appointments, and had the high* 
est in expectation, supported the measure of appropriat- 
ing the church lands to the exigenciei^of the state. Views 
of interest or ambition have sometimes been the secret 
motives^r actions apparently contrary to both ; but ad* 
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ttiiltiiig tiiie obodnct €o Ubc. proceiidcd fitoot U» pnHM 
fwtriotUiDy Mill t&06e gfmtknnni had a li^ t^ heitenr 
only whii they themtelYes pctaaessed* ThteH^ » mkirtr 
yilrioliani nor gawopfMkj in etMii|MKn^:atbM8 to ^v6 what 
you Are wUlAig to yield up yoonett The knded lutofaii 
of the chureh thus sequestered far the pajannt of the 
•ational debt, Ae deigy hod nothiog 1^ but m piecerU 
ous promise for the scanty pensions which were artigatd 
iothem. 

Oil &e whole, it must be adcnowledgedy that the vaist 
labric of weahh and power which in th^ oodrse of ages 
had been raiaed by the Oallioan chmch was oterthAiiHk 
ky a pretended spirit of philosq>hy, in a aMumer M ^on« 
trary to reasoa and equity as the superstiliott oo whieh k 
was founded, or the avarice and inabilieo by wUdi it IMS 
at first reared. . 

After this severity towards sd powerful a body as the 
clergy, thoae who practised the profession 4>f the law had 
bo great reason to expeet that much lenity would te 
shewn to them. By one decree all the pariiaostnis ctf th^ 
iingdom were suspended from their fiMKAioiis; and, t#o 
days, after, all titles of nobility and idl dislinetion of eUt^ 
ders were by another decree entirely abolished, Tim 
Uow, which shook the whde noblesse of France fhim the 
stilts that had miide them seem taller than their fellow d^ 
tizens, and discovered that many were beneadi the eon^ 
mon standard, and some mere dwarfs, struck a geotfA 
panic through the whole arislooracy of Euiope, and creat** 
ed a band of as inveterate enemies to the revolotiol] in 
every kingdom in Christendom as existed in France itsdf* 
Put with whatever sensibiUty this blow was felt 1^ those 
on whom it fell, it was treated as trifiii^ and unsobstan«' 
tial by that part of the national assembly who were out of 
its reach ; many of whom affected a philosophical ooni- 
tempt for all such gewgaws as titles and ribbonsi and ne^ 
ver mentioned them without scorn and indignation* It is 
entertaining to observe philosophers, who cannot see a rib- 
bon across a man^s shoulders^ nor hear a tidej|rottoui|* 
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tim #MlMEifl» lof tboae f?b9 gri^e at being 4epriTed dT 
ifesK fiir if it ift weak to Um&fi^i\m Ipft^of what t^ey fail- 
fid gBwpmSf it aBema flatly as w^ak pot to t^ f^le to bear 
tfint they ahoiiM hd in tlu» p^as^moQ of others. Cpasidavr 
log hov uaivenal tha aftcMim ^ tbU e^plJempt is, it 
aeatas turpriafaig tltat the rtali^ is «o ^$f y f^^. Like th^ 
ibx ift the fiible eontMii^atiilg tb^ gmp9% nntpkiad in ge j 
nend speak with disdain of titl(99 and fibboiif wbep ibsj 
are at suoh a distance as jm oLadas the hpp^ of ftltainiog 
them ; but snatch at them vith eag^f^ess as soon as thqr 
ave brought witbia their reach. 

With tbe distinction of orders and ti^lcpB, iM^grial beam- 
ings and liveries werp decreed to be |i!boUpl|ed* 

The affair i^ ai^aonal hesrioga and Ur^r^ is m^aged 
better in Qraat Britain, when? ev^ry tradesman is allowed 
ti^ kiad bis foetman with a^ vkb liveries fis tbe vanity of 
tbe master et^tA^Rt aaid his pufi^ c^n afford ; and wher/^ 
for A SBoderale SMps ha mf^j have i^at i|rms be pleases* 
AcQordtngly it is. iwppssibla to p^s through the city of 
Londofi withmt saein^ on tbe currisges of grocers^ brew* 
ers, briddayer Sy contiactprs, and cb^ei^emon^ers, as many 
farimetat sbields» and Vf^m^t as wei^ in Godfrey's army . 
at the siege ef JerusalfHi. There are indeed some mprti* 
fied rdict^ and disiflandaiits lOf n^ility^ who lament| ^ a 
grievous abuse, thai the cajrriages wbieb drag the awk- 
yiwtd o&priii^ and blo«ted garbage, of ^ city to a ball or 
feast at the mansionTbouse should be p^^itted to be as 
ricbly blaaeiuid, as mucli admired by th^ ig^prant, as those 
wbkh convey the most anctent, and of course tbe purest* 
blood of the reaion, to St. James's, This no doubt ^s af« 
flioting to the pride of a few hpnoufirt^le persons, both 
male and female, wbbse feelings may be tbii^ame, althpugb. 
thmr sexes are diffemnt; but, on the other .)>and, it ought 
to be considered, tbat all kind of encouivigement should 
be given to trade in this commercial nation, and that the 
afiKc^on above mentioned is in some degree compea^ted 
by the inofcent pleasuDC which a gaming coat of arpis af- 
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fords to the wives and daughters of many re^eeUble dtr* 
zens, and to those respe«5table eitiaem themselves,^ who wMt 
mof e at a loss how to enjdjr their forlane than they were 
bow to ac^uite it For it is well known, that richer and 
enjoymeAt are not always coopled tog^er : if they were^ 
the Royal Exchange of London would, at a certain hour 
erery day, comprehend more hapfMness. than the most ex.* 
tensive and best eultivtfted provinces in die world ; whiefav 
from the mstny anfxbug and many vacant oonntenaaoes to 
he seen there, we are apt to believe is not the. case. In* 
deed there is reason to suspect^ that this very valuable art 
of enjoying riches was somewhat of a rarity evea in the 
:AugU8tan age, since 6orace compliments his aecbna|>lished 
friend Albius Tibullus for possessing it : 

Dl tibi dif itfas dedenuit» artemptgftmemU 

To allo# a free participation /of the enjoyments which be^ 
raldfy afFords to eV^ery British subject at a reasonable 
price", seems equitable: that it does aflRnrd pleasure to 
some, even after theif t^e^ conscience, and oonstititdon 
have interdicted them from other pleasures,- abundance of 
examples might be giveh; It may perhaps be tfaoi^t 
excusable to quote one on account of its singularity. 

After having made a considerable fortune' by the exer- 
cise of his profession in the capital, a certamr tailor retir-i 
ed to the province in which he had been bom, on^ pur- 
pose, as Re' bimself declared, to enjoy ^ium cum digniUde; 
for this tailor bad been several years at a ptunniar school, 
and stilt retnembered' some sentences of Latin. 

The coach itt* which he and his family arrived at the 
place of his rendence in the country stood much in need 
of being new painted*. His wife had given orders for this 
before they left London ; but as he knew it would suffer 
by the journey^ he begged that the painting might be 
postponed until the end of it : to which she at last eon- 
sented, on hifs pffomising that instead of the cipher a coat 
of arms should be the coaches ornament in future. He 
chose for a crest a large pair of scissars expanded : grati- 
tude, he said, dictated this ; because they were the chief 
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imtniiDenl. of iiis fiirtune. For hb motto he clieee the 
words Vmeere out moru On h^^ told tbat these wotdi 
might, be thought more rattaUe to « soldier thea to • man 
of his priierfesfion ; he said that he belonged to a military 
familj ; for his fiither had been hautboy to a rej^melit^ 
and that he hiitaselfi in his youth, bad felt some inclina* 
tioo for being a sdldier, which he was prevented frokn in^ 
dulguig by the undXf)eoted breakii^ out of a. war; no* 
thing could be njore suitable therefore than the motto b4 
had chosen : and be gave orders to the pai&ter iccordiog- 
ly. Bot when his wife understood what had been decid- 
ed, she declared that a mere crest and mdtto Iras Utile 
better than a <^her, and would look scandalously niaked^ 
which was what she could not bear. The husband omi- 
sulted the cumte respecting some additional device or or* 
Btaient to cover the nakedness^ and remove the ol^ectioil 
made by his wife. 

The eurattf who irHs somewhat of a ^agi obsertecl thai 
although scissars were made of cold irbn as well as swords, 
yet some people might think that there was not.a sufB- 
^ent correspondence between the crest and the>motto ; it 
would therefore be of importance to contrive such onuu 
menu as would link them a little better together. The 
tailor acknowledged the justness of this observation, but 
added, that he knew q[ none that would ha?e that ef) 
feet. 

If you could assume suppofter^, said the curate, it 
might perhaps be easier done. I bate no particular ob- 
jection to ftu]^porters, rejoined the tailor, and I am sure 
they vould delight my wife. Would you choose men or 
beasts? md the curate; I think one of each would be 
best, answered «tbe tailed : pray, what beast would you 
advise me to? A lion by all means, said the curate ; be- 
cause, being the most powt^rful beast of the forest, he 
suits with vincere in your motto. That he does to a h«r i 
exclaimed the tailor; but, added he, after musing for 
some time, I cannot conceive what kind of man will suit 
with moru A deadman to be^sure, said the cm*ate. Oil 
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mycQMobiMii thatistniel eriedthrtiulor; and it is fo 
obvious liiat I mnder I did nol bU on It myitlC The 
araia weie<ctdend directly-^wi pur of iciisiurt ttptiidadf 
with a lion and a dead man supporting thein. The taU 
lor^a wife was delighted, as he had fotetdd ; and gr e at 
was the infXMPtanee which swelled .bis own heart when he 
remarked the admiration with wbicb the vtUegtrs ceo. 
templated the emfaiensatic painting on bis coaeb, or when 
the import of the motto was explained to the gasing 
dttlb by the sdwolmaster or some otber of equal leam- 
ing. 

Why that disdainftil smile at the vamtty of this poor 
tailor? The story is told of yourself under ancMtber 
name. Let some, who rididule his motto and lion, reeol« 
leet, how little tbcor own rtin preteniions, low pursuits^ 
debasiqg habits, and the whole despicable tenor of thrir 
lires, accord with the emblems or mottos of their coats of 
arms. Let them remember that, if truth and propriety 
were alwi^s observed in those articles, instead of lions^ 
eagles, and other noble animals, m^ny of. them would 
have assea, hogs, peacocks^ or dtmghHl cocks, for dieir 
supporters : and let them .also remember, that the re- 
sped which is still paid to some of them proceeds en- 
tirely frasn a regard to the memory of men that are 
deacL 

It may be smd that this also is absurd ; that every d<v 
gree of esteem or dislike should depend on personal quali- 
ties ; thi^ the son of Shakespeare might have been a fool, 
the son of Hampden a slave, and that a whole line of heu 
roio ancestry are no security against the descendants be- 
ing a oowaiKl ;, and, vice versa^ that the son of a fool might 
be a first-«ate genius ; the son of a slavisk^spirited father 
might be an intrepid asserter of liberty ; and the descend- 
ant of a race of cowards might be a hero. This senti- 
ment, therefore, which transfers any portion of the respect 
or disgrace due to the character of the father to the son 
is unreasonable. It certainly is so; but in this particu- 
hur the prejudice is more powerful than our reason. It 
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k ncft 86 Strong indeed in Eogltfod as in G^rmxny with 
their sixteen quaHera^ or uA il y^aB in France, #bere K 
tnati of worth and chamoter was Considered as dtsgraeedi 
If his &ther or Inrothei^ Was executed dn a scaffold ; bul 
still its influenoe is apparettt We see men dvery dAy^ 
who live respected in society on that fund of esleem 
whic^h was accumulated by theif forefathers^ ahhough 
they thetnselved have not added otie parade to it daring 
the whole course of their lives s and, what must afibrd A 
candid mind more uneariness, we likewise see individuals 
of much personal worth in some degree neglected and a*- 
vohded on account of the infamous character of their pa- 
Jrents. This prejudice unqneslionably is to be surmount- 
ed in this country ; but it r^uires time and continued 
efforts ; for although every body admits that esteem and 
regard ought to depend entirely on personal qualities, 
yet even in this philosophical island every body may ok 
serve that they do not entirely, but are in some measure 
infloenced by other drcnmstances. The greatest phiku 
Bopher in the inland feels elated when mention is made of 
the honourable c6nduct of his &Aetf and will shrink 
with confusion at the most remote hint of his infamy. 
This feeling pervades mankind, the wise as well as the 
foolishi and continues until death. Even the condemned 
housebreaker and thief at the place of execution shews 
solicitude for the reputation of those from whom he is 
descended, and declares with his labt breath, that be was 
bom of poor but hontst parents. However contrary this 
feeling may be to philosophy, it seems friendly to virtue ; 
but there are other prejudices respecting birth, of which 
die same cannot be said, and some which are exceptions 
to that just mentioned ; for, if a supposed pi'og^nitor is 
of very high rank, it removes in a great measure the 
shame which the son would otherwise feel at the recollec- 
tion of the weakness or even wickedness of his character : 
•for people are vain of being sprung from kings and princes^ 
even although of the two persons from whom they origin* 
^Uy d^riv? that distipption, all tb^ woild knows ^hat ihte 
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pae was a knave and the other a w— i^. And people 
like to be of an old family rather than of a new^ Aoagh 
no one person of the whole line has been distinguished 
for any' praiseworthy quality. The known antiquity of 
a family alone, independent of other circumstances, gives 
it some degree of respectability. This no doubt is great- 
ly increased by its producing persons of eminent talents 
or virtues; but even when no examples of that kind can 
be quoted in a family, that a certain degree of respect is 
due to its antiquity, seems agreeable to the general feeU 
ings and sentiments of society in Europe ; and the de- 
gree of respect due to every gentleman^s family in Gteat 
Britain and Ireland would be arranged and ascertained 
by the prevailing opinion of the country, founded on its 
antiquity and on the merit and brilliancy of the charac* 
ten it had produced, were ail these considerations left to 
their own natural operation. But this is in some measure 
disturbed by the unlimited power of the crown to create 
peeni, which sometimes has been exerted where the pub- 
lic opinion would not have directed it. The patriotism 
of Hampden, the heroic character of Montrose, the vio^* 
tones of Marlborough, and the brilliant administration 
pf Chatham, would have thrown a vast share of lustre on 
their descendants, although no peerage had ever existed. 
But when a man of no merit, or perhaps of demerit, is by 
the ill-judged fa]i(our of the prince created a peer, and 
raised to the highest rank of the peerage, instances of 
iprhich ar^ to be met with in the British history ; then his 
family takes the precedence, and becomes more honbuco 
able, in ope sfnse of the word, than those of all the peers, 
of the realm beneath the rank of duke. Or if an enter- 
prising footman in any of the mc^t ancient and honour-, 
able £Eunilies pf t)ie three kingdoms should afterwards, »; 
broad pr at boine» by means not very honourable, acquire 
an immense fortupet ^ith the pommand of boroughs, and 
be created a peer ; bis family instantly becomes more hop 
nourable than that of his tnaster. 

T|ie uplijniM prefogi^W^ of qjreatin^ peers ipiiy bea^. 
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Uxkded with advantages which greatly' overbalance the 
circumstanpes here enumerated, and may on the whole 
be a very wise, institution ; hut, without presuming to 
give any opinion on that point, it seems evident tJiat it in 
some degree counteracts the progressiva course of import- 
ance derived from the m^re antiquity of family, and to 
diminbh a prejudice which it has bee^ supposed ,to aug- 
mwif and against which poets have pft^n directed their 
^tir^ and philosophers declaimed^ 



CHAPTEB XIX. 

Plans qfthe Noblesse and Parliarnenis/ar Bestsldnce iU combine 
ed and ineffectual^— Endeavour to deprive the National Assents 
bfy of the public Con^fidence^Paper War— The ill Conduct of 
the French has. injured the Cause of Freedom more than the 
Arguments of their Enemks-^The Red Book — Misunder^ 
standing betioeen M, Necker and M. Camus— Power qf Peace 
and War* 

f\KRjf the imporjtance of the decrees whijch bad been 
passed in a short time by the national assembly are con- 
sidered^ And h,ow severely sp many powerful classes of 
men must have fielt thems,^Ives sufferers by the new regu- 
lations, it seems surprising that fhey were not resisted 
with more vigour. It is wonderful that the clergy in 
particular di4 pot (ake the alarnf sooner than they did, 
^nd try by every p.eans iq th^ir power to prevent the 
calling of the states-general. It might have occurred to 
them, that in an incredulous age their immense riches 
would be a temptation to a set of men assembled for the 
purpose of clearing a vast load of debt, and willing to be 
at as little of the expense themselves as possible : but al- 
though the clergy might naturally h^ve expect^ to be 
obliged to contribute a great dea), they ppuld hardly 
dread being reduced to sqcli scanty pensions a^ are not 
l^ufiicienc to enable them to support a decent existence. 

AH monastic e>tabjishpients likewise were suppressed, 
the convent laiids confiscated ; the friars and nuns being 
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gtunted very tnodttktM ttipendft, with the privilege Id tln^ 
ktter to remain ha thrir oonvetils if tbey chomii 

The parliHinetitdi pardttulalrly that of Pam, had bean 
long in the use of oppOMbg the afyvet-aigdi by raftii^itig or 
at least delaying to registeif bis edicto^ and by ihe ream* 
totrances ttiey published against tbetiQi I'be vaMtaMd 
vhich they had 6ften made, joined to iht b0ld ispldt otf 
tome of their remonstrances, had tto doUbt prepa^ ihti 
public mind for some important ishange of governflMlitf 
and hastened the convocation, of the states-general, which 
afterwards became the national assembly. After this the 
parliaments little thought that they should be amon^ the 
earliest victims of a revolution which they had contribut- 
ed so largely to ^ound. l^heir indignation on ^this ac- 
count rendered them much disposed to enter into any een- 
«piracy against the new government. , 

The mortifications which the whole body of the no* 
blesse bad met with in a thousand instances^ their sudden 
and complete loss of importance, and the dread of ap^ 
preaching anarchy, began to make an alteration in the 
Opinion of many even of those who had been the tsAM 
eager for the summoning of the stales^general. The sa« 
f^rifices into which some had been surprised in a moment 
pf enthusiasm, and which others had been prompted to 
make from a spirit of retaliation, were repented of in the 
icool hours of reflection, and were highly disapproved oF 
by many of the noblesse in the provinces, Who hadfavoutw 
ed the revolution at the beginning, from discontent with 
tJie court, from a fear of the Bastile, from a desire of hav* 
ing the liberty of going out of the kingdom when they 
pleased, and other reasons ; but who now saw the torrent 
Df democracy bearing so strongly against their whole 
body, that they willingly joined in any measures to stem 
it, at the risk of the ancient system's bring re-established, 
with all its grievances. Their plans, however, were ifl 
combined, and feebly supported. The parliament of Tou- 
louse, with a considerable number of the nobility in that 
|ieijghbour}ioo^, ventured to publish ^ Hind of n^nili^sto. 
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* invitiBg all (Hrders of citistna to Unite fbr the praierva* 
tion of Uife moniirofay^ of IbiTi of property, atid, Aove all^ 
0f ifdigioni which ireH rtpresented bA in the utmost dan« 
gsr from the violence of Uioae who had usurped all th^ 
povrers of govei^nblenti and kept the king himself in cap*, 
tivity*' 

The anc&ent proTindal stateii were in rariout placet 
emttmoned to aesembleb Those of Beam and Dauphin^ 
tetuaUy met; aiid in the form of assembling in the latter 
the disUoctioa of oilers was observed* Protests wer6 
takeik by the states in several other provinces against the 
decree rilaiing to church lands. 

Thie chamber itf vacations at Rouen acted in a man** 
ber highly unbecoming the diaraeter of lawyers, and too 
like the practieed of pettiibggeril. They openfy registered 
the act suspending their power, and secretly protested »* 
gainst what th^y had done^ and CnusiAitted their protest 
to the king. 

This despicable conduct shoeked the candid mind of 
the monarch. He inforoMl the national assembly of the 
whole transaction^ The national assembly, being highly 
irritated, were disposed to the utmost severity against the 
offenders* M^ de FrondeviUe, who was both president 
of the parliament and also of the chamber of vai»tions, 
attempted to palliate their conduct, by declaring at the 
bar of the assembly, that the protest was meant only as 
a mark of respect to bis majesty t and, being conscious 
that his assertion was not very cr6dible^ he attempted to 
move them by imploring with tears the clemency of the 
assembly. 

All this would probably have been to little purpose, 
had not the king himself written a letter in favour of 
the chamber of vacations: and the proceedings against 
them were stcqpped with difficulty i for many members of 
the assembly pontended that jkhey ought to be punished. 
The majority, how^v^r^ in deferenp^ to the l^ing, voted 
forgiveness^ 
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The parliament of Metz pioteste^ against the deocee. 
pf the aasembly which suspended them from their funct 
tions ; and when they had enjoyed the applause which 
they imagined belonged to them for a conduct so spirited, 
they began to consider how they would be able to sup* 
port it, and avert the indignation of the. national assem- 
bly. It would oertMoly have bieen more prudent in the 
parliament of Metz to have made this reflection before 
they took the protest ; but that method has at no period 
bec» very prevalent in France ; and, in the course of the 
present revoluti<m in particular, it is to be remarked that 
on many important occasions its greatest heroes have aoU 
ed in the first place, and deferred reflection until they 
were coder. This, we are assured, does not proceed 
from any deficiency of judgment in the French, but mere- 
ly from their natural vivacity, which outruns their judg- 
ment. When the parliament of Metz had time to reflect 
on what they had done, their judgment, though a little 
tardy, informed thism that they had no means of support- 
ing their protest, or resisting the power of the national as- 
sembly,^ and that their only r^ource was submission, re- 
tracting their protest, and imploring forgiveness; to reur 
der which more certain, they stooped to request the me- 
diation of the municipality with the national assembly ; 
and it was in consequence of this mediation that an am- 
nesty was granted. 

The national assembly displayed so much firmness, and 
seemed so little intimidated by those indications of discon- 
tent, and the partial insurrections which through the m* 
fluence, as was supposed, of the nobility, the clergy, and 
members of the provindal parliaments, frequently burst 
forth, that the idea of a counter-revolution became weaker 
every day. But what proves that those disorders did not 
entirely proceed from the politicaldissensions of the times, 
but often arose from an undistinguishing disposition to 
pillage, is, that the houses and castles of some of the most 
(listinguished among the popular party, as Ihose of M^ 
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Gfaaries Lameth, the duke of AiguiUon, and otherSf as 
well as those of the aristocratic party, were plundered by 
the mobs. 

There is no question, however, but that the steady 
countenance which the national assembly retained amid 
the dangers which threatened them depended on the ap-: 
probation ci the people in general ; and that the timid 
conduct of the parliaments, so different from that bcJdnesa 
which they had manifested before the revolution iti oppos* 
ang the measures of the government, was owing to their 
finding the voice ol the people, which had formerly been 
with them, now so much against them. 

It was evident, therefore, that all attacks on the nation*' 
id assembly would be vain as long. as they retained the 
confidence of the people ; and, to have any hopes of A 
fecting a counter-prevolution, that ii was absolutely neces* 
sary to remove this, and give them an ill opinion of that 
body. With this view a multitude of pamphlets were 
published daily against the conduct of the aawmbly» 
pointing out the wickedness or folly of their decrees, and 
turning the characters and persons of the members intQ 
ridicule, 

!rhis kind of attack was retorted with the s^ipe wea» 
pons ; and, as at this time the freedom of the press was 
idlowed in its utmost licentiousness, not only the ancient 
government and the conduct qf the present ministers were 
painted in the "blackest colours, but the characters of the 
king and queen were also libelled, with a malignity un» 
equalled in any age or country. 

The conflict at this period resembled the skirmishes of 
jSlingi^rs and light troops which preceded the battles of the 
ancients ; but soon after the full-armed force on both &de^ 
shocked with each other. 

As this paper war was not confined to France, but was 
(e?ctended to other nations ; and as the clergy of all nih 
t)ons wpre generally the enemies of the French revoliv> 
tion ; it was imagined frp^ the number and ability of sp 
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Many reftdy'-mustered assiiiliints, it would 6e mate pimer^ 
ftilly attaeked than deftnded* 

It 18 universally acknowledged, however, that the moul 
doquent and most severe work against the revolutbn that 
tias appeared, is not the production eitheir of an eoclesi^ 
AStic or a Frenchman. The writer alluded to has in many 
parts of this performance displayed the imagination of a 
{)oet, and in some the foresight of a p'opfaet ; yet hi& work 
made more admirers than proselytes* 

Men^s political opinions it is generally difficult to alter. 
They tire greatly influenced by our early education, and 
by our connections of blbod or frienddiip, which on many 
minds make too deep an impression to be efiiced by elo^ 
quence or reasoning. Political opimotia are kho under 
finoiher influence, which is often too powerful for elo« 
quenee and reasoning, namely, peoplt^s views of interest 
and ambitbn. At first sight it may be imagined^ that 
iluch views could only afibct their conduct, but tiot their 
real opinion ; but observation has taught us, that when 
interest leans decidedly to one side, opinion ia apt gradu*. 
ally to take the same bias. Beason and eloquence, there* 
fore, can have full efiect on those only who consider the 
subject in discussion according to its 6wn intrinsic merit, 
regai^dless of the circumstances above mentioned* 

The converts made by the writings on both sides were 
on this account much fewer than they would otherwise 
have been ; and although some of them were admirably 
written, they had little more effect on the cause than many 
eloquent speeches in the British parliament, which 6nly 
furnish the members with arguments that never occurred 
to themselves, in support of the vote which, at all events, 
they were determined to give* 

The shocking conduct of certain frothy monsters, who, 
in the progressive fermentation of the French revolution, 
were raised to the summit, have injured it mdi*e in the 
minds of mankind than «11 the writings that app^r^d q<p 
gainst it. 
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The Uxve of Hbtrty ia naturally linked in Urn w&nd with 
tfae mcMt generous^ endearing, <ind elevated sentiments : in* 
tiBpidttyy benerolenpe, cheerfulness, genius, prosperity^ 
candour, friendship^ and love, when personified by the 
im8|ginattoii> move hiuid in hand with freedom, Kke the 
aftteadatite of Aurom in -Guidons picture. But the pnon-* 
sters abpve mentioned h^jt done all in their power to de*' 
stroy heir attractions, and to give her finr oompaniona^ 
anarcby^ cruelty, envy» rancour, suspicion, hypocrisy, 
fraud, and misery x so that the v«ry name of liberty, ac 
ccurdiiig to a is^nmg allumon of Miinabeau, makes the same 
impression on some people that water does on those afflict* 
ed with the hydrophobia. 

Aiid, what is equally to be lamented, the conduct of 
those same wretches who disgraced the cause of liberty 
has rendered the gloomy form of despotism less terrible, 
and the deb^ng expressions of servility less disgusting, 
even to those who fbrn^erly dreaded and abhorred them 
above all other evils. 

Soon after the rojral family began their residence at 
Paris, a book was brought into notice, which immediate* 
ly. excited iaore aitention than any other. It was called 
the Bed Book ; and contained a register of all the pen-*^ 
sHmSi donations, and every kind of expenditure of the 
public money by the court €o€ the last twenty years. A 
opmmittee bad been appointed by the assembly to make 
inquiry into this expenditure. The committee had heard 
of this red book. They required of M. Necker that it 
should be communicated to them, as necessary to enable 
them to make an accurate report to the assembly. The 
king expressed his reluctance to this, that the profusioQL 
of his grandfather might not be exposed to the eyes of 
the public. There were certain articles of a later date» 
which, no doubt, he was equally anxious should remain 
concealed, To remove those di$culties, M. Camus, the 
president of the committee, wrote to M. Necker.-** 

* II ne s'agit pas de divulguer, pour servir d^aliment u 
une vaine curiosite, des details dont la publicite pourroit 
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fnte qudque peine au roi. Pities, ednme todte VSb^ 
staiblee^ des sentimens du plas pfofimd retpect pour nd 
prince qui fait le bonfaear de sod people^ lea membres da 
comit^ niettront toujoun beftucoup de reserre dam ka 
opbatioDs qui nnteresseront ; mais il est iodiapennble 
que quelques-iins des sea membrea puinent d^daier k 
IV»aemblee quMls ont vu ce liYie, et qa% ont pria lea 
notea neeesaairea au travail qui leor a cte oonfie.^ ^ 

ill Necker leminded the commissioBera of tbe comniit-' 
tee of these expressions in the premdent's letter^ and add* 
ed that it was in consequence of them that the king con- 
fided the register into their hands. 

M. Necker must have been greatly surprised when he 
found a few dajs after that the red book was publisbed^ 
without tbe king^s consent, and without a decree of the' 
assemblj. 

if M. Necker had readon to be surprised^ M* Camua 
had some reason to be ashamed. Nothings howcfrer, can 
be a stronger pr6of that he was not, than the answer hef 
made to M. Necker, when he was asked how he could al- 
low the book to be published, after the letter he had writ-* 
ten, and without permission either from the king or the 
assembly. < Nous sommes surs de n'*fttre pas desavoues,' 
replied M. Camusj < par TassemUee ; quant aa roi, noua 
oe sommes pas ses representans,^-)* 

Many articles of this register were cal^lated to' exeite 
damours against the court; none more than that which 
related to the king^s younger brothel*^ the eount d^Artois i 

* There Is do intention of dimlgiiig drcumitances that might give ao^ 
citfiness to the king ; the publication of wliich could senre no purpose but 
tiiat of gi^ifying tdle ciiridirity. Penetrated, lilc^ the whoU aMemblj, 
irith tentiiii^ts of ptvfound reiped for a prince who promotes th^ hap-^ 
pinevi of his people^ the committee wiU alwajrs condoct themselves with 
delicacj in whatever concerns him : but it is necessaiy that some mem- 
bers should be enabled to declare in the assembly, t]&at they have seen the 
book in question, and that they have taken notes respecUng the business' 
which has been hitrusted to Ihem. 

f We are certain that our eondnct will not be. disapproved of ftgr fb« 
BKClDbly : as for tbe king, we are m>t his representatives. 
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tleeording to vktch this prince bad reoeit«d froin the pub- 
lic ti^itftiry, during the sbmrt adimiiifttration of M. Cfl>- 
lonnej above a miUioa sterling. The count^s debts Bh 
taoum^ to nearly as much, which could not be imputed 
-to M« Calonne ; for it was assoted and believed that hfe 
bad, with admirable generositj, urged, the king to pay 
them all, and as speedily as possible,, for this cogent rea- 
aan, that dieir speedy payment was of importance to the 
prince's tranquiUky^ 

If it were not a general opinion that princes very sd^ 
4om have friends, it might seem surprising that no one 
represented to the comte .d^Artois How exceedingly im- 
|K>liti6 his profusbn was at a period when the people were 
burdened with taxes, and when* such general discontent 
prevailed in the nation ; particularly when it might with 
equal truth have been rej^resented, how infinitely be- 
coming it would be in bim,'by a retrenchment of his 
expenses^ to pay his creditors without any new burden 
on a nation already so heavily burdened. And such re^ 
trenchment to a man of his high rank ought to be a 
smaller sacrifice than to any other person; because aM 
essential pleastlres and gratifications he would continue to 
enjoy, and that Respect and precedence which others at<> 
tempt to purchase by profusion and ostentatious expense^ 
his high birth secured to hhn without them. 

It wiU not be thought extraordinary that the pensions 
were not precisely in proportion to the mierit of the peoi 
ftoner, or that, in the opimon of several, those who bad 
the largest were often the least deserving ; but there w^ 
reaiBoAs assigned for some which will seem singular even 
to thoee who are best acquainted with the manner in which 
^ueb rewards are generally distributed, particularly one 
which was 'stppcmited to a gentleman, because he.had been 
obliged to assign part of his revenues to his creditors till 
his debts should be paid ; and several persons were con« 
spicuous on this list who, according to the popular opinio 
en, deserved public reprobation or punishment more than 
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rewiun). tt «]^|M(fed bjr this n^jiiMEV ibiit 100^669 fiffii 
•Were distribujted in annual penttonft t^ fmbxvmtnf «! the 
4iptra vho had retired. Thb, tt wai thought, vai pqwig 
too mnch for an enlertatniiieQl whiab tbo iahabkaoti of 
Palis had prevtoasljr puvabMod at tho dogv of tbo theatre* 
Eighte^ miUioDs of livr^a were diatriboted iu ptn^ioMi 
among the military.. This (sum appaarad fo enoimoiio to 
one person, that he deelared that AJesaqder might bavo 
pensioned the officers who assbted hioi m tba Mnqiiast «f 
the world at no greater expense. Upon the whola, how- 
ever^ this artida was less disapprpvad of thai^ others, Tho 
indignatimi was highest agfdost eartain aourtisiv who oOp 
ver served in the armies, and certain favourites of both 
sexes who, previous to tha publicaUoQ of the negiatar, wero 
the objects of popular odium. 

- Many other c^rvations were made in the national as^ 
cembly, when this bunness of the.pehfiiooara was brought 
forward, which must have been mortifying tp tbo^of tham 
who were present. 

^ It is most hard,^ said one member, < that diose who 
are barely able to provide their families with the nosasv 
aaries of life should ba obliged to contribute to tha supers 
flttities of idle courtiers.^ ^ What renders it more mto* 
lerablf,^ observed another, < is, that those who live at tha 
expense of the. people look upon them with diad^n ; they 
consider them as an inferior race of hmngs, created to la- 
bour without enjoyment ; while th^ consider thamselvea 
as having a right to enjoyment without labour. To be 
able to count in their families a kmg line of indolent men, 
who cultivated no talent, and were entirely useless to the 
state, they call having ancestry ; and on this is founded 
their claim for pensions.^ < They hold down their.heads/ 
said a third, * when their pensions are mentioned ; but 
they all shew their faces again when they are to be paid.* 
A fourth said, < There are but two just titles to any sue* 
cour of tbb kind from the state ; one is, services render- 
ed to the country, and the other is unmerited poverty f 
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mA UiQ dia^ it i» to iiQ bop^ upproaches, Kt^bw^ V)tb* 
out thoM two MQitod* np iQiuii will ^ooqpt of 4 ponrion Snm 
gW(9n»Miit who would sffiw m 9\vkC 

The totia Uh of peQsioiia mounted t<>4bputa4^(HX^()0Q 
of Uvrm ThU afforded « fruitfid tbeme of dfo^m^tion 
ag9imt Uie wmt and ooimian* Thei« ir^re membwi> 
howQ¥er» wbQ had the <)oii?fige tq cqppoQ? th« pqwlar tfiih 
reot QO thi9 ooca9toii« The 4bb4 Maury apai^rted thut thi^ 
«muQ( w^ not surprimog} oo&Mderiiig tho immense nf-* 
19169 and fl^t$ which fiwee waa obliged to midntAtp* 
where 9uph numbera of wQuoded and aupeianiiiiated offi^ 
c^B retired from the servioe were to be prorided for. ^ It 
is wortb.y»^ oootiliited be^ < of a great aatioa Uke France 
t^ take generous care of its defenders i the assembly ought 
not narrowly to eanmine what those brave men have cost 
their eouatry : those brave men did not ealeulate what 
the service of their country would cost them. Do^ not» 
therefore, give them reeson to regret that they pbeed oon^ 
fidence in the generosity of the country they served,^ ^ 

The duke of LiiMicoutt observed, thai, of all the re^^ 
SQAireeq which the necessities of the slate obliged them to 
adopt, the most pmnful was a reduction of the rewards 
bestowed on merit* nod espemlly the merits of men of 
tibuuk profession^ emong wboofi the contempt of death waa 
so geiMyalt that it was scarcely considered by them as m 
virtue* 

These end similar observatbns prevented the violent 
redueUons at first proposed ; |ind a plan was finally a^ 
dopled, more conformable to justice as well as humanity ; 
for it was justly remarked, that even abuses of long stancU 
ing cannot be overset at once without injustice; and, 
however lightly such things are spoken of by those who are 
not to be personally affected by them,every plan for the 
?elief of the publict at the expense of any one class of the 
community, is an #ct of cruelty ; because the injury done 
to the sufferers is most exquisitely felt ; whereas the bene* 
fit received, being spread over the whole nation, \^ hardly 
perseived by any particular citisen* 

VOL. IV. R 



Digitized by 



Google 



In totrnqmenee of the cMdiiet nbfne MBtititMeAfM^thtf 
pftrt of CamiBSi s breach took phKe between him' and M.^ 
Necker; and the popularity c^ the hitter dedined from . 
that moment. The rererse ip^oald hare happened in Eng- 
hmd : Camas woold have loer popularity, and M. Niecker 
ipould not; because, although he was in some meastite 
duped in this negotiation, his character for fiiir dealing 
aid integriiy was not touched; And ki England the re^' 
potation of scmpulous honesty is not only neeessairy for 
maintaining pubKc confidence and popularity, but it is 
dmoslsuAdentofitselfwkhout any talent berides; where- 
as in France, honesty erdusiTely taken is not in such 
high estimation. What is the reason of this ? A Frendi* 
man would say^ perhaps, because it is more common ; but' 
this solution would not be thought satisfactory in Eng*- 
land^ It is poanbly owing to the French putting a guar i 
or estimation on certain gfittering quahlies which they 
themselves possess in a higher degree than their neighs 
hours ; each being prejudiced in favour of the staple com^ 
modity of his own country ; as an Engliih fanner prefers 
strong beer to Burgundy, and a French peasant,- Bor« 
gundy to strong beer. 

At this time there* was' some appearance of a ruptorer 
between Great Britain and Spain ; and the ministo' laid 
before the national assembly the preparaitibns which the 
king thought expedient, and the precautions he had taken 
on that occasion. This information gave rise lo various 
discussions, and at last brought on a debate on the im* 
portant question^ into whose hands the nation ought to 
intrust the power of midcing war or peace. 

One party were for placing it ki the hands of the king, 
and another in the national assembly. There, was no- 
thing very new in the arguments used by either. Those 
who supported the first opinion urged the example of Grei^ 
Britain, which enjoyed all the advantages of promptitude 
and secrecy that were attendant on this prerogative's be- 
h^ging to the king, and was protected from the inconve- 
niences by the privilege which the parliament retained of 
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rising the 8ubsidie& They at the same tiirie hintea at 
the immediate necessity of augmenting their fleet, and 
taking measures for protecting their colonies agains(t t\it 
itttenlpts of England. 

The other party spoke #ith contempt of the vaunted 
precaution of refusing subsidies, which, ihey said, like ' 
liiany other articles in the British cdnstitatibn, was more 
benefidial in appeatatice than in reality t because this con- 
troul^ although it might force the king to make a disad- 
vantageous pteace, did not prevent an impolitic dr unjust 
war, which, when once declared, must b^ carried on foif 
some Uitte at all events ; that to refuise silbsidies during a 
war would be refusing to allow the nation to defend it- 
self, and decreeing that all itil inhabitants and property 
sliould be submitted to the ptrwer of an ^nemy : of course 
subsidies never could be refused; At the s&nfe time they 
assert, that the British nation was too magnanimous, an(f 
too great lovers of liberty, to attack France at a time 
when, after the example which England had given, she 
waa struggling to establish a free government ; that, how-' 
^er i^reeable thftt might be to the selfish policy of some 
0th^ nations, it was repugnant to the generous chafaet^ 
of the English, whose love of general frcfedom surmounted 
all narrow views of interest tfnd of ancient prejudices. 

This ^uestion^ like every other of ctny importance that 
eam« beifore the asseitrbly,- waft disctissed in every publie 
garden, street, coffeehouse, tavern, attd private family In 
Paris. The public opinion, pronounced by the a#ful 
voice of a heated and tumultuous mfajority, againA this 
right being placed in the executive power ; aftd the li« 
berty of free discussion, the liberty of the press, and that 
general liberty which was then enjoyed in France, had • 
already produced one of the worst effects of slavery, name* 
ly, rendering it dangerous for individuals to use the free* 
dom said to be granted by expressing their genuine opi^ 
iiions,' when they were contrary to that which prevailed 
among the peo|)Ie. Those who spoke ih the natioi^al as- 
liembly in favbut of the king^sr prerogative, on this occA'^' 

4 ^ 
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Bion^ were Qot only exposed to the dmioroys bsulu of 
the people as th^y went to 9nd returned from it, but they 
were obliged to use addi^ess at the beginning of their 
speeches to engage the audience to allow them qiiietly t0 
proceed. It had been proposed that a manifesto or de- 
claration should be made by the assembly to all the na- 
tions in Europe^ that France was d^rmined gainst all 
augmentation of territory ; , never to attack her neigh* 
bourS| nor to wage any war unless forced to it in self-de-^ 
fence, and for the purpose of repeUi^g aggression. It 
was asserted tbal^ this declaratbn would prevent their be* 
ing attacked by Great Britain or any of Uie neighbpunng 
nations; of ^urse, that there was no need of assignin^^ 
the prerogative of declaring war to the executive rather 
than the legislative power» on account of the superior s^ 
crecy of the former ; since, if they had no w^Ts there 
would be no need of secrecy* 

Ikf . Iklalouet, who spoke with uncommon peqetn^tkm in 
favour of the royal prerogative pn this occasion, observed^ 
< that similar professions had often been made by other 
powers; and therefore, however much be approved of the 
manifesto which was proposed, he had greiit doubts of iti^ 
beii^ relied on by the other powers of Europe as a s^ 
curity for the continuation of the pacific conduct of Franf^e*^ 
He observ^, that we were informed by history, ibat fpee 
staters were a3 liable to make wars of ambition af the most 
despotic. He aaserjted, that the only pow^ in Eun^ 
who» during the present century, had m^de no war^ but 
gf a defensive nature, was the grend sigoior; thattbet 
kings of England} since the year 1688, had never bcigun 
a single war but in consequence of the declared wishes of 
the nation; and in some instances the indinalionof the 
king and his ministers for the continuation of peace wag 
reluctantly broken on account of the dampur of the mer« 
chants for war : that though it was true that the late 
American war was put an end to by a vote of the House 
of Commons, it was equally true, diat it had been begun 
in consequence of an act of parliament to which the Ame» 
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rieaAs refbM) to submit. He adckd^ thftt FMtice had not 
entered into the late American war in obedience to the 
will itf the king, though he was then absdatet but in 
^sonsequ^nce of the minister's being pushed to it by the 
general wi6h ot the people. And^ on the whole, he con* 
cludedj that it was dear, that, nnce the Itoinan repuUic 
ntitil the moment he was speaking, free states were as fond 
of war as despotic ones, and subjects as eager for it as theit 
ibovereignft, very little benefit was to be expected ^m the 
proposed matiifeisito. 

This consideration, thi^ a disposition for war has exists 
ed in all nations and in every form of government, not* 
withstanding of alt mankind being convinced that war ia 
a losing game even to conquerors, inclines some people to 
think that man is by nature a Jighting MiiMlf who takee 
pleasure in war for its own sake. If this be the case, we 
need not be surprised that all the reasohitigd of philoso« 
phers, and all the sermons of pfeadhefs against it^ have 
had no more effect than the same meaOs when employed 
to convince men of the huftfal tendeney of sottae of their 
other pleasures, and to persuade them to relinquish 
them* 

As Mirabeau generally took the popular ilide of a qties^ 
tion, and Malouet that which his understanding approv-^ 
ed, without regarding whether it was popular or not, they 
were often in opposition to each other. On the occasion 
above mentioned, however, Mirabeau joined Malonc^, a»« 
sisted him against the torrent of prejudice, and with man« 
ly eloquence unfolded the mischief Which he was persuade 
ed would arise fk^m depriving the ^ecutive power of the 
prerogatives of declaring war and making peace. They 
were, after all, obliged to acquiesce in a kind of middle 
plan, prcqposed by M» Alexander Lameth; which, after 
being amended by M. Freteau and M. Desmeunier, was 
decreed in the following words.-*** Le droit de la paix et 
de la guerre appartient a la nation : la guerre ne pourra 
£tre decid^e que par un dbcret du 0orps Icgislatif, qui sera 



Digitized by 



Google 



S^ nxw OP tHi( 

rendu 6Ur la propositipo formelle et neeeuake du roi, -eft 
ensaite saoctionne par sa majesta.^ * 

As this decree left to the king the prerogative of aiw 
nouncing to the national assembly the necesaty of war 
and peace, which could not be at all deliberated ou by 
them until h^ laid it before them ; and as, after the go- 
vernment came to be in some degree settled, it was nar 
luraily supposed that his majesty would have consider^ 
able influence on the decision of thp question ; those who 
supported the royal prerogative were not so completely 
defeated on this occasion as the populace imagined ; who, 
9B soon as the decr^ was passed, celebrated it as a vic- 
tory with all their usual demonstrations of joy* Some 
thought the joy ridiculous, and considered those as a par^ 
pel of dupes who looked on this as a triumph. 
. Without examining whether the popular party had 
gained a victory or not, we cannot think the people were 
duped who rejoiced as if they had ; for, as the only f n^ 
joymeot which the people of any nation derive froip the 
most indisputed victories they ever obtain consists in the 
fxultation, iUuiaination, an4 intoxication of a public re« 
joicing, it does not seem to be ill judged in them to se*^ 
cure these at all events. 

Even the EngUnh people, though not so apt as thcf 
Frfsnch to be thrown ipto transports of joy, are sensible 
of thiflf, and never allow any th^ng that can be ^pstri|e4 
into a victory ^ escape without a public rejoicipg. ^xkdi 
as real victories have i^ot occurred of late so often ^ could 
be wished, if ^ucfa afi account has sometimes bf«n giyeii 
of defeats that they passed for victories, and ^[lade the 
people rejoice, if hp pan t)lam^ the fabqcatcnrs of so benen 
volent a fraud i 

* The riglit of declaring war and concluding peace belongs to the na^ 
tion : wair cannot be. detided on but by a decripe of thelei^tlatire body* 
j|i consequence of a formal «.nd ncceMary proposition made to them bj 
|hf king, which must be. afterwards eanci^oned by him 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Prepart^ions /or ihe Cerpnony of the Confederation^^Duke of 
Orleans returns to Paris — Offence taken at the manner ofdU" 
tribuiing Tickets-^Ceremony — Jealousy and Misunderstand' 
ing between the Officers of the Troops of the Line and the No* 

' tional Guards^-^An Insurrection at Nancy — M. de BouittS 
ordered to march to thai Tonm^^Heroic Action of a young 
Officer'^Brea^ful Scene of Slau^er^^Effect it produced at 
the Capital* 

^^\r9L a Tsew tto nak« a deep and laating inapressiofi <m 
the public mtad* and to connect the i:evolutioa with agrees 
able, magnificent, and rdigious sentimenits, a great pub.^ 
lie eeremony had been in preparation for some time. On 
this occasion the king, the national assembly, and the 
people wese to take an c^th to niaintaia the x^ause of li.* 
b^rty and the oonntitutioot of which the diief articka 
^ere already kjapwn. 

Another reason for this <;areniony was, that those pro« 
vinces which had enjoyed peculiar piivileges were sup« 
posed to be in&tated at their being deprived of them, and 
in hopes of having them restpred provided the new divi^ 
sion of Franpe into departments could be onrerset : it was 
therefore thought that so r^markkble a oekwuiony, being 
performed in each sq)arate department, would mark the 
division with force in the minds of the people; while 
making them all take the oaths to maintain the cpnstitu* 
tion^ of which the division into departments was an article, 
irould render them averse to any attempt that might be 
made to alter that arran^i^ement. 

. The 14th of July 1790, on account of its being thd 
anniversary of the taking of\the Bastale, was fixed upon 
for the day of this ceranony* and the extenrive plain of 
the Cbamp-de-Mars for the place in which it * was to be 
celebrated* It was thought expedient to shape the ground 
into an amphitheatre of such prodigious extent as should 
admjt ^be njuUitudp who were to be spectators of, or» a«* 
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oordiDg to the French phrase, to assist at, the cere* 
mony. 

Expectation was ivound up to a height that attracted 
numbers not only irom the distant provinces of France, 
but strangers from many othet countries of Europe : a- 
moog others tbe duke of Orleans, to whom a spectacle of 
this kind was a matter of the first importance. The idea 
of being absent from such an exhibition becoming in- 
supportable, he wrote a letter t» the preadenl^ which was 
read in the national assembly, announcing thatp the ob^ 
ject of his mission to England being now ended, he had 
laformed the king of his intention tai retiitti»»ihat he bid 
thought it proper to give the assembly Ae same HiiticeM^ 
adding that, if they should not Unilk it neocfeury to d^ 
lih^rate on the aubjeot, he ibcauld oosrider that m a pcr« 
mission for him to return^ The assembly threw their eyes 
on M. La Fayette ; but althoDq^h he bid primtely need 
n^ans to prevent the duke fhoai tflis atep^ h^ did not 
think proper to oppose it openly, and tbenlbre he deelaiw 
ed diat the teittoBS which had rendered thie didceliabe^ce 
from France expedient £d not any longer ekitt 

The partimbs of the duke of Orieans hidl been fbr som« 
time pressing him to retilni> and wek^ prepared to Him 
an outcry if it thould be resisted c the court therefore de« 
(dined any contest whidi might be attended with moM 
troublesome consequences than coukl result firmn the 
duke^s pi^esence^ especially as his popularity was consider^ 
ably dimimshed ; and many fadieved diat the eagerilesa 
he ahewed fior returning had no motive more profound or. 
dangerottf than his passion for seeing a fine ahow* Na 
olgection being made, the assembly passed to the order 
of the day, winch was construed into a permisfibn for his 
returning to Paris, and be returned aeoordiagly. 

But the fofmation 6f the anphttbentre for the confMier^ 
lion being a work ef immeftse labour, the PariSNms be« 
gan to be afraid, a month or lAree weeks previoufii to the 
I4th of Jaly, that it would not be ready so soon. The 
il^lntaiits of y iemmoir JUmdon nM^t have been oon^ 
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^jci^A lillldit the at>pt>ehmftidn df n %lm\\ali Yntsfi»tuiie by 
ilM yefledioli) diAt, if it dhoald ntdt be reftdy by the llth 
ci July, it would by the 14th of Aagttsl: but such 4 
edOdickf atton afforded Hd ^flilbrt to the Paririan« ; they 
hm M patiettte ^t the bare taeMtk>n of h ; it was like 
telling a company of children, when a feast of fruit and 
sweet-^tnetitd i^ rmidy to be served up to thetn^ that they 
sileiild have them on some future day. 1V> prevent sd 
dreadful a calamity, some of the most zelklous citizens o& 
ftred their gratuitous labour to accelerate the work ; the 
ApplMise they met with escdted "dthers to follow their exam^ 
lAe % and in a short time the san^e desire giowed in every 
bfeArt, i^f both se^es, every CMdition, and all ages. The 
field of the confcde»ftion beeaiAe the only place of public 
resort t Idl amusemetits and employtnents were neglected 
^ those of Hvielding the spade and the pick-axe, and the 
ttoM dts«tpal^ to#n in the worid became at once the most 
kboritcyufs. Every disttict Md cdrporatiott mar^alfed the 
vohititeers belonging to thetod under their respective ban- 
ilers, 4itid marched tfaein daily to the field. Various clufos^ 
iocieties, atid associations, in &ttcy dresses suitable to the 
work they were to be employed in, went Idso in proccs; 
Aon, preceded by musicians. Individuals in alt situations 
in life, and of all religious persuasions, Jews as well as 
Christians, soldiers atM) priests, sailors and monks, judged 
Mid dandtig-masters, bankers and beggars, poets, advo* 
eates, painters, actors, and tradesmen of every kind wel^ 
eeen woricing conlially together. There was as great a 
(fionfttsion of professions and trades at the ibnning of thia 
t$sme amphitheatre, as there wtoof tongues At the rear^ 
ing of the tower of Babel, but the firi^, instead of pre^ 
tentiOg, promoted the Work. Young wotien also of every 
denominatbn were daily seen tripping tx> the field with 
their gowns todced, and belt% of tire natbnai ribbon a. 
round their waists. There the lover wrooght by the nde 
of his mistress, enlivened by her smHes, and encouraged 
by the tune of Ca ira. 
Tbe d«y of ituch vast^xpeptiitioa at last arrived ; th^ 
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ampbitheatre wbb foraed with the altar ia the niii^i 
Ihe throoe of the king, a magnificent pavili<|n, and coaiaH><^ 
flious seati for the qiief n a^d rogral family, and the tri. 
unqphal arches through which the variouB proc^^ions were 
to pass, were finished only two hours before th^ prooes- 
sions began. 

At daybreak ih§ citizens began to flock to the amptiir 
theatre, which, it was s#id, was of sufficient eiitept to coa^ 
tain above three hundred thousand. 

On the preceding night some of the districts had distrie* 
buted tickets of admission to the wives and daughters of 
the most distinguished or most favoured citizens ; and no 
less than four thousand of the national guards wer^ order* 
$d on duty at the field of confederation. 

This produced discontent and murmurs. It was said 
that all the citixeps had an equal plaim to a place in the 
amphitheatre ; that those who went first had a right to 
their choice of every plac^, except such as were destined 
for the persons in some public office ; and the guards apr 
pointed on service at the Champ-de^Mars declared, that 
they Foiiild not oppose the entrance of any citizen wheth^ 
b^ had a ticket or not. 

When these declarations w^re known, the piunipipality 
thought proper to order it to be proclaimed in the middle 
pf thf^ night of the I8th, that the tickets which bad bee^ 
distributed were entirely useless; which made great num^ 
hers resort to the amphitheatre by break of day ; and tb^ 
guards, instead of exposing their entrance, endeavoured 
^o amuse them during ih^ long interval till the ceremony 
should begin, by military evolutif^is an4 ^^^nfinff the f^r* 
fnagnole on th^ pl^in. 

The great precision consisted of a band of m^sic, 9 
|)ody ^f the iiatipnal guards, cavalry as well as infantry, 
led by Mt La Fayette, and followed by the electors of the 
f;ity pf Paris— *t|)e principal members of the municipality 
r-the deputies to the national assembly— the deputies 
from one-half of the departments into which Ji'' ranee ha4 
|;»e^n div;ded«^a deputation from t^f army and flfet,^ 
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lieadcd Iqr two mardiali cif Fnmce— the df pu^e$ from tbe 
other half of the departments— and a body of horse and 
faot belonging to the national guards, with a b^nd of mu« 
sic, dosed the procession ; which was rendered mpre splen^ 
did bj the banners belonging to the various classes of 
which it was composed, and by the m^tial airs whieh 
were played in the intervals between the univjersal exclai; 
nation c^ Vive la Nation ! wbiph from ^ii^e to time pierce4 
the air* 

The different bodies which formed the procession had 
particuliar places assigned to thera« Those for the m^m* 
bers of the national assembly were to the right and left of 
the king^s throne* 

. Two hundred priests, dresned in garments of white Tin* 
en bound with the national coloured ribbons, stood on 
the i»teps of the altar, which had been raised for the pur^- 
pose of administering the oath, for which function the 
4X«imittee of the leommune appointed the bi^op of Autun^ 
A man of talents, and of one of the most ancient families 
in France, and a zealous promoter of the revolution. 

When he was about to celebrate the mass which prc^ 
ceded the pronunciation pf the oath, the sky be^me ob- 
scure with clouds ; a storm of wind took place, and was 
followed by a deluge of rain. In the brighjtest period of 
the Roman republic, this would bav^ put. an end to the 
ceremony; and even on the present occasion it was dif^ 
fetendy interpreted. The enemies of the revolution whi»> 
pered, that it was an indignation that heaven was displease 
ed at what was going on ; but others declared that, if 
heaven was displeased, it could only be at the number of 
aristocrates, who by their presence profaned the cere«i 
mony^ This interpretation would have gained more 
credit if the aristocrates QtUjf had been drenched in th^ 
rain. 

. The bishop proceeded to the celebration of -st|ie masa 
without any regard to the storm ; after which he pro- 
nounced a benediction on the oriflamme or royal standard 
pf Fran^iT, and on the eighty. three banners of the depaft^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



f68 VtSW W THS 

menu which waved aroond it iMmdliattly befbca Q»e al« 
tar. 

Cofisideritig how rnueh paim had bean talcea^ fiartiMu 
larly by aotne of the chief promotere of the tetoluttdtt, to 
eradicate religlouft Mitiaiedts fron the miads df the Ffeadi 
people, it seemi turpriiing that so niany raltgious aete 
were interworen with this eetemony. One part of thia 
(Conduct precluded the effect that seenii to have been ax« 
pected from the other, and was as preposterous as that 
monk^s reasoning who, preaching on the good produced 
by religion in the worhl, said» « Bnfifiy laea umi^ ttoua 
▼enons du n^ant, noos rentrons dans la nteat ; maia la re* 
ligion console de tout.^ * 

The king had been appointed, ftf that day only, su- 
preme and absolute commander of all the national gitiinla 
in France. He named M. La l^ayette as his delegate td 
perform the functions ; so that La Fayette was for this 
day not only eottimander in chief of the national gaaida 
df Paris, but high constaUe of all die arased laen in tfaa 
kingdom^ which probably was a greater number Aan ever 
h^ been in any kingdom in the worid befiyre. 

M. La Fayette, as their representative, todL the oath 
0rst When he left the bottom of the throne where he 
had hitherto stood, and moved towards the altai* for that 
purpose, the trumpets began to sound; a vast band of 
martial music continued to play while he ascended the 
ateps of the altar. In the view of the multitude wbofiiU 
ed this immense circus around, he laid the point of his 
sword upon the bible whidi was on the table of the aL» 
tar, and raising his other hand towards the sky, the mttsia 
ceased ; an universal stillness ensued ; and he pronouni# 
i^,-^< Nous jurons d^etre i jamais fideles f( la nation^ it 
la loi, et au roi ; de maintenir, de tout ootre pouvoir^ 
la constitution d6cretee par Tassembl^e nationale, et ae< 
0eptee par le roi.* f The trumpets beginning to sound 

* la short, voj frieikU, we eome fMm nothing; we an to retum to 
pnAihilation ; hut religion is a comfort in all cases. 
t We swear to be ever (althrul to the catipn^ U) the law, and to tfte 

kiog; 
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as soon «s he htA fiai^bed, wer« drowned in tbe ffxla- 
mation of Vive fo NQtian I 

AU the members of the national assembly then stand* 
iqg up» the president pronounced the oath in his own 
name and that of his brethren ; which^was in like manner 
followed by music and acclamation* 

When Uie king himself arose, a great body of the na- 
tional guards pressed near the throne, which they sur-> 
rounded with raised armSf while he repeated) < Moi, roi 
des Fran9m^ )e jure d^mplpyer tout le pouvoir qui m^est 
d^lcffue par la loi oonstitutionelle de Petati a maintenir la 
connitution d^cretee par Passemblce nationale et acceptee 
par moi» et a fwe ex^outer les loix,^ * 

A signal being giyen that the king had taken the oatb» 
the air resounded with alternate peals of artillery and 
diouts of the people ; and thus ended, a ceremony which, 
notwithstanding the good intentions of many who took 
the oath, has been considered as the grandest and most 
extenuTe act of penury that heaven and earth was ever 
witness to. 

The rain prevented the king from leaving the throne 
and walking to the altar, where it was expected he would 
have taken the oath* This circumstance was afterwards 
mentioned in the seditious groups in the Falais Boyal, and 
at the jacobin society, as a pro(^ of the king^s aversioa 
to the constitution, and his unwillingness to take the oath ; 
but only proves, what a variety of circumstances indeed 
demonstrated in the progress of the revolution, that there 
viras a disposition to calumniate the king, and pervert the 
most innocent and most natural parts of his behaviour in^ 
to crimes* 

It will readily be believed that the nevr order of thioga 
was not generally relished by the officers of the wcwsj^ 

kiog ; to maintain, to the utnost of oar |M>w«r, tlM coottltution daereo^ 
b/ tke natton>Uwipbly and accepted by tbe iUag. 

* I» king of the French, swear to employ all the power that is coa^ 
elgiled to me bj the constitutional law of the state, in maintaining the 
constitution which has been decreed by the national assembly, and ac« 
^epted fay lae i and I ewear to put tbe laws in executl^iw 



Digitized by 



Google 



ftfO ■ VIEW OF tm 

Most of tfien^ were prejudiced against the odkistitutidby 
as noblesse ; and, as soldiers, the formation of the nation- * 
al gufirds, and seeing meii of different, and in their esti- 
mation far inferior profesnonsy affecting the strut, assum^ 
ifig the command, axid exacting the respect due to officers 
of the army, was to them highly moitifjritiig^ 

The insulting vivadty of some young ofl9icenr #ho at-^ 
tempted to ridicule the air of those of the national guards, 
c«M»8ioned frequent quai^Is and sometimes duels, in 
^hich the htter proved, that^ if they were not equal tor 
the former in smartness of air and appearance, they were- 
however on a footing with them in point of courage. 

This discovery diminished the quarrels and the num-* 
her of duels,' but did not entirely removie the prejudice 
which the ancient miKtary officers had against these new 
national troops^ 

The same spirit did not actuate the contofon itoldiers or 
the army. Great pains had been taken from the begin- 
ning df the revolution to conciliate their minds to the new 
constitution. Those pains were not taken in vain. The* 
soldiers were as well pleased with the appellation of citi- 
zen UB their officers were averse to be put on a level withf 
the officers of the national guards : they soon became ir 
little intoxicated with the attention paid to them, and they 
daily acquired ideas inconsistent with the regularity and 
subordinationf which become soldiers. The offiiciers of 
courser endeavoured to correct this tendency to licentious- 
ness by every means they cotild devhe: among otherr 
they tried to alienate their minds from the new system, as* 
degrading to them as soldiers 1 they endeavoOred to keep 
them from mixing with the national guards, to introduce^' 
a stricter disciprine, and severer |>unishments, and gave 
the men to understand that this severity was in conformi* 
%j with orders from the national assembly. 

Such a spirit of discontent appeared in various divisions' 
of the army iti different parts of the kingdom, that Mira- 
heau, in conformity with that decisive conduct which hia 
genius always prompted on great and perilous occasions^ 
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fnbpc^ed that the army shoidd be entirety disbanded, and 
a h^ircfae levied and orgffirzed, on the principles of the 
cbnsCitution. Territed at the boldness of this measurey 
the assembly v^eeted it as rash and inexpedient. 

In no tnim belonging to Francfe were the opinions of 
the loltitRtants respecting the revolution in more violent 
oppdrition to each other than at Nancy, the datpital 6f 
Lorrain. 

The noblesse of this place were all averse to the rievow' 
Ifttion, the bourg^ecisie fatvoureld it The re^ments which 
ibrmed the garrison were partly Fretich and partly Swiss. 
The soldiers were taught by the citizetfs to consider their 
ofBcersi as aristocrates, tfs men who oppressed them, and 
who defrauded thetn of the arreiiirs that were due. 
Pamphl^ stating the grievances under whidh the' sol- 
diers laboured, and informing thenr of claims which they 
had a right to make, wer^ distributed among the regi- 
ments. By these means the men were at length excited 
to malce'a forhial demand of certain suttis whi'ch they as^ 
serted bad he^ lotig due to thenf i the* cothman'diifg oflS- 
<9er refused the demand, and threatened thoie i^ho made' 
it with punishment ; on which the men broke out into 
tfpenx insurrection, seized the military ch6st, and s6nt a' 
deputation from the different regiments to^ Faris to state 
the injustice which they said bad been done, and demand 
redress. 

But 8 statement of the trtosactions had been previous 
ly made by the commander atid other officers of the gar- 
rison,' which arrived at Farts, aifd was delii^ered 'to the 
fiiinistet of war, who gave such an account of the matter 
to M. Bully the mayor, as induced him to grant an or- 
der for arresting the' deputies fi'om the soldiers as soon aii 
they arrived. 

In consequence of a representation tnade to the nation^ 
al assembly by M. de la Tour du lE^in, at that time mini- 
ster of war, which stated the mutinous lengths to wbicfi 
the garrison of Nancy had proceeded, and the dangerous 
example they gave to the army, the assembly passed a 
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^fcree orcUring the marqvn^ d^ B<wUe, vho wna com* 
mandf r ia chief of ihq troops «t HfVf^ wd PQ all tbut 
frpotier, to wm'dti with a proper forcf ta ^an.9]f» fUK^ ta 
suppress th^ insurgents. 

M» d^ Bouill^ executed bis orders wiUi thQ inteU^gwce 
of an experienced officer who knows the mportfinw of 
promptitude in military mangeuvresa partictiliurljr «u^ M 
are directed against a mischief so apt to increase bj delay 
as mutiny- 
He arrived much sooner than w«f expected before 
Nancy» with an army composed of oatiood guards m weU 
as troops of the line. 

He^ifnmediately sent information that he came in obe* 
dience to a decree of the national assembly sanctioned by 
the kingf to re-establish order in the town of Nanc^r-^ 
that as a proof of their submissioni be exacted that 
Messrs. Malseigne and De Nouet two general officers 
whom the insurgents had thrown into prison, should be 
directly set at liberty and sent to him«^that fpi^r of th^ 
most criminal of each of the revolting regiments 8hQul4 
be delivered up to him* that they might he sent under a 
^ard to the national assembly tQ be judged hy them— 
imd that the garrison should immediately evacuate the 
town, aud wait his orders at a certain meadow mm it* 

There was some appearance at first that those ooodi* 
tions would be submitted to. MM. de Malseigne and 
de None, after a considerable, dispute l^mong the muu^ 
neers, during which both the gentlemen ran a great risk 
of being killed, arrived safe at M- de Bouill^^s army* 

But when the advanced guard were about to e^ter the 
town, the spldiers of the garrison who were stationed at 
the gate, suspecting that they were betrayed^ obstinately 
refused to obey those who had agreed to aooept of. the 
conditions ; on which they were joined by many who bad 
previously consented to ^bmi|. Some of the. garrison 
who wished to retire were prevented by those, who bad re* 
solved to resist ; and who, when summoned to submit by 
the troops now within thirty yards vf the gute^^ answered 
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with threat^i und prepured to' fire a cdnnon ohiirged with 
grape-shot upon the assailants. 

'^ J^ young oiHcer>of the name of Denlles, who belonged 
to the rei^me^t du roi, had been extremely aetive in his 
end?avoiiii<s to persuade them to submissdon. This young 
IBan» being shocked at the idea of that scene of bloodslied 
lif hich was about to commence, and inspired by heroic en** 
tbusiasm, threw himself before the mouth of the cannon 
as they were applying the match, exclaimingt — ^ Stop, for 
heaven's sake ! Those are your friends, your brethren, 
whdm'^^yoci are going to destroy s they are sent by the na- 
tional assembly ; shall the king^s regiment be dishonour-i 
ed ?' This prevented the immediate firing of the piiece^ 
Two persops., deputed by M. Bouille, threw their arais a- 
round his ne^k, and joined their efforts with his to pre* 
vent the oommenoement of hostilities. 

These deputies enl^red the town, carrying young D^ 
silles with them ; the troops of the garrison and those of 
M* de Bouille reinaihing in awful inactivity^ regarding 
each other with thceiatening looks till th4 ^fect of the 
message brought by the deputies should be known. 
. Instead of being agreed to,* the terms offered were re- 
jected ; the deputies were insulted and abused by the fu- 
rious council to. which they were presented. When the 
young D6silles saw this, he rushed again between the muU 
tineers and the advanced guard, aud fell pierced by se- 
veral musket-shot, while he was entreating both parties to 
abstain from mutual slaughter. 

The cannon charged with grape was immediately fired, 
accompanied with a discharge of musketry, which killed 
three officers and a considerable number of M. de Bouil- 
I^s troops ; others advancing forced the gate and entered 
the town. Many of them were killed from the windows. 
The insurgents, howevisr, were driven from house to 
housej and a dreadful scene of carnage ensued. Three 
hundred were killed or wounded ; four hundred were 
made prisoners with arms in their hands; the rest laid 
down^ their arms, and submitted to the orders of M. de 
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Boiitlle, who scMdt th«m under ^eseortft to AtBarerti gsrrU 
sons. 

The first accounts of these Iransaetions occasioned a^ 
mazeioent and sorrov at Paris. Those sensations ^nei^ 
liy die industry of the seditious, soon converted into rage 
agMnst M. de Bouille ; though, had he been less alert^ 
and had flie mutiny gaiified vigour in consequence of his 
inaetiTity, the same persons would in all probability havei 
raised an outcry against him for nol doing that wfaidi 
they now blamed him for having done. 
" Whatever regret the national assembly might feel at 
the vesult of this albir, they were not sd mucif.. affected 
by it, nor by the rage of the populace, as to be pi^vented 
from pnblicly approving the conduct of a man who had 
obeyed their ord^ with greater expedition And «fteacy 
than they had reason to expect. They voted the thanks 
of the assembly to M. de Bouille «nd the troops which 
served under him. 

This vote, however, did not dimimsh the rage of tlie 
Parinan populace, who loudly exdaimed against M. de 
BouilM for having shed so much blood, as they said, un- 
necessarily. Vast numbers assembled in the Palais Royals 
from whence they went, and, surrounding the hall of the 
national assembly, demanded his head, and thedismisrion 
of the ministers, whom they accused of having by asa8r&- 
presentations betrayed the assembly into the fatid decree 
under which he had acted. 

This spirit of sedition seemed to augment «very mo* 
ment, and would probably have produced very dreadful 
dSectff, had it not been for the steady conduct of M 
La Fayette and the national guards acting under his or 
ders. 
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AT. Jtfecher retires'^ilejlections on that EverU^^Inveteroiy qftke 
French against Ministers of State and EcdesiasHct-^^Long 
Habit more necessary to acquire ExceUence in boeUly than in 
mental Exertions^-The National Assembly insists that the 
King shall sanction their Decree, obliging the Clergy to take 
(he Oath to the Constitution-^The Pope disapproves of O^^ 
The Effect this has on the Minds of the Peo^^The Kin^s 
Attnts determine to kme France and go to Rome, 

Ju.« Nsiexisft, who had for some time seen the decline of 
hU populBrity, and had alretdj reoeiyed ieTeral mortify* 
ing proofs that his bfluence in the national assembly wa« 
greatly dtminishcd, became alarmed for has personal safe- 
ty; for in the popular outcry against the ministers, no 
exception was made in his favour. ;; He diougbt propers 
therefore, to send a letter with his resignation to the as- 
sembly, on the pretext that bis health riequired retreat 
. and country air. Immediately after it waa read, several 
members called for the orderof the day ; which is usuaU 
ly done ^^faen the matter actually under consideration is 
thought unworthy of their attention. 

M. Necker had lent abdre two millions of livr^sto the 
public treasury, which his friends had often advised him 
to withdraw and plAoe in greater security ; hut be bad 
always refused t and, on bis leaving Paris, he declared 
that he bad left that aum> with his hotel and furniture, as 
pledges for the faithfulness of bis administration* 

Several of the sections of J^ris actually assembled, on 
fwtpoBt to determine whether or not he ought to be per- 
mitted to leave the kingdom before bis accounts wereexa* 
mined and approved ; for be bad now so entirely lost his 
popularity, that those very Parisians who a few monthsT 
before had considered him as the guardian- angel of 
France, now questioned whether all the fortune which he 
(eft behind would indemnify the nation for the money of 
which be had defirauded it* But Mirabeau, Camus^ and 
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others, >ivho were fully cdnvinced of M. Necker^s integri« 
ty, and, sufficiently sensible of the mutability of public 
opinion, had long wished him out of France, interpbsed 
with the sections, and prevented any opposition from be- 
ing piade to his departure. 

• The calumnies of M. Necker^s enemies were not con« 
fin^d to Paris : they were circulated all over France. 
He had not proceeded on bis journey above forty leagues 
until he Was stopped by the municipal officers o£ a small 
town. They disregarded his passports^ and still more a 
particular letter from the king which he also shewed them. 
They insisted that he should remain where he was until 
they received instructions from ttiKt national assembly. 
He and Madame Necker, were accordingly guarded like 
state prisoners, until two deputies from* the municipality 
returned from Paris with the permission of the assembly 
for thdr lieing set at liberty. 

* Before they were out of France they were agun stop-* 
|)ed, not by the magistrates but by the populace of Ve- 
soul, who, after a ilumber of insults, examining their pa** 
pers and every at* tiple in their trunks, and dvtatning tfaem 
several hours iti the dt'ead of some greater violence, re-* 
luctantly allowed them to proceed on the journey at last, 
althdugb thiey could find nothing on which to found a 
pretext for detaining them. ^ 

In this maimer was M. Necker obliged to fly from the 
country^ where he had but a few months before been al- 
most adored — a man whose exile a short tkne before had 
excited universal regret ; who, although a Protestant and 
a foreigner, had enjoyed the confidence of the nation 
more than any Roman Catholic minister, who was also a 
native, ever had done : and, what makes the ciqpnciou^ 
fickleness of the French appear in a sronger point of 
view, is, that no change of system or political conduct on 
the part of M. Necker occasioned this sudden alteration 
of their opinion. Neither his fidelity nor his diligence 
was ever called in question ; and there is strong reason 
for believing that his earnest wish and supreme ambition 
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w€re to arrange the finances of France; to estahli/^,:a 
government free irom the tyranny of the old one, and 
which should guard with impartiality the liberties of the 
people and the dignity of the crown. The great error 
into which both he and the nation fell, but for whiclii he 
was more excusable than the nation, was imagining , that 
he had genius and talents to accomplish such an under- 
taking : for, however strange it may seem, nothing is 
more certain than that the public over-ra'ted M. Necker^s 
abilities as much as he himself did. But so many of 
mankind think highly of themselves without. any other 
mortal to keep them in countenance, that the man who 
has an exalted notion of bis own abilities, knowing that 
the world in general are of the same way of thinking, 
inay be excased, although both he and, the world are mis- 
taken. M* Necker is accused of being QStentat|ous and 
vain ; but if a man maintains perfeiqt integrity towards 
the public, is benevolent towards individuals, .fulfils the 
relative duties. of life conscientiously, and strives to be 
useful to mankind, is it npt ungenerous t^ insist so much 
on his vanity ? Would it not be fortunate for mankind, 
if many more of them bad the same kipd of vanity ? 

The uprightness of mep^s. intentions seldom saves them 
from the eomijty of thos^ who thipk they have.sufiere(i 
by their ipeasures. M. Necker h^s been abused by one 
party in France for attempting any aJterat^PQ whatever 
in the government ; and by another, for not pushing re- 
formation, much farther than he . did ; and that nation in 
general, after having ranked him among their ablest po- 
liticians and greatest ministers^ seem now tp consider him* 
as little above the level of common banj^ers or cpmptrol- 
,lers of finance. ».; 

It has been often observ^, that great opcasions and 
hazardous situations have a tendency to create and de- 
velop talents ; and of course that times of revolution and 
important struggles in states are the most productive of 
great men. It is asserted by some, however, that this 
^rench revolution fprpis a couttadictipn to the ^en^ral 
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bbsenration respecting the tetkdencf df revoliitiODS) mu^ 
touch as, although it has cKcaskoed a lotig and severt 
struggle, and given nse to very great crimes, yet it baa 
not prcxloced one man vrho can be with propriety called 
greats even allowing that wiekedneiis did not preclude 
from the title. 

Without entering into that discussiov)!, it must be ac^ 
knowledged that, if the French revolution has not given 
^ise to any great men, it has had an e&ett more exttaordu 
nary and unexpected ; having enUrdy overset and anni« 
hilated the greatness of more men than any other revolu* 
tion ever did^ To enumerate instances would be eqalllly 
superfluous and invidious ; as, without including the great 
. men of f*rance itself whom the revolution bfts converted 
into little men, the recollection of every reader at all ac« 
qualnted with the modem history of Europe, must furnish 
instances of generals as well as of statesmen, who wefe 
supposed to have secured ample and consjifcuoiis places in 
the gallery of fame, but whose greatness has dwindled so 
wonderfully in the course of this revolution, that it is now 
generally believed they will be exhibited only na minia* 
tures. So that, in the loss of the admiration he at one 
time possessed, M. Necker has many felfow^ufferers. 

Except the clergy, ho set of men have been treated with 
so much severity by the French since the revolution as 
their ministers of state. It would seem as if that people 
had conceived a rancour against all who presumed to go^ 
vem either their souls or bodies. In this, as in many 
, other particulars, their conduct is the reverse of the Eng- 
. lish, who have always behaved to their clergy with the 
respect due to their characters and sacred functions; have 
on all occasions heaped riches and honours on those 
statesmen, whose fortunate or wise administration haa 
rendered the country prosperous; and in many instances 
have behaved to those who from negligence or error have 
involved it in distress, with a degree of patience and foiv 
]bearance which astonishes all other nations^ 

M» La Tour du Pin was oUiged to resign soon after 
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die rdtcctti of M. Necker* His example was foHowed by 
ail hk coUedgues in adminislnkticmy except M« de Moat- 
moriti. M. Delessatt^ the disdpk 9iid friend of M. 
.Necker, was joined to M* de Mootmorin as part of the 
new administratioii. Both were meb of prindpley though 
aeitfaer wefe popular; and both afterwards were the tic- 
timsof popular rage aittd cruelty.: M« Ddlessart^ with the 
priecmers from Orleans who were slaughtered at Versailles 
.without having ever bad any trial ; M. de Montaaortn at 
Faris^ after be had been pnii and aoqmtted. 

No^Qg is a more general subjed; of ridicule than fc(r 
jasople who have not been br^ to a particular profession 
io pcesun^e to have knowledge in it^ or to hold opinions 
4;ontrary to those of men of the profesnon who are sup- 
posed to have studied the subject. The iblly of this is 
pretty universally allowed wb» the case is stated in ge- 
joeta} ; but it is astmii^ing what a number think thctn« 
eelves individually exceptions to the general riile^ and 
make no scruple of disputing with a physician on medi- 
ndnC) with a barri3ter on law^ or even with a dergyman 
on divinity 4 while they laugh at any other p^son who 
like themselves has not been educated to those professions 
-for doing the same. The maxim, Ne sutar tdira erepidam, 
jseems morejust) however, when applied to snob profess 
flioDs as require mechanical exertion only, than when apr 
-plied to such as require exertions of the mind : for long 
habit is more necessary for the attainment of excellence 
in the mechanical arts, than in those which depend on the 
power and extent of the understanding. A man, how^- 
^ver ingenious, who would attempt to make aeommon 
ehair without having been bred a carpenter, would cer*. 
•tainly succeed much worse than one accustomed to the 
•trade, though far his inferior in ingenuity ; because the 
power of using the fingers and applying the tools with 
xlexterity is to be acquired by frequent use and long ha^ 
fait only. The experience of every person who can write 
4s a strong proof of this ; and though a man has been 
making usp of hii fingers all his life, and can dp it w^th 
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dexterity to some particular purposes, yet when he ap- 
plies them to a purpose he never before attempted, he 
will do It clumsily until he has rendered them pliable and 
obedient to his intention by habit. But the mind is 
more fle^itible' than the muscles. A man who has been 
in the habit of reflecting aiid reasoning all his life will 
reason better, even on a new subject, than another of a 
narrower understanding who has been accustomed to in- 
vestigate it. Few things are supposed to require a 
greater number of talents, ind more strength of under- 
standing, 'than the art of' commanding an army and con- 
ducting a campaign ; yet the late' American war and the 
present war with France in a still more striking manner 
demonstrate, that it is not absolutely necessary to be bred 
to the military profession to enable men of great natural 
acuteness and strong understanding to excel in it 
' The business of a statesman is thought, above all others, 
toTeqiiirei superior talents and much experience ; yet the 
first have been found to succeed without the second. In- 
stances might be given of the affairs of- a great nation be- 
ing conducted fer a series of years in the most prosper- 
ous manner by men of little or no experience, and whose 
measures were not rendered more prosperous by experi* 
ence when it was acquired. From the behaviour of the 
Frencfaat this time, a man might have been led to infer 
jthat it really was their opinion that experience was rather 
detrimental to a statesman ; for the members of the na- 
tibnal assembly who had least experience in affairs of 
state were convinced that they could govern the country 
better than the ministers; and the coffeehouse orators, 
the groups of the Palais Royal, and people in the tri- 
bunes, who had no experience at all, seemed fully per- 
suaded that diey could form better decrees than the mem- 
bers of the national assembly, who had had the experi- 
.ence of two years. The severe decrees which the assem- 
bly passed against the clergy, however, were so far from 
being of the number of those which displeased the peo» 
pie, that they were (he most approved of; and \p must 
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seein surprising tbat a class of men, distinguished for 
their power over the minds of the people, should have 
' lost it so completely at a period when it was so miicli 
their interest to retain it In vain did the moderate paxt 
of the national assembly represent those decrees as un* 
just; and in vain did some insinuate that they were im- 



The .violent harangues 9f those who were inveterate 
enemies of the cliergy, made more impression on the minds 
of the populace than all the remonstrances of the others ; 
which was probably owing to the small hold that rcflijpous 
sentiments had on the minds of a certain portion of the 
people ; from another portion considering the cause of re- 
ligion and the pecuniary interest of the clergy as uncon- 
nected ; and, thirdly, from the demagogues representing 
that by the decrees in question the people would reap 
immediate benefit ; whereas the benefits which the clergjr 
held forth to them as the consequence of opposing those 
decrees, were to be reaped at a distant period and. in an. 
other world* 

It had been enacted in July 1790, that every beneficed 
clergyman should take a solemn oath to be faithful to 
the nation, the law, the king, and to maintain the new 
constitution, particularly those decrees which regarded 
eocleuastics. This regulation, hbwever, hitd not been 
strongly enforced, and was in a short time almost en- 
tirely negllected ; but when- the clergy were imiversally 
accused of counter«-revo]utionary practices, it was resolv. 
ed that thjs decree should be executed with rigour all over 
the kingdom; and that those who refused or neglected 
to take the oath should be ejected from their benefioeS| 
and suffer other penalties. 

It would have been more prudent as well as more equi- 
table to have appointed no penalty or punishment, except 
to such as actually excited the people to insurrection. 
The exacting such an oath unquestionably was persecu- 
tion ; and it produced the effect which persecution never 
fails to produce: H roused the spirit of enthusiastic riB> 
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'shtmce^ Ser^ral ceclemsties who itnDuU bma Biii^ 

«jCo the eonstitutiod, and refrained from any aetiiieparl a*- 

.jgain^t it, eould not prevail: on themselvei to take this 

^lOQtb. ^me who would have hstd no aorupte in takbg it 

-from any coosciendout or pious nigtivey refuMd ; bccaitae 

-jthisy could not hear the idea of pasang for fcaM^niiilidcd 

lime-servers, which they ima^n^d they should be dees^- 

'0dy if they took it in the present eireuttiMiictff. Many 

"waited till they should be inftMrmed of the p)pe\ decisimi 

;before they determined whether they dhottid take or rr* 

fuse the oath* The king himself bad deliiyed to sanction 

this sev«r ^ decree till he should know his hdiness^s ap*- 

•probation ; which Cardinal Bernis, the kin^s ainbasaador 

at Rome, was instructed to apply for. . 

This was a requisitbn which it cannot b^ thought the 
ambassador would be very eager to urge, or the pope very 
{irompt to grant) in the manner expected by the national 
Assembly. 

In the meanwhile^ its the disturbances in die paovinees 
augmented, and were generally imputed to the manceavres 
4)f the clergy, the national assembly appointed thi^ their* 
president should wait on the k^ng, and requin hig rea^ 
ftf>ns in writing, signed by himseif and countersigned by 
the minister, of the delay in sanctioning the decr^ : on 
which the king thought proper to sanction the decree 
without waiting for the approbation of his holiness; and 
^ the same time he wrote a very complaisant letter to the 
>i»sembly^ in which he declares that his only reason fc»r 
having delayed i^nctioning this decree against the clergy 
was, an earnest wish that some less severe measure could 
Jhave been devised ; and that he agreed to it then, in the 
hopes that his shewing the world that he and the national 
.assembly were of the smne sentiments would preclude fu* 
lure resistance to the decree, and quiet the agitation of 
people's minds on that subject. 

It is evident, however, from this very answer, that the- 
king and national assepnbly were not precisely of th^ ^me 
oentiments^ 
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The pope aoon afterwards dedbied hk dbapprobatiott 
of the oath ; wbicE determined many of the dei^y to re* 
fuse it who had renuuned until then ia atupeose; but did 
not preTent all those who refused the oath from; being cw 
jected.from their benefices^ and. others appointed in tUeie 
stead. 

As the oath was considered by some as p^urj, being 
in their ojnoion a breaoh of that which they had taken at 
Ibeir ordination ; and as the pope had now dcdared his 
positive disapprobation of it, a refusal of it by Beman Ca« 
tholic clergy, in a Roman Catholic coantryy could nof^ in 
candour, be eiMistl-Qed into a progf of a seditious ^irit, or 
of idbellious designs i^ainst the existing government ; and 
therelbre the cruelty and injustice of depriving them ol 
tbeir livings for reiiising it appears in a striking lights 
particularly as some of the clergy ^ered to overleap o# 
ther difficulties, and take the oath, provided it should not 
be conitrued so as to knply their admission of any spirits 
ual authority in the assembly. But even this s^lvo was 
refused to them. 

The enfotcing of this decree was a source of unhappi^ 
ness not only to the excluded clergy but likewise to the 
most pious of the people, whose consciences did not per-* 
mtt them to receive the sacrament at the hands of priesta. 
whom tbey thought unworthy of administering it; for 
the pope^s interdiction, which was treated with contempt 
by the licentious populace of Paris, was viewed in a very 
serious light by the sober and superstitious peasantry of 
the provinces^ When it was urged to one of them that 
be ought to have no scruple at receiving the sacrament 
from a priest who bad takep the oath, since the king him*- 
self had sanctioned thedecree,-^-*^^ My body,' said the pea« 
sent, * belongs tp the king ; but my soul belongs to the 
pope/ 

In the full persuasion that so valuable a part of his 
property was at the pope^s disposal, it is not surprising 
that this poor man was cautious of doing what his holi- 
Pfsss disiE^proved of. But, laudable as this peasant's coo^ 
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duet was> what is recorded of another is still more praise* 
worthy, and infinitely "more disinterested. One of hiS'Ueigh-^ 
hours having reproached him for having had his child 
baptized by a priest just established in the parish, who 
had taken the oath, instead of applying to the former 
cure who had been ejected : < Why, my child seemed 
very weakly,' replied the peasant ; ^ and I was so much 
afraid of its djring without baptism, that I took the first 
priest I could get to secure the poor infant's soul at all 
events/— >< But after what the pope has declared,^ said his 
neighbour, < does not your own soul run some risk, for 
having employed one of jthose impious priests who disobey 
his holiness f* — * I have time to repent and get absolu- 
tion,^ rejoined the peasant ; ^ whereas my poor innocent 
babe was in danger of slipping off in an instant without 
baptism or any chance of salvation/ ^ 

The view^of the national assembly in enforcing the oath, 
and in ejecting from their benefices all who refused it, no 
doubt was to deprive those persons of the government of 
the church who were disafiected to the revcdution, and to 
place it in the hands of men who could have no h<^s of 
reta^ining their situation but by supportiqg it Neverthe« 
less it seemed impolitic to strike at the whole body of the 
clergy at once, and so unite in one common cause four 
distinct sets of men who acted on very difierent principles 
from each other, namely, those who objected to the oath 
from motives of pure piety; those who objected, from 
strict notions of church authority ; those who, without 
having much regard for either, bad a persuasion that the 
government would soon be restored to its ancient channel; 
and, fourthly, those who had a repugnance from taking 
the oath, merely because they knew it would be imputed 
to mean and interested motive^. 

Of one hundred and thirty-one bishops, two or three 

* Before the revolution it was a received opinion eyen axnong the po- 
pulace, that the ceremony of baptism ia valid although performed by a 
heretic ; but at this period some of the peasantry were made to believ^ 
l^at to einploy a priest who had- t«kep U^ oath& vras a moit^i mb« 



Digitized by 



Google 



tNiIy w^te prevailed on to eo&fona to the decree of the 
•ssembljry and pce8er¥Q« their bUhopricks at the expense 
of tidcing the oatb. All the rest were ejected from their 
benefices. 

So striking an act of severity against a body of men of 
«udi importance, and of an order who have had the most 
powerful influence on the min^sof the people, might have 
h&m dreaded by any gsivemment, but particularly by one 
80 loose and unsettled as that of Fr^mce at this time. 

The sending of five bishops to the Tower in the year 
1688 shocked the English nation to such a degree, that it 
fiicilitated the ^revolution, and prepared the minds of the 
people for the exclusion of King J^mes, which followed 
aooB after* That infatuated monarch, it is true, raised 
the spirit pf the people against him not only by attacking 
their religion, but also by endeavouring to force upon them 
another religion which they detested ; and the last^per- 
haps created full as much indignation as the former. 

This is an errwr of which the leaders of the French re- 
volution cannot be accused ; for, although all of them have 
in some degree contributed to weaken the national attach- 
ment to their old religion, none of them have taken pains 
to introduce a new one. Yet after all that has been so 
triumphantly deciainied and written by tliem against their 
bishops and priests and monks, and the religion which 
they taught, it does not appear that the minds of the pec^ 
pie are much enlightened, their manners more amiable, or 
the national cl^mater greatly improved by the abolition of 
all those abettors of ignorance and erro];. 

The king^s two aunts, the only remaining daughters of 
Lewis XV, noiwoonsiderably advanced in life, bad been 
long distressed. at the innovations of which they had al- 
ready been witnesses, and alarmed at the thoughts of others 
which they dneaded. Notwithstanding their having been 
bred in a licentious court, and witnesses of the profligate* 
life of their father, they both entertained strong sentiments ' 
of devotion. Lewis. XV himself had been a constant at- 
.tender on. p^ibUc worship^ assiduous in private acts of de- 
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votioii» ihd a sincere MUff«r ki ChristiMii^ ; eUL^kaih^ 
irnhed to oompoand (or was the priribgaof infapgiMg km 
precepts ; and that only during those periods in vfaich hm 
ivas in good health ; for it appears that when he was ill at 
Metz» ajad at other intervals of severe indiaposilioiiy he 
was prevailed upon by bis confessor to disntss fais mis* 
tress, and, notwithstanding his high iwak, to live in the 
same .degree of temperance and self-detiial that codd hmrm 
been expected from any common sick person ; so that, on 
the whole, he considered himself bm a tokraUy good 
Christian. The princesses, who eould not alter tlie con.* 
duct of their father, had always lamentedp it, and prac*- 
fised the precepts cattle religion in whidi he only believed. 
They were now excessively shocked at the cruelty sritii 
which the ministers of religion were tretfted, and that «i« 
niversal disregard of all religion which prevailed in France ; 
but when they understood that his hoHaess had openly 
declared against theoath which the national assembly were 
enforcing, they began to think that not their lives only, 
but also their salvation, would be in danger by th^ re* 
maining in a country where such impiety was tcderated^ 
They therefore informed the king that they intended to 
leave France, and go to Rome, where under the pope'l^ 
protection they might be peaceably dlowiedtoexerdsedie 
duties^ and enjoy the consolations of dieir eeli^oR. Th& 
king endeavoured to dissuade theni Aom this journeys 
lilt did not think it proper to put any constraint upon 
them when he found that they pernsted in their iateiu 
tion* • 

The populace of Paris were i^ot so indulgent as the 
king. They now thought that they had a right to inte»* 
fere in all state affairs, and also to consider whatever they 
plea^d as an affair of state. A numerous depu4»tion from 
that body of females known by the name of Dames de la 
' Halle^ waited on the princesses at Bellevue; and, in the 
expectation that they would obtain what had been refused 
to the king, communicated to them the reasons which in 
th^r opinion ought to determine the princessen not to quit 
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1^ kkigdiMk This dbputatiM probably h i t te ned the«kM 
parture of the princesses, who set out cm thmr jotinie<f 
very soon afterwards. 

Thb was no sooner known at Paris than it excited a 
commotion far greater tlnit could hav0 been naturally ex* 
peistedirom the oeeatknifr ' 

A rtinour haim^ been Mf^ead that mmuieur the kiog^s 
biNotber, aadJiis p rin o iw^ intended to follow his aantsi a 
multitude imraibled at the paiaee of the Luxeqi^xNsr^ to 
entreat him to stay. He thought it expedient to appear 
aOMVlg tihem, and assure them that he had no intention 
6t leaving Paris ; adding, that he never would quit hn 
fellow-citizens : from which it may be concluded, that he 
did Bot consider the inhabitants of Paris as his fellow-ci- 
tisens ; for he secredy quitted them sometime after, and 
has not returned to them since. 

When the two princesses arrived at Moret, the muni* 
dpality of diat place thought it improper to allow them 
to proceed any farther until a deputation should be sent 
to Paris, to know whether <Mr not their journey was ap- 
proved of by the tfaUonal assembly. 

The princesses would have been obliged to remain at 
Moret tiH the return of ihni deputation, had not a detach^ 
n«itof hnissars which arrived about thtsirame time thought 
that they had as good a right to decide on this subject as 
die minicipaiity of Moret ; and thiey determined that die 
princesses should be allowed to go when they pleased^ 
The princesses proceeded accordingly.* But ^hen they 
arrived at Arnay-le-Duc, the municipality of that place 
were of the same opinion with that of Moret; and the uti« 
fortunate ladies were under the necessity of remaining 
there Until' the na^onal assembly should be consulted. 
The ambassadors from Arnay-le-Duc came to the bar Cf 
the fiatc^iMil assembly at a time when, as it would appiear, 
the members were much in the humour of debating, and 
greatly at a loss for a subject. After a warm discussion of 
«ianylio«in9, it was "finally decreed, that the tWo old ladies 
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la^bt GXHitinue their journey Uf^ Borne witbwl bfHrnt 



CHAPTER XXIL . 

Death and Character of Mirabeau^'Tn^rrection of the Popidac& 
i^ ParU'-^ChemUers du Poignard^^The Roffol PatnH^ shpped 
tatkey were going to St, Cl&ui-^ReflecHonS'^Eapcesswe Inso^ 
knee of^he Eabble-^SoeUtf^FMemeOe'^IMeU. 

' Abovx this time S^irabeau died. He bad h^e^ prevent* 
ed frqm appearing in the ijational assembly for some Ui^e 
by a sudden decline of his bodily strength y but his mind^ 
retaining its vigour to the last, ivas occupied during fiis 
confinement on the public concerns. Even on bis death-^ 
bed he dictated his thoughts on a subject then under dts« 
cussion by the assembly* What he bad dictjated was read 
to the ass^b^ by the bishop of Autun on the vetry day 
that the death of Mirabe^u. was^nnouBce^. 

The excesses in ivhich he .had indulged overcame the 
force of a' very vigorous constitution, and hrimght hiaa to 
his grave at the age of fortyrtwpk 

His mind w&s vigorous, ^lyprehenslve, and acut& 
With the quickness of thought, variety, of ks^ovl&ig^ 
and happiness of expression which constitutes eloquence^ 
he also posse^^d that power, of voice which is necessary to 
give it full effect ia a numerous assembly. To a talent for 
repartee he joined the powers of profound reasoning : so 
that he was equally prepared, to disconcert his 9p|x>neat 
with sarcasTOy or to refute bun by the fprce of e^gmpent.- 

Although his features were harsh and his person dlum* 
sy^ he had the art of rendering himself agreeabk to women 
i— ^an art which he too often used to libertine purposes, 
and as it is asserted, with greater 'success then many 
whose intentions were equally prpfligates ,:and tbm per- 
sons better formed for seduction. 

His excessive love of pleasure would have tended to 
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Yender him completely dimipated, and of ooune left him 
ignorsDt, had he not employed the long intervals of con* 
finement and retirement that hia dehauches and his want 
of money obliged him to, in studies which, with better 
health and more riches, he would have ne^^ected. 

Had he become an early favourite at court, and been 
placed in those high and lucrative situati^ms that his birth 
and talents gave him a claim to, he might have been sa- 
tisfied to have remained a mere courtier, and supporter oC 
that oppressive and arbitrary system, against which he 
inveighed so violently and which he attacked with such 
energy* His tedious imprisonments and the hardships 
he suffered, sometimes in consequfnce of his own irre« 
gularities, and sometimes from the tyranny of others, in- 
^ired him with sympathy for the oppressed, hatred 
against lettres de cachet, an unconquerable aversion to 
tyranny, and a fervent desire of establishing freedom in 
bis native country. . 

As Mirabeau was a man of violent passions, he was on 
some occasions carried by bis resentment to oppose the 
measures of the ministers which his judgment approved ; 
and on other occasions there is reason to believe that he 
accepted of considerable sums from the court to support 
measures in the national assembly, which, independent of 
that circumstance, he would have supported as agreeable 
to his own political principles. The question on the king^s 
absdule veto— for the ministers being members of the na« 
tional assembly«^and some others, in favour of which he 
spoke with great ability, and at the risk of his popularity, 
were of this nature* This conduct was no doubt highly 
unbecoming, and gives some ground for the idea which 
n«iy entertain, that he was as corrupt in politics as pro- 
fligate in private life. It does not appear, however, that 
he ever lent his aid to any public measure inconsistent 
with his own ideas of liberty, and his avowed love of a 
monarchical form of government limited by law/* 

* It ]» recorded of the famous Marshal Turennt* that when he com* 

inanded the French army in Germany, ^epuliaa frooi a csrtahi 4own came 

VOL. IV. T *o 
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Mirabeau hUs' been represented in the bliickest 'md 
most disgusting colmirs ; but these accounts are to be re- 
eeit^ with caution and reserve; for, as few men have 
ever united in their character so many of those qualities 
which are apt to create enmity, so few men ever had so 
many enemies. As an active agent in bringing on the 
revolution, he was hated by all the friends of the old 
system of government* As a iriend to monarchy, he was 
disliked by those who wished to have a republican form 
of government in France^ As an avowed freethinker, he 
shocked the pious, and! Was traduced by the hypocritical* 
As a man of wit, he was dreaded and detested by the dull ; 
and as his talents for conducting a popular assembly were 
unequalled, he was an object of envy to all who aspired 
to be leaders in the revolution « 

His death was an irreparable loss to the royal family ; 
for there is reason ta think, that, had he lived, those who 
have since his death figured as principals in the revolu- 
tion woufd have acted very subordinate parts. His su- 
perior talents and address would have given such energy 
to the first movements of the new constitution as would 
have precluded the attempts of the republicans i^ainst it 
on the one band, and those of the abettors of the old go« 
vernment on the other. The friends of Kmited monarchy 
would have united ; the wisest of the courtiers would 
have remained contented with the degree of power left in 
the king'^s hands ; the democrates would have been satis- 
fied with the share of democracy which belonged to the 
constitution ; many of the Gironde party would have ral- 
lied under Mirabeau ; such wretches as Hebert and Cbau- 

to hit camp, and offered him an hundred thousand crowns, on condition 
that he would not march his army through their territory, < As your 
town is not on the route which I intend to take,* said he, * I cannot in 
conscience accept the money you offer.* 

Mirabeau in the same situation would certainly not have acted in the 
disinterested and dignified manner that Marshal Turenne did ; nor win 
his general character bear a comparison with that of the marshal ; yet I 
question if Mirabeau would, in obedience to the orders of Lewis XIV, have 
ravaged and ruined the Palatinate. 
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mette would never have been heard of; Marat wotild 
haye been oondemoed and executed ; and Bobespierre 
would never have had it in hia power to commit those 
crimes which have deluged France with blood, shocked 
all Europe* and disgraced human natute^ Mirabeau 
himself imagined, that he could have preserved the con- 
stitution ; but he foresaw its destruction in his death ; 
and a little before he expired, he predicted that the 
French monarchy would not survive him long. 

Whatever enmity had existed against Mirabeau among 
the leaders of the different factions during his life, alt 
seemed disposed to pay public honours to his memory af« 
ter his death. Those demanded by the various sections, 
and decreed by the national assembly, with the magnifi* 
cence of his funeral, are proofs of this. As for the at« 
tachment of the Parisian populace, it does him little ho* 
nour, since *they shewed the same, or greater, to so y&ty 
despicable a being as Marat. 

The importance of the audience who occuped the gaU 
leries of the national assembly, and of the populace of 
Paris, increased more rapidly after the*death of Mirabeau 
than it had done before; and although he was one of 
those who had wished the assembly to be removed from 
Versailles to Paris, yet, if he had lived, he would have 
had reason to regret that the measure had been adopted ; 
for, although Mirabeau had greater talents than any of 
his cotemporaries for guiding a popular assembly such as 
that of the convention, men far inferior to him, the He-'- 
berts and Chaumettes, and particularly the Marats, were 
better qualified for exciting the furious unthinking rabble. 

It is impossible to unfold the motives of every insure 
rection which occurred during the revolution. Some 
which were begun in consequence of a premeditated plan 
failed and came to nothing, from the error or weakness of 
the conductors. Some arose from mere accident, inde- 
pendent of any formed scheme, and became foi'midable 
from being thought the result of profound design and ex- 
tensive conspiracy. 
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A tuttMH* pMWaftsd that the ontle wt V'lMmmB mm 
mxmdai to replaee tike iBwtile^ Chtttaraaft woodBsmamm^ 
ii<mheA htfm secretly t»ftve]«d liiither; «Dd iksC it 'd»* 
served deeitructiGrn yaat m& tnioch as ito brotlMr, infaose 
Gmhic brows Iwd for m many yeam fiwwned <over the 
sulMirbs of St. AnrtoiM. Whether tdiis idea orig^ated in 
the tframs of th« iwbUe from no <ytber motive than their 
hihenent taste fer ooofasidci and mischtefy or iras suggest^^ 
ed by men i^fao liad socae view in it which afterwurdt 
&iled, is luncertain ; bat on the £dtfa of Febraary a large 
body 'ef men 'aUt hm, fri« that pflftiiotic snbuvb, with the 
avowed iiMiftion ^idieiEnMy«iig%he easde of ViBoennes. 

l%eli)«;fer oif Vincennes^ having had nortice of this, 
demanded asmstance; aad a detadmient of national 
goards, consisting <if cavvSry and inbcod'y) were ioone. 
diately sent, «ind drawn vsp for the fmstection of the cas* 
tfe. But those who were bent oa its destnuotian were at 
pains to persuade the national troops, that no castle was 
more worthy ^ entire demblkion ; that it would be dis- 
gra^efal for them to Attempt to prevent it By dint t>f 
these remonstraooes, the national guards became «u>re dis- 
posed to ^assist than to repel the demdliaber^s. 

M. La Fayette having heard that the work of destruc- 
tion was ^begun, and the laxiops passive, repaired to Yin- 
eennes, expostulated with the sohiicsrs, and brought .thedi 
to a sense of their duty« 

He'liien ordered them to attack the rabble without fiiv 
ing on them. Sixty were seized, and tlie rest dispersed. 
Many of them ran to the fauifbonrg St^ Aotoine to extdto 
the populace to release the pisoners. The general bduig 
lold that it would be dangerous to march through that 
quarter'of Faris^ as the people wove in insurrection, placed 
the prisoners in the middle, some ^eld-pieces in front, 
nnd marched his troops, with some municipal officers 4it 
the head of the<X)lumn, directly through the suburbs to 
the town-house ; and while the mob insulted his troops 
with their exclamations, and even wounded one of his 
aides-de-camp and some of the soldiers by throwing stones. 
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he lodged tbje prison^ra hk ibe GQVPWginie wUI^tcRAt. fyx^ 

ThBit verj YQomiDg a mw hud b«e» obsie]^«€l loUciviog 
|p th« pglaoe of |he Tmlkriesi pear the kaog's. nfMortment, 
whieh had roused the j^jLispicion^ of wm^ of tho ^ttenid;.* 
antSf who bad him seized wd carri^^ belc^re tb^e majoK 
This oeQiisioD^d-« gr«at deal of nqi^e^ and} a% usual,, ^^a? 
exaggerated with inany circmw^^n^i^ ui^foui^ded in truth : 
among others^ that conc^lqd weapons faa4 been found op 
Jb)m» particularly a dagger or poniard of uncommon and 
rancorous construction. 

When thi« person had he^q represented all oyer P^is 
$$ a desperate asy^s^n^ and the dreadful m^^ of hU 
poniard despribed by manj who pr^tend^d they ha4 a»ep 
lt» his examination before the mayor rendered it; evident 
that he was a gentleman of m Qi^ceUent ^^i^^t^ir^ ^^fM- 
M. Court de la Tonnellei whoi had bu9ipei» with siwie 
Qn« bfJoD^ng to the palaQe» where he ha4 ireq^ently 
been i and that his oonoealed poniard wae a eouteaii de 
dm9se» mydi in fashion, which be wore ej^m(^ banging 
from bis belt* Thia account of (her maimer travelled ve^y 
,alQwly in comparison of the cAber ; and did noit {^^vent 
A 9Mmber of gentlemen fircm immediately ropairii^ to^ ^ 
Tuilleries, armed with swords and pistols i aU declaring, 
that, having heard that his. majesty *s life was in da^ger^ 
ihey came with the loyal resolution of expoeiing th^r own 
lives in de&ince of hi9* 

When M. La Fayette returned from Wa expedition t0 
Yincennes, he was informed that there bad been a gre#t 
disturbance at the Tuillerie^t and that the apartments 
were filled with several hundred i^rmed men^ who^ ha4 
been admitted, at a private door, by the imt gentlMian 
of the king's bedchemkberi aipd unknown to the natioful 
guards on duty at the palape. 

The general expressed bis diaapprobation of tbia mea- 
aure in sharp terms, declaring that he eo\ild notbeanir 
awerable for the king^s safety, if any thing similar hap^ 
^ned 0jgai9# Tbe king bim^lf 19 mi to bftve l^lemed 
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the inditereet zeal of those gentlemen : and, to satisfy the 
national guards, who were ^culiarly irritated at men who 
pretended to interfere with them in a point which was 
their particular business, he permitted that the intruders 
Bhould be disarmed and dismissed. 
' This ceremony was performed a little roughly by the 
national guards— *to the great displeasure of many, who 
thought such treatment an ungrateful return for the zeal 
the gentlemen had inanifested ; while others asserted that 
this pretended zeal was a mere affectation of loyalty, when 
the danger, if ever there had been any, must have been 
known to be passed; and as some of those volunteers 
were unknown to the noblesse themselves, or known to be 
roturiers, they were considered by them as highly imper- 
tinent, in displaying an attachment to the king'^s person 
which their birth gave them no right to-*-like the poor 
woman who, when the famous duchess of Longueville, 
sister to the great Conde, was dangerously ill, came bath* 
ed in tears, and with every mark of sorrow begged to 
know how the duchess did; but the duchesses favourite 
maid, being filled with indignation at the presumptuous 
grief of the woman, thrust her out of doors, telling her, 
'* ihat it was the height of assurance in a low creature like 
herto be afflicted, or at all concerned, for the ill-health 
of a princess.* 

In permitting those to be disaAned who had hastened 
to the palace on the first rumour oif an assassin having 
vbeen discovered, it is evident that the king yielded to 
what he could not prevent; for, whether their assembling 
in the palace was indiscreet or not, their intention ap> 
parently was to be of service to him ; and it was only to 
spare their delicacy, and to prevent their refusing to de. 
•Kver up thtir arms at the' requisition of the national 
guards, and the mischief which must have ensued, that 
-the king bad interfered, and desired the arms to be de* 
-livered up, whi6h was done on the assurance of their be- 
-ing afterwards restbred td the owners — notwithstanding 
Ivbich, some of- the swordi wer^ broken in the king's 
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sight: and tbis assembling at the palade was bo ttfalicibus^' 
Ij misrepresented, that it became dangerous in a rety- 
fthorttime to^ claim those that remained; and sud) was 
the industry of faction^ that an incident which derived its 
sdihrc^e fW>m th^ anxiety of sone indiyidiials for th^ 'kinged 
safety was entirely turned to his prejudice. It was even 
asserted, ■* that those persons whb had assembled at the 
TuillerieS) on the pretext of defending the person of the 
king, were armed with the same kind of poniard that had 
been found on the man first seized ; that they were all de- 
cided aristbc^atesj united in a tconspiracy to take the first 
opportunity <if' carrying off the king and -]N>yal family; 
that hearing of M. La Fayette's- marching with such a 
body of the national guards to Vincennes, l^ey had hopes 
(rf putting their seheme in ^exeoiitioti during his absence ; 
but had been- disappointed by the alertness of the nation*- 
al troops who* were on duty at the; palace, who had re« 
fused to quit their post on that meniorable> day, and 
had continued' to do their duty with the party who came 
to relieve them until the geneml returned from Vin* 
cennes.^ 

As this construction was not very probable in itself, 
and was supported by no evidence whatever, it was 
thought necessary to give it credibility by a new kind of 
testimony. A number of prints were engraved, repfe- 
senting a poniard with hooks and angles on one side, for 
tearing and torturing in withdrawing the instrument af>- 
ter having used it in stabbing. Along with the print 
was an inscription, indicating that this was a true and 
faithful representation of the poniard found on the assas^ 
sin seized in the palace, and on many of the aristocrates 
who had also been seized and disarmed by the national 
guards on the same evening. And from this time all the 
noblesse and others, who went regularly to the Tuilleries 
to pay their duty to the king or any of the royal family, 
were denominated by the populace Chevaliers du Pou 
guard. In this manner a jealousy of the king, and a 
prejudice against all who shewed a ^rticular attachment 
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to biiiif wiu kept up ia the minds of. the Parisdw pppu-* 

Lewis XVI had always been of a pious turn of mind ; 
and the general tenor of bis Ufe» unlike that, of his grund- 
ftther, was not in opposition to the religion which he jwo- 
fessed* 

Beligious impressions^ it is likely, were felt by him 
with augmented sensibility on account of the troubles 
and dangers with which he and his family were surround^ 
cd. 

Numbers. of ecclesiastics frequented the palais of the 
Tuilleries--*it was said that those who had refused to 
take the oaths decreed by the national assembly w^e 
receiTed with greater signs of cordiality than the others. 

If it was impolitic in the king to shew any predilection 
for the former, it was nevertheless very natural tot him 
to Jbel it. It would probably arise from a^ sentiment of 
compassion mixed with esteem for men who bad been de^- 
prived of their benefices for no other reason than that they 
ohose to obey the dictates iMf conscience rather than those 
of interest. 

It is possible that some .of the clergy who took the oath 
may have acted as conscientiously as the others^ but 
when one set of men sacrifice their fortune rather than do 
what is required of them, and another set make their f<Hv 
tune by doing it, the world generally admire and honour 
the former more than the latter. 

It was not soSn this instance ; the violent spirit of 
party and political faction destroys every sendment of 
landour. The men who gave the strongest proof that 
men can give, of being directed by conscience and inte- 
grity, became the obj^ts of popular execration, and those 
who might have been so naturally suspected of acting 
from base and sordid motives were regarded as patric^. 
The preference which the king was said to give to the 
Ibrmer was made use of by factious men as a cause of cla- 
mour, and was represented to the people as a proof of his 
\i^nfi An enemy to the constitution^ 
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The king had formed the design of pAssiDg the Easter 
holidays at S^ Cloud, He wished to be somewhat remov* 
ed from the noise and tomillt of the capital, while he was 
engaged in tiie duties of religion. 

The monarches intentions were no sooner known, than 
rumours were spread with great assiduity, that he wished 
to go to St Clcnid, that he might have the sacrament ad« 
ministered by unconstitutional priests, and that he mignt 
arrange matters for withdrawing to a greater distance 
from the capital, and rainng a civil war; or perhaps in 
the view of leaving the kingdom, and stirring up his 
iMOtfaer kings to make war against Prande. 

Particular pains were taken to infuse these notions in* 
to the national guards* 

Early on the morning of the 18th of April, a paper was 
posted on the walls of the Palais Royal by orders from 
the club des Cordeliers, which was at this time chieflj 
tinder the influence ^f Danton, and of which Marat was 
a member. Iti this paper was a direct accusation of the 
king of having broken the laws he had sworn to maintain 
—of encouraging the unconstitutional priests to stir up 
a civil war, and preparing to go with his family to join 
the foreign enemy. This accusation was signed Vincent, 
Greffier, and openly avowed by the club. 

Great numbers of the populace crowded from all quar* 
ters to the Carousel and Tuilleries. The king^s carriages 
however were ordered, the national guards on* duty there 
were under arms, and the king, the queen, the dauphin, 
and the princess Elizabeth, went into the coach at eleven 
o^clock ; which they had no sooner 'done than the sur« 
rounding populace began to exclaim and make an outcrj 
in the most insulting and threatening manner: but as 
they were surrounded with numerous detachments of the 
national guards, disregarding the insolence of the multi- 
tude, the king ordered the postilions to drive on ; on 
which, instead of keeping off the crowd, the guards closed 
before the horses, threatened the postilions if they should 
d#re to proceed, and swore they would not permit the 
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rojal family to leave Paris. The kin^s domestic serv* 
ants, and those immediately attached to his person, were 
in the meantime abused, maltreated, and dragged from 
the carriages, about which they had pressed with a view, 
to cover the royal family from the insults of the rabble. 
One gentleman of the bedchamber having been seized by 
them at the very window of the coach, the king stretched 
forth his arm, and endeavoured to retain him ; but the 
gentleman was much abused, and dragged away notwith- 
standing. 

The queen'^s maltre d**boteI was in danger of being ac- 
tually killed by a group of the rabble. He was rescued 
from^ their violence by the ejTorts of oertiun citizens, who 
knew and esteemed the man, and with difficulty carried 
him intp the guard-room. 

The king had the mortification to hear the most insult- 
ing and abusive expressions directed against the queen. 
One man in the uniform of the national guards, approach- 
ing the carriage, and addressing the king himself, told 
him that he infringed the law by countenancing priests 
who had not taken the constitutional oaths ; * et paroe 
qu^il soufiVoit quails. vinssent i^ire la messe dans la cha- 
pelle de son chateau.^—' Malheureux ! retirez-vous,^ said 
the king; * qui vous a etabli juge de ma conscience P* 

The gross insults offered to the royal family, and parti- 
cularly to the female part of it, were not confined to the 
lowest rabHe. Some citizens of superior rank joined in 
them. The inhabitants of Paris have been generally ac- 
counted the most polished and poUte citizens in Europe ; 
and the idea was well-founded: but in matters which 
deeply affect the interest, and strongly agitate the pas- 
sions, to expect protection from politeness is to rely on a 
shield of gilded paper as a defence from cannon-balls. 

M. Bailly, the mayor, hastened to the Tuillerif^ to 
suppress the disorder ; but he was not listened to. M. 

* And because he allowed them to perform mass in the chapel of th» 
nalace. 



Digitized by 



Google 



FRENCH &1EV0LCrtI0>r. 699 

La Fayette ordered the national guards to open to the 
right and left, to clear away the multitude, and allow the 
king*s coach to pass. He was not obeyed. 
' "After having been more than thre6 hours in the coach, 
exposed to the insults and derision of the multitude and 
of the mutinous soldiery, the king/and royal family werfe 
tinder the necessity of getting out of the carriage, and 
walking to the palace, amidst the groans, hootings, and 
hissings of the multitude. We find the following exm 
pression in Shakespeare.— 

Such a divinitjr doth hedge in kings. 

That treason doth but peep to what it would. 

As the utmost extent of the treason in the present instance 
was to insult the king and prevent his going to St. Cloud, 
it cannot be said to have peeped, but to :have advanced 
with broadJisced impudence to its purpose, and effected 
all at that time intended. That the appearance of the 
sovereign generally strikes the behold^s with more awe 
than that of any other individual is true ; but as jthis de- 
pends entirely on his power, and as he will strike more 
awe (for the word implies some degree of fear) the more 
cruelly he exercises his poirer, it ought not to be men* 
tioned as piurt of his panegyric. We know that a mild 
and benevolent sovereign may be beheld by the poorest 
of his subjects with respect unmixed with a single parti- 
cle of awe ; and such monsters as Robespierre and Carrier 
^ruck as much awe as any king, emperor, or sultan, that 
•ever lived. Atone period it was in some measure believed, 
that a peculiar air of majesty always accompanied th^ 
actions and sacred persons of kings, which, independent 
of guards and erminej imposed sentiments of respect, and 
distinguished them from the general race of mankind. 
The actress who first played the part of Berenice in B^ 
cine*8 tragedy had no sooner pronounced these lines, 

Qu*exi qoelque obscurite que le del Te^t fait naltrei 
' Le monde en le Toyant e^t recoanu son tnaltre, 

than the audience applied them to Lewis XIV, and all 
France thought the application justf 
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Sgme people have imagtned that tbig supposed air of 
Biqesty is the Avmfly to which Shakespeur^ aUii4e9 ; hp( 
from his putting the obaarration in the mouth of s# 
vortbless a character as the usuiper of the thnme of Den* 
knark, it is more probable that he meant to es^poee the 
ibliy of such im idea. That great raAate dcf w dirrctlj 
from nature. The only crowned heads he ever had aa 
opportunity of sedog were Eliaabeth and JameSi The 
&rst was more distinguished by the firm and awful tex** 
ture of her mind than by the majesty of her per^mu As 
for her successor, though he was oontinuaUy harping on 
the divine msjesty of kings, yet few ever had less majes^ 
ty of any kind either in mind or poison r 

It happened unluckily for the hcmour of Scodand, 
that though in the long race of her kings, sonie were in 
0l\ respects great men, some accomplished gendemen, 
and most of them hardy and. intrepid waniars, yet he 
who succeeded to the crown of j^n^and was devind of all 
those qualities. 

If Lewis XVI had not formed any design of withdrawn 
ing from France, or at least to a considerable distance 
from the capital, previous to this period, it is natural to 
believe that be should begin to think of it aft^ the un? 
worthy and horrible treatment above described. It may, 
however, have been suggested to him, that this treatment 
had entirely proceeded from the vilest and most abandon^ 
ed of the populace, and a detachment of the national 
guards corrupted by a few traitors, who would be detect* 
ed and punished by the national assembly, and the honour 
of the nation vindicated to the sati^action of all good subt 
jects. 

On the 19th, therefore, the king went to the national 
assembly, and, in a discourse of some length, complained 
of the resistance which had been made the preceding day 
to his going to St. Cloud* ^ I did not choose,' added the 
unhappy monarch, < to repel that resistance by force, 
which might have proved fatal to a multitude who, being 
misled, imagine they fire pctjnjg in support of hw wbpn 
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tfaefmieiafiiagmgit; but it is of importance to th« na^- 
lion to prove that I am a free agent. Nothing can be 
more cmeatial to give axitiibrity to the saootions which I 
have granted to your decrees. On that account^ therefore^ 
I penoBt in my resolution of going to St* Cloud ; and the 
nalional asBembly must be oonvinoed of the propriety of 
my so doiog/ 

The ate^nUy apjdattded the kiajf s speech ; but, in- 
stead of taking measures to punish the seditious, and to 
make it manifest that he w«s not a prisoner, th^ imme- 
'diately passed to the order of the day ; and the king, in 
q>ite of his resolution, did no long^ persist in his journey 
to St. Cloud. 

It caoBot be supposed but that the asajority of the as. 
semUy were well ditrposed to hare paid more attention to 
the king's speech. They thought, however, in the pre- 
sent disposition of the sections of Paris, who were to meet 
that same night, that any decree against the seditious ran 
a risk of not being obeyed ^ and some of the deputies who 
bad rejoiced at their sittings bring transfeired to Paris, 
. merely for the pleasure of aaore ample applause and more 
agreeable society, were now convinced that they were tike- 
iy to pay too high a price fi>r those gratifications. 

In the meantime great pains were taken to persuade 
die peopk, that the nccasatiDn of the Cordeliers was true, 
and that the kmg^s itftention was not to have remained at 
St. Cloud, but to have proceeded to Compeigne; and that 
post-horses were pkced at proper distanoes on the road to 
carry himacnd his fiumily thither. 

On this assertion, lAich was withocrt foundation, the 
iLing^s condnot was commented on in the severest terms ; 
and bis inferred hypocrisy and treadiery were held up to 
popular execration in journals and handbills, while the 
most seditious and treasonable language was spoken with 
impunity in the groups of the garden of the palais royal. 
One feUow repeated the folbwing maxims in various 
groups on the 39th and SOth, and was heard with ap- 
plause as often as he repeated them.--->< Un roi est un f^t^ 
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sonnage inutile, un ogre qui d^ore trente miDions par 
an/* / 

And as impiety and treason have gpne hand in hand in 
France since the beginning of the revolution, another ora* 
tor having assured the circle i^hich suraounded him that 
the king had received the sacrament that very morning 
from a nonjuring priest, one of the audience added, that 
* he ought to be obliged to go' to the parish-church, and 
take the sacrament over again from a constitutional one.* 
^ S^il a mange un bon Dieu chez lui,^ said the wretch, * il 
en mangera bien*. deux ; il est gourmand.^ 

Besides the emissaries who were dispersed to all places 
of public resort, to circulate calumnies against the c6urt^ 
and the motion-makers (les motionnaires) that took their 
stations io the palais royal, there was a society at this 
time called Soci^te Fraternelle, which met in the church of 
the Jacobins near the famous club of Jacobins, of which 
this societe fraternelle was an emanation of the most vi* 
rulent and inflammable portion ; and from it there daily 
issued libels and satires without number, all calculated ta 
irritate the people against the king, his family, and mi* 
nisters. 

To shew to what a height sedition was carried at this 
time, it is only necessary to give a few extraets from peri- 
odical papers, published and avowed by their writers^ 
What follows is from a paper entitled < L'Orateur du 
Peuple; 

* Cpurage, braves Parisiens ! Encore un pas, et la vie* 
toire est a vous. Le roi iuyoit, et vous lui avez ordonne 
de rester dans la capitale. Le peuple a coupe les cour- 
rois de ses chevaux. La Fayette a vainement caracolle, 
perore; grimaces qui ne prennent plus: il a etc hue. 
Bailly de meme. Songez que, si le roi quitte la France, 
il n^y a pas de doute quHI ne soit d^chu du trone, et im- 
mole lui et le dernier rejetton de sa race ^ la juste fureur 
d*une grande nation ! Mais il vous en coutera peut-etre 

* A king is a very useless peT8onage--a nonster who devours Uiirtj 
millions of livres annually. 
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dix annees de combats, et la fx^te de trois millions de vos 
concitoyens, avant de faire trtompher votre liberte. 

* Mottie a demande que le departement s^assemblat 
II a eu le front d'y paroltre, et a voulu qu'on Tautorisat i, 
faire feu sur le people. Le directoire peneboit pour ce 
parti; mais Danton etoit Hi II a pulverise, de la foudre 
de son eloquence pc^ulaire', la demande des sieurs Bailly 
et Mottie. 

< Louis XVI, aujourd'^hui encore roi des Fnin9ais ! ar« 
rete. Ou cours*tu, monarque, abuse par des conseils per* 
fides? As-tu bien pe8& les suites de ce depart, Touvrage 
de ta femme ? Le peuple ignore-t-il que de St* Cloud 
tu te disposes a partir pour Compiegne, et de-la pour la 
frontiere? Ne savons-nous pas que la bouch#«des rois 
fut toujours Tantre du mensonge ? Une furie te pousse 
dans le precipice ! Elle fainocule sa rage centre les Fran- 
9ais. 

< 'Eh bien ! Si tu pars, nous ne voyons plus en tot que 
Tarqiiin chasse de Rome ! Nous saisissons tes chateaux, 
tes palais, ta liste civile. Nous proscrirons ta tete. Que 
les Porsenna s'avancent ! les Scsevola sont prets." * 

* Goun^e* brave Parisians ! One effort more, and the victory will be 
yours. The king was about 4o fly, and you have ordered him to remain 
' in the capital. The people have cut the harness of his horses. La Payette 
has harangued and capered, and made grimaces, without eflbr re he was 
hissed. The same has happened to Bailly* Remember that, if the king 
quits France, therei can be no doubt of bis being dethroned, and he with 
his whole race sacrificed to the just fury of a great nation. But perhaps 
it will cost Prance a ten years struggle and three milKons of inhabitants 
Nfore liberty shall completely trinmfib. 

Mottie required that the department should be assembled. He liad the 

, effrontery to appear there, and desired that he might be authorized to fire 

on the people. Some leaned to that measure ; but Danton was present, 

and, with the thunder of popular eloquence, blasted the hopes of Bailly 

and Mottt^. 

Lewis XVI, still king of the Frencbs stop. Wbether do you run». a- 
bused by perfidious counsels ? Have you well weighed the consequences 
* of that journey, to which you are prompted by your wife ? Do you think 
that the people are ignorant that from St. Cloud you intend to proceed 
to Compiegoe, and from thence to the frontiers ? Do not we know that 
the mouth of kings always was the cavern of falsehood ? A fury pushes 

you 
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At this period DAnton had the greatest influenee in the 
society of Cordeliers, who held their meetings in the 
church of that order. He vas not a member of the con- 
stituent assembly, but confidentially connected with Ro» 
besfnerre who was* The Cordeliers were considered as 
more patriotic, or, in the sense in which that word was 
understood, more furious i^ainst the court, thenoUesse^ 
and the non-jaring clergy than the jacobins themsdves. 

Marat was also one of the luminaries of the club of 
Cordeliers. His powers for public spediing and his influ* 
cBce in the societies were inferior to those of Danton ; but 
as nothing could surpass the intrepidity of Marat, as he 
affected the dress, manners, and language of the lowest 
people, tailed himself their friend, and wrote a journal 
in which he abused the rich and flattered the poor, he 
liad BKire influence with the mob than Danton or any body 
else. In this journal, to which he always put his name, 
lie used a style of langai^ which certainly was never 
before avowedly used to any living king or any minister 
actually in place. 

In the bright era of the Grecian republic^ a love of li- 
berty was the most distinguishing characteristic of a re- 
fined people. The rest of the world, to whom liberty 
was unknown, were barbarians. Many inddents in the 
course t)f the Frendi revoluti(m seem to exhibit an efiect 
~ precisely the reverse — a refined people becoming barbae 
rians from a passion for liberty. This affords a pretext 
for those who are not lovers of freedom, because they fat- 
ten on the wages of servility, to represent liberty herself 
«ot as the virtuous Addison has done, 

• • . • te • a goddess heavenly bright* 
Profuse or bliss and pregnant with delight* 

but as a malignant enchantress who turns men into brutes. 

you down the precipice $ she has inocnlated you with her rage against the 
Trench tiation. 

Well* if ypn do go, we will conrider you as a Tarquia driven from 
Bome. We will seize on your castles and palaces and civil list ; we will 
proscribe your head. Let the Porsennas advance; the Scae^olas are 
ready. 
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Let it be always remcniberedy howerer^ thiit the vices of 
the votaries do not alter tlie virtues of the saint. What* 
ever wickedness men may oommit^ from a pretended or. 
perverted passkm for freedom, genuine liberty, ia as vahi- 
able, and will be as much valued by men of qpirit and 
diso^nment, as ever. The crime of Tarquin did not in* 
jure the virtuous character of Lucreda. 

The following extracts will give the reader an idea of 
Marafs manner. They are taken from one of his journ- 
als, entitled 

Addrea9e de Jean^Baptiste MaraJt^ VAmi in Pmple^ i Louis 
XVI Soi des Frangois. 

* SIRE, 

< Nc simple citoyen, peut-£tre meriteriez vousd^etrecru 
8ur votre parole ; mais ne sur le trone, avec tous les vices de 
votre Education, et^avec trente-six aas ecoules au milieu de 
la cour la plus corrompue de Tfiurope, sans cesse flagdme 
par les .Ms valets qui vous environnent, poussf aux crimes 
par des miai&tres atroces, ou de perfides courtisans» et con- 
tinuellement entraloe dans la revolte eontre vos devoirs par 
votre famille, quelle confiance pourriez*vous inspirer dana 
vos protestations d^attachement et de fidelity \ la pattie ? - 

< Que voft agens venaux applaudissent a de pareils t^« 
BicHgnages ; <pe vos credules coocitoyens fassent chorus 
betement, cela est dans Tordre ; mais ne vous flattez pas 
de donner le change aux patriotes clairvoyans. 

* Parlez«-*-quelle confiance pourrions*nou8 avoir dans la 
parde, dans les sermens d*un roi qui n^avoit assemble la 
nation que pour Tengager a combler Tablme creuse par les 
dilapidations de ses ministres, des princes de sa maison, 
de ses favoris et des autres fripons desa cour/; dVn roi 
qui essaya de dissoudre I'assemblee nationale des qu^il 
trouva quelque resistance i. ses voiontds ; d'un roi qui tra* 
vailla six s^maines a Texecution de Tinfernal projet de 
mettre la capitale a feu et a sang, pour punir ses habitant 
de Tappui genereux qu'lls sembkaent prconettre auj: re«* 
presentans de la nation eontre les attentats du dq)otisnie ? 

VOL. IV. u 
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« Sojex done votre profire juge, el dilaMMils si uti te) 
rot in€rite d^autres noms que ceux d'automate stupide^ ou 
de perfide trompeur. Stre^ vous etes I'ami de la liberte, 
ooitinie votre epouae est ramie des Fraofius. En vous 
rendant le docile organe de leurs impostures, vos ministies 
oot fait leur metier ordinaire ; en de voilant ces impostures 
aux yeux indign^s du public, je remplis le plus sunt des 
devoirs.'* 

So many men have affected to act from patriotic disin^ 
terested motives, whose subsequent conduct has proved 
that they had been guided by the most sordid views of 
self-interest, that some people are tempted to believe that 
no such sentiment as that of dtsmterested patriotism now 
exists in the world. But if there were no such feeling, there 
would be no such pretence : people would not affect what 

* Hftd you been bom a plain dtiieiit perhaps yott mighl have been- be-^ 
Ueved on your word ; but, bora the heir of a crown, with all the Ticet of 
jour education, and after having spent six and thirty years hi the most 
corrupt court in Europe, everlastingly flattered by the sycophants who 
surround you, pushed to vice by mbnsteA ef wickedneM and perfidfona 
conrtiers, and continually wduced iVom your dnty by those belonging to 
your family— what confidence can be given to your protestations of attach- 
ment and fidelity to the country ? 

Let your venal creatures applaud such protestations, and the creduIoiM 
citizens foolishly join in the chorus. That was to be expected t but do 
not flatter yourself with the hopes of decdviog the penetmting eyes of 
tme patriotei^ 

Speak — what confidence could we put in the word or oath of a klnjp^ 
who assembled the states-general' for no other purpose but to complete the 
mischief occasioned by the extravagance of his ministers, his favourifes* 
and the other knaves 6f his court ;. of a khig who wished to dissolve the 
natioval assemUy, as soon as it shewed some resistance to his will ; of a 
king who persisted for six weeks in the infemat project of attacking the 
capital with fire and sword, to punish the inhabitants for the generoua 
support they were hiclined to give to the national reprtesenUtfves against 
the encroaehuMBpts of despotism ? Be your own judge, and declare whe- 
ther such a king deserve* to be considered in any other Ught than that of 
a passive tool or a perfidious deceiver. Sire, you are just such a friend to 
liberty as your spouse is a friend to the French nation. 

In rendering you the tame organ of their impositions, your mlnister» 
have aeted in character. In unmasking these impostures to the indignant 
•yes of the public, I fulfil the moit sacred of my duties. 
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doei. not exist in nature. Those who use' Hijgumenttf 
fiojanded on virtue and patnotism^ without excepting evert > 
this wretch Marat, must at some period of their lives have^ 
felt sentiments of that kind, and must believe that they 
sdll exist in the breasts of their auditors ; otherwise th^y - 
would not expect to influence by them. 

Such language as Marat on diis and on other occasions 
addressed to so mild a prince as Louis XVI, is still more 
revolting to a candid mind, and less applicable than the 
hyperbolical praises bestowed by Boileau and other poets 
of his time on Louis XIV, though heaven knows the lat^ 
ter ore sufficiently revolting and inapplicable* 
Jcuae ct ▼alUftnt fa^rov* doot la haute fngMae 
N*est point le fruH tardlf d*une lente vieiUeeM< 
Bt qui seul, sana mlnistre, i Tezample det Dieux, 
l^utiena tout par toi-m£me, et vols tout par tea jeuxw 
Quand je voia ta sageaae, en aea juatea projets, 
D*ttiie lie^reuae abondanca enriddr tea aujets— ftc. k€. 



CHAPTER Xilit 

(Sla&rvalMcriM on the different Cc/nduct of Men to Monarchs iti 
Prosperity and in Adversity — The Indignalion formerly mani*' 
fested by the French Nation against the English for th^ Com, 
dud towards their Kin^s — Supposed Dudi^ue between Lewis 
XIV and one qf his Courtiers— All AUempts to alter Men's 
Opinions vain^ Anecdote qf one of the Chevalier SL MSard^s 
Judg^s^^A Republican Government qften tyranHical'^British 
House of Peers-^RefledioftS'^Rash Decrees of the Legisla^ 
tive Assembly — The french Nation no way inletested in estw 
bUshing a Republic hi England of other Countries. 

It is an old observatioti, and what might be of use to so« 
vereigns in estimating the sincerity of the attachment of 
those ardtind their persons, that the same disposition which 
renders men obsequious<.to prosperity and servile to po^- , 
er, is apt to make them neglectful of the. unfortunate and. 
insolent to the weak. No nation ever pushed both ex«* 
tremes farther than the French in their behaviour to their 

u2 
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kings in these cypponte sitaations ; and in both caies they 
have been very lavish in their endeavours to throw nAU 
Qule and abuse on their neighbours for not following their 
ejcample. At present they deride other nations for thar 
attachnent to monarchy. Formerly, when they them- 
selves displayed more abject servility to their kings than 
any other European nation, they described the English as 
barbarians for resisting the tyranny of the house of Stu- 
art, and for claiming freedom. Warm in the cause of de^ 
pressed royalty, they exclaimed against the insolence of a 
people who thought they had a right to make any altera- 
tion in their government. If France and other countries 
of Europe had not been distracted with internal as well as 
external commotions in the time of Charles I, they would 
all have supported the cause of the monarch against the 
people of England for attempting to regulate their own 
government, and with a view to extirpate, those ideas of 
freedom which began to spread at that time. Lewis XIV 
was excited not only by his own inclination but also by 
the wishes of his subjects to enter into a war with Eng- 
land, on purpose to punish the nation for the crime they 
had committed against the king, and to restbre the mo- 
narchy. Boileau wrote an ode expressly against this na- 
tion, of which the following are two stanza^.-— 

Quoi ! ce peuple aveugle en son criii\e» ' 
Qui prennant son roi pour Tictime, 
Fit dtt tr6ne un tb^itre aflRreux, 
Pefifle«t-U que le CieU complice 
D*ua si funeste saadfioet. 
N*a pour lui oi foudre ni feus ? 
Armes-toi, France, prends la fo«dre, 
C*est i to! de r^duire en poudre 
Ces saoglans ennemis des loiz. 
Suis la vlctoire qui t'appelle, 
Et Y9B snr ce peuple rebelle 
Venger la querelle dca rote. - 

If the restoration had not taken place, there is little 
reason to doubt but that the monarch would have follow- 
ed the poef s advice. Indeed be proved this by seizing 
the first pretext that occurred for grasping the thunder in 
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thecautt of kings^ in acknowledging the son of Jameb 
II as prince of Wales, contrary to the act of deltlement 
nf the En^ish parliament, and contrary to the apinion of 
hisowncounciil* 

That some such dialogue as the following might pass 
between Lewis and some <f his courtiers on that oceanoti 
4s a supposition not^inconsii^teilt with the character of that - 
prince and the sentiments of his court. 

Lewis. Notwithstanding that Beauvilliers, Be Torci, 
and others of my council, were against the meaaure, I 
have acknowledged the son of James II as king of Great 
Britain and Ireland ; and I am determined to re-«stablish 
l>im on the throne of his ancestors. In spite of the decrees 
4)f his rebellious subjects in parliament assembled* 

Comrtier. The determination is magnanimous, and 
worthy of so great a monarch. It is at once jiist and 
politic; for the shocking manner in which that ungovern- 
able people have treated their kings ia a most alarming e}f« 
ample to all the sovereigns of Europe, and it would be 
dangerous to allow it to remain any longer unpunished. 

Lewis. Tbe^cause of kings is the cause of heaven, by 
whose appointment kings reign; and the vengeance of 
heaven evidently followed all those wretches who resisted 
the power of Charles I in that idand, as well as those 
who afterwards brought him to the sca&Id. I have been 
assured that all of them died violent deaths. You per- 
haps remember the particulars. 

Courtier. The avenging power 6f heaven was never 
more apparent, as your majesty piously observes, than in 
the deaths of all who directly or indirectly contributed to 
that blessed king^s murder. Hampden was killed in the 
very act of rebellion. Pym died of a horrid disease, par« 
iienlarly commissioned to out him off* The soul of Ctotn^ 
iveli was carried to hell in. a storm. The regiddes and 
others had their hearts and bowels torn out on the scaf? 
Ibid. Those of the king^s judges who fled out -pf Eng- 
land were privately put to death in other countries by the 
laudable resentment of the king^s relations. Sydney, th^ 
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republican, who had taken part in the rebellion agatnsft 
Charles I, was executed for a plot against his son. Rus- 
sel, who, to the disgrace of the noble family to which he 
belonged, was for limiting the power of the crown so as 
to render it unsupportable to a prince of spirit, and had 
the insolence to promote a bill for excluding the lawful 
heir because he professed the true religion, was justly be- 
headed ; and Essex, who was engaged in the same con- 
spiracy with Sydney and Russel, either cut his own throat 
or had it cut by others : for in either case your majesty^s 
obserratipn is confirmed, that the vengeance of heaven 
in one way or another extends to all those daring wretches 
wbp oppbse the authority of their sovereign on any pre- 
text whatever, as kings are not accountable for the exer^ 
pise qf the pow.er which God has given them, to any but 
to God alone. 

Lewis. It is singular, however, that in placing th^ 
prince of Orange on their throne, the English have not 
con»gned that degree of power to him which naturally 
ought to belong tp a king. He is limited, I understand, 
in ^me respects according to the system which Russel 
wished to have applied to the duke of York. 

Courtier, Your majesty^s remark is of infinite import, 
ance; for, in thiis limiting the power of the crown, the 
English nation have established a precedent which may 
.a£Pect the other monarchies in Europe more than even the 
atrocious conduct of Cromwell ; because many men who 
•would shrink from the very idea of the murder of their 
sovereign, and are averse to a republic, may nevertheless 
be so deluded, that they would agree to have the lustre of 
the proWn diminished by circumscribing the power of the 
prince who wears it I am confident that your majesty 
will be so completely successful in the just war that you 
intend to engage in against the English nation, or rather 
against the principles and government of that nation, as to 
expel the present usurper,' and re-establish King James in 
^he plenitude of royal power. But if, contrary to proba* 
p}\i{yf ihqt should be fou|}d \qo difficult ^ top ^ xpensivf^ 
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•nd there w€re no more hopes for James, it #ould tlien 
perhaps be highly suitable to your majesty^s wisdom to as- 
fiist William himself in obtiuning that fullness of power 
over his subjects that becomes a king; that the dangerous 
and odious example of a limited monarchy may no loi^ger 
shock the si^t of the monarchs, and corrupt the hearts of 
tbe people^ of every nation in Europe. 

Lewis. The name of the prince of Orange has been al- 
ways odious to me. I shall assist him in nothing: but I 
am ir^solved that James shall be restored to the' throne of 
England with ail the power that was possesaied by Henry 
VIII, and with the re-establishment of the true religion 
which that apostate abolished.. 

Aco(»*dingly Lewis made die attempt ;. and we know 
that it was not till all his expensive and sanguinary eSorts 
.to overturn the government and change the opinions of 
.the people of England had failed, and had nearly exhaust- 
ed the resources and diaken the loyalty of his own sub- 
jects, that the English nation obtained peace, and were 
permitted to entertain their own opinions, and settle their 
government to their own taste. 

It may perhaps seem surprising that the people of one 
country should have ever thought that the opinious or 
form of government of another country was any concern of 
theirs ; but that such an idea should have prevailed in the 
middle or towards the end of the seventeenth century is 
not so surprising as it would be to find it existing at the 
end of the eighteenth. After the many bloody experiments 
which have been made with a view to alter men^s opinions 
on religion, government, or indeed on any thing else, by 
force, we might naturally imagine that the point would be 
given up, Philip II, with his tortures and his inquisi«. 
tion, and his great generals and his disciplined armies, 
could make nothing of it even against the small country of 
Holland, which, small as it is, has never failed torepd all 
invaders but those she had some inclination to receive* 
The mi^ty Lewis, after being prompted by his own va- 
nity, the ^tery of his poets, a^d the folly at* his subjects^ 
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to gmsplmfmiref on pu^oee toibrce the Brttbb natkm 
to rtoeive tbe kiDg and tbe doctrine which be approyed, 
WIS obliged to desist when he found that the lightmng 
teordied himself and bk subjects more than Ue enetnies. 

Indeed it is not only dear, that all attempta to aher 
men^s opinions by Ttdent means failed in- the desired ef. 
feet; but that they generally tend to rivet them inoie fino- 
ly in their old sentiments* The persecutions of the hea- 
thens against the Christians, and the Eoman Catholics a* 
gainst the Protestants, snffidently prove this ; and, if a 
more recent instance were necessary, the^aanals of tyranny 
could not afford a at Anger than has b^en eihifaited by the 
clergy of France, whom no species of perfidious erudty 
mid persecution baa been able to sbakcvin their <^nions, 
or prevent their avowing the dictates of their conscience. 
On the execrable Sd of September 179S, in the garden of 
the Cannes at Paris, the venerable archbishop of Aries sair 
the aasaasin raiae his sabrci and he received tbe repeated 
strokes without dirinking, rather thui seem to oomp^^ in 
the least degree with decrees which he thought unjust ai^ 
impious. The bishop of 3«auvais and the bishop of 
Saintes, with near two hundred ecclesiastics of different 
denominations, were massacred on the same day in the 
aame garden, for no other clime than refusing to disavow 
their opinions* 

It is not more true, that the usual effect of persecution 
or ill*4i8age on account of .particular opinions is to make 
the persecuted ding more cordially to them, and feel aug- 
mented aversion against those of their persecutors, than 
that kind and gentle treatment renders men op^n to argi»- 
jnept, and disposed to the renunciation of emir the mo- 
ment they are convinced that their opinions are erroneous. 
It is only since the Jews were treated with mildness, and 
jparticularly since they began to be caressed and entartai»- 
ed by men of high rank in this country, that any of them 
_0Quld be convinced pf their delusion, persuaded that the 
|d!essiah had already appeared in the world, and that some 
fS tl^eir distinguishing ceremonies were no longer necea-} 
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sarjr. This observatioil strikes the miads of some people 
ao forcibly as to convince them, that c^reating a few Jews^ 
eooB after their conversion to Chriattanity^ grandees of 
Spain, or peers of Great Britain, troiild do more to the 
aboliuon of circumcision than all the racks of the inquisi* 
taon. 

Nothing revolts the spirit of man so much bs to hava 
any Uiing forced upon it; the very «qppeavance of £ifc6 
makes it Kjeot with disgust what it might have embraced 
spontaneously. Be who even argues. with a dictatorisl 
aar^ indisposes his hearers, from admttttng his inferences 
mr ad(^Bg.his>opiaioas. A pretty certain way of spread* 
ing any particular way of thinking in a country, is for 
the government to threaten and endeavour to terrify 
those who entertain it; it renders their own peculiar way 
of thinking dearer to them than it wa^ before; it con- 
verts an oi»nion, which they might have changed, into a 
principle which it is a point of honou^r to maintmn ; and 
although' it is dangerous for diem to speak their minds, 
yet they have an interest in making proselytes which 
otherwise they would not have had, because, by making 
many of their way of thinking, thpir danger will be re» 
moved. .^ 

It is the business of government to controul menu's ac* 
tions, not their opinions ; and those are recorded as the 
happiest times, in whidi the mofC uncpntroUed freedom 
was allowed to the declaration of opiiiioi}. Mara tempuh 
rum fdkittdti says the historian, ubi icntire fuevdisi et 
qua aentias dicere licet. All the terrors 'of the tribunal of 
political inquisition, or of the Ponte di Sopiri at Yenioeiy 
cannot make one who thinks monarchy a preferable form 
of government to republicanism change his opinion ; nor 
can ^1 the tbt^ider of the' tdtima ratio rtgum make a ve« 
paUican prefer monarchy. The utmost that severities 
can do is to make hypocrites ; it is impossible for them to 
make converts. Opinion, so far from being under the 
power of other menu's will, is not- under a man^s own ; it 
i^ the offspring of his re^^on, of whatever force that rpa^e 
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loD may be, whether well or iiUnforined ; and ialthough it 
is often perverted by prejudice and influenced by situa- 
^n, yet a man^s real opinion is founded cm what appears 
to him reasonable at the time, and he cannot alter it un^ 
til what appeared reasonable appears to him the reverse. 
Opinions therefore cannot justly be imputed to any maa 
as crimes. This is so obvious, that even one of those 
bloody jui%es who examined the chevalier Saint-M^rd, 
in the prison of the Abbaye'at Paris in September 17911, 
was sensible of it. When the intrepid SainUMeard a* 
vowed himself a royalist, and an universal murmur arose 
from the bloody circle who heard him,—* Ce n^est pas pour 
juger les opinions,^8aid the judge, < que nous sonnnes ici, 
cVst pour en juger les resultats.'* * ^ 

Had all those who decided on the fate of the prison* 
ers adhered to that maxim, tber^ would have been no 
massacres. 

Men may be royalists, thank heaven ! and yet' friends 
to freedom ; as they may be republicans, and yet abettors 
of tyranny. 

Without alluding to the shocking despotisni which go* 
^erns the republic of France, let us throw our eyes os 
other republics. 

What kind of friends has freedom in the senate of Ve» 
liice, or the great council of Bern ? 
< If the same questimi is asked respecting the British 
house of peers, the answer will be different, 

Freedom has never been without friends there. 

Who were the principal authors of the revolution in the 
year 1688? 

The wisest men in the house of peers have been as sin- 
^re supporters of the rights of the democratic part of the 
constitution, as of thm own ) they well know, that upon 
it the public liberty is chiefly founded. And the wisest 
members of the house of commons have supported the just 
rights of the house of peers ; they well know, that certain 

* It Is not to judge of men's opinions that wf are here| iiut to judgi^ 
Oftbffract^oDf. 
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tjifembers of that bouse had a principal hand (n forming 
the constitution, such as it has been since the year 1688) 
and on some occasions have had the honour of preserving 
it since that period. 

Although the royalists in Charles I^s lime were gene« 
rally thought enethies to liberty, it was n6t univemlly the 
case; some were the friends of liberty nofwteAalcmdtiig 
their being royalists, and some were royalists bemuse they 
were the sincere friends oFliberty-^-being fully persuaded 
that her happiest and most permanent residence in this 
island would always be under a limited monarchy. And 
although the republicans of the same period were generaU 
ly thought friends to freedom, yet some assumed the cha<» 
racter and sentiments of republicans, because they wished 
to establish tyranny. 

Men of the greatest worth and virtue always have had^ 
and always will have different speculative opinions on 
those two different forms of government; every man has . 
a right to speculate on government as on «li other 8ub« 
jects, and while he confines himself to speculation he h 
not the just object of punishment ; but when from spe» 
culation he proceeds tb action the case is totally different. 
The peace of sbciety is not to be with impunity disturb- 
ed with insurrection, because a few men prefer a diffisy* 
ent form of government to that under which they live^ 
If therefore a portion of the subjects of a repubKc at* 
tempt by force to convert it into a monarchy, or if those 
of a monarchy endeavour by the same means to overturn 
the eonstitution and form a republic; the men against 
whom such actions are proved, become the just objects of 
punishment ; and by the laws of the mildest government, 
whether monarchical or republican, that ever existed,^that 
punishment is death. 

The rash and intemperate nature of certain decrees of 
the national convention, soon after the 10th of August, dis* 
covered a disposition to covert all the monarchies of Eut 
rope into republics ; and the foolish answers made by 
0ome of their presidents V^^ (Certain c|eputatioqs fron^ (q^ 
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ragn countfies, which appeared at the bar of the oonven- 
tioD, tended to streogthea the sanie suapicion. 

That some ioconaiderate and enthusiastic men entw* 
tained such an idea, is evident from the circmnstancep 
just mentioned ; but that the majority of the convention 
could thiak such a scheme practicable, or that it would 
be for the benefit of France to put herself to expense or 
trouble to bring it about, if it were, seeias bighly impro* 
bable* 

The French pretend that they have overturned mo^ 
narchy in France,, because of the vices inherent in that 
kind of government, which enfeebled the state and de» 
pr^ed the energy of the nation. ^ They declare that, by 
being a republic, France has acquired triple strength^ 
and is capable of efforts far surpassing her power at any 
former period. 

Without examining whether the efforts she has lately 
. made, and the strength she has displayed, depend on her 
being a republic, or on other circumstances* how is this 
opinion of the French to be reconciled with their endeo^ 
vouring to inspire the other nations of Europe, particu- 
larly those with whom they are at war, with a desire (o 
adopt a republican form of government ? Do they widi 
that their rivals and enemies should acquire triple strength 
also P If all the monarchies of Europe were converted 
into republics, then, according to the principles of the 
French themselves, the great superiority they have ac- 
quired would be lost) and their weight in the balance of 
Europe reduced to what it was before the revolution. 

It may be said, that in endeavouring to overturn mo- 
narchies they are actuated by hatred to kings, and by pri- 
vatie malevolence ; but whatever indications of this kind 
may have appeared in moments of enthusiasm, it is im- 
possible to imagine that the governors of a great nation 
can, for the gratification of a childish humour, persist in 
a plan, which, according to their own principles, would, 
when, accomplished, render their rivals more formidable. 
^o act conformably to state pplicy, a|i4 conMteBf with 
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their decUrKtions respecting die source of thor new-ac* 
quir^ strength; so far from spreading their opinioDs 
among other nations, or unng any means pf indaoing 
them to adopt the maxims of their convention, the French 
ought to lay a general embargo upon them, and confine 
them within their own territories as valuable secrets, 
which secure their superiority over monarchical states, as 
completely as the use of fire-arms secured a superiority 
to the Spaniards oyer the l^exicans. It seems highly 
probable that they have now at least relinquished the 
system of republican crusades, if they ever seriously en« 
tertained it, and have pretty generally adopted the prin« 
ciples of one of their countrywomen, who in conversation 
with an Englishman, who asserted that it would be abso* 
lutely necessary for the French nation to restore monarchy 
before they could obtain peace, replied,-—* Monsieur, 
nous ne Voulons plus de roi«-«-c^est notre afikire, laissez 
nous tranquilles. Mais vous itutres vous aimez les rois, 
k la bonne heure, prenez en une douzaine si vous voulez 
«*on vous laissera tranquilles.^ 

But if there is little reason to think that the French 
will ever take p^ns to spread their political principles in 
this country, there is still less reason to dread that either 
their principles or example will be adopted by the people 
of Great Britain, although the French had that inteu^- 
tion : the incidents of the French revolution are suiBcie&t, 
and far more than sufficient, to remove such an idea from 
etery worthy mind, however fond of genuine freedom. 
Can a national strength that is acquired by the seizing 
of private pn^rty, be an object of envy to the citizens of 
a country where property is secure ? Can the idea of 
provinces added to France, be a compensation to those 
French citizens whose fcHtunes have been torn from them 
to defray the expense of the conquest ? Can any amount 
of success against foreign enemies afibrd consolation ta 
those who deplore the loss of parents, of consorts, oi 
children, of friends or relations, by internal massacres ? 

As England can deriTe no benefit fh>m the misery pf 
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indiYtduals in France, an4. certainly feels, mitfly idcokiveni^ 
•nces from the augmented strength of that nation, by 
whatever hc|rrible means it has been augmented ; assured- 
ly it is her interest, independent often thousand consider- 
ations arising from general humanity, that a safe and ho« 
nourable peace were speedily obtained, by which her own 
prosperity might be secured, and the wretched individuals 
of France might become more happy and less formidable. 
Let France retain the republican form of government she 
seems so fond of^i if she chooses ; and let the inhabitants 
of this island seriously reflect on the two great attempts 
that have been made in Europe to turn a monarchy into 
a republic. The one took place in the middle of the last 
century, the other towards the end of this. England was 
the theatre of the first, France of the se<iond. After ex-^ 
hibiting a most sanguinary spectacle to Europe, of four 
years continuance, the first ended in the tyranny of Grom-- 
well ; the second still continues, spreading bloodshed and 
dismay through Europe, and rendering France the abode 
of wretchedness. Let the inhabitants of this island also 
remember, that monarchy was not restored to Great Bri- 
tain by a combination of foreign powers, displeased for«» 
aooth at her having assumed a republicaft form of go- 
vernment Rather than have admitted of such insolent 
interferente, or restored monarchy at their command* 
she would have remained a republic until this hour: 
but the free-born inhabitants of Great Britain, of their, 
own free-wiU and accord, without the least regard or con* 
sideration for the opinion or inclination of other. states^ 
thought proper to re-establish monarchy. And wha can. 
say what France^ left entirely to the freedom of her owa. 
choice,/ might do ? Is . it unlikely that, harassed and dis-* 
gusted with so many internal convulsions, and retain- 
ing a due sense of the abuses of her ancient government, she 
may, as soon as she obtain^ breathing-time, seek for per- 
manent peace and prosperity in a monarchical form of go-' 
vemment, equally free from the vices of the old system, 
and of the present?. In the meantime it is devoutly to 
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ite wished, ttiat Great Britain wttl ever adheft to and 
support the genuine spirit of her own free constitution 3 
4|id while she expresses a just detestation of the demo- 
cratic tyranny which has prevailed in France^ that she 
will ever maintain an equal aversion to the more regtilar 
and imposing despotism of some of the powers combined 
ilgainst that unhappy country. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Tie NiUumat Assembly avoid any Inquiry concerning the Insulie 
4^ered to ike King — Strange Address of the Department of 
Paris to the King — Cardinal of Montmorency and Bishop of 
Seniis resign their Qjfices — King*s Chaplains dismissed — The 
King hears Mass performed by a Constitutional Priest oh 
Easter^Day — M. La Fayette resigns his Command, and afters 
foards at Ihe Enireaiy of the Troops re'sunHu U^^Kings De- 
ctaration to Foreign Coiirts — It has a had Effect — Done against 
the Opinion ofM. Montfnorin — Scheme concerted with the Em-- 
perorfor re-establishing the Kin^s Authority. 

vv HEK the natiomd assembly passed to the order of the 
day on the king^s complaint, it did not proceed from their 
being insensible to the insult which bad been offered to 
him, or from the majority being unwilling that the guilty 
should be severely punished ; btit from their being per*, 
suaded that, in the spirit to which the populace and the 
national guards bad been wrought up, any attempt to 
animadvert on the subject would expose tlie weakness of 
the assembly, and perhaps prove dangerous to the royal 
fiimily. 

The department of £aris had found it expedient to in- 
vite the sections to meet on the evening of the day on 
wiiich the king had been at the national assembly ; and 
the question submitted to their deliberation was, whether 
they should address him to fulfil his intention of going to 
St. Cloudy or return him thanks for having chosen to re* 
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nitto at Pftriiy that the puUic tranquillity nigbt be no 
loager disturbed 

As all the worid knew that it was not from choice tbaf, 
the king had remained at Paris, this aeenied an additioa- 
al insolt; and at any rate» nothing eoold be more inde* 
centy aod more bumiliattfl^ both to the king and the na- 
tional assembly, than to submit to the shopkeqpers and 
tradesmen of Paris such a question* 

The majority of the sections gave a wiser answer than 
there was reason to expect, by declaring in general terms 
that there was no room for deliberating. But the mini* 
sters, and those immediately about the king^s person, were . 
so terrified at the agitation which prevailed, and pnticu- 
larly at the assertion, which had been printed, and post* 
ed on the walls^ of measures having been prepared to 
transport the royal family from St. Cloud to Compiegne, 
that the king w|U3 advised to contradict that assertion in 
a letter to the department of Paris, in which it was also 
desired, that this contradiction should be made public as 
soon as possible. 

The department accordingly ordered the king^s declar- 
ation to be immediately published^ and circulated at all 
places of public resort. But declarations of a contrary 
tendency were also fixed upon the walls, and allowed to 
remain, while that of the king was in many places torn 
down by the populace as false. 

The club of Jacobins, that of the Corddiers, dihd. the 
Society Fratemelle, chiefly made up of the most wicked 
and worthless members of the former, persevered with 
such success in agitating the populace, 'and in corrupting 
the minds of the national guards, that the department of 
Paris thought it expedient to presei^t an address to the 
king, exjMressing thehr concern at the favour he shewed to 
the non-juring clergy, and others who were enemies of 
the constitution, Jbegging, ^ that be would withdraw his 
countenance from all those of whom the people were sus« 
I»cious^ that Jxe would announce by his ao^as^dors at 
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th^ diffisi«tit4Xmrte of Europe^ tiiat a glorious revdutioit 
bad taken place in France, which he had cordially adopts 
ed ; and that he was proud of being the king of a free: 
people/ The address concluded with tbe expression :of 
a desire^ that the king ivonld intrust this annunciatbil of 
'hissentiments'to ministers who were aoC Mi0or<&y oftru$U 

In short, the import of the address was, that the king 
should dismiss 'the servants he loved, aod employ those he 
hated; that he should not receive the sacrament firoto 
priests whom he regarded on account of their piety, but. 
f«Hn th<^ he despised for their irreligion ; that he should^ 
announce a series of gross falsehoods to all the courts of: 
Europe ; and, finally, that he should change the mini* 
sters in whom he put trust for others in whom he 'pu$ 
none. 

These were strange requests to be made to a king^: 
especially as they were not made by a foreign enemy at 
the gates of bis capital after a victory, but by those who 
had the direction of his capital, and who called themsdves 
his loving subjects. Nothing can give a stronger idea of' 
the wretched state to which this unfortunate monarch was 
reduced, than that it was thought necessai^^ that diey/ 
should all, except the last, be immediately complied '^th;: 
• To alleviate as much as was in their pow^ the pain 6t 
such a compliance, the cardinal of Montmorency, graiid^ 
aqmonier, the bishop of Senlis, premier aum6mer, M« ^e- 
Villequier, and M. Amed^e de Duras, principal gendemenf 
of tbe king's bedchamber, gave in their resignations. Allj 
the ecclesiastics belonging to the king's chapel weredis^' 
missed : and on the first Sunday after the address of the 
department, he went to the church of Saiut^Germain**' 
TAuxerrois, and heard mass performed by the new priest 
on Easter-day. 

Whatever uneasiness the others may have produced, it' 
is probable that this last was a sacrifice more repugnant' 
to the king's conscience than all the rest; since he con- 
sidered the sacred rite as in some degree prophaned by 
the worthlessness of the person who performed it: for 

VOL. IV. X 
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tbcr^ is DO <{iiMtliMii tint the kidg hod b<cii ttught I0 
ooBsider all tlw ^oriesiAStics ia that light who had Ukm 
tfacooiht. 

^Unfounded as such an opinion may be, it is Hot so ab- 
surd as to impute vtnj thiol; erimiaal to men* because 
thejr tdtiaed to trico the oaths; and the ouicrj that was 
nused against them was as wicked as absurd. The general 
aseusation of their being refraciaire^ h kuloi was abso^ 
lately false. The law exacted that they should either 
take a particular oath» <x resign their beoefiees. They 
chose the last. This is no breach of lavT : on the ooo'- 
ttttiy, it is conforming to the law by choosing <Hie of two 
nteasnres left to their option by the la^ ; and» in afford- 
ing protection to men reduced to waot by obeying the 
dictates of their conscience, the king observed the laws of 
humanity without violating those of the constitution. 

The constitution also left the free exercise of his reli- 
gion to every individual* Messrs. Barnavei Rabaud de 
Saint->£tienne, and other Protestant members of the na- 
tional assemblyi who had in compliance with the will of 
the majority voted for the civil constitution of the clergy, 
were dlowed, as well as every other person in France, 
the public exercise of their rdSgion. It was never exact- 
ad of any of them to attend the Catholic worship adminis- 
teredby eoelesiastics who had taken the oaths. How cruel 
and arbitrary must it appear then to insist upon the king^a 
doing dus, or to refuse to him the freedom of worship* 
ping God in his private chapel in the manner most agree- 
able to his conscience !— « freedom which the constitution 
allowed to be used publicly by every person in the king- 
dom without exceptkm. 

.M. de la Fayette was so disgusted at the shameful 
scene on the 18th of April, that he resigned the command 
of the nalional guards. It then appeared how much he 
was b^oved by them* All the battalions assembled. 
They aj^nted deputations to the general, expressing 
, sorrow tot their past conduct, and promising imjJicit o- 
b^ien^e to his orders in future. They also sent depot* 
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alidns to the muoioipaUty and t^ the depftrtmeoti en« 
treating them to join in solieitingihe general to resume 
the eommaiid. 

The hotel of La Fayette was filled vlth these deputa- 
tions from the different hattaUons, from the time that he 
had giyen in his resignation until the f^Uowkg mom<« 
iag at five o'clock. The street in which his house slood 
was crowded with the men, all waitiag with iioipatieiiee 
for the news of his having yielded to their entreaities; 
but fining that he still refined, they Went in clx>wds to 
the town-house, and begged of the municipality to, use 
their influence with the general that he should resume 
the command. The municipality, peicmiog diat citi«* 
lens of all the sections joined in this request o£ the mu 
tional guards, declared that they would become reqpotisi-* 
ble tor the future obedience of the battalimfe, and en^ 
treated the general to yield to the desire of his fellow-ci* 
ttcens. 

M. La Fayette esipresscd a proper sense of ihe honoM 
done him ; adding, that he would not presume, to give 
an mraiediate answer, bint would the following day attend 
the municipality at the town^house, and there deliver so 
them his sentimei^. 

M. La Fayette went accordingly at ten o'clock, and in 
the common haD, where he found all the representatives 
of the common council, .with deputies &om all the batta* 
lions of national guards assembled, pronounced a dis» 
course equally distinguished for modesty and good sense. 
He placed in a strong point of view the horror which 
every enlightened <utizen must have felt at beholding 
those whose duty it is to support the laws oppose their 
execution. He added that, if the capital, which was 
the cradle of the revolution, instead of respecting and o» 
beytngthe executive powers, should besiege them with 
tumults, and fatigue them with insults, it would from 
being the honoured example become the terror of the 
French nation ; that in the marks of regard with which 
his fellow-cltiaens had honoured him, too much attention 

X 2 
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biid been pii^ to an iftdrndual, but not enough t(> tbe^ 
laws. ^ Dans les marques si toucfaantes d'^aflFection que 
j'^ai re9ues,^ said he, < on a beaucoup trop fait pour moi, 
on n^a pas assez fait pour la loi ; je me suis oonvaincu, 
Hvec la plus tendre emotion, que mes camarade^ m^ai- 
moient ; je n^ai point encore su i. quel point tfa cheris* 
soient tous les principe» sur I'esquels la liberter est fon^ 
d^e.^ * And he concluded by refusing ta resume the coraw 
mand. 

On this refusal, and those observations of M. La Fay^ 
ette, it wa» resolved, that each battalion should assemble 
the following day, ttnd make a declaration of iheir senti^ 
ments on the subject pointed out in M*' La Fayette's dis^ 
•course ; which was done accordingly by all die diflferent 
regiments ; and in their declarations, instead of express^ 
ii^g attachment to their general, and wishes that he should 
resume the eonimand, they speak solely of their, submit. 
• sion to law, their zeal for the constitution, and their reso* 
lution to obey the commander in chief ^' without once men- 
tioning M. La Fayette. 

• The municipality bavhig verified the declarations of 
the national guards^ of the cannoniers, of the .various 
companies of chasseUrs, and of the cavaLry, decreed, that 
the mayor at die head of a deputation of eight members 
of the common council should wait on the general, and 
represent to him that it would ei)danger the state if he 
persisted in hie £rst resolution, and that the greatest 
proof of patriotism he could give would be to resume, the 
command. 

It wi» impossiUe to resist ionger-«-M. La Fayette 
thanked the mayor and deputation in becoming terms ; 
and the day following having resumed the command, he 
expressed his sense of the honour done him by the vari- 
ous corps ; and'being then on the parade before the town* 

* In the affecting marks of altaehment I have received, too much re- 
gard is shown to me, and too little to the laws. I am thoroughly con- 
vinced that my comrades love me ; but i am still to learn, how far they 
are attached to those principles on which liberty is founded* 
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house, be propoeed that they should go in a body to the : 
king, taking with them all of their comrades whom they . 
might meet by the way, and express their sorrow and re-r 
pentance for what was past, and renew to his majesty. 
their declaration of allegianee. 

This proposal was directly adopted. M. La Fayette 
accompanied them to the I'uilleries ; addressed the king, 
in the name of all the national guards, in the terms which 
had been agreed on ; received a gracious reception and 
answ/cr from the nioniarch ; and as soon as this was known, 
the troops expressed their satisfaction by repeated excla- 
mations of < Vive le Roi ! Vive le Restaurateur de la 
Liberie Frangoise ! Vive le Petit-fils de Henri IV !^ * 

In this behaviour of the national guards, who having 
been excited to mutiny and sedition were so jsoon after-^ 
brougKt to a sense of their crime, and to such expressions 
of remorse, a strong proof will be fotmd of jtbat ficklenesa 
as well as sensibility which is so remarkableiti thp French 
character. 

This people receive impressions with astonishing sens* 
ibility ; but these impressions are efiaced, and give way 
to others of a different nature, with a rapidity as extraor^ 
dinary as the acuteness with which they were first felt ; 
which makes the French appear in the eyes of their neigh- 
bours sometimes in the light of children, and sometimes 
in that of madmen. But when, in consequence of this, it 
is imagined that they will be easily taken the advantage 
of, they display of a sudden, and when least expected, 
a maturity and soundness of judgment that is more 
surprising and vexatious to their enemies than all the 
rest. 

This return of the national guards to a sense of their 
duty was highly provoking to a set of men who, unhap- 
pily for France, were at this time concentered in the capi- 
tal. Some of these men from mistaken notions of go- 
vernment, and some from interested and malicious mo- 

* Long live the King ! Long live the Bestorer of French Liberty t 
Long live the Gcandaon of Henry lY 2 
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tives, w^ve conliQuailj raiftng susptdons of the ktog^ and 
endeavouriog to create diioord and dtrnfusion. The per- 
sons alluded to bad not so much influence in the national 
assembly, nor in the' municipality, as they came to have 
soon afterwards ; nor were they so powerful at this time 
in the Jacobin society, to which many members of the 
national assembly belonged, as they were in the club of 
Corddiers and the Sod^te Fraternelle^ chiefly composed 
erf" the refuse of the Jacobins. 

The municipality having beea informed that some 
grenadiers of a certain division of the national guards had 
been particularly active on the 18th in promoting the mu«* 
tiny, had held Uie most abusive language i^nst the roy- 
al family, and had threatened to fire upon the cavalry, 
who by M. LaFayette^s orders were endeavouring to dis- 
engage the hinges coach, decreed that^this company should 
be reduced, and another raised in its stead: The reduc- 
tion took place immediately ; but as it was represented 
to the municipality^ that fourteen only had been guilty of 
the crimes charged, all the rest were admitted into the 
Aew-formed company. This transaction was laid hold of 
by the factious clubs above alluded to, as a in*etext for 
murmurs, accusation, and sedition. The fourteen dis« 
carded soldiers were received with marks of favour by the 
fraternal society : they were feasted by the Cordeliersy^and 
treated as persecuted patriots ; while the conduct of the 
launicipality was condemned, and M. La Fayette was ac« 
cused as an enemy of liberty, and oi being bought by 
the eourt. Emissaries wore also employed to blacken his 
character, and misrepresent bis conduct, among the 
groups of the idlers in the places of public resort. Pla. 
cards were posted up, and pamphlets published gainst 
him. At the Cordeliers some men were heard to declare, 
that it Vould be meritorious to assassinate him ; and at 
the fraternal society a woman, fired by the eloquence of 
these orators, and intoxicated with the spirit of patriot*, 
ism, called him among other bad names a second Sisera^ 
and swore that she would take the earliest opportunity of 
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enleriog bis house, and SrWing a nidi into Iris taaiples 
wbUe he was fiut asleep. 

The capital was kept in such a state of agitattaa by a 
few daring and unprindpled meo} who had the dhrection 
of those ittcendAary societies, and tbroagh their means 
great influence in the populous suburbs of St* AnUnne and 
St. Maroeau, where the poorest and most desperate of the 
citiaens lired, that the king was advised to a measure, 
which, joined to what he had already done, would, as was 
imagined, remove all jealousy of him, annihilate every 
pretext for complaint, and at onc^ restore the public tran* 
qutllity« M. Montmorin, at this time minister for foreign 
aflPairs, came to the national assembly, and read a letter 
wluch by the king^s command, as he asserted, he hlul 
tmasmitted to all the French ambassadors and residents at 
foreign courts, as his majesty^s genuine and sincere senti* 
ments respecting the revolution, and the constitution 
which was just about to be established in France, and 
which those ambassadors and residents were required to 
make known to all the courts of Europe, that there might 
ao longer remam any doubt of the king^s complete appro- 
bation of the new form c^ government which he had sworn 
to maintain. 

In this letter the following account of the revolution is 
given.-*< Ce que Ton appelle la revolution, n*est que 
Pancantissement d*une foide d^abus, accamuUs depuis des 
siecles par Perreur du peuple, ou le pouvoir des ministres, 
qui n'a jamais ci6 le pouvoir des rois. 

* Cos abus nMtaient pas moins funestes k la nation 
qu^au monarque. Ces abus, Tautorite, sous des regnes 
heureux, n^avoit cesse de les attaquer, sans pouvoir les 
d^truire. Its n'^cxistent |^us. La Nation souveraioe n'^a 
plus que des citoyeos ^gaux en droits, plus de despote 
que la Icn, plus dWganes que des foneticmmures puUics, 
et le roi est le premier de ces fpnc(ionnaires. Telle est 
la revolution Frangojse/ * 

. * TTbal wUcb is callad the levdatiodt Is nerdy an annihilation of a 
number of ahuses which kaA been allowed to accumidattf In the eoune of 

ages 
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It WHS added, tfa«t^ < all the ki^g^a.power ^bs maihtiua^ 
ed bj the constitution^ except the dangerous power of 
fnaking laws ; that the French nation bad no internal ene- 
^108, but those who are ao foolish as to imagine that 
twenty-four millions of men, aft^r havipg by a bold exer-i 
tion destroyed the abuses of their government, will quiet- 
ly permit them to be re-established ; that the most dan- 
gerous enemies of the pation were thp9e who circulated 
doubts of the king's love of the constituticm ; that such 
men were either very blind or very wicked ; that, believ- 
ing themselves the friends, they wer^ the real enemies, of 
royalty ; that calumny had even gone the length of assert- . 
ing, that the king did not enjoy perfect liberty— 4ind this 
merely because he chose to remain constantly within Paris 
•^a choice which he owed to the patriotism aud love of 
the citizens^* 

If the pope, by some extraordinary accident, had fallen 
into the hands of the Hugonots during the war<)f the 
licague, and had then issued a declaration importing^ 
that, * being at perfect freedom^ he took that oj^rtunity 
of avowing his belief in the religious opinions of Calvin ; 
that all who insinuated that he was, or ever had been, of 
a different way of thinking were guilty of groins calumny ; 
for what he wished above all things was to see the Homan 
Catholic worship with all its abominations abolished;' 
such a declaration would have been thought every bit as 
sincere on the part of his holiness as those in the letter to 
the foreign courts in the name of Lewis XVI were be^ 
lieved to be either at those courts, or among the French 
themselves* after they began to reflect, lyhich they never 

ages by the error of the pepple or the power of ministers* but never were 
part of the power of the kings. ' * . ^ 

.' Those abuses were not less detrimental to the nation than to the mo». 
narch. Under the happiest reigns tiiese abuses were attaclLed by authori- 
ty inrithout being removed. They exist od longer. The sovereign nation 
consists of citizens equal in their rights. There is now no power superior 
to law ; no organ by which the law can speak but the public officers ap* 
pointed for that purpose f and the king is the first of those public offic^rs^ 
^pcb Is the Fr^Bcli revQivitiop, / .. , . ^ ! ; ^ . . ,,., i 
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cb^ttctAg the first impression* If what is announeefl is 
agreeable, the French in general are so much engroased 
wiib satisfiBiction^ • that they do not consider whedierit be 
pmbable or not* The reading of this letter was aooord-^ 
iagly heard with jdy by the assembly, and with entfaim* 
astic applause by the audience in the galleries. 

But M* Montmorin.had no part in the tompositbn.of 
this letter. It was the production of two of the mo6t po» 
pular members at that time in the national assembly i who 
being of opinion that the ill*humour and agitation of the 
Parisians proceeded entirely from the pains taken by a 
bw seditious individuals to inspire them with a notion 
that the king hated the constitution, and secretly con* 
spired with the enemies of France to overturn it, imagin-i 
ed, if his majesty would make a full and strong de«lara> 
tion of his attachment to the constitutbn, aiid that he 
would consider all its enemies, whether in or out of France^ 
as itV enemies, and order this declaration to be anitoum* 
C€^ to the different courts of Europe by his ambassadors; 
that this measure would at once defeat the designs of thfi 
se((^tious» dissipate the suspicions of the people, restore 
the public tritnquillity, and render the king eo popukr^ 
that he and the whole royal family might visit Su Olood^ 
Compeigne, and the other royal villas^ as often as they 
pleased, without raising the least suspicbn or uneasiness^ 
In consequence of this persuasion, those two deputies, be* 
ing acquainted with some persons constantly near the 
king, impressed .the same upon them. Their reasoning 
b^ing repeated to the king, was afterwards expatiated 
upon and enforcfd by the two members with such'eneigy^ 
t)iat he was at last prevailed on to adopt the measure^ 
and desired them to draw aucb a declaration as they eon^ 
ceived to be necessary for the purpose* 

They accordingly did so ; and presented it to his ma* 
jesty, who without any alteration gave it to M. de Mont* 
morin, with orders to reduce it to the form of a letter 
to be transmitted- to his ambassadora at tlie difierent 
courts. 

fd. de Montmorin, having perused this productioni 
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was astonished at the wliole, but particularly at i 
sertiona eridently in cooinidietioii witb recent events 
known ta all France. He represented ta die king, ikm 
be was much afraid it would baye an e£Peet diieetly the 
reverse of what was expected. The kipgt bring stTooi^ 
ly prepossessed in favour of the aasaanre^ told the mini»i* 
ler that those who advised it ware better acquainted than 
be could be with Ae tettper of the Fariaiane, andtbere^ 
fore be persisted in the order be bad given : on iriiicb M* 
de Montnlorin begged to be allowed to resign bis o&ce* 
The king, displeased whh the proposal, answered that he 
expected to be obeyed in the fi^st plaoe ; and widi regard 
to lus resignation, that might be settled afterwards. 

M* de Montmorin submitted, and sent the declaration 
to the ambassadors, and a copy, as has been mentioned, 
to the national assembly. * 

But, notwithstanding tbe demonstrations of joy and 
applause which tbe first reading produced, when people 
bad time to weigh and consider it with coolness and at- 
tention, it became evident that M. de Montmorin esti* 
mated it properly ; that tbe autbcMrs of the decbtfation bad 
overshot the mark they aimed at. Even those who were 
most disposed to believe that the king's resolution was to 
re^t satisfied with the constitution, and never to entar in- 
to any plot for its overthrow, could not help thinking thai 
the expressions in this declaration went greatly beyond 
what be could really feel ; and therefore condemned it in 
their hearts as a measure of weakness. Others less partial 
to tbe king condemned it as a proof of falsehood, and 
spread their (^[miions with such assiduity, that in a very 
short time tbe susjncions of bis having an intention to 
withdraw from the kingdom were more general than ever; 
and the royal family were under the necessity of remain* 
ing constantly within tbe barriers of Paris ; for it was ap- 

* The account of this transaction was received from one, whose aitua- 
Uon enabled him to be acquainted with the whole, and whose veracity 
vpmj be depended upon* 

M, de Montmorin was not superseded h^ hia office until the monUi ef 
Qclober, at his re|)eated request* . 
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parent tliat the shortest excursion might hav« ocGastone4 
a rerj dangerous insurrectbn. 

A person who had acted an important part in tbeaSairs 
of France, in consequence of* which he vas under the 
necessity of withdrawing from that coantry, had long me* 
ditated a plan for the re^stalishment of the king^i author- 
ity, which he represented as the common cause of kings» 
and bad been very active at the different oourts of Eu* 
fope in his endeavours to bring them to the same way of 
thinking. 

It was natural to expect that his arguments were as 
likely to succeed with the brother of the queen of France 
as with any other potentate. He laid his plan, therefore, 
before the emperor Leopold, who was then at Mantua, 
whom he found disposed as he could have wished, and 
soon prevailed upon him to adopt it in the most earnest 
manner. After every thing had been arranged for the 
execution of this prefect, it was thought proper to com* 
municate the particulars to the king himself, to obtain 
bis concurrence and co-operation. Count Alphonse Du^- 
Ibrt, a French gentleman of known courage and Bdelity, 
who was at that time at Mantua, was intrusted with this 
dangerous and very confidential service. At various in* 
terviews with tlie emperor, the whole particulars of the 
prefect were communicated to the count, who agreed to 
set out directly for Paris, and, as soon as he should have 
fulfilled his mission to the king, he was to return to the 
emperor with the king^s acquiescence ; for that was all that 
was required, and of it no doubt was entertained. The 
particulars of this project, consisting of twenly-one arti^ 
cles, were given to the count in writing ; but he was de* 
mred to get them by heart, lest any intelligence he might 
receive, or any accident that might happen during the 
journey* should render it necessary to destroy the paper. 

The first article expresses the general design, namely, 
the restoration of Lewis.* 

^ These articles, as far as tbe author of this work knowst^ were never 
before publisheit T|iat fhejr pet authentic, he has the most complete 
co^viption. 
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The second announces that the scheme was combined 
and supported by the emperor, the kings of Spain and 
Sardinia, the Swiss cantons, and the circles of the empire ; 
and asserts that there were assurances from other powers 
of Europe that they would not oppose. 

The third article is in the fdlowing words^-^L^Empe- 
reur fera filer 85,000 hommes sur les frontieres de Flan- 
dres et du Hainaut; i la meme epoque les troupes des 
eercles se porteront au nombre de 14,000 hommes au 
moins sur PAlsace. Les Suisses en meme nombre se pre- 
senteront sur la frontiere du Lionnois et de la Franche 
Oomte. Le roi de Sardaigne entrera en Dauphinc ayee 
15,000 hommes. L'Espagne a dej^ rassemble 12,000 
hommes dans la Catalogne, et portera ^ 20,000 les troupes 
qui menaceront les provinces meridionales. Tous ces 
differens corps formeront uce masse de 100,000 hom- 
mes, qui. se portera divisee en cinq colonnes sur chacune 
des frontieres auxquelles les differens etats correspondent. 
A ces armes se joindront les regiments restes fideles, des 
▼olontaires armes dont on est sur, et tous les mecontents 
des provinces qui n^i^ttendent que du secours poUr se de- 
clarer.* 

Article IV. L^Empereur est assur^ des bonnes disposi- 
tions du roi de Prusse, et sa majeste imperiale s'est char- 
g^e elle-mcme de la correspondance directe avec la cour 
de Berlin, bcf 

* The emperor will order 35,000 men to march to the frontiers of 
Flanders and Hainault; at the same time the troops of the circles* to 
t^e number of 14,000 at least, will march to Alsace. The same numbcr 
of Swiss will march towards the Lionnois and Franche Comte. The king 
of Sardinia will enter into Dauphin^ with 15,000 men. Spain has alrea> 
iy 12,000 in Catalonia ; and wiU augment to 90,000 the armj which wlU 
threaten the southern provinces of France* Those different corps amount 
in all to 100,000; whici) being divided into Sve columns, will press on 
(he different frontiers of France, next to the countries to which the co- 
lumns belong. Those armies will be joined by such of the French regi- 
ments as have remained faithful, by some armed volunteers who may be 
depended upon, as Well as all those in the provinces who are discontented 
with the present government, ^ho wiU declare for the king as soon as 
^le armies approach. 

\ The emperor is assured of the king of Prussia's good inteQtio^s, an4 
has taken upon himself the direct correrpondence with the court of "^esWiu 
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. Afticle V. On aura soin Ae tenir cette ooalition secrete 
jusqu^au moment de Texplosion ; c^est pourquoi on fera 
en sorte d'empScher toute insurrection partielle dans Pin^ 
terieur.* 

Article VL La pais de la Russie et de la Turqui ^tant 
plus que probable dans le courant de Juillet, on n'aura 
pas I craindre les embarras que la guerre auroit pu occa« 
sionner.f 

In the seventh article the reasons are mentioned at 
length for believing that one hundred thousand men will 
be more than sufficient : the principal is, that these armies 
are to be considered only as auxiliaries to the nobility, the 
troops^ and the natives of France who will declare for tbo 
same cause as soon as the combined armies shall appear 
on the frontiers. 

Article VIIL Every thing to be ready by the end of 
August. A protestation by all the branches of the Bour-^ 
bon family> signed by the kings of Spain and Naples, and 
the prince of Parma, will be published. A manifesto of 
the emperor will appear soon after. 

Article IX, Quoique rempereur soit Tame et le chef 
de Tentreprise^ il seroit peutetre dangereux pour la reine 
qu'^il parut en etre le premier mobile, et onne manqueroit 
pas d^attfibuer a la maison d'Autriche ce que Tassemblee 
s'efiorcera de faire parokre odieux au peuple. C^est pour., 
quoi, et du consentement de Pempereur, on aura soin de 
faire paroitre ayant tout, la protestation de la maison de 
Bourbon, et le manifeste de S. M . I. venant au secours 
des princes lezds, prennant la defense des tetes couron- 
nees avec de plus grands moyens, n'en sera que plus im- 
posant.j 

* Care will be Uken to keep this coalition secret till the moment of ex- 
plosion, for which purpose partial insurrections in the interior parts of the 
kingdom should be provented. 

t As a peace betwixt Russia and Tnrkej will in aU probability tike 
place in July, nothing is to be feared from the disorders which a continu- 
ation of that war might ha^e occasioned. 

t Although the emperor Is the souland chief of the enterprise, it might 
be dangerous for the queen that be should appear to be the fifst mover tof 

it; 
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Articles X and XJ entirely regard the, protestation in^ 
tended to be published in the name of the Bourbon fa* 
ttiily. The king and queen of Naples have seen it ; and 
only wait until it shall be signed by the king of Spain, be- 
fore Uiey sign it. 

Article XIL The king of Sardinia is in the bast di^ 
position ; his troops are ready, and he only waits the sig- 
nal from the emperor. 

AriicU XII L The diet of Ratisbon has not yet taken 
final resolutions. 

Article XIV. The return of certain persons sent to o- 
ther courts is expected, and the best hopes of their co- 
operation, or at least of their neutrality, is entertained* 

Article XV. Every tiling being thus arranged, the king 
and queen are entreated not to allow this plan to be dis« 
turbed by any new ideas, and that they will be very care- 
ful to whom they communicate any part 9f the scheme. 

Article XVL The king and queen are warned to place 
no confidence in M. La Fayette, and also not entirely to 
trust M. de Montmorin. Mention is made of the king's 
deckration to foreign courts by his ambassadors ; that it 
bad shocked many, but had not imposed on any person of 
discernment.with regard to the king^s real sentiments. 

Article XVII relates to particular manceavres*intended 
to mislead people's conjectures as to the real design. 

Article XVIII declares that a correspondence has been 
always kept up with various members of the French par- 
liaments dispersed in different parts of Europe, who are to 
unite in the first ccmsiderable town of France that shall be 
in the power of the coalition ; and there to compose a par- 
liament, to establish forms, to pronounce the nullity of the 
decrees of the national assembly, to judge and condemn cri- 
ininals, and that all possible eclat will be given to this court. 

it ; for whatever is most odious in the ejes of tKe peoptet or wluit the 
assembly can make jqipcar eo» wUI Im impnted to the house of Austria. 
JFor this reason, with the emperor's consent, the protestation in the name 
of the house of Bourbon will appear in the Sist pbce; and then his im- 
Iperial miyest]r*s manifesto in favour of the injmed princes^ and in defence 
•fall crowned heads, wiU aj^ar with greater efficacy. 
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Jrtide XIX. Qttoique Toil ait desiri jusqu*^ present 
que leur& maJ6stcs puisaent eUes-memes se procurer leiir 
liberty, la situation presente engage a les supplier tr^ 
instament de n^y plus songer : leur position est bien dif- 
ferente de ce qu'elle etoit avant le 18 Avril, avant que 
le roi eut et^ force d'aller \ Tassembl^e, et d'*ccrire la Ict- 
tre aux ambassadeurs. L^unique objet dont leurs iaajes«> 
tes doivent fi^occuper est de ne rien negliger de ce qui 
pent discrediter Tassembiee, et d'^einplojrer tous les* inoj« 
ens possibles a augmeater lear popularite, pour en tlrer 
parti quapd le moment sera venu, et de maiiiere que le 
peuple effraye a Tentree des armees etrangcres en France 
Be iroye son salut que dans sa soumiission a I'autorite de 
S, M. Telle est 1 opinion de I'empereur;* il attache uni« 
quement \ ce plan de oonduite le succ^s des mesures 
qull adoptees, et il demande instamment qu^bn eloigoe 
toufe autre idee* Ce qui arriveroit \ leurs majestes si 
dans leur fuite elles pe pouvoient echapper a une i^urveiU 
Ifinoe barbare le fisiit fremif d*horreur. S. M. I. croit que 
la sauvegnrde la plus s&re pour leurs majestes est une ar«« 
mee de 130,000 bommes precedee par des manifestes 
menacflot** 

* AlUioagh antil this period it was to be wished that their majesties 
Ml been aMe to procure their liberty^ yet In the present juncture thejr 
are-eutveated uot to think of making any attempt for that purpose. Their 
sttoation is very different from what it was before the 18th of April, be- 
fore the king was forced to go to the national assembly, and write the 
tester to the ambassadors. 

*t\m prisdpai object which their majesties ought to attend to, is to ims 
jglect nothing which may bring discredit upon the assembly, and employ 
every means of augmenting their own popularity ; from which great be- 
nefit may be derived Jiereafter, when the people, terrified at the entrance 
of foreign troops into France, may see no safety but in submission to his 
SDigc8ty*» authority. 

This is the emperor*a opinion \ and he rests all hopes of the success of 
his measures on this plan of conduct being adhered to. He earnestly en- 
treats every other idea may be given lip^ The dreadful consequences to 
tiidr majesties, which might follow an unsuccessful attempt to escape, 
cannot be thoaght of without horror. The emperor thinks that their ma- 
jesties best secttrUy is in an army of ISO/XM) men, preceded 1^ threaten* 
iag manifestoes. 
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Ankle XX relates to the due de Fdlignac, Wlnr ^as 
to carry <h) a correspondence with a person in the oonfi-* 
denee of the emperor. 

Jrtick XXI recommendB full confidence in the coont 
Alpbonae Durforto 

From the reception which the FrusBianr airmy met with 
when they attempted to penetrate into France the foUow<^ 
ing yeor^ many wilt imagine that this scheme of the 
eropercHT would have had no better sucdess^ bad it beeq 
fair)y ^ied; and possibly their conjecture is just. At 
the same time rt ntust be* -acknowledged tliat there waa 
more reason to expect success at the first period than at 
the second* The frontier towns w^re then more out of 
repair^ worse provided in military stores, and more weiak- 
ly garrisoned. The calumnies against the king had not 
made such impression on the minds of the people. Be« 
publican principals were not so widely diffused.* Tho 
king had not fled from the capital^ and undergone all 
those mortifications to which he was espoifced after being 
Stopped at Yarennes, and during his return to Paris; 
circumstances which tended to lower, him in the eyes 
of the populace more than all that had happened be* 
fore. . n 

But what would have been the effect of this project; 
had the king completely adopted it, and adhered to the 
injunctions expressed in the articles communicated to him 
by the count Durfort, cannot be known ; for th& unhap?' 
py prince, being in dread of the utmost violence fnmi the 
Increasing rancour of his enemies, at last listened to a pros^ 
posal made to him by M. de Bouille, who commanded 
the troops on the frontiers, to atteiupt to escape with bi^ 
family out of the kingdom ; or at least to Montmedi, a 
garrisoned town on the frontiers of France, adjoining to 
the duchy of J^uxembourg, This plan had been long in 
preparation, and it is probable was kpowo to the empe* 
rors from the earnest manner in which the king is desired 
to abandon it in the IJHh of the articles above enumerat-* 
ed ; and there is reason to think that he did not agree to 
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this propose flight, unttt toibedraid of tiollmce; to bti 
fiinily lu^ person « new liidueeteeot i«^a& lidded* : 

Beside the person abote alluded w, tbeire was atnolber 
ex-minister ef Franee who htid alslo been obliged to fif 
Ae coantry. He was supposed to haire engoifed inuidi olf 
the queenV eonfldence ; notwkfasianding ' whieh^ and hiii 
former eminent situation, the scheme adopted by the em-^ 
peror for the re-establishment of the king^s aiilfadtity had 
been carefully concealed fnom himi but in spite of all the 
tare he came to the knowledge of it^ and actually pirocdtw 
ed a copy of the articles given to Connt DurfiMt/ '>Hla 
former emiinent situation in France, and the que<n*4^cbiw 
fidencey which he still enjoyed, gave him a jinst cts»m, atf 
it was most natural for him to think, tobeconMhedinf 
whateter regarded the king'^s Restoration ; and the designf 
of excluding hiin from any part in a measure Of so much 
importance, could not (sAV to exasperate him against'the 
person whom he thought the cause of this-lffcetOs^i 
Whether he was at all actuated by resentment, or entire-* 
ly from a persuasion that M. de Bouille's plan was pre- 
ferable, he knows best ; but it is bcKeved that he found 
means to prepossess the queen so strongly in favour of 
ibe plan proposed by M* de BouUFe, that she prevailed 
on the king to persevere in it,^ and to reject tl^e other 
when it was afterwards communicated, to him by the 
count Durfort. 

'There is one consideratipn which seems not to hav^ oc- 
eurred to those ministers, namely, that in adopting ei<* 
ther of thetr plans the king would be considered as hav* 
ing'broken the oath he had. taken to continue faithful to 
the constitutiiin ; and that> after the declaration made by 
his aitlbassadors at foreign courts, announced by his mu 
ntster in the assembly, this conduct would appear deceit* 
•fttl in the highest degree to the nation. 

That those two ministers were sincere in their wishes 
for the restoration of the kingV authority will not be dis^ 
puted. The pcunt on which Aey dli&red was, which of 
them should have the honour of doing it* But as this 

VOL. IV. y 
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v«s a point of no manner of ittiportaooe td their royal 
master, provided it was done at all, aome pe(^Ie blame 
the one. for concealing from the other the plan agreed to 
b}^ the emperor for that purpose; and different people 
blame that other for counteracting it by the advice he sent 
to the queen* And thus it is insinuated that tliose two' 
ministers Were influenced by jealousy and selfish motives^ 
instead of sacrificing all considerations to the great object 
of serving the king. This construction seems too severe ; 
but whether it be so or not, no inference can be drawn to 
the disadvanti^.of any existing minister in «iiy country 
of Europe ; for* 6ven . if it cpuld be- proved that the two 
ministers in question were influenced by motives of inte^ 
rest or ambition, more than, by regard for their sovereign, 
it ought to be remembered that they were both out of 
place ; and that nothing is more different than the senti- 
ments, of ministers out of place from those of ministers 
ivhoarein. : 



CHAPTER XXV. 

The Royal famify escape ftim Paris'^^re stopped at Vatemes 
'^Various Inddtnts on thai occasion — They are obliged to re^ 
turn to Paris-^Reflections. 

Jk consequence of the plan formed by M. de Bouill^ for 
the escape of the royal family, the king and queen, with- 
out any attendant, came^ on the 11th of June, to the a- 
partment of madame de Rodiereuil, a lady in the queen's 
service; and, after examining ^the rocnns and their com- 
munications minutely, informed her that they were need- 
ed for another person. This apartment communicated by 
a corridor with the queeh^s* 

On the 17th, as M; Dumoustier, who had formerly be* 
longed to the garde-du«KK)rps, was walking alone in the 
garden of the Tuilleries'^ a person whom he did not know 
accosted him, and desired that he would follow him into 
the palace. Dumoustier was directly conducted to the 
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kii^, to iriiDm he bad never before had tbe hdiiomr of 
'speakings His majesty desired that he m^kt order for 
himself^ and for Messrs. Maldent and Valory, two of his 
old companions} three couriers jackets of a yellow colour; 
and that he should walk the same evening on the quay of 
the Font Royal^ irbere he would be joined by a person 
who would ^ve him farther instructions. 

•All these directions were carefully attended to ; aad> fioh 
consequence of the instructions given to Dumoustier 1^ 
the unknown person at the quay, Vabry went on the SOth 
to Bondy to order horses and wait there for the king» 
Dumoustier was at the Porte S«nt Martin with a coach 
and four. A coach with only two horses arrived about 
eleven in the Cour des Princes. M, Maldent entered the 
palace privatdy at nine in the evenings . and was condueU 
ed into a small chamber, where he remained until near 
twelve. Nothing extraordinary' was observed in tbe ap- 
pearance or conduct of any of die royal family. They rch 
tired at their usual hou^ ; and the usual orders were given 
£pr tbe following day. 

The queeu then gave orders that the prince and ptiti-i 
cess royal should be dressed, and conducted to a room 
vfhejce she hetself was with the lung and the princess £lijEa- 
beth. There were . besides : two unknown^ tnen, one- of 
whom immediately was directed to conduct the two female 
attendants on the prince and princess royal tO; a qIu4o 
which was. found waiting for them on tbe Quai Voltaire. 
Having placed them in tbe carriage, their conductor with* 
drew; and the ladies were driven to Claye. Tbe other 
unknown person aceompanied-the prince and princess roy- 
al and Madame de Tourzel by the apartment of Madamie 
de Rouchereuil into tbe Cour des Princes;, where having 
entered tbe coach with two horses^ they were driven to 
the Carousel, andisoon joined by the queen and the prin- 
cess Elizabeth who came together without any attendant, 
and were helped into the carriage by the coachman. The 
king came last^ attended by M. Maldent who mot^nted. be- 
hind the coach, which was immediately driven to tbe Porta 
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SahU Mairtin ) iad having eachan^ ih tat ^tmeianwgb 
wUh finir bones which awaited them under the core of 
Mk I>uin0U8tier^ theijr were all driven to Boady, where M* 
Vakiry had horses id readiness^ The diaise witfi the two 
ladies joiw^ thpm on ihe road. Altfaobgh ihef daiie cyat 
of tlie, carriage at some at the pastJmises^ and the kiag 
conversed familiarly and with appaiieot ease wilb several 
ffersoos he met there, they were m^t once suspected ta be 
othw than the characters they assamed^ until they arrived 
tkt St« Men^howld, about 170 miles from Paris*''-^ town 
4iinb^ distinguished by thememoreUe stand made by the 
French uilder the command i^ Dumoilrierir 

MoAsteur the king^s blether and his oonsort were com* 
piiehendtd in H^ de BouiUe's plan* They left the pakce 
^f Xuaemboiirg about the same timer thai the king and 
'^ueen left the Tuilleries; but it was iigreed for various 
-teftsdns that they should take a different road ; and ae- 
-tdit^ftigly directiiig their course by Fkmdeny ^y arrived 
eafely «t MonSc 

The king and queen were not so fortonate^ though at 
-this: platt tbe;^ may aaturally be supposed to have thought 
All thrir own danger over, to hav« been fiKdicitous only a- 
bout that of monsieur and msdaihe^ and wishing them the 
sam^ gdod fortune with themselves. Drouet^ the post- 
mister at St. Menehould, had never seen either the king 
or queen; but be had seen a portrait of her majesty, and 
was struck with the resemblance of that porttak to bis 
guest^ the pretended Baroness Krotf, which was the name 
the queen had assumed. T4iis, however^ might have pass- 
ed without making mueh impresMOn, had not he reoolleoC- 
ed that t#0 detaebsMnts^ the one of hussars^ and the other 
of dragoons, bad airtved the same day at St. Menehould. 
The former had lilready left the town } the latter were 
still in it. While he iras ruminating on this cireumstanee, 
which he thought a little extraordinary^ he observed the 
officer who commanded the dragoons speaking to one of 
the couriers in a manner somewhat mysteriousi while the 
-other couriers, having paid the former postilions too li- 
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benlly, were inpatiently puidiing the new enes to make 
ha$iB. neae/obsenrations revived the susjneions which 
the sig^' of the queen had raised in the mind of Drouet ; 
Imt still they did not form a presumption strong enough 
to justify him in ytopjnng the carnages, which were aS-i 
lowed to proceed But soon after their departure, when 
Drouet perceived that the dragoons were prctparing tofol-* 
low them, his suspteions amounting in his mind to a cer# 
faintj) without farther hesitation he called To $trm$ ! 4^: 
sei'ting that it oertoSnlj w$m the royal family that had just 
passed ; that it Wias the duty xxf good citis^ss to prevent 
their going out of- the kingdom'; and he instigated all a*, 
round to hinder the dragoons from following the oarriag^s. 
Drouet was believed in his assertions ; and, what seems • 
little' tinacoountable, his directions were literally followed. 
The whole detachment of dragoons remained passive, in- 
stead of silencing Drouet, and riding after the king, as 
might have been expected. Drouet, with a person of the 
name of Guillaume, set out on horseback with all expedi-> 
tion to Clermmit, and was there informed, that instead of 
going to Metz, as the couriers who attended the carriages 
had given out, they had taken the road to Varepnes, on 
which he and his companion by a cross road, impraictiea* 
Ue to. carriages, went to that place, and arrived at the inn 
of the Bras d'Or some minules befm*e the king. 

They informed Le Blanc, tiie innkeeper, that two car- 
ridges were on the point of arriving with the king and 
|t>yal family, whp were secretly withdrawing from the 
kingdom ; that it was every body's duty to stop them ( 
fmd there was not a moment to be lost Le Blanc imme- 
diately ran with this intelligence to the proenreur syn- 
dic, who ^ted as chief magistrate in the absence of the 
mayor, who heiog a member of the national assembly was 
llien at Paris. The procureur sent his servants to rouse 
all the municipal officers, the national guards belonging 
to the town, and the inliabiiants in general. Itaouet and 
Ottillaume dragged a loaded waggon which they perceiv. 
ed in the street, and overset it^ across Ui^. bridge^ to ob« 
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Struct the paMage of the carriages in case they attempted 
to proceed bj force through the town. Le Blanc with 
his brother returned to the inn, armed themselves, and 
with a few followers met the carriages, and cxdered di^m 
to stop. The postiKons were continuing to proceed* Thqr 
were threatened to be fired upon. < We are all good 
patriots,^ cried the couriers, ^ provided with regular pasfrk 
ports for Frankfort. < PatrioUa ou won^ replied Le Blanc, 
i pud i Urre^ The ,procureur syndic then approached 
the carriage which was drawn by six horses, followed by 
three servants on horseback, the three couriers in yellow 
jackets being on the coach-box. He was presented with 
a passport for the baroness Kn^, her family and attends 
ants, going to Frankfort. It was signed ZotcM, afiid be- 
neath Mwiltmarin, The magistrate, without discovering 
that he had any suspicion of the persons, alleged that it 
was too late to exaipine the passport, it being then mid- 
night ; that the roads were very bad, and that it would 
be dangerous in many respects for them to attempt to go 
on before day-break ; and he offered to accommodate the 
whole company in his own house until then. This offer 
was accepted, partly'^from a dread of the consequence of at- 
tempting to proceed by force, and partly from an expect- 
ation that the arrival of troops would oblige the magis- 
trates to submit in their turn. 

Soon after a party of hussars, commanded by an mde- 
de-camp of M. de Bouille, arrived. They drew up be- 
fore the prbcureur's house. This magistrate, not being 
as yet abscdutely certain that his guests were in reality 
the royal family, went to the house of M. de Lon, a judge, 
who had seen the king, and begged that he would ac- 
company him back to ascertain the point, which the judge 
agreed to. On bis return the procureur, addressing the 
officer who commanded the hussars, said, < that as there 
was reason to think it was the king whom they had stop- 
ed, it was hoped that he and his men. were too good citi- 
zens not to lend their aid to prevent his^ritbdrawing out 
of the kingdom/. 
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n^ht pramneur th«ni|scciided wifii M. de Lonlinto tbe 
diioiinber where the royal family were; the hu^nt. that 
De Lon tUew his eyes on' the ling^ he signified by an 
espmHsire kx^ to the magistrate that it was uhquestion- 
ahly he. . . 

The. unhappy prince, having observed this,, thought 
that all farther dissimulation would be vain ; turning 
therefore with great emotion to the procureur, he said,-^ 
' Oui,je suis votreroi. Place dans la capitale au mi- 
Kea des poignards et des bayonnettes, je viens chercher 
en province, au milieu de m&k fideles sujets, la liberte et 
lapaix dont vous jouiseez tons. Je he puis plus rester ^ 
'Paris sans y mourir, ma &mille et moi.^ * 

He concluded this affecting address by coDJuring the 
magistrate and those around to assist him in making his 
escape. The procureur replied, that he had sworn to be 
faithful to the nation, the law, and his majesty ; and that 
in his own opinion he should betray all three by doing 
what was required. He begged therefore that the king 
would give over thoughts of proceeding- farther, and 
would coasait to return to the^apital. The queen, shocks 
ed with the idea of being dragged back to Paris, taking 
the dauphin in her arms, in the most pathetic terms con^- 
jured. tbe nmgistrate, and all who heard her, to save the 
lives ql their king and his children by assisting th^m to 
escape ; for that misery and ruin awaited them at the 
ca]»taL 

But the prooureur and others continuing to urge the 
necessity of their returning, the king declared, * that he 
had no design to withdraw from die kingdom ; ^hat his 
intention was to go no farther than to Montmedi ; that 
the national guards might accompany him ; and that he 
Isad a right by the constitution to travel \rithin the king- 
dom without controul.' They showed him the decree by 

* yfi$p I aoi jour king. Being surrounded in tbe capital bjr dagg^f 
and bayoneits, I come to my faithful subjects of this province in search of 
that liberty and safety which you all enjoy. My family and I were 19 
centiaaal daager of being mttid«r«d At JParls. 
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which lie was i>b%od neir^r to go to a graatcr dktinoe 
than twenty leagues from the natioDal assembly* The 
officer who oomihaoded the national ^uanb. ofasenrhig 
that the hussars were ordered to perform some evohstions, 
suspected there was an intention of seizing the cannon 
.whidi pointed on the procnieur^s house. He therefore 
.made them be moved to the extremities of the strieet, aad 
-guanded by strong parties of his men ; by which manmu- 
wre the hussars were plased between two batteries. The 
officer who comfflanded the huasars attempting to more 
,hiii detachment out of this ntnation, it was imagined that 
he intended to go in search of other troops cf covidry, 
which were supposed to be on the kukU and tfaeo to re- 
turn in greater force. On this siispicbn the migor of the 
national guard refused to let them paas. Their ^rommaad- 
iag officer struck at the major with bis aabre ; the other 
avoided die stroke, fired his pistol, and wounded the dra- 
goon officer.. This combat took place in sight of the 
whole party of hussars, who remained passiTe spectators; 
and when their officer was carried into a house on account 
of his wound, they demanded that an^cercf the na- 
tional guards might be Appointed to command them. la 
•whatever intention these hussar^ had eome.to Varennes, 
3t is evident from their conduct that they were at tfai^ 
period more indined to join the citi^eas than, to obey 
iheir officer ; they had probably been gained over by the 
national guards immediately after they entered the town* 
. During these transactiona, the procureur) the judge» 
and the municipal officers were endeavouring to persuade 
the king to return to fhe capital ; to which both he and 
the queen expressed the greatest aversion. One of the 
aatbofll gendarmerie suddenly arrived; he eaid he had 
escaped a thousand chances of being stopped ; for that 
many parties of cavalry patrolled the roads near the iown^ 
and that the son of general de Bouille was at no great 
distance with a body of troops. ' Soon after an ' aide-de« 
camp of M. jLa F.ayette arrived. He. brought orders 
from the national assembly^ j^bi«h h^ pt:es^ted. ta.iba 
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lung* He: tapreaented to him the umv^ensaT^UDettsinesg 
whieh hk wiikdnuruig bad oocaaiooed at die capital, and 
the datgar.of his remmog ao near the frontiers* The 
king repeated hb former assertions that he never intends 
ffd to g» out of Fiance; ^ibat his plan was to ^ no far* 
iher than .Mpntiiiedi«**tbeae«he would be out of the power 
flf aaet of men who.mitled the populace of Paris, who 
overawed the national asasmbly, and seemed bettt on his 
nun, that of the monaidiy» and of the French nation. 
Tbat*whan be and his family should be saib at MonU 
medi, the people of France would have it in their power 
to nanifeattlMfir real inclination with rsgsrd.lio him> and 
also with regard to those leaders of the populaee of Parisp 
irho, by halving their king and his family in their handflb 
.^qpoeted to enslave them and tyranniae over, the wlude 
ktagdom«^ And he again iniisted on {miGeeding on his 
jonmey^ inntin^ the pnocureur and national guards to 
accompany htm. The answer to all this was a repetition 
of the £ermer entreaties that bis msj^pty wquld return to 
Paris. M. Maagin» a surgeon, wi|:b twelve or fourteen 
4^ the inhabitants oki horseback, had with wonderful zeal 
nod activity roda ai:ound all the villages near Var^nnes 
pvopagatiDg the news^ sod animatipg the peoj^e to hastei 
40 tbeasnatanceof themagistraites; and, a^. the moroing 
jras now beginning to break» they brought accounts of 
parties' pf cavalry thajt had beeaseen in the neighbours- 
hood- These, accounts were soon after verified by. an at- 
Mmpt made by oii^ party to eqi^r tlie towp, who were re*- 
pulaed by the national guards. It; was now thought dan* 
gerpas to j^etain the royal family any lopger so near the 
frontiers; and. instead of the entreaties which had been 
hitherto used to induce the king to return to the capital^ 
» steady declarati(>n wai made So him of the absolute ne^ 
cessity of bis complying with that measure. 

The rpyal family were, obliged to set out, guarded by a 
numerous band of national guards, and accompanied by 
the municipal officers of Varennes. The. march was harcL 
ly.cpmmm^ when acmsiderable body pf tropps, partis 
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cularly a detachment of the regtment of vpjml AUemand, 
were seen on a height at no great distanoe ; they seemed to 
meditate an attack ; <hi oblerving the steady CDuiitebance 
of the escort they desisted. 

A party of hussars, however, commanded ' by the son of 
General Bouiile, attempted to- piaiss a river, with a view 
to have intercepted the national guards, or to harass attd 
retard them in their march, until sodi time as lUl the de^ 
tachments of cavalry which were on the it>ad joinibg, they 
might be able to rescue the kiiig; but in this attempt he 
failed. 

It will be thought that the movements of so many 
troops might have created sUqpieion that some extraordi- 
nary project was carrying on; but M. de Bouill^ had 
precluded any surprise on that account, by a puUic de- 
claration sometime before, that the circumstances <^ the 
times rendered an encampment near Montmedi highly 
expedient. He had gone himself' on the 18th of June, 
and with severial officers had reconnoitred the ground on 
which th^ camp was to be pitched, and had given orders 
for a great quantity of bread to be baked and in readiness 
for the troops. He had reviewed the regiment of royal 
'Allemand at Stenay, and been very liberal in Jits praises 
both of officers and men ; and, on the pretext of a valua- 
ble treasXire being to pass that way, be ordered detach- 
ments of dragoons and hussars to patrol from the first 
post, after passing Chalons on the road from Paris, aH 
the way to Montmedi. Those detachments were all com- 
tnanded by chosen and confidential officers, who were aur 
thorized to inform the troops under their command that 
it was the king they were protecting, at any time when 
they should think such information necessary. Their or- 
ders also were that, when they had seen the royal car- 
riages pass, each detachment was at a proper distance to 
folk>w, and cover their escape all the way to Montmedi, 
where the whole were to rendezvous, and join the troops 
which would be found there. So that the plan seems to 
have be^u contrived with judgment, and exeouted witb 
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aitldi^ss, tititii the arrival of the royal ftiafly at St. Mene- 
hould and Varennes. It is thought that Dtouet might 
harre be^ seized by the dragooiis at St. Menehould» and 
prevented from raising the country ; that the hussars at' 
Varennes might have cleared the way for the carriages, 
and Enabled them to proceed before the national guards 
were assembled in force. It is said that Uie officer who 
commanded them proposed tbis^ but was prevented by 
the king, tt is also bdieved by some, that if all the 
detachments on the road had joined that of the royal 
Allemand which appeared in the heights between Varen- 
nes and Clermont, and had made a brisk attack on the 
national guards^ they might even then have rescued the 
n>yal family, and conducted them to Montmedi. A dread 
of endangering the lives of the king and queen, it is pro^ 
bable, prevented any of those attempts from being made* 
What rendered the failure of M. de Bouille^s plan more • 
vexatious as well as more surprimng is, that almost all the 
diffltfulties were fortunately surmounted, and it was on the 
pmnt of succeeding when it was blasted. By much the 
greatest difficulty was to get the royal family clear out of 
the Tttilleries and Louvre, at a time when there was so 
great a suspicion of their intending to escape, and so 
many persons placed near them merely for the purpose of 
watching their conduct ; and next to this it was most di£* 
ficult to get them out of Paris. These, however, were 
happily accomplished ; but still there was great reason to 
dread that some of the party would be known by the peo* 
pie at the post-houses near the capital. Thai also was 
happily avoided ; and they arrived,, without creating the 
least suspicion, not only to such a distance as infinitely 
diminished the chance of being known by the people at 
the post-houses, but also at a part of the country where 
such a number of troops were stationed for their protection 
as, it might have been thought, would have prevented 
them from being stopped, even although they should have 
been known. It seems likewise surprising, that a project 
.so well combined^ and the execution of which was intrust- 
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cd to choma mm* mottjy of the mUitary pf^tmoj^^ und 
whose intereil, boQoW) and lires^ were aU stmngly involve 
od in ;t3 succeaa, should have bedn fi^ustrated by mw ua^ 
connfcted wtdi ud nukoown to eaeh other, wbo^ bad. no 
particular interest ia the master* What renders Aia stitt 
more remarkal]^ ie» that the natnrai indinaiioki p£ tha 
l^art is U> assist those who are pUiged to % or eenaeal 
themsehes to save their liyes, and to eonrider those who 
betray them a3 worthless men. The supposed guilt of the 
fug^tiTe wiU not save their betrayers from the impntatioQ. 
They will be put on a footing with the odious and despv 
cable class of spies a«d informens which certain goyero* 
menta empk>y'-<-a set of wretdbes who, despised even by 
those who hire them# attend eoffeehousee and puUie 
meetings on purpose to cateh unguarded expressiopim to 
pervert, and to betray. In vain do such characters en** 
deavpur to ekreen themselv^ firom hatred, by pleading 
their utility, and the support they give to gov^nunent^ 
These pleas may be urged with more force in favour of 
hangmen, but cannot render the profession less disgrace* 
ful. 

The hiaa of the human heart to assist the unfortimsto 
who are flying to save their lives* is strongest wben the fu« 
gitives are of a tender age, the. weaker sex, or of royal 
tmk* All those motives were cppbined on the present 
occasion. ^ 

< Of the great numb^ of persons of both seaea wbo were 
priyy.to the conceahn^t and escape of Charles II after 
the battle of Worcester, several of whom discovered the 
king hyacddent, and without haviog been intrusted with 
the secnet, it is probable that son\e were no great fri^s 
to royalty^ yet every one was fiuthful and aealous to assist 
the unhappy prince in his escape, although death was d^ 
nounoed against all who eoneealed him, and ;a great re^ 
ward proclaimed to those who should 'arrest hiro. Thirty 
thousand pounds, of reward was offered by governiQent to 
any one who should deliver up the prinire pretender, or 
give information whore be waa concealed, when ha wisa 
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Otlllod«iK The wealth bf the Indies urouM ndt have bt4b^ 
ed the p6ore«t Highlimder in Scptkuid to have done vrhat 
would have rendered htm in the eyes of htir coantrymen; 
nd in his owd^ for ever inftnlous. And txitnty who were 
enemies (o fhe ciuise of that unfortunate person, rejected 
the idea of stop{)ing him in bis flighty or betraying him 
into the hands of his* pursuers. 

It will be said that the tkfm are difPerent, and it must 
be aeknowlelged they- are do $ in the two last' mentioned 
certain death attended the fugitives if stopped, which was 
not to be apprehended in the other. Nobody could have 
stopped Charles II or the young pretender from a good 
motive ; their armies were dispersed, and there if^as no 
reason for preventing their escape, except to have them 
put to death and to get the reward. Lewis, it will be 
said, was flying to faise a civil war, and to plunge the na* 
tion again into slavery. Yet, after every allowance of this 
kind, it will be thought that humane and well*<)ispoGfed 
villagers would have been more affected by the afflictiqa 
of the royal family than by such remote consequences. 
They saw the king and queen in an agony of dread at the 
thoughts of being detained, which it might bare been ex« 
pected would hi»re damped the incfinatton ia arrest and 
earry them back to Paris. The fact was, it did not ; the 
whole country diewed eagerness and activity to both ; 
which is a strong proof of the mistake of those who strenu- 
ously asserted, that however much the revolution might 
be liked by the Parisians, it was hated by the people at 
large. A^ the disposition of the inhabitants of this pais 
ticular part of France might have indicated to the Prus^ 
aiMis who invaded it by the same quarter soon after, in 
the hopes 4]f being joined and assdsted by the natives, 
what kind of junction and assistance they had reason to 
aspect 

It was imagined that the preventing the escape of the 
<ioyal family would have precluded many evils which other- 
wise were likely to happoi. It is hardly possible, how- 
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ever» to conceive tbftt more mitehief und ttisefj eotdd 
have taken place in any supposable event Uian has aetu-* 
ally happened. The person indeed to vhom the most ^ 
dreadful portion of those calamities is to be intputed, waa 
a member of the constituent assembly ; but his influence 
there was small, and there was little probaUUty that such 
a pale emadf^ted weakly being as Robespierre was to be-» 
come the giant of the revolution, and have it in bis power 
to gratify a thirst for blood as insatiable as that attributed 
to any monster of the same race recorded in history or 
fable. 



CHAPTER XXVL 

T/ie Conduct of the National Assembly— Of the Parisian PopU* 
lace-^The King and Qjueen examined by Commissioners from 
the Assemhltf^^Suspension of the King Jrom his Public Tunc* 
Hons — Universal Discussions-^Lii Republican — M. de Condor* 
cet-^M. Brissot — Robespierre. 

^BouT eight in the morning of the 21st June the flight 
of the royal family was known at Paris. The cannon 
placed near the statue of Henry IV were fired, the tocsin 
sounded, and the national guards were summoned to as* 
semble under arms at the places of rendezvous of their 
sections. The news spread rapidly ; the people hurried 
from all quarters to the gardens of the Tuilleries and of 
the Luxembourg ; the first sensation was surprise ; that 
was soon converted into indignation against the fugitives* 
All signs with the portruts of the king or queen, all em« 
blema of royalty, were torn- down and trampled under 
foot. The section of the Luxembourg ordered a banner, 
.which they had received as a present from monsieur, to 
be publicly torn in pieces ; a man was obliged to erase hia 
name from above his shop because he was called Louis. 
The oflScer who commanded the guard at the Tuilleries 
.was in danger of falling a victim to the first impulse of 
popular fury ; which in France is more blind, precipitate^ 
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and blQo4yft iban In any cn:ber ooutttry. He waft saved, 
by the interpositim of the national guards ; trho at this, 
time coDflM^ted of the most respectable tradespeople of Pa« 
ris, and were more under the opntroul o( discipline and 
veaaon than the .mob of St A^toine. 

The steady and prudent conduct of the national assemr- 
bly had great effect in preventing the disorders which 
were to be dreaded, in a turbulent city like. Paris,' from 
such an event as the king^s withdrawing. They ordain** 
ed. that the decrees of the assembly should immediately 
have the force of law, and that the minister of justice 
should apply the seal of the state to them without farther 
sanction or ceremony. They decreed that the national 
guards should remmn under arms immovable, until they 
received orders from those authoriased by the assembly. 
They ordered the ministers of state to the bar, to receive 
instructions from the assembly* They dispatched cou- 
riers to all the departments with orders to the magistrates 
and commanding officers of the line and national guards ' 
to stop all travellers, to prevent any person from going 
out of the kingdom, and to preserve tranquillity. They 
prescribed a new oath of fidelity to all the military, by 
which they engaged to ^bey no orders but those given in 
consequence of decrees of the assembly ; and that they 
would never permit an invaiMon of the French territory 
by foreigners. 

M. de la Fayette, having been in some danger from the 
populace, was protected by the national guards ; and whea 
it was announced that he waited the orders of the assem- 
bly, some insinuations were thrown out to bis disadvan* 
tage. These were repelled by M. Barnave^ who shewed 
the danger and injustice of countenancing suspicions with- 
out good griounds ; adding, that La Fayette had proved 
himself the friend of liberty from the beginning of the re^ 
volution, and merited the utmost confidence of the assem«« 
bly. He was accordingly confirmed in the command of 
the national guards. This behaviour was the more ge» 
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nerotts 6ti the part of B«riiarv€*^ becMse he Md La 1^^ 
ette had be^ for some tittle befot^i on iH tetttis. 

The new ^ih was takm in the assembly ^Messrs* de 
Hoehambeau^ La Fayette, jyAffry, and all the oiEoers of 
the line, as well as of the Swiss and national gaard» tbeii 
hiParts*- 

On the morning after bis departure a p^r waa deli-* 
Kyered to M. de la Port, intendant of the king^s honse^ 
hold, with directions that he should carry it to ^natioo^ 
al assembly. It contained an address to the French na« 
tion, written entirely by the king himself^ in which he cotn-« 
plains of the assembly, gives the reasons oS his withdraw- 
ing ftoiA a city where he was not free, where his life waa in 
danger, aftd enumeratea facts^ to prove those ass^ons* 
The king dn this occasion does not sfeem tK> bave'stiffi& 
ently reflected on the danger to which he exposed 'an old 
and faithful servant by this dangerous commission, as the 
assembly might have been so irritated at the king^afligbt, 
and at his seeming dislike of the constitution, notwith- 
atanding his late declaration to foreigfi courts, as to have 
wreaked their anger on M. de la Port, whom it was m^ 
tural for them to hav§ suspected of having been privy to 
or assisting in his flight. They immediately (»dered the 
declaration to be read, and listened with profound attend 
tion and without any interruption. It waa ordered to be 
printed and published. A proclamation, of which the toU 
lowing is a translation, was soon after made in all the 
public places and streets of Paris.'^— 

^ The national assembly declares to the citiaens of Pa* 
ris and to all the empire, that the same courags which has 
conducted the assembly in the most difficult circumstances 
will not abandon it at this emergency. The most speedy 
and effectual measures have been taken to stop the flight 
of the king. The assembly are to continue their sittings 
without interruption ; and the citizens of Pws are re- 
quired to hold themselves in readiness to march at the 
first notice.^ 
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. The pres«^t tb^ ififorped the miesBiAy^ thfttiin (#* 
cer of the natippal guards had brought a letter addressed- 
tQ the queens which had heeo, intercepted ;,. but that he 
dp^bb?4;if>;ey^n; the preswt situation of affairs would jup^ 
t^fy a breech of public confidence^ or entitle th^m^tp opeu 
it. It iflisi universally agreed that it should not be opea^f , 

Wheq those, resolutions which w^jpe thought n|OM»t press* 
i^ly Qepe^sary. h{|d ,be^n decreed, M. Beauharnois the- 
presidj^nt S9idi:Mf no member has any thing farther tq 
propose, we n^ay pass to the order of the d^y/ ^ 
< The assembly ipimediately. r^smned the ,dj^cu9siqi^ of 
the pek)al .code, in which they had been .e«Qp]oyed,be« 
fote the king'$ flight was. known. Aa answer to the. de* 
^ dfiration. which the king had left behind hin^,. and which 
bad been.read'in the assembly, w^s ordered -tp be, made 
by a committee. It, was addressed, like the other, to the 
French nation. Being approved by the assembly, it was 
immediately published and dispersed all over France* 
The following is the. last paragraph.—*^ II est, envers lea 
grandes nations, des attentats que la generosity seulepeut 
faire oublier. Le peuple Francois etoit fier dans la ser«. 
vitude. II montrera les vertus et I'berpisme de la liberty 
Que les enaeoiis de la constitution le sach^nt ; pour as- 
^rvir de. nouveau le territoire de ^et empire, il faudroit 
aneantir la nation. Le despotisme formera, s^il le veut, 
une pareille. entreprise : il sera vaincu ; ou, a la suited^ 
son affreux triomphe, il ne trouvera que des ruines.^ * 
. The tragedy of Brutus was acted at one of the theatres, 
and the people allowed to enter gratis. This could be 
done with no other view than that of inflaming their minds 
with republican ideas. Handbills abusive of the royal 

* There ere certain crimes agafiAt a great nation, which notldRg but 
geoereait/ cad flwgife. The Flrencfa people displayed.a prood wpltit even 
when they were in servitude. They will now display the virtues and th^e 
heroism of liberty. Let the enemies of the constitution be aware of this : 
to reduce this country again to tdavery, the nation most be annihilated. 
Let despotism form that project, if it pleases. It wlli either be deftated, 
or after Sto horrible triumph nothing but ruins mil be feund. 
VOL. IV. Z 
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fiitiiily^erecifeateted, atid Apiliiphktt ^utM^ « MAoolm 
do eLdevant fvt was voeiftmled through the slreets*^ 

The undisturbed oouiiteiitttice imuiltfliiied by fhe fal^ 
tkmal assembly rembted the ccmstemation which^ at the 
first news of the king% fli^t, bad filled the minds^ fliany 
of the chttchi. • The town of Paris remained in nnex^ 
pected tranquillity. The greatest agitation proceed^ 
from the eagerness with whieb the inbabiteVits related the 
Isircumfetanees oftheeseape; fdr, as all bad in a short 
time receive stmt account, there were aa6re r^iateis than 
listeners ; each endeavouring to snatch the narrattire out 
hi the mouth o^ the othel*, and insisting thtA ket e^lion 
Was the most genuine. Towards the evening of the 28d» 
die sutigeet began to grow stale. It had already maili-^ 
tained its ground as a topic of universal conversation se* 
Veral hours longer than any thing was ever known to have 
done at Paris. At last it appeared to languish : other 
Bttbjects of greater novelty begaa to shove it off the tapis $ 
and it is believed by those who were at Paris at the time^ 
that the flight of the royal family would have been little 
spoken of on the 95th of June, if the news had not ar* 
rived about nine of the evening of the S8d, that they had 
been stopped at Varennes. This was first brought to Pa- 
ris by M. Mangin, the surgeon above mentioned. As 
aoon as the national assembly had received this intelli* 
gence, they decreed that immediate measures should be 
tak^n for the protection of Che king, the heir of the throne, 
and the rest of the royal family ; that Messrs. Latoar* 
*Maubourg, Petion^ and Baniave, all members of Ae na- 
lional assembly, should set out directly to meet tbem^ 
with full powers to order whatever they should think ne« 
eessary for the security and accommodation of the royal 
family ; the assembly particularly recommending to them 
to be attentive in preservipg ail the respect due to the 
royal dignity* M. Dumas, the adjotant^eneral of tlie 
army, was ordered to accompany them, and see the or- 
ders of the commisttoners put in execution. The conw 
missiooers set out with all eiqpedition, and aset the royal 
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fatiiily IK T^taff Abut twetity t^^dftm ^MkM «>a 
tb« side Mitr t6 FarU. Haltil^ read tx> thd kltg the d6- 
cite (}^ the itetidiMd ossewbiyi f te three (xmksaks&onettf^ 
placed themaeWes m the^me damage wl(!)i the kii!^ liiMi 
theqwenr, and {proceeded to* IShix. The kirigfs jdumey' 
from Varennes to Epernay/ ifrtdepeodeftt- «f tfie citeuttK' 
stance of ift9beii^ag^fDAhi»%i^; bald beetf 'ta^xsf epfAress- 
ii^ from the eiteettifve heat (^ the i^eAthei^, ftoiA the 
crerwda that ftoeked itnind the carriage, andfitbittiUedow^' 
neM ; fof, a» the guards' were cm foot, the horses were alt' 
lowed to move no faster thatt the^^diei^ eould nlatcU' 
Btit as there stiK were rumours of the dan^ oF )a rescue> 
the commissioners, ordering the infantry tt> ^Hfittitfn be**- 
hind, the royal fkmily were attended fdr the t^t of the 
jdnmejr by eatalry dtily, by Which nieanii thei^ misery 
wiia aOD^ewhat shortened. 

As the sad' procession moved' through Paris* to the 
rFtiilleries, the streets Sve^e ctdWded with thi^ {ilB^iice; 
sotue of whom taking off theft Eats as the ro^I fkmily 
apptoaehed^ the insulfiug order, ' Chapedu W ta file/ 
qtie per»<nme nese dec&iLvre^ was heard and obeyed.^ On. 
the seat of the king^s carriage the three garde»^ti-^x>rfie," 
who bad aetedas couriers, were seated whh'4heir' arms 
bound ; and the carriage wlia followed by 'An ap^ oa^ 
fariolet, in which Drouet was placed^ crowtied with lau«.' 
rel. •....:. 

'This waa the third tnne that the I^ariSAnf inbb had, 
within a daort period, been gratified with the spectacle 
of their sovereign dragged aa a prisoner through their' 
Gfty ; but this was by much the most deploriMe of the - 
three. Ever since the day that Perseus' the last king cf 
Maeedon ikbd hi^ family were carried tlirou^h the streets 
of Borne before the triumphal: car of Panlus EmiKma, no ^ 
scene so humilisiting to royalty has been exhibited iiif'the 

WWW. 

i . . .• • • • , ■ ■ 

* Thif seems to be rather a deviation from the spirit of y«e cleorfe'Of 
the . pusephljr, o^ioii^ the commissioners above all things to be atten-r 
tire that the reelect due to the royHi dignity shoutd be pr^ser^ed. 

a 2 
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: J^mpni^ .O^er d|ffer0Qcep wbifb om^ ^xkl between the ^ 
cbiuracterB of the Rom^n mi the French victors, the . 
fiiinner^ i|$ lustpry infpnnft us, was so much affected wiib 
th^ fate of the J^acedpnian inonarch^ that he shed tears 
when h^ first. rec^ved him as a prisoner.: N9 similar 
weakness is regarded of Di^CHiet. . ^ .. 

When the unfortunate. family of jPrance arrived at the 
Tq^leries, the gardens were fuU. Some were present 
who bad the feelings of men. . TornM»g with sudden emo^ 
tion fropi the sight of %\ke Jking and queen, their eyes £ell 
on the d|ike of Orleans;, who, in a circle of deputies at 
a small dist^qce, seemed tp be 9 gity spectator of the me- 
lancholy SGi^e. 

As the ffuthful gardesndu-^rps were ui^ed frqm the 
ceacb-bo3^, tbey were threatened with, being instaatly torn 
in pieces by the savage fury of the populace. The com- 
raissioneits were obliged to beg^that such au outrage might 
npt be ex^uted before the faces .of the royal^mily ; but 
tbat the primioals might be reserved for the just sen- 
tence of the law. A^ this was. not renouncing but only 
postponing a pleasure, the request of the comjaiissioners 
was granted* , 

The unhappy family were again lodged in the T.uiller^ 
ie^s under the responsibility of M. de la Fayette. Se- 
veral t^nts wei^e pitched in the garden, and^l the aven- . 
ues were occupied by national guards under his command. 
He has.been;great)y censured for the ftrictnesa with which 
thp orders of the ^assembly were obeyed in this particular. 
Considering the recent escape of the. royal family, the 
di^iger which he himself had been in, and the sus{Mcions 
which still existed against him, it is not surprising that 
h^ shpuld have been as attentive as possiblfs to prevent a 
r^pptitjon of the same event. 

The* following .day, commissioners appointed by the as- 
sembly waited on the king, to take his declaration in 
writing respecting his motives for having withdrawn fron& 
the capital - 

His majesty assigned as his principal niotives, ^ the in« 
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cults he and his family had received, and the danger hi 
conceived them fo be in from those insults not having 
been punished: That his design was not to go out of 
the kingdom, but only to repair to Montmedi, where h^ 
would have been better situated than in the eapital for op« 
posing the attempts of foreign powers, and'frbm^ whence he 
could have with ease re|)aired to any othe^ part tif the from, 
tiers where his presence might have been requisite : That 
another object he had in view was to ascertain^what tne 
real disposition of the nation was respecting the constitu- 
tion ; which had ^been variously represented to him, but 
%hibh he noW knew to be decidedly in its favours Thai 
he wished to prove to France and al! Europe' that lie was 
at liberty ; and not a prisoner, as waif believed by ihatiy : 
That as he had it not in his power to quit Paris ]^ublic- 
ly, he had left it secretly ; but without any concert with 
foreign powers, with his- own relations, or any French 
emigrant : That he had ordered the three p^risons who 
had accompanied him as couriers to provide themselves 
with travelling jackets, because they were to be>sent with 
dispatches ; and that he had dot commufticaied'any thing 
more to them until the day of their departure : That the 
passport was obtained for a foreign country, because there 
are none given for travelling within the kingdom : That 
if he had intended to go out of the kingdom, he would 
not have ordered his memorial addressed to the French 
nation to be made public the day after leaving the Toil- 
leries, but would have delayed until he had at least passed 
the frontiers.^ 

In the difficult situation in which Lewis was placed, 
there were more of his well-wishers who excused than be- 
lieved every article of this declaration ; by his enemies it 
was represented as a continued prevarication. 
• The commissioners next waited on the queen, who 
likewise signed a declaration importing, < then when she 
saw that the king was resolved to quit the capital with 
his children, no consideration would have prevailed on her 
not to accompaqy him ; but that she did it the pore wilU 
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iQgly on ftccovnct of hu po^^vie ossarwces that he voul4 
0Ot f o out of thfi kiogictom ; tfiat if he j^ad iiad my tucb 
ioteouajp^ she wpuld have 4if^d all her iqfluMea to bav^ 
turned himfpm it' The rest of her 4^a|«tioii abewt 
her anxiety to efccu^jiate the ffimale afteadanti^ and the 
couiier^ asfectiog that they had no pf»?i9M« ImP^k^ 
i)f the deiti^aticHi or object of their jouw^y/ 

l^heQ the fir^t p^rt of thi$ decIaratiu>A wa9 read ki the 
nfiiei^al a«^inbl3'9 aome of the d^ntiesl^iwt into an in^ 
deceit laugh. Long before th? Freneh had any wish to 
become ^republicans, and. to affect rough^^ of wapnetv 
as suitable, to that characteri many of them had hf$t n 
great parf: of thai decorum and politeness for which th^ 
patioov in general was so much distinguished. Durii^ 
the ioterval'between the return of the kingfrom Varev- 
nesy and hia acceptance of the constitution, an officer, of 
the national guards played at £yes one day ^ith the da«i^ 
phin to amuse the child, in the presence of the queen* 
The officer strikbg the ball obliquelyt it had very near 
hither; on wjiieh, by way of apology, he politely e^ 
claimed, ''lEih, monDieui ma houle ya toutdetniTera 
pomme Tancien regime.* 

The questiQn, whether the king was sulijeet to trial or 
punishment, was under discussicm at ihle period all over 
jPrancei but particularly in the capital* The humiliating 
state in which the king had been exhibited to the eyes of 
the populace* from the time he was arrested at Yarennea 
until his return to Paris, had tended more to lower their 
esteem than to raise their compassion for their unforta- 
liate sovereign ; and great pains had been taken to repre- 
sent his flight as a proof of his profound disstmulatioo* 
as a breach of the f>ath he had taken to support the oon*. 
stitution, and as a strong presumption Of bis intenUoa 
to join the foreig9 forces and the emigrants who were 
supposed to bc' th^ preparing to invade France. Lc 
rot, pqU-U 0tre mis en jugtm^ni f became the universal 
topic of discourse, and a questiop on which every scrib- 
jbl^ thought he had as good a right to publish sen opfr 
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niiHh «9 ABy.memb^r of tjiq ^utiooul ai^em)));. On the 
whole, the voices went greatly agatqst the ktfigf Some 
eiUhu^a^ts thoiight die e^i»tence of any 4^^^ pf &^^ 
dpiBKip France depend^ on his being, immediately der 
tbcQ^ed* Others who cared little about the matter^ joia^ 
%d6t€m ipere wantonness in the clamour; which, as i( 
was agreeable to the wishes, was supposed tQ bQ encou^ 
mged and excited by the adherents of the duke of Or* 
jeans, who expected that he would be appointed xiegent 
during tbf^ mioority of the dauphin; for> even p^ the 
ajup|]|o^tiQU of Lewis XVI. being divested of the crow^, 
there was hirdly any idea of it& not beipg ii^mediately 
placed pa the head of another* 

. Kepublican principles bad made little progress at this 
period lA France. But ther^ happened to be a small 
bmd oi determined republipan3 in the i^apit^ 1 ; the most 
distinguished were the marq^uis ^f Con^Qrcet;^ l^rissot, and 
.7hom«3 ?aine; none of them were, members of the con- 
stituent assembly. Those men thought the present mo^ 
ment favourable foi* spreading their opinions ; and were 
^not without hopes that they might improve, the present 
rage for the decheanee, into a passion for a republican fprm 
of government. With this view they formed tbemselv^ 
into a 90(aety^ and published a periodical papier to which 
all occasionally contributed, entitled Le Republtcain, ou 
i<6 D^fenamr du Gouvtmemait Represeniatif. In the very 
first number of this work they unfold their design with 
the greatest openness; observing that the calmness iii 
which the inhabitants of Paris had remained during the 
absence of the king was a proof * que Tabsence d'^un roi 
vaut mieux que sa presence, et qu'il nVst pas seulement 
une super(luite • politique, mais encore un fardeau trc il- 
lourd qui pese sur toute la naj^ion. 

Mia abdique, il a deserte son posle dans le goqyernef- 
spent L'abdication, la desertion sont caracterisees, non 
par la longueur de Tabsence, mais par le seul acie de ta 
J^ite; ici Facte est tout, et le temps tfesl rien, Nou» 
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ne le oonnoissons plus qae oomme un indlVida dans la 
foule, M. Louis Bourbon/ 

Sooii after the appearance of this paper, the famous 
abbe Sieyes published some answers to the arguments 
adduced iii it, and declared his intention of supporting 
what he calls < rOpinioii Monarchique oontre le SjstSme 
B^publicain/ All the abb^s celebrity for metaphysical 
acutenes's did not intimidate Thomas Paine from accept- 
ing the challenge, declaring that he was so convinced of 
the supferiority of his own system, that he would occupy 
no more than fifty pages in proving it, leaiang his anta- 
gonist the liberty of taking as many pages as he pleased 
to refute his arguments.* It is not known whether it 
was the succeeding events of the revolution, or the argu« 
ments of Thomas Paine, that had most influence with 
the abb^^.'but it is certain that he has renounced ^Opi- 
nion Monarchique, and is now devoted to the Syst^me 
Bepublicain, to which it is not doubted that he will ad- 
here, until events as extraordinary or arguments more 
powerful convince him of his present error, and oblige 
him to return to his ancient creed* 

Jn a paper written by Condorcet, he endeavours to re- 
fute that just and powerful argument in* favour of mo- 
narchical government, namely, that a legal king is the 
best security against a tyrant ; because a power that is 
understood and is limited by the articles of the constitu- 
tion is less' formidable than the usurped and undefined 
power of ambitious citizen^; and also because the ascer- 
tained power of a hereditary king is the most efibctual 
'means of precluding their hopes and stopping their ambi- 
tious views. Among other arguments to prove that there is 
less danger of this now than there was in the days of Sylla 
and Csssar, of Guise or Cromwell, he insists that the art 
of printing, the liberty of the press, and the great num- 
'ber of newspapers, wilt with certainty preserve mankind 

f Tbe. papers written by Thomas f ftine for this work were translated 
iflto Frtncb by tbe marchioness of Condorcei. 
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from Btmililr usu]^pattcm» in future. < Pour tout liomme 
qui a lu itvec attention,^ said Condorcet) < Phiatoire de 
Pusurpaticfn de Ch>mweUy il'C^t Evident cjtt'uue seulega^ 
zette eut suffi pour en arrdter le succis; il est evident 
quesi le peuple d^Angleterre eftt su lire d^autres livres 
que la bible, Pbypocrite, deiiiasque dis ses premiers pas, 
cut bienlot cesse d'etre daiigereux.* ♦ 
' The unhappy Condoreet lired to see this argument 
refuted ' bjr Robespierre, wh0, in spite of all the new». 
papers in 'France, usurped despotic power, shed more 
blood than all the French kings since Charles IX, and 
whbse tyranny was not put an end to by the art of printing. 
Brissot was not so elegant a writer as Cbndoreet, but 
with less genius he possessed mimre ardour in the cause in 
which he engaged. His love of freedom, as be himself 
bints, he caught in his early youth from the ccmversatioa 
of Englishmen. < Le hazard amena deux Anglois dans 
ina'patrie; j^appris TAnglois, et cette circonstance ilde* 
'cid(f demon sort.' f 

His mind was fired with admiration of the anci^it re* 
publics; but having little expectation of seeing bis fa« 
Tourite system established in France, he went to Ameri- 
ca, with a view to examine whether he couldfind atoleiw 
able establishment there, and in the intention of carrying 
his wife and family to that country if he found actuation 
to his mind. The revolution began in this interval. He 
immediately returned to France ; and, unfortunately for 
him, abandoning the project of carrying his family to A- 
merica, he endeavoured with all possible assiduity to di& 
fuse among his own countrymen those principles and sen* 
timents which were confirmed in his mind by his re- 
sidence in America. Brissot was more formed for specii- 

* It is evident to every man who hss read with attention the hieloiy 
of the usurpation of Cromwell, that a single newspaper woul4 have prer 
▼ented its success. Had the English of those days been in the habit of 
reading other boolcs besides the bible> the hypocrite would have been uh* 
maslied and no longer dangerous. 

t Reponse de Jacques-Pierre Brissot a tous les |l|beUis^s ^ui ont at^ 
tago^ et atuqqent sa Vie passee. 
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htitm Am for acttop ; and fron a want of experiaoce be 
did not give propei weig)it to tb^ dilBqultie^ thai flood 
in ibe way of the plans to which bin afffctioo^ were at* 
lacbedy and with which hi^ imagioation was ^iiaiiipured» 
Had he adhered to bU early derign, which he biinaelf ion 
forms us waa to ^ inocttler aux Franfois leu prin^pes de 
la constitution Angloise,^* be would have applied bis ta« 
leots and industry in support of the ooosUtution 1789 ; 
but he imagined that the flight of the king en^ the dis^ 
position of the people rendered the immecUatje esteblish^ 
ment of a republic in France practicable* Be therefore 
joined his efforts with those of others, .to convince the na* 
tion that the best measure tNy eould adopt would be the 
abolition of royalty ; for that, in presexvipg it, they 
should risk a thousand dangers in case they would re- 
establish Lewis XVI.r-*Aod in one of his publications he 
Teasoned in this manner.*-*^ If Lewia X YI is replaced 
on the throne, the nation will fail into anarchy; for no- 
body will obey him, car il a perdu la con/iance de la naUoiu - 
If you place another on the throne, and confine him as a 
prisoner, this will be thought cruel ; ypu will be oonmder^ 
ed as barbarians ; if you allow him to be at liberty, he 
will fly the kingdom, will be follow^ by many, and the 
same scenes will commence in France that filled England 
with blood during the dispute between the white rose and 
the red«*»a war about two individuals, in which the peo* 
pie had no interest, waged in a cause the most absiud ; 
for what can be more absurd than for one-half of a na* 
lion to slaughter the other, to decide whether one man or 
Another should be placed in an office which no man should 
|be allowed to occupy ?^ Brissot concludes bis reasoning 
fiith these words.— < N^ayez [dus de roi, et les mecon- 
jtens ne peuvent s^attacher ^ aucun nom ; et ils devien- 
nent odieux ^ toute la teire, en voulant donner un tyraa 
a une nation qui n'^en veut pas.** 

All the efforts of the republicans were fruitless* The 
people in general had no idea that so extensive a patioii 
* ReponM de Jacques-Pierre BriMot, ^ Ice* 
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9» Ffftixe Maid be governed wtlhottt a king. All ttim 
iiQtioQbs of gdvetmnent were engrafted job mooarcbyw 

Bobe^erre tnouself was iiot a republican. At thif 
very period, While he bsurangued in tbe assembly iigaiost 
Ibe king^s iavMlabUHyt and was eager fin- bringii^ him 
to trial, be apake in the Jiaoobin eodety againat a repub- 
Uc ; and he was the personal enemy of the most distin^ 
gttisbed repnblitans. Others wbo like him declared at 
Imce against the kingy and a republic, were supposed to 
baye been gained by the4d£e of Orleans^ agents, wkh a 
view to his being declared segent dmriog the minority of 
Lewis. XVII ; but no suspicion of this kind adhered to 
Jtobespierre. With little taste for pleasures or magnifi* 
cenoe^ he despised money : power was his dbjeet, aod por 
pularity the only means by which he expected to obtaia 
it. No man's external appearance was ever less calculate 
ed for assisting his desire of popularity. The person of 
Robespierre was puny, his visage pale, his features dtsr 
agreeable^ and he had the menacing eye and rapid gait 
of a madman. During a considerable period of the coor 
sdtuent assembly, he had been little distiogui^ed. It 
was not until after the death of Mirab^au, and about the 
period of which we are now treating, that he found himself 
a man of any considerable importance, and that his views 
of ambition began to extend. The restoratbii pf Lewii 
XVI gave him no hopes of being placed in any si|tuatu3«i^ 
of authority. He knew that the king disliked Him, that 
the queen despised him, and that he was hated by the 
whole court. He therefore ardently wished the deposir 
tion of the king, and joined with the parti;Eans of the 
duke of Orleans and the republicans in promoting that 
measure : but he did not wish to see the duke of Orleans 
regent ; because he knew that those who had been long 
attached to that prince, some of them men of aiiiaent ta^ 
JentSy would be preferred to him, and that he could ex* 
peet under Atr regency only a subordinate situation. Nor 
did he wish for the establishment of a republic, unless he 
^cpuld have had liopes of governing it; and he saw Con? 
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doroet, Genaonet, Guadet, Vergniaud, Brissot, Kersainf, 
and others in fais way, which detennined him to oppose 
the republican system both by his speeches in the Jacobin 
dub and in some pamphlets which he pubKsbed. If the 
king had been deposed after his return from Varennes^ it 
is supposed that Robespierre and others connected with 
him had expectations from the appointment of a regency 
in which the duke of Orleans would hare had no sharew 
But after the king was re-established, and had accepted 
the constitution ; after the constituent assembly was dis- 
solved, and the legislative assembly , of whidi Robespierre 
could not be a member, convened, he became more assi- 
duous than ever in his attend toce at the Jacobin club^ 
and in using every possible means o( increadng bis popu« 
larity, as the*sole foundation on which the power be so 
ardently deared could be built. With an urogant mind 
which spurned the common people, nobody ever flattered 
and cajoled them so much ; nobody ever adapted his Ian* 
guage and behaviour so much to their passicms and pre* 
jodices ; nobody ever seemed so obsequious to their will, 
and so anxious for their welfare. He seldom ventured 
to give any new or untried impulse to the multitude. He 
watched until they had received it from circumstances, 
or from those who were less circumspect than himself; 
but when he clearly saw which way the torrent of their 
passions bore, he joined with ostentatious aeal, became 
the most violent of the violent, and took the direction of 
the storm from those who had raised it. After the 10th 
of August 179S, he, for the first time, became an avow- 
ed and furious republican. His influence in the Jacobin 
club was then unrivalled ; and, by redoubling his assidu- 
ity and his artful management, it soon became equal even 
in the new common council of Paris to that of Danton, 
who was its creator, and the governing spirit by which the 
catastrophe of that day was accomplished. 

Robespierre from that time became more daring and 
more atrocious. There is no doubt or his being the chief 
mover of the massacres in September : that he tried to 
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H^etiBrisacyt ilnd others of the Giionde pftrty Arrested aiid 
involved in than; for they were then the great objects of 
bis jealousy, and had for ^aoie time the honour of sharing 
with the king and quden that abuse which daily flowed 
from the pen of Marat and other creatures of Robespierre* . 
By his influence and their calumnies^ not one of the Bris^; 
sotine party was elected as member of the convention for 
the department of Faiis i nor indeed ainy one man with« 
out his approbation. 

Them is reason to believe that LouveCs accusation was 
just, that Robespierre was so intoxicated, with his popu« 
hirity as to have entertained hopes of being appointed dic- 
tator; and that Marat and Panis, by his connivance^, 
sounded Barbarous of Marseilles and Bebecqui on the 
subject about the time when the convention first assembled. 
The popularity of Robespierre at that period, however, was 
pretty much confined to the department of Pans. The vast 
majority of the deputies came to the convention strong- 
ly prejudiced against him, and with a high opinion of the 
integrity of Roland, and of the talents and patriotism of 
that Gironde party : for two or three mbiiths after the 
first meeting of the convention, any person who attended 
that assembly would have been persuaded that Robespierre 
and his most active adherents were so much the object of 
its detestation, that ht had no chance of everjhaving in-' 
flueince in it. By his influence with the Jacobins, the mu- 
nicipality, and the mob, and with the assistance of a mino- 
rity of the deputies, he forced on the king's trial, and tbea 
had the address to make the unwillingness which the 
Gironde party shewed to that measure, and even their ^ 
popular proposal of an appeal to the peoplei. matter of ac- 
cusation against them, and the cause of their' ruin. Hav- 
ing now devolved the command of the national guards of 
Paris on a creature of his own, he imperceptibly obtained. 
an irresistible sway in the committee of public safety. 
Being supported by the municipality :and the Jacobin 
clubs ; never once yielding to pecuniary corruption, or; 
shocking the eyeaof the populace with personal magnifi«> 
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Robespbirre and Petion were the most V)dmi^ii^a$t 
the king during this, debate* Tbofie two men started to* 
gather in a race of popularity, which ^t might have been 
expected would have produlsed a little josding betweeii 
them. Hitherto however nf^thing of that nature had oc- 
c^rred ; Robespierre thought too meanly, of the talents of 
Fetion to be jealous of him ; he .even beheld him at one 
period get somewhat before him on the course without un« 
eaainess. It was not in Robespierre^s nature to have a 
friendship fof any body ; but b^ despised Fetion too much 
to hate him, un(il Brissot^ who had been long the object 
of Bobespierre^s jealousy ^nd . hatred, drew hiija overtq 
the Gironde party.. He ili^e^ honoured his )old companion 
with a little of the rancour which be felt for all that fac* 
tion, . . 

This appeared first in the month of Qctober 179S^ 
when Fetion endeavoured in a laborious pamphlet to re- 
fute several accusatipns of Robespierre against him; and 
one in particular,. which, seems to have hurt him exceed- 
ingly» namely, that be was entirely led by Brissot. To 
this Robespierre wrote an answer ; and as he there appears 
in a new point of view^ and displays a considerable share 
of humour, of which it was not natural to suppose such a 
man possessed, a few specimens may be excusable. 

In Petion's pamphlet he represents Brissot as a man 
only in knowledge, but a child in simplicity, — < Que 
Brissot est rhomme le moins propre a etre chef de parti/ * 
To this Robespierre answers — * On ne consulte point le 
disciple sur la capa,cjte de son maUre. Orgon est*il com- 
petent pour juger Tartufie ?^f Fetion, solicitous to re- 
move an^ imputation which cruelly corroded his vanity, 
frequently repeats-—^ Jamais homme en place ne pensa et 
n*agit par lui-mcoae autant que moi.^ 

^ Mon cher Fetion/ says Robespierre, < vous vpus ca- 

* Brissot is the man on earth the least fit for being the leader of a 
party. 

f Theaeholar ia not eonsulted reipecting the capacity of his naster. 
Was Organ a competent judge of ^be eharattcr of Tartuflb ? 
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lomiiies TOus-mSme quand voon pr&tendec que irovts nikei 
m6ti€ par personne; petit^re meme tous T^tes-yous per- 
suade de bonne foi : mais U nVn est rien, je vous jure. Le 
■ait-on quand on est mene P Voyez encore ce qui se passe 
6ur BOS theltres. Lorsqu^ane adroite soubrette, ou un 
valet intriguant, conduit un Geronte, ou tm Orgon, conime 
par la lisiere ; ne vqjez-vous pas avee quel art les frippons 
8^extasient sur la rare sagesse et sur Tincroyable fermetj 
du bon homfne, et comme celui-ei s'ccrie^ dans les eclats 
de la joie bruyante, Oh ! je sais bien qu\)n ne me mene 
poB, moi ; et s'll y a une forte tete en Franioe, je vous ga-« 
nntis que c^est celle-ci.^ * 

Bobespiere then assures his old friend that there is a 
wonderful resemblance between tbia portrait of Geronte 
and Petion himself; to prove ivhkh he asserts, tbat^ after 
Brissot and some others had arranged the administration, 
of which Roland and Claviere were the chiefs, he had dt« 
rectly gone to Petion, and, on the pretence of consulting 
him on the subject, had said, well, whom do you think' 
we should name for ministers ? How would you like Hoi« 
land and Claviere ?^— would not they be exactly to your 
mind ? continued Brissot. * Parbleu ! ooi T answered 
Petion ; < Oh, Roland, Claviere ! savez-vous que ce se«» 
roit'deiicieux ! qu'oo les nommc^f Brissot then assured 
him that he would endeavour to bring it about exactly as 
Petion iiad a|^inted« 

Soon after which, continues Robespierre, * je vous ai 
vu dans la ferme croyanqe que c'&toit vous qui les aviez; 

* My dear Petion, you calumniate yourself when you pretend that you 
are led by nobody. Perhaps you even believe it ; but you ai*e quite mia- 
taken, I will take my oath. But do people know when they are led ? 
Only observe what passes on our theatres. When a sly chambermaid or ft 
knavish valet leads a. Geronte or an Orgon as if it were in leading-strings* 
don't you see with what art the two former extol the wonderful wisdom 
And incredible firmness of the poor man ? while he,' in the midst of their 
'noisy joy« cries-^I am pretty certain that I am not a man to be led; and 
if there is a steady head in France, it is this on my shoulders. 

f Roland and Claviere I that would be charming^^et them be appoint^ 
ed by all means. 

VOL. IV. S ▲ 
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choisis. Comme je voua demandois si cette demarche de 
lacourne vous etoit pas suspecte, vous me repondites^ 
avec un air de contentement tr^s remarquable ; ^ Ob ! si 
vous saviez qui les a designes !^ Je vous devinai, et je 
vous disy en riant de votre bonne foi-^* C'est vous, peut- 
ctre ?^ Et alors en vous frottant les mains, — * Hem, hem T 

* me repondites-vous/ ♦ - 

In this same letter Robespierre asserts that Petion, by 
the feebleness of his conduct, had prevented the insurrec- 
tion of the SOth of June 179S from being as decisive as 
that of the 10th of August ; and that the court, and par- - 
ticularly the king, had totally mistaken his character. 

* Le gros Louis XVI,^ says he in his abusive language, 
^ crut voir un rival dans un maire de Paris Jacobin ; maia 
Cesar auroit dit, en contemplant votre visage epanoui par 
un rire dternel, < Ce ne sera pas celui*R qui m^arrachera 
rempire." f 

As an apology for the freedom he takes with his- old 
friend, Robespierre observes,^^ Si, dans ce genre d'es- 
a*ime tout-k-fait philanthropique, vous ctiez expose a queU 
que legere blessure, elle n'atteindroit que votre amour 
propre : et vous m'avez rassure d^avance la^dessus, en pro- 
iestant vous-m£me qu^il etoit nul/ 1 

Through the whole of this letter there runs a vein of 
pleasantry which might have been thought inconsistent 
with the saturnine temper and atrocious mind of Robe- 

* I saw that you were in the firm conviction that it was you who had 
chosen them. When I asked you if that measure of the court did not 
strilie you as a little suspicious, you answered with an air of extraordinarj 
satisfaction, — • Ah ! if you but knew who it was that pointed them out !* 
»— -Perceiving what you meant, and laughing at your credulity. I then 
said, < tt was you, perhaps ?* — on which, rubbing your hands together, 
you nodded assent. 

f The plump Lewis thought he saw a rival in a Jacobin mayor of Paris ; 
but Caesar would haye said, on contemplating your face, spread with an 
eternal smile, • It will not be this man who will tear the empire from me.* 

f If in this dispute, which is entirely philanthropic, you should be expos- 
ed to some slight blows, they will be aimed at your vanity ; and you have 
put me quite at ease, my dear Petlon, on that bead, by declaring yourself 
that you have none^ 
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spier^i Aflei* all the ridicule^ however, which he endea^ 
vburs to throw on ^etion, those who knew him equally 
well, and are less prejudiced, represent him as a man of 
considerable learning, though not so much as he wished 
the world to believe ; of some eloquence, but by no means 
so much as he believed himself; of some judgment^ though 
a much smaller portion than he imagined; whereas he real- 
ly possessed a very comfortable share of vanity, of which 
it appears he was persuaded that he had none at all« 

This character may be thought perhaps singular; yet 
it is wonderful what a number of people resemble Petion. 
As for Robespierre, it> is to be hoped that there is not 
such another man in the world. 

Independent of the influence which Robespierre had o- 
vor Petion at the period of which we were treating, ano- 
ther circumstance is supposed to have contributed to the 
violent part he took against the king during the three 
days which this debate lasted. It was mentioned above 
that M« Barnave was a joint commissioner with Petion 
from the assembly to meet the royal family on their return 
from Yarennes ; and it was remarked that the king gave 
such a marked preference to the former as greatly offend* 
ed the latter. 

M. BafYiave was a young man of very promising ta- 
lents ; the applause bestowed on his speeches in the nation- 
al assembly and the Jacobin society, with the impetuosity 
of his temper, rendered him self-sufficients Eloquence be- 
ing that in which he chiefly excelled, he considered it as 
the principal talent of a statesman ; and was apt to under- 
value men of more mature and juster ideas than his own^ 
becaui^ they could not express them so well. He had 
distinguished himself by his violence against the ministers 
and the court on various occasions in the assembly, and 
would in all likelihood have entirely joined the republican 
party, had not his zeal been restrained by Mirabeau, 
whom he greatly admired, and who a little before his last 
illness had become convinced that the democratic spirit 
threatened the destruction of even that limited monarchy 
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wtaich Jie pvefierred to any* oth^r form of .gi»?«n»nenl» ibid 
wbich he was determiiied to maintain.' 

The quee,n was not UBaoquiwnted with these iotenttGas» 
of Mirabeau, dot with the influence he bad pot aessed ov«r 
the miad of Barnave. The affecting point of view ib 
which he saw the royal family^ the flattering attention 
Mad powerful address of tlie queen, joined to tlie iniprea- 
0ion which Mirabeau had already made» eintiitely convert- 
ed B^irnave. He sided with Lianconr^ Malpuet, Alei>- 
ander Lameth, Adrien Duport, and tbose who spoke for 
the re-establishing of the king; and i^epelled jkbe argu- 
«E)ents of Robespierre, Peaon, £u2ot, and others, with 
energy and success. It was finally decreed that the king 
^puld not be fartb?^ questioned respecting what was 
jiassed, and diat the«cpnsU|tution should be accomplisbe^i 
'0% was at first intendeds 

This decision of the assembly was too wise and liberal 
to be afpproved of by the m.ultitude. It occasioned such 
ja general clamour as revived tbe hopes of the republicflfla, 
who thought that by improving the present disconteota 
ibe revolution might after all finish in theacoovipiishineat 
of their favourite system of government In their efforla 
to instigate the people to tumult they were assisted by the 
ngents of the duke of Orleans ; though these last certain, 
ly gave their assistance in the hope of a diSerwt, ternai- 
nation. 

The squares and public gM^dens weie filled with groups 
1^ people, to whom certain welUknown orators, called mo- 
lion*4nakers, harangued against the conduct of the nation* 
al assembly* Robespierre coming out of the hall found 
the street filled with those groups ; who spreading around 
the patriot as soon as they observed bim,-^< Alas I my 
Jrienisy he was heard to say, < all is ruined; the king is to 
be reatoredJ* This was repeated all over Paris, as an un*^ 
answerable proof that the assembly were traitors, and tbe 
country undone. The theatres were shut as in the times 
of public calamity. Tbe multitude afterwards resorted to 
the Champ de Mars, with a declaration or petition^ of 
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wMcH m^ eopied wete tnacle/ and ttie ipeople mvited t* 
mgn it en the aktff of ocliifed^i»aik>n, which still stood m 
that field. This declaration announced * that the sulh* 
M^ibers thought, that in questions ootnprebending: the ge- 
neral safety of the people H was their diitf to expvess their 
wishes to the national representatives* That, ia their opi«> 
Mon, Ae king bjr his late desertion had palsied the govern** 
Aient and broken his oadk That this desertioa and per* 
jurjy besides other criminal acts which preceded^ aooom* 
panied, and ioHowed them, implkd an abdication of the 
^^rown. That rt was unbecoming of the majesty of the 
French nation- to intrust itfr government in the hands of a 
perjured person, a traitor, and aAigitive/ It cottdudes 
with a formal diemand ^ that the national assemUy will 
sanction by their decree the abdication of the government 
executed by Lewis XVI on the ^Ist of June ;* and a de« 
daration ^ that thesubscriberi^ will never acknowledge him 
fer their kmg, unless the ttiajorfty of the nalioa should ex* 
presff a wish cKiflferent from theirsi*' 

It ap^ated that the leaders of two different fketiofta 
were* engaged in the fabriiiatton of this address^ to the as- 
semUy ; for in some copies-, after the declaration never to 
acknowledge I/ewis XVI fbt tbtiir king, the words iter any 
other were inserted. This was probably done by spme of 
the republicans ; but, as it was not agreeable to the opi- 
nion of the-great majority even of those who wished the 
dethronement of the present king, the words were erased. 
.When the national assetnbly heard of those proceed- 
ings, they ordered the municipal officers oi Para to their 
bar, and directed them to take measures for diispersiog 
tfaesd tumultuous assemblies-, and punishing their promot*^ 
ers. 

The first measure which the municipality adopted ifas 
to issue a proclamation, importing, that, as it was disco- 
vered that strangers paid by the enemies of France to sow 
sedition and promote insurrection had drawn numbers to 
assemble under the pretence of signing a petition, but with 
the real intention of overawing the legislature and ruining 
the nationy orders had been grren-to the commander of the 
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natioiitil'guiirds to disi^rae all gtoaps in the sti^ets, or is- 
wmhiingsiii the fielda, and po seiae the diaoliedieiut and 
earry them to prison. 

There unquestionably were no strangers at thn time ia 
Paris paid by foreign powers for the purpose assigned ia 
the procIamaUon ; but sueh. aocusations are often* proclaim- 
ed by those who know their falsehood, on purpose to ren- 
der the measures against which the proclamation is issued 
the more unpopular. 

The proclamation had little effect ' Vast ni^mbers crowd- 
ed to the Champ de Mars to sign the declaration. Tffe 
fury of the multitude augmented with their numbers. 
Women as well as men ascended the alta^r to subscribe 
their names ; and though it could hardly be supposed that 
any of the former who attended on such an occasion were 
much worth looking at, yet two unfortunate .men, one « 
soldier with a wooden 1^, the other a bfiiridresser, had 
the rash curiosity to. place themselT^s under the boards 
which formed the floor of the altar, to contemplate those 
who ascended. .• . 

They were soon discovered, dragged forth by the mob, 
and carried before a judge of the section ; who, .thinking 
their conduct deserved sime punishment ordered them to 
be imprisoned ; but as they were on the way, some of the 
rabble observed that they must have been hired by aristo^ 
crates to secret themselves under the altar, with no other 
design than that of blowing up all the patriots male and 
female it contained ; and that if a narrow examination of 
the ground were made, barrels of gunpowder would un- 
doubtedly be found near the place. This reasoning was 
so satisfactory, that all farther propf or investigation was 
thought unnecessary. The two prisoners were directly 
hung upon the nearest lanterp, and their heads after- 
wards cut off, and stuck upon pikes according to custom* 
What seemed particular was, tha$ they were directly car. 
ried to the Palais Boyal, and marched in procession be- 
fore the windows. 

When the munidpality heard of those murders, they 
gave orders tha( M. La Fayette should directly inarch at 
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the head of a suflieieiit nnmberof ifae national guavda to > 
the Champ 'de: Murs, and, being accompatiied by some • 
mumcipdi officers^ use erery legal and effectual means to 
setae the murderers and disperse the insurgents. Martial 
1%W at the same time was formally .proclaimed ; and a red 
flag! was displayed from the window of the town-^bouse. \ 
When tlmse^troops arrived at the Champ de Mars^ they 
found it crowded by a furious multitude, who, instead of' 
dispersing, insulted the troops with repeated exclama- 
tions, — < A has le drapeau' rouge, a has les bayonnettes,* 
and even by throwing stones. M. Bailly the mayor de- 
sired'tbe tnoops to halt ; and, aftesr the fiH-malities i^hich ' 
the law required, M.' La Fayette ordered part of them to 
fire over the heads of the mob.. When they perceived that 
none were wounded, it confirmed them in an opinion which 
their instigators had inspired them with, that heitheit the 
general nor the mayor had any inclination to hurt them, 
a^d that they durst not fire with ball. From this idea 
they became more outrageous: the soldiers and some of 
the officers of the national guard were wounded* The 
troops fired, upon their aggressors^ of whom between 60' 
and 70 were killed or wounded. The multitude, then fied 
into the city, exclaiming against the general and mayor 
for having ordered innocent persons to be massacred ; and 
they endeavoured to instigate the citizens against the na- 
tioi^al guards and those who commanded them. The citi* 
zens, however, lent a deaf ear to those clamours, shutting 
their shops against*- the multitude as they passed to the 
suburbs of St. Antoine and St. Marceaux, where most of. 
them redded. . The open and avowed exciters of this in* > 
surrection immediately disaj^ared. Danton, hearing that 
an order was issued for arresting him, fled to Marseilles. 
Camille Desmoulins followed his example. This person 
had uncommon claims for pc^larity. On the memorable 
day on which the [Mince of Lambesc attacked the people 
at the Pont Tournant, Camille Desmdulins mounted on a 
table in the Palais Royal^ and encouraged them to take 
aimi. Since t|ia): .time be had supported the popuiai^ 
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cwiae bjr hta spwdKft in tfie cluba^ and I7 fail vntitig» tioC ' 
eattrel J devoid of wit, and gencnlly fuD. of tboft kind oi 
coarse pleartantrjr which is nalished by the oommoa people. | 

Danloa and be were at tkb tune attached to Bobetpieme, j 

wbo pretwded much frietidship^for botk. They had the I 

guik of eoacurring with him in the ikiassaere of the de» 
puties of the Gironde ; but afterwards^ wlien that perfidi* 
0U8 man became jealous of Daaton, and found CamiQe leis 
pliable to bi« will vthaa bo wiabed^ he caKdnved to have 
both publiely execwted^ 

Others of leas eminence lurked in Parian Mamt be«» 
took himself to a subterranean haUtatioa which had. bcmi 
prepared for him by Le Grendre the butcher^ which had 
served tq secrete him from justice on various oocisiona 
both before and since the period we are now. treating o£ 
It is much to be regretted that he was not dug out and 
executed on this occasion* It would hsve prevented a 
gfr^sat deal of mischief of which he was afterwards tbo 
cause ;. and he would have died with: mmm propriety by 
the^band of the hangman^, that fay tlsat of tbe «xtra0rdi^ 
nary and most interesting woman: who gave him tbe moiw 
tal blow.* • 

* Marie Charlotte CordI was a beautiful young woman of an uiAle* 
mfsBed character, distinguished for dignity of sentiment and benevolence 
of heart $ bat who had never given cause of suspicion of a disturbed un^ 
derstaodlBg, nor, until she •tuck a poinard into the jlkeirt of Mamt» anjr 
indication of a violent temper. ^ ^ 

She was not prompted to this rash action by. any personal indignitf^ 
oiTered to herself, by rage, by Iqve, by jealousy, by rdigious enthusiasm* 
or any of those incitements which alone have been thought capable of 
voting women ta snch deeds. She mw her country in calamitous cir* 
cumstances; she dreaded their Incieaao inm Dxo wiokfdfifal of one man 
whom the law could not reach ; she^ was convinced that by killing him 
phe would be of more service to her country than b^ all the exertions oT 
a long life. * I killed one man/ she declared at her trial, ' to save a 
hundred thonaand.* She formed^ her design eooUy, without intnistlnff 
any mortal with her intention t «h« undisBtook a long jpumegr to aoconu 
plish it ; she weighed all its conseq^uences s »he oalcjulated on d«ath« and 
in a more dreadful shape than that in which she afterwards met with it ;. 
she expected to be torn in pieces by the mob, or tliat her body wdurd be 
ftrilfCfl throBgh ib^ MUwtM* Tbt jden^ oi those horrors did not shalee thr 

•teadiness 
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Xaetw and Briisot bad aiw promoted thfhr mfiiirreettoQ,' 
but -not so optDly aa tliose above JUearttoMd^ and certain- 



I of har mfad. She looked', for ao noompcnie bot in tht ttflae* 
tion of having prevented the death of thotsapds, and the misery of tent 
of thousands. She was allowed an advocate to assist her at her trial. M. 
Chauveau, when the evidence was finished, pronounced the following brief 
tpe^ to the jtwy-^* L'aceuB^svone avee sangflrotd I'attenut qoVlIe a 
commis ; elie en avone la longue prteMltation ; elk en avoue lea eir* 
Constances ; en un mot, elle avoue tout, et ne eherche pa^ mime a se 
justifler. Voili, citoyens juies, sa defense toute enliere. Ce calme fan- 
pertttvbabTe, et cette entiere abn^g^tion de soi-mtoe, qui n*annoncent an- 
cttne Ktnordk, et pour ainsi dire en prince de la mort m£me ; ce calme, 
et dttle abnegation aaUlma sona nnLsapport, ne sent pa»4ane Is nature? • 
iia ne pepvent 8*eapli4iuer que pnr I'exalution du fanatisme politique qoi 
lui a mis le poignarcf a la main, et c^est a vous, citoyens jures, i juger de 
quel poids doit £tre cette consideration morale dans la balance de la jus* 
tice.** 

The jufjF ananimovaljr fimnd her gniUy. Sentence ef death was pro- 
nounoed. She then addressed AC Chauveatt to this efiectr— * Sir, yoo 
have spoken in my defence in delicate and generous terms : it waa the 
only style proper for me. I thank you. It has in<^tred me with esteem 
fhr yon, of which f will gfve yov a proof; The judges have informed 
mm that n^ geodi art^eonfiscited* I am indebted for seme things at the 
prisoflk I charge you to acqait that debt.^ . 

A little before her execution, a confessor was introduced to her, and 
offered his services. She thanked him, and expressed a sense of obUga* 
tion to (hose who had sent him ; but said she had no need of his services. 

When' the efllcers. entered her chamber to- conduct her to death, she 
naildty begged to be excused for a few minutes until she had finished the 
letter she was then- writing to her father. 

The populace^ in spite of their prejudice in fhvour of Marat were so 
atniek with her undaunted deportment, that they did not, according to 
their custom, insult her aa she* waa carried to ezccitlien. She oeeadon- 

•Or 

* The prisoner acknowledges the act of which she Is accused ; she ac* 
knowledges that she had long premeditated it s she acknowledges the v»» 
rioDs circumstances ; in short, she acknowledges the whole aoeosatioqa 
and takes no pains to justify herself. In this, gentlemen of the jury, liea 
her entire defence. This astonishing calmness, this total abnegation of 
aelf, which betrays no remorse even in the very presence ef death ; tlila 
calm and this abnegation seem not to be in nature ; they cannot be ecm 
counted for, but on the supposition that political fanaticism pot the poni« 
ard into her hand ; and it belongs to you, gentlemen of the jury, to de« 
termine what weight that consideration should have in the scale c|f just* 
ice. . 
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Jy with viewfr yfety different irom leadi other. Laelos and 
others attached to the duke of Orleans wished the depos^ 
ition of the king, that their patron might be declared 
regent, and that they themselves might of coutse obtain 
situations of power and emolument during the young ^ 
king's minority. Brissot, who abhorred the duke of Or- 
leans, promoted this seditious petition, , in the hopes that 
the establishment of a republic would be the inunediate 
effect of the king's being deposed. 

This assembly in the Champ de Mars, under the pre- 
tence of signing a petition for the purpose pf deposing, the 
king at the very time that the national assembly hadjfbis 
conduct under consideration, and even after it was known 
that they had decreed his restoration, with the outrageous 
behaviour of the multitude, obviously to overawe the le« 
gislature, and carry their point by force, was oert»nly re- 
bellion, however palliated by Brissot himself, in a work he 
published sometime afterwards, in which this event is 
singularly misrepresented,* The conduct of Brissot was 
strongly disapproved of by all those first mov^s of the 
revolution, whose view from the beginning, and whose 
ultimate wish, was a monarchical form of government limit- 
ed by law, ^nd copsistent with the liberty of the subject ; . 
and had Brissot been tried at this time f for the part he 

aIIj smiled as she passed ; and by thatnlone shewed that she paid them 
any attention. On the scaffold her face displayed the bloom of health, and 
the serenity of a itaind undisturbed. 

AMMsination can in no case be entirely justified ; but this seems the 
l^uit culpable and most disinterested instance that can be imagined ; and 
the whole bebavioor of M»rie Charlotte CordI exhibits a benevolence pf 
intention end heroic firmness of mind that perhaps has never been sur- 
passed by woman or by man. 

* On profite d*un rassemb1ementjpat5»52e de citoyens que signoient une 
petition au Champ de Mars ; on les peint comme un amas de brigands 
aux yeux de la garde natlonale ; on prtpare. la trag^ie de deux hommea 
trouv^s le matin sous Tautel et massacres & propos. Le drapeau rouge 
est deplov^ sans necessity ; et le sang coule, sans que la loi alt parle.— — 
Beponse de Brissot a tons les Libellistes, &c. 

f That Brissot thought himself at this time in some' danger, and that 
he was eh^nned by many, appears by big own accojmt.— ' J'ai ^i^ un de 

CCS 
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eertninly look in this inscirroctioiiy tbe objoct oi which was 
to oyer^et the constitution, be might have been justly 
ocmdemned ; anil a subs^qpent tribunal would have been 
saved the guiUof condemning him and his associates for 
enme^ they never oommitted, and for that part of their 
conduct thiH; was meritoripus. 

ThejbrmiddbleappeafancQ wbidi this insurrection at 
one raoQieiit bad, made a strong impression on the minda 
of many members of the assembly, and of tbe most re« 
3pectaUe ckiteos of Paris. They considered the insur- 
gentB-as a guig of needy ruffians, who waited but for a 
pretext or a signal, from their employers to burst into the 
shop^ and houses, and pillage them. The energy, there* 
fore, whiehthe assembly, municipality, and commaiider 
of tbe natioBal guards, had shewn in suppressing this com- 
mojtion was generally approved, of; and a greater degree 
pf ordet and tranquillity than had been known for some 
time before in Paris was the consequence.. 

It would have.been fortunate that the constituent aa* 
sembly bad continued for at least one year longer ; not 
only because it consisted of a body of nKH'e .respectable 
men than the succeeding assembly, but also because by 
experience it had acquired a juster notion of things than 
when it was first constituted* The exalted theories con- 
cerning liberty, which had been entertained by some of 
its most distinguished members, were .now considerably 
moderated by the scenes to which they bad been witness- 
es'. Whatever dislike the king may be supposed to have 
had to some parts of the constitution ; yet aftpr acceptr 
ing it and swearing to maintain it, and after the dangers 
be bad been exposed to, there is great reason to think 
that his resolution was to adhere to his engagements, uid 

MS hommes d^gD<^ puUIiquement poor T^chaflEkud ; moi ^i^e, hpit jourt 
^upv^vant, op portoit presque auz nues, je me trouval tout-a-coup dans 
nn abime effroyable, je lisois sur tous les visages^ et les calomnies qu*en 
avoit r^ependues contre tnoi, et Teifroi que mon approche inspiroit, et ma 
sentence prochaine. Mille avis me parvenoient a lafois; mesamistrem? 
bloient pour moi ; les uns me conseilloient de fuir ; les tfutres de mod^ef 
mes traits contre mcs pers^cpteurs,* &c. 
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A«t he would to the nosC miaut^ pardculir Ibttfeclone §oi 
if he had bad an aMemhly to deal with who had fanned 
• shnihir resolutbn. And those neareal the kingfs penioit^ 
however dtflfiereiit their original ofMnion may htf^e been» 
Aiuflt have confirmed him in this resolution^ |>rovided'^y 
wished well to the royal family : but all the dawntngs- of 
eoDOord and tranqoillity that seemed ready to open attbia 
period on the French te^n disappeared wifb the eonali* 
tuent assembly; 

The committee which had been employed far a oonsi* 
derable time in digesting and arranging theeonstitiitioDal 
decrees had now concluded its labour. The whote was 
read to the assembly on the 4th of August 1791* It waa 
then debated article by ardcle, and on the 8d of Seplem- 
her presented to the king, who was at the sane time re^ 
atricted by the assembly to accept or reject the whole with* 
out exception or observation* On the IStb of the same 
month, being attended by a deputation of sixty members^ 
the king went to the assembly, and sanctioned the assent 
which he had the day before sent in writing, by an- oath 
to be faithful to the nation, and to employ Omb powmi^ 
vested in him for the maintenance of the constitutioii i 
and on the 80th of September the assembly waa temiii* 
ated by it» own spontaneous dissolution. 
/ 

CHAPTER XXVIir, 

The LegUbUwe Jsgembfy^^Tke King deUnmnei io'odhere sam* 
pmhusfy ie the ConOUuHom — The Gmmie deiemmed oa a 
BeptMk—The Kif^s HmuehM Guarde^FormaUm qf the 
Kin^e and the Q$teen*e Heueehold^A new Hardship pui on 
the Clergff-^The Feio exercised — Confunon this produces in 
the Assembl^^Unfbreseen Events in the Bewlution^^Disa-* 
^^eement among the Kin^s Ministers^^M, de Narbomne^^M. 
de Bertrand'^Administraiion dissolved. 

JJvvoHTinnATm.Y for France the legislative assembly 
contained less wisdom than its predecessor. It was com- 
posed of men not only less respectable from their rank in 
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wcktjr^ fa»tiui general of infcrior abilitie8« There were 
in U however a few men of di9tiDguisbed tal^its, a greater 
fiiiDiber of a eofiaiderable i^hareof iearniag; but the ideap 
of both those classes on the subject of government had not 
.been matui%d by long xefleetien nor coirec^d by experi- 
es^. The remainder, for^ning by far the greatest pre^ 
fXHTtion^ CQOsbted of men with no pretension, to kaow«- 
•ledge, some of them of impetuous characters and enthor 
isiastie imaginations^ who bad been elected merely on ae- 
connt of their 2eai and activity in -the revolutioe. 

From this aeoountvof the second or legislative assemhlji^ 
Aolhii^ very wise or politic was to be expected in their 
conduct; but it could hardly have been conceived that 
they would have begun by so childish a measure as tbej 
ivally did, namely, contesting the prerc^gatives and hop> 
nonrs whieh the precedUmg assembly had left wUh the 
Icing. Having met on the 1st of October, they verified 
their powers, chose their president and secretaries, took 
the oath to maintain the constitution decreed by the con* 
etitnent assembly in the years 1789» 1790, and 1791» and 
never to propose or consent to any law contrary to it; and 
immediately after they decreed, contrary to what had 
been the usage during the former assembly, that when 
tte king diouid repair to the present one ibr the cere* 
mony of what they call Fouveriure de la seance, their pre* 
mdent should have the^r<( and the king the second plaee« 
This ridiculous conduct of the assembly was coosidered 
as highly insolent by the king''s council, which was uniu* 
nimou&ly for resisting it ; but the king himself found a 
method of eluding at once the contest and the faumilia^ 
tion, by observing, that as the constitution did not or-« 
dain that he should go in person to the assembly, either 
for the ouxftrturt or any other purpose, he would on the 
pre9ent occasion allow the mivtrture to take place without 
his appearing. 

This new pretension of the assembly was viewed with 
indignation by the public in general, as well as by the 
Ling^s council; which when the assembly understood, and 
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frere informed of the resolution the king had taken, thej 
annulled their foolish decree, and bis majesty then consent- 
ed to open the session in person, which he did by a very 
judicious speech. 

Sometime* prevbus to the opening of this assembly, 
M. Ab Thevenard, ministre de la marine, having resigned 
that ofBce, the king expressed a desire that M. Bertrand 
de Moleville should be his successor, and desired M^ de 
Montmorin, ministre de Tinterieur, to communicate his 
desire to that gentleman. In a letter written by him to 
the president of the national convention in November 
1798, M. Bertrand declares that he had great unwilling- 
ness to accept of the ofSce, because at that time he bar- 
boured doubts respecting the king'^s disposition towards 
the constitution, which determined him to decline the of* 
•fer made to him in the king^s name by M. de Montmorin. 
But upon receiving a pressing letter, written by the king 
himself, he requested to have a moment^s conference with 
his majesty ; which being agreed to, he was presented to 
the king the following day by M. de Lessart. M. Ber- 
trand then expressed his sense of the honour that was in- 
tended for him ; but that he might be enabled to serve 
his majesty with efficacy, he begged to be informed of his 
majesty^s real disposition respecting the constitution, and 
what was the conduct he expected his ministers were to 
observe on that subject. To which the king answered,— 
< I have been informed of your scruples. I do not blame 
you for them ; it is reasonable you should know what is 
expected from you. I acknowledge that I do not approve 
of every article of the constitution. I am convinced that 
if the assembly had not precluded all observations, by 
confining me to a simple acceptance or refusal, I could 
have indicated certain alterations which they would have 
approved. But that is over ; I have accepted and sworn 
to maintain it such as it is, and I am resolved to be strict- 
ly faithful to my engagement, expecting that my mini- 
sters will conform their conduct in all respects to the same 
plan. I am the more determined strictly and literally to 
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Adhere to et'ery article of the odnstitution, because it is 
the best means of shewing to the nation its excellencies or 
defects, and what alterations they may find it necessary 
to make.^ M. Bertrand having expressed his satisfaction 
at hearing sentiments so conformable to his own, added, 
— * May I presume to ask whether those are the senti- 
ments of the queen ?* His majesty assured him they 
were ; which was confirmed to him by die queen her* 
self the same day, when M. Bertrand was presented to 
faer* 

These circumstances are mentioned from good authori- 
ty, in support of what has been above asserted with re- 
gard to the disposition of the king and queen at the open- 
ing of the legislative assembly ; and if that assembly had 
sincerely concurred in the same sentiments, order and 
prosperity might from this date have been restored to 
France under the influence of a limited monarchy. But 
the Boohefoueaults, the Mouniers, and the Lally Tolen- 
dais had forsaken the assembly. Mirabeau-was dead. 
The Lameths, Adrien Duport, La Fayette, Barnave, and 
other sincere supporters of the constitution, could not be 
members of the second assembly by that most impolitic 
decree which excluded all who had been of the first. 
The same decree excluded Robespierre; but his male- 
volent spirit haunted the club of Jacobins, and was there 
as active and mischievous as ever. The promoters of the 
late insurrection, instead of being pursued with vigour 
and brought to trial, were allowed to appear again in the 
capital, and some of them were chosen members of the as- 
sembly ; particularly Brissot, who in a short time b^^me 
the centre of that circle, so well known under the name 
of the Gironde— many of them men of talents unques- 
tionably, but all of them in their hearts republicans, and 
therefore very dangerous members of a legislative assem- 
bly belonging to a monarchical constitution. 

It is impossible to reflect upon the conduct of this par* 
ty of the Gironde without being persuaded that their ob- 
ject from the beginning was to wean the minds of their 
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coontrymen bom fliooaipchyy ei^a hi the imlde&t fimn* 
Tbey imagined that the 'Constitution itself ooaUiBed that 
within it ^ wbich rendered freedom inseeure, «id weuU 
sooner or later be the means cf bnagmg back that d^ 
jipotic goveroineat vhieb tbey justly abbois'ed as the 
{;reate8t of all earthly curses, afid which in the meantime 
retarded the establishment of that republican gDvernmenf^ 
which in viaionary beauty appeared to their imagina^ieoa 
«s the greatest of all political blessings. They, thought 
that to have lopped the extravagant branches of mo- 
aarchy was not sufficient; that the trunk itself iftust be en. 
■tirely eradicated^ before the tree of liberty eould take 
£rm root in France. They dreaded ikai taste for pomp 
and for the splendour of royalty which they believed stitt 
to exist in the hearts of their cpui^rymen» If the king 
liimself should not be disposed to extend the power of 
the crown beyond the limits ef the' comstitution, they 
thought him under the influence of those who would m^e 
h\m attempt it ; and that if the attempt should fail in 
his reign, it might succeed in that of his successor. Bat 
at this period so fai* were some of those who ha^d the great*- 
est sway, among the Brissotine parly from fearing the 
perfidious attempts of the king against the •ccmsti^tion^ 
that they vere now persuaded that pest enperience, hb 
natiu^al love of justice, his unambitioifts disposition, had 
determined him to adhere strictly to it, and to lend a 
deaf ear in future to whatever might be suggesibed to in- 
duce him to a contrary conduct; what they most dreaded 
was that the king's natural love of justice, his affiftbility, 
-andilll the mild virtues of his character, would revive 
the seeds of loyalty which lay concealed in the hearts of 
the people, and occasion the restoration of a government 
mere arbitrary than that which had been overturned. To 
blast those seeds entirely, and prevent so pernicious an 
harvest, they used means which never can be justifiable 
in a creature so fallible in judgment, so circumscribed in 
his views, and so limited in his faculties, as man. Ku- 
mours of new plots and conspiracies, of an Austrian 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FASHCB B|nroz»vTioir. 88S 

fiodUee widiiQ the palace^ and ether tales equally false, 
were f»rop«gated by active emissaries, in the places of 
public reaortf and insinuated in the journals supposed to 
be junder the direction of leading men of the party* The 
king^s character was grossly misrepresented, and new 
sources of calumny were opened against the queen. To 
that species of slander to which female beauty is most ex* 
posed, others were added of a more important nature, in 
which the iddependence and freedom of the nation were 
deeply concerned. 

The causes of inquietude with»which this unhappy mo* 
narch was surrounded, did not proceed from the repub* 
lican party in the assembly alone. The formation of that 
body of guards which the constitution had appointed to 
the king, greatly excited the jealousy of the national 
guards of Paris; although the king used every precaution 
he could think of to prevent it. He consented that the 
Parisian national guards sheuld continue to perform duty 
at the palace, and to mount guard at particular posts of 
the Tuilleries in common with his own peculiar body 
guards; he expressed to both corps, that the most agree* 
able mark of attachment they could give him would b6 
to live in union and friendly terms with each other. AU 
this could not cure the national guards of their jealousy : 
the king could not speak a word, in passing, to an of« 
ficer of the body guards, or look on the soldiers with 
an air of satisfaction, without the others complaining 
loudly that the new guards were preferred to them ; and 
hardly a week passed without complaints of this nature, 
and without the royal family being teased with their sus- 
picions or animosities. These disputes; with some other 
incidents, were afterwards made a pretext by the king^s 
enemies to disband the constitutional guards entirely, that 
he might be unable to resist insuirections, and be entire- 
ly at their mercy.* 

* When the troops were first decreed for the king*s household, it Urm 
« dtstiactioii much desired to belong to them. The formation of them 
was left to his majeitj ; and he resolved to take one»third of both oQcen 

YOU IV. 2 B 
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• The emigrmm m tUs peridl m wvy gmt; itoi 
ImmI extended to both 9exes» uim|in.lmi Ay KTcnd ldRe» 
of Ae qoeeiA IwiiHglmM . It was uMg i Bgl thaty to re»- 
'CKT huneeff w nen ss tSie q[iiecii popauTy ns nu^estjr ^Mtt 
locniied to Inife the ▼acant plTg\ nlkd uy the lelatiOBB of 
uiuse who wcfe belie fed to be toe wannest fneods to thef 
lef ulutki B * On dns pi e sumjtiuo die miiiisters were ear- 
iKsdy soficited bj the n m u c f uu s candidates to be inchid^ 
ed hi die new fennatiott of bodi h o oae hoMs. The king*, 
howerer, being awaie that he was in danger of making 
more enemies than fnendsy postponed the bottness from 
time to time: and, when nnportaned bj the ministefn 
themselres, he ekided coming to an immediate nomina- 
tion, by def i li ng each nrinister to grre a list of those whom 
he r ec om mended to the diflerent oSces which were to be 
created. The words the mooardi nsed, speaking on th» 
subject to a penon who enjoyed his conndence, gtre & 
more jast and a more anccting idea than perhaps any 
other conld do, of the perplexing state in which the rojai 
family were even as this period, when they were general- 
ly believed more free than usnal firom constraint.—- < Je. 
sens bien qne la reine ne pent pas garder sans inoonve. 
nient aupres d'e)fe des fennnes d*emigr^ et je lui en at 
dq) parlc ; mats on ne pent pas exiger non pins qu^die 

Old mtB fimn the tnopi «f the finc^ and the other two fDom the lutfkwl 
guards, which was done accordingly. Bnt with a view to reader himself 
extensivelj popular^ he desired each department of Prance to send a cer- 
tain oamber of their national guards, to compose that part of his house- 
hold troops which was to be fonned from the national traope. . Bat al- 
though in general they were wdl chosen» yet some of those sent by the 
deparonents were exceedingly seditious ; whereas, if he had taken tbent 
all from the national guards of Paris, the character of each individual 
might have been known before he was appointed. A grf at number of the 
eltisena of Paris would have had sons or relations in the hinges household, 
.which woidd have rendered him popular where popularity was of infimtt« 
ly more importance than in the remote departments ; and a guard so con- 
nected could not have been dangerous to liberty. Had this plan been 
observed, so many Parisian families would have been interested In* the 
household troops being kept up^ as would have rendered the aaaemhly esa* 
aom of dacrechig their rsduetion. 
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hm fH miili 4e Mteriaaies Pelien/ O^ikdoi^t^ ou atH 
tr«fl do eelle e$peQo.. Q«flilt ^ moi, la plQparl de oeus 
tknt !• ser^ie^ m*9UM le plus agreable dans mon an^ 
ci«iHia QidsQa Ba'ont abaHdonney et parmi ceux qui an 
aoot rettaa il y en a ^ui font le toanseAt de ma yi^. Il 
y a par exemple ce ' • , •'•^ , qui est sana cesse chei 

mn poor eapioaaer et^^emoieiiter toiit te qui iy dit, 
tout ee qui s'y fait, et qui e^ fait ensuite les irappocts les 
plwfaux.'* 

Tb«^ aiaembty, aot satisfied with the hard decree which 
stripped those cler^ of tbdr filings who refused to tak<l 
the oath to the eonstituticQ, passed anodier stitt more se* 
vera by wbi^h a nei^ oath waa to be offinred to them ; and 
all who did not take it were to leave the kingdom. 

All tipe bishops then at Paris, greatly alarmed at this 
fresh aet ctf opf^ression, met on purpose to draw up m me<< 
<Biorial to be pveaented to the kiag, eotreeting him to in-* 
terpose his segaitiire. His majesty, wfaa bad felt remorse 
jRnr having consented to the first de^ee against the clergy, 
received ibia memorial irery graciously^ and declared that 
be wa^ determined to refiieo his sanotion to the decreci 
which be eoilsidefed as cruel and unjust. 

When this matter was laid before the king^s councili 
which consisted of M. Delessart for foreign affairs, M. de 
Narboane as* minister of war^ M. de Bertrand of the ma* 
riae, M. Cabier de Gerviile of the interior, M. Duport 
du Tertre, keeper of the seals, and M. Tarbe, minister o( 
oootributiQns, they were unaniasoualy of opinion that the 
decree should be negatived ; but^ this being the first mr 

* I am sensible that the queefi cannot without inconvenience keep the 
wWeB ef ertiigrants ahout her, and I have ah-eady sppken to her on that 
$ubj«ct ; but neither can it be expected that she will compose her soeietj 
of Meadames fetion, CoB(V»eet, or otbefs of that cbva. An for my own 
pmt, the greatest number of my ancient household whose service wa^ the 
tnost agreeable to me, have abandoned me, and among those who remain 
there are some who are the torment of my life. There is for example 
that , who is continually at hand Jo spy and comment upon 

all that to said and aU that is done, and afterwards gives the moat £alM 
account of the whola. 
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atatice of the king^s exercising this prerogative, it w» 
thought expedient that it should be done with solemnity ; 
and, to shew that it was with the entire approbation of the 
council, all the ministers agreed to accompany M. Duport 
du Tertre to the assembly when he went to announce the 
king^s veto. 

M. Duport having a messag^^f a more agre!eable na- 
ture to communicate to them at the same time, he encou- 
raged his colleagues by assuring them, that he would take 
that opportunity of throwing in a few forcible arguments 
to prove the expediency of the veto, whieh he wad con- 
vinced would satisfy the assembly. The king approved 
of this arrangement; and on th'e 10th of November alt 
the ministers assembled at M. Duport^t house, that they 
might go to the assembly together. Before they set out, 
he was observed to drink two glasses of cold water. One 
of his colleagues asked if he felt himself indisposed. He 
answered,—* Non ; c'est une precaution que je prends 
toutes les fois que je vais a Tassemblee ; le sang me bout 
dansles veines quand j^entends ces gens-l^; et si je ne 
prennois pas quelque chose pour me^calmer, je serois 
sur de m^emporter, et de leur dire les verites les plus 
dures.' * 

The entrance of the six ministers into the hall of the 
assembly, and the report of a message from the king, the 
purport of which was unknown, excited curiosity, and 
produced a silence more profound and of longer duratida 
than had ever been known in that assembly. M. Da- 
port in the meantime laid upon the table, one after ano- 
ther, the different decrees which the Iflng had sanctioned^ 
among which were two that the assembly had shewn par- 
ticular anxiety to have passed. Having fulfilled this part 
of his duty to the satisfaction of the assembly, he added, 
that with regard to the decree which imposed a new oath 

* ^ No ; it is a precaution I take every time I go to the assembly to keep 
^y blood calm ; for it is apt to boil in my veins at sight of those fellows ; 
and if I did not take something to cool me, I should be so overheated with 
passion as to tell them the most disagreeable truths. 
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on the uncoDStUutional priests, le Rm examn0*a ; which 
is the expression used when a decree is negatived. The 
minister then drew from his pocket a paper containing the 
discourse which be had prqmred relative to the king^s 
message ; but unfortunately the two glasses of water be- 
gan to operate at that instant, and they produced an effect 
more violent than could have been expected from so simple 
a medicine. His face became pale ; his voice grew weak ; 
and his hand shook so much that it was with difficulty he 
could read the discourjse ; and, what was most unlucky of 
all, the £rst sentence be pronounced alluded to the refusal 
4)f the sanction. He was allowed to proceed no farther : 
a general uproar bqgan in the a3sembly : all spoke at once 
demanding la parole ; aud all continuing to speak without 
having obtained permission. ' M. le President — ^M. le 
President, nous ne pouvons pas entendre ce message,^ ex>- 
i^laimed one. < Ce 45ont les motifs du refus de sanction/ 
rejoined another. * Ce message est incoostitutionel,' 
jcried a third. < Kappellez a Tordre le ministre,^ added a 
fourth. ^ M. le President, je demande la parole pour une 
motion d'ordre,' said a fifth ; and many others made the 
same requisition. The tumult continued seven or eight 
minutes, during which the ministers stood 'waiting the re* 
suit. As soon as it abated, the president proposed the' 
question, whether they should refuse to bear the message 
as unconstitutional. M. Bertrand, perceiving that the 
keeper of the seals made no effort to prevent this, desired 
to be heard for a single moment. This was refused ; and 
it was decreed that the message should not be heard ; afr 
ter which the president informed M. Bertrand that he 
might speak. M. Bertrand said, that what be had to say 
could now be of little importance ; but that if he had been 
allowed to speak before they passed the decree, he would 
have informed them that the king's message was to com- 
municate certain measures which his majesty had taken to 
put a stop to emigration. He had no sooner pronounced 
these words than the tumult recommenced ; one part of 
jth^ assembly insisted upon retracting the decree and bearr 
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iag Ihe mmmgi % aaolher wtm for muMmuiatg the de- 
cree; but m the keeper <tf tbe eeals vms eilcst^ ekbou^, 
had it not been for the ohiiling eftct of tiie uratler^ he 
sttif^ ktve represented that, eocording to tbe eonstitvtioti, 
ibe mmoMj had no right to refuse to hear a mesaage 
fnm ^ kvoig ; the bottncss ended here^ «iid the order of 
the day ^vw called fbr« 

In the aeoouat of thie traniaction given in the newepa* 
per called the Moniteor, the ws^ds used by M. Bertrand 
were mistated. He was repiesented, after the words to 
0top the emigratioHj te b«f e added, ^ navy i^fieef^ He 
thought proper to address a letter to the editor of tbe 
Moniteur, desiring that tbe mistake might be corrected, 
us he had not mentioned the <^!oet% tfihe nmy^ nor oould 
with propriety have done it, no one oftcer having desert>« 
lod his post naoe his ^ipointment to the place of minister 
of the marine. This letter formed the pretext for a de- 
nunciation against M. Bertrafid a short time afterwards. 

The legidative assembly manifested so great is disposi* 
iion to put an unfavourd)le oonstractien on the king^s 
measures, that he was constantly on his guard, bad tbe 
ixmstitution always befbre Ihs eyes, and seldom proposed 
tuiy plan to his ministers or adopted one pit)posed by 
them, without previously examining whether or not it 
was strictly conformable to it ; and if tiiere were doubts 
tm that hnul, he generally rejected the measure. This 
attentbn rendered it difBcult for the king'^s eaeonies to 
find, what tbey eagerly looked for, any matter <^ aceusai^- 
taon founded on bis having infringed the constitution. 
An attempt was made to put that construction on his have. 
fBg made use of tbe veto. It was said to be applying a 
fK)»BtituttoBal power diametrically against the spirit of 
the constitution, But^whoare to be the judges in thift 
inatter f If it be tbe assembly, llien the veto is a word 
fignifying nothing. If it is the kin^, then there was tt# 
infringement of the constitution. But no prudence on 
^is part could have enabled hiiu to avoid ail the dai^ers 
^i^ ^hi^h he was surrounded ( wr povid human petie- 
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UtJUQnt9rtae» wImU; was to be 4he effect, whm ambition, 
enthusiasm^ prejudice, patriotism, ignorance, and capricCj 
lactang upon a large body of men possessad with power* 
are the causes. Indeed, manj events in the course of 
tbb revolution are so aurprisiog, and so little to be look- 
ed for from what ocourned imq»ediately before, that they 
may be compared to the tricks of a juggler, who bewilders 
the scffises of the spectators, aA4, every time be removes 
the cup or ithe hat, presents some object extremely dif- 
ferent, if not pr^sely the reverse x)f what the exp€}cted 
loseeu . , 

For.example«-*Wba <x>uld have expected that the arcb- 
bisbop of Sens would be, si^ceeeded, as piimf minister 
of France, by a foreigner who was a protestant by reli- 
gion and a republican by birth? After being created 
minister upon account inf his popularity, who could hav^ 
imagined that M. Neeker would be ordered to quit tbfi 
kingdom when his popularity was at the highest ? Could 
those who saw him flying like a felon to the; frontiers con^ 
ceive, that he would within a few days be recalled aqd 
.bh)ught back i^ triumph to his former situation ? Qr 
could those who saw the frantic joy of the people at bis 
itturn imagine, that he would soon after be permitled to 
withdraw out of the kingdom without notice or regret.? 
.After all tbe time and labour which had been bestowed in 
firming a oonatitution <of a monarchical fiH'm ; after the 
whole nation had sworn to midntain it ; after the legi#- 
lative assembly, amidst the plaudits of the galleries, had 
declared against a repuUic in the month of July 179^, 
who could have believed tiiat a republican fcrm of go* 
Temment would, be decreed in the month pf September 
of the same year ? Could it have been foreseen that the 
duke of Hochefoucault, M. Mounier^ and many mose 
who strutted to obtain freedom for France, would be 
murdered or driven out of their country as the agents^4)f 
deqKHism ? When the king was a prisoner and the na- 
tion in anarchy, who expected that the raw soldiery and 
undiscipiined peasantry ci France, under the direction. of 
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a general who had never befcve commanded an army^ 
should baffle the skill^and energy of a numerous ve* 
teran army, commanded by a general of the highest 
military reputation in Europe ? At a - moment when 
they certainly could not wish for new enemies, who could 
have thought that the convention would have want- 
only provoked every neighbouring state by ridiculous and 
hostile decrees ? When unhappy and distracted France 
was sufTering under the most cruel internal commotion, 
and on the pcnnt of exhausting her strength by civil war 
as much as her bitterest enemies could wish, who could 
have imagined that they would contrive a scheme, the ef- 
fect of which was to assuage commotions, unite her coun- 
cils, and inspire her with a vigour she never had shewn 
before ? Could any body who had seen Robespierre odi- 
ous to the great majority of the convention, and with 
difficulty allowed to speak, have imagined that this very 
man, who seemed to hate mankind and was formed for 
being hated by them, was ever to acquire power by popu- 
larity, and be able to exercise a degree of tyranny over 
those aealots of freedom, which it could hardly be expect* 
ed the mutes of a seraglio would have long submitted to ? 
To return to the period we left. When the king and 
those around him seem to have shut their, hearts from any 
other view, and to have centered all their hopes of com- 
fort and security in conforming to the regulations of the 
constitution, it was peculiarly unlucky that there was not 
perfect concord in the king^s council on other points of 
conduct. Though there is reason to believe that all the 
ministers wished well to their country, the most distin- 
guished for talents and energy among them were of very 
different characters. M. de Narbonne, the minister of 
war, was a man of spirit and enterprise, of very pleasing 
manners, of a great share of wit, and various other ac- 
complishments. M. Bertrand, the minister of the ma- 
rine^ was more advanced in life, of ~4^ clear and masculine 
judgment, of unremitting application, but of plainer man- 
ners than is usual with his countrymen. He had managed 
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the public afiairs as intendant in the province of Britanny, 
during a difficult pmod, with great steadiness, and equal- 
ly to the satisfaction of the king and the province* 

As it had been remarked by M. Bertrand, that some of 
the ministers during the first assembly had been brought 
into trouble by communicating with the committees, pw-> 
ing to their words or actions having been misrepresented^ 
he proposed to hi^ colleagues, that they should communi- 
cate and correspond directly with the assiembly, as ordain- 
ed by the constitution, and never with the committees. 
This being approved of by the king, was agreed to by all 
the ministers, except M, de Narbonne, who at this time 
enjoyed a great share of popularity, was praised in the 
journals of Brissot and Condorcet, while M. Bertrand w^ 
abused in both. M. de Narbonne imagined that it was 
only by preserving his popularity that he coald be c£ 
service as a minister either to his king or country, tie 
therefore corresponded with the committees, went often 
there, was always well received^ and appeared to be on 
a friendly footing with several leading deputies of the 
Gironde party. This conduct was highly displeasing to 
M. Bertrand and some of the other ministers, and^ with 
other subjects of disagreement, was the cause of M. de 
^Narbonne^s quitting the office of minister. After his re- 
signation, as the misunderstanding between him and M. 
Bertrand had been commented on in Brissof s journal, 
the latter thought it expedient to resign also. The con- 
sequence was the endre dissolution of this administration, 
—an event much to be regretted ; because perhaps it was 
the only administration since the revolution, in which all 
the ministers were at once attached to the king and to 
the constitution. M. de Narbonne soon afterwards join- 
ed the army under M. La Fayette, whose conduct in sup- 
port of the constitution he approved, and thereby drew up- 
on himself the hatred first of the (Jacobins, and finally of 
^he Gironde party. 
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CHAPTER XXI2L 

• The Jacobin AdndnUtration — War with the Emperor — The Aue^ 
irian Commitiee revived — Memoirs of Madame de la MoUe — 
The King's HousduAd Troops reduced — Sedilious Scenes in 
the Gardens of the Tuilleries — Divisions in the Council — De^ 
cree for an Army of Twenty Thousand Men — Views of the 
Jacobins — Observations of CamUle DesmouUns — King nega^ 
fives the Decrees -^ Roland dismissed — Ihtmoitrier resigns^^ 
M. La Fayette writes to the National Auembly^ Appears ai 
the Bar — A pr&fedfor the Escape of the Royal Fam^^^Re^ 
JlecOons on the Behaviour qf the King, Qfteen, and Princese 
Elizahelk. 

On the dissolution of this administratioii, the king was 
advised by M. Cahter de Gerville to f<Mrm an administra- 
tion of a popular naturei as the best means of acquiring^ 
the confidence of the natiooy And of precluding those 
marks of jealousy and ilUhumour that were Aevrn against 
all his measures. M. Dumourier, the same who has sinee 
^rendered himself so famous, was appointed minister for 
foreign affairs ; M, La Coste for the marine ; M. Daraa- 
ton minister of justice ; and a short time after M. Roland^ 
a man of a grave character and repub(iGaa {Mriociples, who 
had fonoerly been inspector of commerce and manu£EH>- 
jtures, was named minister for the interior; M. Clavieie 
of Geneva, a person celebrated for his knowledge in fi- 
nanoci minister of contribution ; and M. Degraves, a man 
of a mild and diffident character, and in a weakly state of 
healthy succeeded M. de Narbonoe as minister of war, 
•This was called the Jacobin administration ; although La- 
-coste, Duranton, and Degraves never had been of that so. 
<iety, and the other three within a very short time were 
. more obnoxious to the Jacobins than any men in France. 
The assembling of emigrants on the frontiers of France, 
particularly in the Austrian Netherlands, the countenance 
given to them by foreign princes, the proclamations is- 
sued by the king^s brothers, and a variety of other cir>- 
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cuDMtaneeS) liad long rendered it prtjlNiliie, notwitfastand*- 
Ing the pacific deckratiMis of the emperor Leopold, that 
an attack was intended upon France. 

tn the dieordered state of that country, it is natural to 
itnagtna that war would have been considered as an addi- 
tional evil, and to be avoided with the utmost care. It 
has been believed, however, that it was not viewed in that 
light by the republicans ; but rather as a means of accom* 
plwfaing their favourite objeet. Brissot in his journal in<P 
ainuates as mudi^--*-* Sans la guerre,* he says, < la France 
■ne serott pas r^Hibltqne %* but the journal alluded to ap- 
pealed imaiediately after the republic had been declared 
by the convention, when the highest merit the party could 
claim was that of having contributed to it. But however 
UPdently they may have wished for war, they had no need 
of using any address to have it declared ; for the young 
prince who succeeded his uncle Leopold soon settled that 
point by the answer be ordered to be made to the requi- 
sitions of M. de Noailles, the French ambassador at the 
court of Vienna, and by him transmitted to M, Dumou- 
tier. This answer imported that the only terms on which 
peace could be continued were, * that the French monarchy 
should be restablisbed, according to the plan proposed at 
the royal sessions at Versailles in June 1789, which ex* 
acted the restoration of the nobility and clergy as orders, 
the restoration of the lands of the church, the guarantee 
of the feudal rights of the Grerman princes in Alsace, and 
the restitution of Avignon and the county of Yenaissin to 
the pope/ Dumourier, who considered this answer as 
equivalent to a declaration of war, prevailed on the king 
to communicate it directly to the national assembly, where, 
as was foreseen, it excited the utmost indignation ; and 
on the SOth of April the'king, accompanied by his council, 
went to the assembly and proposed that war should be de* 
dared against the king of Huhgary and Bohemia. The 
proposal was heard with universal applause, and decreed 
by the assembly with unanimity. 

The^rst military operations of the French, however, 
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tended to confirm an opinion pronounced with an air of 
triumphant infallibility by many, that the dimplined 
army of Austria would drive the militia of France before 
them like a flock of sheep to the capital, that the old des- 
potism would be restored with awful splendour, and the 
emperor rewarded for his services by the acquindon of 
Alsace and Lorraine This has not exactly taken place ; 
but the events of the war have produced an effect which 
nobody foresaw, but which seems equally alarming— the 
inhabitants of a populous and extensive country, from 
being the best tailors, hair-dressers, cooks, and dancing- 
masters in Eurupe, and equal to most as manufacturers 
and men of letters, have suddenly been converted into 
soldiers, nothing inferior to the most warlike of their 
neighbours. This has at length induced many of their 
ancient rivals, in spite of every sentiment of jealousy, 
heartily to wish, for the tranquillity of all concerned, that 
the French were reinstated in their former superiority aa 
dancing-masters, hair-dressers, &c. 

Notwithstanding the' applause with which the king's 
proposal of war was received, yet the formation of the 
new administration did not produce the effect which Ca- 
hier de Gerville expected. The king had enemies who 
were vexed with every measure which tended to render 
him popular, and used every means to counteract their 
effect. 

The king^s circumspection in adapting his conduct to 
the forms of the constitution, the popularity which he had 
acquired by proposing the declaration of war, alarmed 
them so much, that they thought it necessary tp revive a 
tale which had foriperly been circulated, apd bad afters- 
wards been discredited, namely, that a society of persons 
chosen by the queep frequently met in the apartpients of 
Madame de Lamballe, on purpose to concert measures to 
assist the emperor in his invasion of France, and to send 
occasional instructions bow to proceed. This was called 
the Austrian committee; and it was imagined that it 
ivpuld raise a greater indignation, and on that very ac* 
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count. be more eagerly believed, now when the emperor 
was at war with Prance, than formerly. The journals 
therefore began again to be filled with accounts of this 
dreadful committee; harangues against it were made 
nightly in the Jacobin club, and it became the chief 
theme of the orators in the Palais Royal. These ma- 
noeuTres produced the desired effect upon all who take re- 
peated assertion fcnr proof ; but as many remained incre- 
dulous, it was thought necessary to fabricate something 
which shoiuid have the appearance of more substantial 
evidence for them, and some devices were used of a very 
perfidious nature.* • • 

* One Instance of this Is so ^remarkable in its drcumstances as to be 
worth mentioning. A person of the name of Richet de Cerisi came to 
Renaut de St. Jean d'Angeli, member of the constituent assembly, and at 
that time editor of the Journal de Paris, and delivered to him a message 
in the name of Madame de Lambaile, desiring him lo come on the follow* 
ing Friday to her apartments, as he bad been elected a member of the 
committee, and that he would there find his friends M. Malouet, and also 
Messrs. Bertrand and Montmorin. Renaut being flattered with the invi- 
tation, of the genuineness of which he had not the least doubt, called on 
M. Malouet, and expressed satisfaction in the fopportunities he would 
have of meeting him at the committee at Madame de LamballeV • This 
drew to an esplanation. M. Malouet assured Renaut that he was played 
upon ; that as for his own part he was a member of no committee, and 
tlmt he had not the honour of being at all acquainted with Madame de 
Lamballe. M. Malouet informed M. Bertrand of this ; who immediately 
sent a message to Madame de Lamballe, then In the country, desiring to 
know if she was acquainted with Richet de Cerisi, &c. Madame de 
Lamballe returned for answer, that she knew no such man, had sent 
no such message, and that no committee had ever met in her apart* 
ments. 

At this very time two fellows had been haranguing in the gardens of 
the Palais Royal against the Austrian committee ; but bad not so fully 
engrossed the attention of their auditors, as to prevent their being detect* 
ed in the act of picking pockets in the heat of their oration. They were 
carried before a magistrate ; and on a strict examination, a patent of afil- 
nation as members of the Jacobin society was found on each, and it 
appeared that both had been marked with an iron on the shoulder as 
thieves. 

On the evening before those two fellows were taken up, Carre in the 
Jacobin club denounced M.^Bertrand and M. Montmorin as leading mem- 
bers in the Austrian commfttee ; on which M. Bertrand instituted a pro- 
cess 
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lo lb9 meaQtimf an occuneaot bappoiadi whidi picu 
doeed an extraordinary fermeatatioi] in tba miadft of tb# 
people^ and even of the deputies; of wbicb advantage 
being taken by the king*9 eneoMes, it bad aa affecl wilk 
ivbicb it migbt naturally bave beea, thoughl tQ hate a^ 
connection. 

A large edition of the memoirB of Madame de la M0M0 
bed been bought long before by tbe direction* of gevern- 
ment, and was locked up in a room of M^ )a Porte^a 
bouse in the Louvre. He was at that time intendent d^ 
ki liste civile, and from the hurry pf a&ira had neglected 
to destroy this work until the SOth of li|ay 1792s when 
he made them be carefully packed up in a couple of wag^ 
gontf, and carried to the raiaau&otory at Seire% wl^se they 

tesi agdnst Carra, who wlien brooght before the judged dechiredf th«t he 
had made that denunciation on the authority of Merlin of TMoaville^ 
Bazire, and Chabot the capuchin. Rtchet de Cerisf absconded. M . Bieiw 
frand published a memorial against Carra and*his infotmers, Hi Whiell thtf 
episode of the two branded thieves who were membenr of thfe JmoM« 
club made a conspicuous figure, to the great mortification of the Jaei^BS, 
and of all those who been sealous in asserting the existenee of the Aread« 
ed Austrian committee ; all evidence of which vanished on investigatiosy 
as the misshtpen phantoms of fear vanish front the eyes of tlie bewiMerw 
ed traveler at the light of the momfaig. ' It would have bets fmtmtam if 
the affiiir had ended here ; but M. Lari^iere, the judge befevo whom A(« 
Bertrand*s complaint had been carried, being filled with IndUgBadlo* «« 
gainst Merlin, BaZtre, and Chabot, imprudently ordered tbem Co be ws^ 
rested. They immediately eofmplataed to the legislatl^o gSicM to ly , of 
which (hey were members. The assembly, more affbcted wiHf the iwtM 
offered to three of their own members^ then with the fatedlloed wIMa 
they had propagated, decreed that Lariviere should be sent prismcir tor 
Orleans, to be tried by the high tribunal there. The unhappy asan 
was afterwards massaered at Versailles, with the other prisoners. No 
ftirther notice was taken of MerUn, Baaire, and CM»«, eaeefa in tto 
foliowing lines, which were often repeated at .the time, and wer^ thoaghft 
to be more diaftinguisbed for the truth than the wit they contain**-* 

Connoissez-vous rien de plus sot 
Que Merlin, Bazire, et Chabot ? 
A-t-on vu rien de plus coquin 
Que Chabot, Basire, et Merlhn 
Non : 11 n*eziste rien de pire 
Que Merlin, Chabot, et Ba:ke. 
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Mre Iranied; but during Ae 'exceution of thU, as th^ 
^ tpeetatora were prevented from satisfying the curiosity 
which they expressed to ei^amine what the piles of pap6t 
were, which they bdieM in this mysterious man^r com-< 
■litted to the flames, som^ of them concluded that they 
could be no other than the registers of the famous Aastri* 
an committee of which they had heard so mudi, but of 
whose e^tistence no trace had ever been discovered befcMre* 
This sagacious inference was no sooner made than the 
news was spread, that the records of the horrid Austrian 
committee had been burned at Seires ; and within a feiT 
hours the street orators of Park repeated to the groups 
assembled in the public places the contents of some of 
those bloody records, which they pretended to have learn- 
ed from persons who had read them, in spite of the care 
taken to prevent it. Those who had ever expessed a 
doubt of tlie existence of an Austrian committee in the 
castle of the Tuilleries were treated as miscreants. The 
news was brought to the national assembly, where it es^ 
cited the most violent agitation and heat ; in the midst 
of which a member who watched an opportunity for ok^ 
taining a decree against the constitutional household 
troops, thought the present rage against the court would 
answer the purpose as well as any accusation against the 
troops themselves. He therefore proposed that they 
should be immediately reduced, and that the duke of 
Brissac their commander,^ who in all probability was a 
member of the Austrian committee, and possibly was privy 
to the burning of the records, should be sent prisoner to 
Orleans. 

The next day M« de la Porte appeared at the bar, and 
gave the most convincing evidence that the papers burned 
at Seves were the memoirs of Madame de la Motte, and 
that no other pap^ or record of any kind had been deu 
stroyed on that occasion. But these false rumours had 
produced the effects which their fabricators wished ; and 
the effects continued aft^r their falsehood and the infamy 
of their authors were made manifest. The constitutional 
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houaeboU troops were not re^estaUidied ; tnd nevibureet 
of calumny against the king and queen were opened ¥rith 
more efficacy than ever. 

In former administrations, but particularly in that im- 
mediately preceding the present, means had been used 
and considerable sums expanded in engaging agents in the 
tribunes of the assembly, in the coffeehouses, and among 
the circles, to .support the measures of the court. Various 
journals were retained, and pamphlets frequently appear-^ 
ed for the same purpose. All this in some degree coun* 
terbalanced the unremitting efforts of the Jacobins. This 
counteraction being now suppressed, the torrent of calum*^ 
ny flowed with new force ; and the administration which 
the king had been advised to form, on purpose to ren^ 
der him popular, only contributed to make the designs 
of his eoemies more dangerous, and their agents more 
daring. The seditious and disgusting scenes which had 
been long exhibited in the Palais Royal, were now ex^- 
tended to the garden of the Tuilleries. The eyes of the 
royal family were often shocked with the sight of men 
dragged about by the mob, or ducked in the canal im« 
mediately before the front of the palace, on an accusation 
of aristocracy. The queen could not appei^ at the win- 
dows without danger of insult from the gestures or lan« 
guage of some of the people beneath. Whatever decla- 
rations she may have made against promoting any plan of 
counter-revolution, or of strengthening the king^s mind 
in his resolution of conforming to the present system, it is 
impossible to imagine that she did not abhor it in her 
heart ; and unfortunately it was not always in her power 
to prevent strong indications of that abhorrence from ap- 
pearing in her words and behaviour, not only in the pre- 
sence of her friends but also in that of her enemies*--all 
of which were carefully retailed with exaggeration, com- 
mented upon in clubs, and published in pamphlets. 

The two leading men in the present administration were 
of such opposite characters, that there was no probability 
of their acting long in agreement together. Duraourier 
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^ks a sddier of fortune^of an ambittQua and enterprising 
mind, who undoubtedly preferred the new constitution 
to the old govemment, but whose most ardent desire was 
to obtain situadons in which the abilities he wasconscbus 
of possessing might be brought into ext^nsiye action. 
Boland was a roan of rigid morals, a stem republican, 
and somewhat of a pedant. Of these two ministers the 
least disagreeable to the court was the former. , M. La- 
coste and M. de Grave were attached to him ; but when 
M. de Grave was under the necessity, on account of ill 
health, to resign, M. Servan, a colonel in the aqny; and 
author of a book entitled < Soldat Citoyen,* was appoint^ 
ed has successor. As M. Duranton was peculiarly attach- 
ed to neither pHrty, and the new minister with Claviere 
waa entirely devoted to Roland^ the latter now acquired a 
preponderance in the council ; and being at the same time 
supported in the national, assembly by the Gironde fac* 
tion, in the miinicipality and among the populace by Pe- 
tiod now majror of Paris, Manuel procureur of the com* 
mune, and other avowed republicans, his in^uenoe seem- 
ed almost irresistible. A difference of opinion had exist- 
ed am<mg the council since the beginning of this admi-^ 
nistraUon ; but after the nomination of Servan, animosi- 
ties were more fierce and freqUent; 

As the king always employed a priest who had not 
taken the oaths to the constitution; this circumstance bad . 
been oft^n mentibned in the clubs and by the street ora-t 
toh as a proof of his aversion to it : it was proposed that 
the six ministers should address the king to dismiss hisf 
present confessor,* and employ one who had taken the 
oaths. Dumourier Opposed this as persecuting and ab£ 
surd. Lacoste and Duranton were of the same opinion ; 
and no such address was made. The king, when be heard 
of this attempt, said that he had given proofs of being 
able to make great sacrifices^; and, if he should be press^ 
c?d to act contrary to his coni»cience in religious points, he 
could sacrifice his life also. 

The two parties which divided the assembly at thift pe«' 

tOL. IV. 8 c 
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riod were that of the Giroode^ stfengtbeoed and sttpport' 
ed as has bee6 mentioMd^ and that called FeuiUans^ 
which consisted of those deptitMi in the assembly who 
wished to preserve the monarchy aocording to the oiiDstK> 
tutioD, and was supported without doers 1^ many of the 
principal meiiibers of tiie late constituent assembly^ and 
6tber persons of character and weight, particolariy by H. 
La Payette, who commanded one of the armtea on the 
frontiers. It was also supposed that a great majority of 
the Piarisian national guards adhered to tbe principles of 
the Feuillans. I'his lai^ civ^umstanoe probably was tbe 
cause of a letter, which Servan Wrote to tbe president of 
the nationd asseikibiy proposing a decree for assembling 
an army of 20,000 in the neigbboarhood of Pari% to be 
levied from all tbe different departments, and to ieiidea« 
Vous at the capital on the 14th of Jaly, tbe day of the ce« 
lebration of the confederation* 

The pretext for this was the protection of the capital. 
Tbe real mdtive was to support that eontroul whidi Bo* 
land and the Girondists bad acquired and wished to main-i 
tain over the court. Servan wais severely reproached in 
the council by Dumourier and M. Lacoste for this step, 
which there can be little doubt of bis having taken with 
the approbation of Roland and Claviere. The decree 
was warmly opposed in the assemUy by the whole party 
of the Feuillans, and all tbe men of moderation who were 
devoted to no party, but who saw the danger of assem- 
bling 20,000 undisciplined troops at the capital, and who 
considered this dang^ as the greater, because it was pro^ 
moted by the Jacobins of Paris. It was indeed obvious 
that this club, by their inflitience with the corresponding 
societies in all the departments of France, would be able 
to have the whole body of the officers composed of Jaco- 
bins; and that when this army should arrive near Paris, 
they would be under the direction of those who bad the 
government of the club of Jacobins there, parUcularly of 
Danton, who having returned from Marseilles had re- 
sumed his influence among them ; and of Robespierre, 
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«rho had ba^n euUitattBg them tvitli equal addresf ahcl as- 
sidiiitjr ever since the dksalotion o( the constituent as-* 
sembly* Represeiitatioiis of this nature were made to 
some of the leading members of the Gironde ; and it was 
even foretold that those twa men would finally estabfisk 
their power en the ruin^ not only of the Feuilkns but of 
the Girondists. Condorcet, Brissot, and others of that 
party, were too mueh of philosophers to believe in pro# 
phecies, and at the same time so eager to bring down the 
powei: of the king, that they overlooked a greater danger 
which threatened them more nearly : like the man who, 
while he was intently aiming at an eagle in the air, re- 
eeived a mortal bite from an adder at his feet. 

Moralists need not be surprised that preoept, however 
eloquently conveyed, should be ineffectual in turning men 
from enterprises to which they are prompted by their pas- 
sions, when they find how often even example faib* No- 
thing perhaps ever more illustrated the small impressbn 
which repeated example makes on the minds of men lient 
upon a favourite object, than the successive fates which 
have attended many of the chief promoters of the French 
revolution.* 

* Camille Desmoullns, In « speech delivered in the Jacobin club about 
the beginning of May 1799, obseired, ' that the abb£ Maury the royal- 
Itt was vanqttished by Mounter and his two housea of parliament ; Mou« 
nier and Ins two houses by Mirabeau frith hia absolute negative ; Mira* 
beau*s absolute negative by the suspensive veto of Bamave ; the veto of 
Barnave by Brissot, who would admit of no other negative but that of 
himself and his friends. All these rogues,* he continues to observe* 
* were swept by each other from the Jacobins, to make room for Danton 
ftnd RobespierMy the founders of the indivisible republic*' 

He then condudesi in a style peculiar to himself—* Thus Necker. Or- 
leans, La Payette, Mirabeau, Bailly, Duport, Lameth, Guadet, Gensonne, 
Petion, Brissot, have been the impure vases from which, in the mould of 
the Jacobin dub, has been cast the golden statue of the republic, after the 
example of that curate who made his silver image of the virgin out of 
melted chamber-pots.* 

Bu^ GamiUe Desmoullns little thought, when he spoke in this light 
manner at the Jacobin's, that he and his friend Danton were in a very 
short time to be melted in the same mould ; nor did Robespierre suspect, 
when he sacrificed Danton who was his chief protector at the time of 

2 C 2 Lonvet's 
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Altfaoagh. Dumourier ditfsppraved highly of the pra» 
posal of the levies from the departments to form an army 
a€ the capital, and used his influence in the assembly to 
prevent Ae decree from passing ; yet when it h^ passed^ 
and when he saw the joy it occasioned in the capital, be 
advised the' king to sanction both this decree and that a^ 
gainst the clergy. Ail the difficulty and danger of his si- 
tuation could riot prevail upon him to adopt this measure; 
He negatived both. This was no sooner known than fresh 
torrentS/of calumny andiabuse were.poured from the Ja« 
cobin reservoir against the king, against all the different 
races of kings that have governed France since the begin^ 
ning of the moieiarehy. Every means were used to in<» 
flame tUe people and terrify the court. . Addresses Were 
read at. the bar from di&rent descriptions of citizens^ 
tbanking) the assembly for the two wise decrees which had 
been rejected by the infiaence of evil cifunsellors over Ma 
mind of the king. Processions of men armed with |»kes 
marched from the suburbs, with petitions to the assem- 
bly te persevere until the sanction of both decrees should 
be obtained. Roland wrote a letter of remonstranoe to 
the king on his past conduct, insisting on the necessity of 
removing the veto from the two decrees, and insinuating 
that the greatest and most imminent danger would attend 
any farther delay. ^ Dej^ Topinion compromet les inten* 
tions de votremajestd; .eniore.quelqne dilai, et le peuple 
contriste verra dans son roi Tami et le complice des con- 
spirateurs.** * 

< The addressers from the suburbs wha marched with 
brandished pikes to the assembly, had not a more threat- 
ening aspect than this letter. It was more than the for- 
bearance even of Lewis XVI could support. Roland, 

Louvet*t accusation, and Camille for whom he had always professed the 
warmest friendship, that he himself should so soon fall by those who at 
that perio4 trembled under his tyranny. 

* Already has public opinion thrown suspicion on your majesty's inten- 
tion. If there should be any further delay in sanctioning the two decrees, 
the vexed people will look on* their king as the Arieud and accomplice of 
th« conspirators.' 
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M^ith Olaviere and Servan, was dismissed from tfie mi- 
nistry. The former immediately took a measure stiU 
more unjustifiable than writing the letter : he read it to 
the national assembly, who ordered it to be printed, and 
transmitted to the eighty-three departments, declaring at 
the same time that he and his two colleagues carried with 
them the regret of the nation. The flame which this 
kindled against the king and the clergy who refused to 
take the oaths was excessive ; and if the letter was written 
less with a view to warn the king of an imminent danger 
than of having it published on purpose to produce the ef- 
fect it did produce, which is the opinion of many, the 
conduct x>f Roland in this instance was unpardonable. 

Dumourier was now appointed minister of war; M. 
Mourgues, a Protestant clergyman, by his recommend- 
ation was appointed to succeed Roland; M. Naillac,.at 
that time envoy from France at the court of Deux Fonts, 
vwas named minister for foreign affairs ; and the king pro^ 
posed M. de Vergennes, nephew to the deceased minister 
of that name, for the finance ; but he declined the office, 
which remained for some time vacant. 

Dumourier was considered as the first minister ; and it 
required all the courage he possessed to determine him to 
accept of so perilous a situation. The majority of the 
assembly and the public in general were full of indigna- 
tion on account of the dismission of Roland. Dumou- 
rier had given notice that he was to read to the assembly 
a memorial respecting the war. The galleries were crowd- 
ed on the morning of the 1 4th June, when Dumourier 
entered the assembly. He had been hissed by the popu- 
lace without, as he passed through them. The . tribunes 
resounded with the noise of disapprobation when he en- 
tered the hall. He was often interrupted by clamour, as 
he read his memorial. The determined intrepidity of his 
look and manner kept the rage of his enemies in some 
check. Having signed his memorial, and placed it on 
the bar, he retired without farther insult. He again re-> 
presented to the Jking the nepe^sUy of yielding Co a tprreat 
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wbidi threatened to overwhelm him and his family, if he 
attempted any longer to oppose it. The king, it has been 
thought, suspected that Dumourier wanted to terrify him 
into this measure, with a view that he himself mi^^ r^ 
gain Che favour of the Jacoluns. Whatever may be in 
that conjecture, the king steadily rejected the proposaL . 
Dumourier resigned. His example was followed by the 
fither ministers. Messrs. Laooste and Duranton were 
afterwards persuaded to remain, and form part of a new 
administration ; but the latter, having soon after carried 
to the assembly the king^s veto to the obnoxious decrees, 
was so terrified with his reception on that occasion, that 
he again delivered his resignation, and retired to the 
coui^try* 

M. La Fayette was on the worst terms at this period 
with the Jacobins, with Roland, and the whole party of 
the Gironde. This was also the case witli Dumourien 
A jealousy at the same time subsisted between the latter 
and M* La Fayette. It might have been expected that 
a common danger from a formidable enemy would have 
reconciled those two men to eadi other. Their mutual 
interest clearly pointed out this measure. The more se-« 
date character of Englishmen generally inclines them to 
sacrifice their passions, that of hatred at least, to what ihej 
ispnsider as their interest. Innumerable instances in the 
course of this revolution tend to prove that no considera- 
tion of interest, not even the view of impending ruin, can 
eontroul the fierce animosities of tlie French. It was the 
ppinion of some, that a cordial junction of La Fayette 
with Dumourier, supported by the Feuillfms and other 
friends of the constitution, would have been the means of 
preserving it. Nothing can b^ more evident now, than 
that their continued enmity and discord greatly contri- 
buted to the ruin of the constitution, of the royal fiuniiy, 
and of the two generals themselves* 

When the king persevered in his veto to the two d^ 
crees, he must have relied fbr support on the Feuillana 
a^() on M. La Fftvette, *But he overrated th^ir fwwef. 
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He hni beea aocuslomed to se9 those men who were now 
M the bead of the Feuiliant party carry every pQint; but 
It waa when they were striving not to rerestablish order, 
but to oyer«et a government* Z'be Oironde party now 
,had the saoje Advantage over the Feuillans that the lat* 
ter formerly bad. over the Mouniers^ the Lally Tolendals, 
ihe Malouets, and what Eohespierre and Danton acquir- 
ed over tl^ Ginmde as soon as Eoland and Bris^ot began 
la pceaeb reeqpect for the iaw^, and the restoration of or- 
der. The kUig seemi to have overlooked this distinction 
when he relied on the support of the Feuillans^ and on M. 
jUa F^ayette. The latter fell into an error of as great im- 
poHance, byaddressingalong letter from the camp pf Mau- 
beuge to the national assembly, complaining of the con- 
duct of the Jacobin society at Paris,, and imputing the dan* 
jgers and calamities of the country to tliat society and its 
branches, which molested every department, particularly 
by insulting the constitutional power of the king, which was 
one of. the chief pillars of law and of liberty. This was 
jiccompamed with a letter to the king, encouraging him 
to persist in supporting that authority which the nation 
, bad delegi^ted to him, and assuring him of the support of 
all the true friends of freedom and all the most respectable 
(:j4.izen8. The first part of this advice was observed by 
the jking as much as was possible in his situation ; but the ^ 
assuran^ses given by M« La Fayette failed in a deplorable 
degree. 

When M. La Fayette^^ letter was read in the assem- 
bly, M* Yergniaux represented that the remonstran- 
ces of a general at the head of an army to the assem- 

* It is m^Sbfk CMfttor to lead the populace of 8,07 country into disorder^ 
of any k.iod« than to bring them back to order and respect for law ; be- 
cause the populace of all countries have a natural taste for noise and riot. 
V/hether the oirtcry is Vive U Set, or A hash veto ; when inarroW'J>onef 
end cicarers are most noisy, when taUow-chaadlen beUoyir the loudes^ 
£br iUuninaitiene, the real source of the commotion is often mistakeiif 

Is it for thee the lark ascends and sings ? 

Joy tunes his voice, joy elevates his wings. 

Is it for thee the linnet pour^ his tisroat ? 

• J^ves pt hie owa and zapturefi sif ell ^ aoke^ 
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biy bad the appjDarance of an attempt to overawe die le, 
gislature. Guadet said ironically, that the letter was so 
much in the style of Cromwell, that it could not posaUy 
be written by M. La Fayette. The Jaeobins were quite 
outrageous i^gainst the general, whom they cpmpared to 
Cromwell, and proposed that he should be arrested and 
sent to Orleans as a traitor ; they themselves and their 
agents in the meantime were exciting the popukce to in* 
surrection, and at last they brought on the shameful 
transactions of the SOth of June, of which we have given 
a particular account elsewhere.^ 

When M. de la Fayette heard of the outrages of that 
day, he set out for the capital. The news of his arrival 
gave satisfaction {o alt the lovers of order and of the cour 
istitution, and struck the Jacobins with alarm. His letter 
to the assembly fully expressed his sentiments respecting 
their general conduct ; every body knew that it had been 
inore atrocious !sf pee his letter than it had been before; 
nobody doubted therefore but that his errand to Paris 
wais to bring t|ie authors of that insurrection to punish- 
ment, which it was evident the majority of the assembly 
had no inclination \o do ; t^nd it was of course believed 
either that his army was in full march after him, or that 
be was assured of such support in the capital itself as 
would enable him to accomplish his purpose. The king 
and the court were of this opinion. M. La Fayette ap- 
peared alone at the bar of the national assembly; this cir* 
cumstance strengthened the general conjecture that he 
was conscious of being supported. In his address to the 
assembly he began by aVoWing the letter he had written 
\o them ; and in the' name of the army and of all good 
citizens be dem^n^led ^ the punisljme^t of the instigators 
and executors of the violences of (he ^Oth, the su[ppres- 
sion of the Jacobin societies, and that the assembly would 
take imeasures for preventing all attempts against the con- 
stitution from internal enemies, while th^ arm^ was repd^ 
ling foreign foes from the frontiers*^ 
f y|de ft Journid during a Resideace in prance* Ice vol. lii, Octolwr 22, 1T$.% 
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The asseoibly remained for some time ia ^lent conster^ 
natioo. The joy that M. de la Fayette^s arrival had givea 
tjo the court, and some attentions shewn him by the na-» 
tional guards, still impressed many of the deputies mth 
the notiod of his having a strong support within the dty 
of Paris. Guadet dispelled their fears by the briskness ci 
his attack ; he inveighed against the general for leaving 
the army, and dewed that the minister of war might be 
questioned whether he had asked and obtained leave. 
This produced a debate;, and several severe speecbea 
were made by those who would have remained overawed^ 
had not Gaudet begun in the bold manner he did. And 
although it was carried at last that no immediate censure 
should be passed upon him, yet it tended to disconcert 
M. La Fayette very greatly. And such was the activity 
ci the Jacobins among the populace, that the generaPs 
friends advised him to return to his army, as the only 
means of preventing his being arrested. There is every 
reason to believe that the intentions of M. La Fayette 
were good, but his conduct on this occasion certainly was 
ill advised. For an individual to exact any thing of a 
liody of men iluch as the national assembly, without bav^ 
ing the power of controlling them, is ridiculous; and to 
imagme tliat his presence, without the certainty of being 
followed by his. army, i^oi^ld have a better effect than hit 
letter, was equally so^ 

The festival of the confederation was now at hand ; i| 
was celdbrated on the 14th of July on the same ground, 
but with fewer ceremonies than the former ; the priests in 
particular were less numerous, and some of the religious 
ceremonies were entirely omitted. The king and all thf 
royal &mily were present. The populace, being left to 
their natural emotions, made some reparation for the out* 
rages of the SOth of June ; the shouts of Vive It R<nt extia-e 
guished every attempt that was roadeof an insulting nature. 

This redoubled the diligence of the Jacotnn and Gu 
fofide parties ; the^ brought forward all their old meanst 
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«tid toTetited new ones to 'prejudice the pnblie agetwi the 
kiflg. La Fayette^s letter was represented ip the joomala 
as high treason against the, nation. He was caUed a IL* 
bertacide, and a second CrooiweU ; with this differences 
that be acted in eoneeit with the king against the iiberly 
of the people; and he was accused of having pr(^x)sed to 
mardi with his amy against Paris. A consideridiJie body 
of federates, as they are called, arriired ftom different de« 
partments ; those from Marseilles were a set of the BMist 
desperate fellows on earth, and had been chosen xai that 
aooount. They committed many disorders in their anareh 
to Paris ; and were entirdy under the direction of deter* 
mined republicans* Another procession from the suburbs 
of St. Antoine to the TuiUeriee was now openly spoken cf, 
with a Tiew to oblige the king to remore his Teto from the 
two fiunous decrees, and to d^ose hhn in ciae he^ should 
refuse: the Jacdbins in general were for the last measure^ 
without the alternative. 

The king's friends were more alarmed than ever for his 
safcty, and that of the royal family. Anotber attempt to 
escape Grom the capital, and out of the rttdi of his «ne» 
mies, was thought necessary at any risk. The foUowbg 
plan for that purpose was formed by « person faithfully 
attached to the king, and who bad held a high ofice ww 
der the constitution.-— The king and rojf«l family were to 
go to Gaillon, a villa belonging to the archbisbc^ of Iloa>i 
en, situated within three leagues of that dty, and twenty 
kagiies from Paris, the precise distance allowed by tha 
co»stitutk>n. They wens to go out of the TuiUeiies 
tfatough the hotel of the intendant of the civil Ust, the 
coiamnmcation of which with the palace was only separate 
ed by a wooden pnrtitiosi easily removed, and guarded by 
^ single sentinel, who was to be secured. The principal 
estry to this hotel was from the court of the Old Louvre, 
where two or thvee coaclies were usually seen about eleven 
or twelve at night, belonging to thone who supped wilh 
|be intendant On the n^ht designed fof ^e kiag^% 
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eactpe nobody was to be invited ; but two common coach*. 
08 vrere to be ready for the reception of the royal family^ 
with no attendant except one raaid^ and two confidential 
persons dressed like &ocnien, one behind each carriage. 
They were to go out of Paris at the usual hour that those 
who lived in the neighbourhood and sapped in town i«* 
turned to their houses. The three thousand Swiss whom 
the king had been obliged by a decree to send put of the 
capital, were to be distributed at different stations on the 
road from Paris to Pontoise. The king^s horse guards^ 
who had been lately reduced, and still resided in thecapi-» 
tal, the gallant Count d'Hervilly, their former command* 
er, to whom they were greatly attached, engaged to have 
ail ready at twelve hours previous notice. Their horses 
were in the stables at Versailles, which they were to have 
broken into on the night appcHnted, and to hate met the 
king within a league of Paris, and accompanied him to 
Pont6ise, where they were sure of finding two regiments 
of Swiss, which with the three thousand above mentioned^ 
and the six hundred horse guards under d^Hervilly, would 
have formed a body of troops sufficient for the protection 
of the royal family for some time at least. The king was 
to have wrote from 6ailk>n to the assembly, to inform 
them of. the motives of his departure ; and if they should 
have marched an army to attack him, he was to have re- 
moved to Fecamp on the sea-coast, where the commissary 
of the marine would have ordered a vessel for the recepn 
tion of the royal family, to be entirely at the king^s dispos. 
a1, and to transport them wherever he should direct. M^ 
le Fort, an intelligent general officer, had set out from 
Paris at the end of July for Normandy, on purpose to ex«r 
amine GiuUon, its environs, and the coast ; and to sound 
the disposition of the inliabitants. He returned on the 5th 
of August with a report favourable for the enterprise. Tha 
departure of the royal family was to have taken place oi| 
the night of the 7th of August ; every thing was in great 
forwardness for tl^e execution: the utmost secrecy ha4 
fieen preserved ; but tjie queen, ipdependcnt v£ the iia; 
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pression which the ill Buecess of their fonner attempt bad 
inade.on her mind, felt an additional repugnance to the 
enterprise, because the commanding officer of the troops 
in Normandy was a constitutional deputy* And al^cmgb 
there was no doubt of that nobleman^s zeal in protecting 
the royal family on the present occasion, and of his desire 
to support the constitution against the Jacobibs and Gi* 
rondists, yet the circumstance above mentioned rendered 
her more and more averse to the scheme, as the moment 
of its execution drew nearer. On the evening of the 6tb, 
she prevailed on the king to send a message to the person 
who had the chief direction of the enterprise to suspend 
his preparations, because her majesty thought the measure 
should not be adopted until the last extremity^ittle inuui 
gining, i^nfortunate princess ! that the last extremity was 
already arrived, and that she would never have another 
opportunity.* 

It was imagined that the inevitable oonsequence Of the 
king'^s escape would have been involving the nation in a 
civil war and other calamities. But what calamities could 
liave been greater than those which have actually taken 
place f Every person of common humanity in Eqrope, 
therefore, whatever may be their sentiments respecting 
(he French revolution in other respects, will lament that 
the escape of the royal family of France was not effected 
i^t this time. Above all, France herself has cause to la- 
ment it, as it would have saved her from the deepest stig^ 
ina that ever was fixed on a nation. 

Is the rejection of this plan of escape to be considered 
now as unfortunate for the three persons who were most 
interested in its success at the time and have been sinc^ 

* So oneonsdous was the queen of her danger, and of the horrors th^ 
awaited her, that three days after that which had been fixed on for the 
Escape, when fheaiid the rest of the royal family were seated in the box at 
^e national aisembly, on the fatal 10th of August Jmmediatelj li^efore th^ 
^ring began, she said to M. d'Hervilly, ' £h bien ! 'M.d*Herv^ly,n*avonf 
^ous pas bien fait de ne pas partir ?* To which tl^at gentleman answered, 
' Je souhaite, madame, que voire majesty me fasse la meme question dan^ 
f Ix inois dUci.* . ' ;- 
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tut off^-^one of them by a sentence directly in opposition 
•to the constitution adopted and sworn to by his judges-— 
th^ other two by the most wanton, unmanly, and detesta- 
ble exercise of tyrabny, that ever revolted the soul of hu"> 
manity. ' . 

The murder of the queen and princess seenis so conl^ 
pletely without provocation, view of interest, or ineaning, 
as would almost tempt us to think that men may by a dia- 
bolical perversion of nature, from habitual crimes come sSi 
last to love wickedness for its own sake, and find in viee 
its own reward. 

That those three eminent persons failed in aecomplislb- 
ing (heir escape, will assuredly not be thought unfortunate 
for their fame in this world ; and it is devoutly to be be- 
lieved that it will contribute to thefir everlasting reward in 
the next, . , 

Had they completed their escape, the king would not 
have had an opportunity of displaying that firmness of 
mind arid reach of understanding which appeared on his 
trial ; nor would he in his last will have had occasion to 
exhibit a degree of Christian resignation which equals, 
and a delicacy and tenderness of sentiment which sut- 
passes, any thing recorded of the most celebrated martyrs 
of the Roman church. 

And the queen would have had no opportufiity of e36- 
hibiting that undisturbed circumspection and presence of 
mind discernible in her answers to the most captious and 
insidious interrogatories; particulariy when, on the judge 
expressing surprise at her not knowing a person to whotR 
she had rendered great services, she calmly replied, ^ It 
is possible for those who confer favours to forget them ; 
while those on whom they are conferred find it impottibk^ 
And also, when having disdained to take any notice of a 
brutal charge which was brought against her, on its beu 
ing repeated she repelled the monstrous accusation by an 
appeal to human nature, as it exists in the hearts of mo- 
thers« Indeed, the whole of her conduct from the mo- 
ment of her confinement tends to render many of t^ose 
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tales whicK slander cireiiUiled to ber prgudice with snth 
ivvidity, abtolutelf incredible; and the attaebment^ the 
nffection, the fidelity and dignity, whieh in the most try^ 
SDg scenes she manifested to her husband, her children, 
her friends, and her enemies, throw back a lustre on the 
imperial line from which she lining, brighter than that 
which she deriyed from it. 

This cruel arrest likewise afforded the princess E)iz»- 
beth the means c^ proving before a tribunal of atheists 
what a d^ee of composure religion can communicate to 
a mind naturally timid, and to what elevation it can raise 
a mind naturally unassuming. Disdmning any conces- 
ttOD which might soften their cruelty, and despising the 
wrath which she knew her answer would excite, to the 
first interrogatory of the court, What is your name ? she 
greatly replied, * My name ia Elizabeth of France, sister 
to tie monarch you murieredf and auTU to your present 
king: 

Those and other scenes of unparalleled cruelty were 
aeted under the influence or during the usurpation of 
Robespierre. 

Thus the French people, having obtained a limited mo* 
narchical constitution^ under whiehi with the timely al- 
terations and reforms that experience would have indicat- 
ed and new circumstances rendered expedient, the nation 
might have been prosperous and happy, had they not 
with equal levity and guilt overthrown it almost without 
atrmL 

The French revolution exhibits at once the mischiefs 
that attend the abuse of power and those that attend the 
abuse of liberty ; affording a warning to sovereigns, not 
only against direct acts of cruelty, but also against that 
kvishness of the public money which necessarily leads to 
the oppression of the people, and raises general discontent 
and indignation. It affords likewise a warning to (he 
subjects of every free government against all licentious 
disregard of law^ all attack on the rights of any class of 
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their fellow-citizens, or the ascertained prerogatives of 
the sovereign ; as every unprovoked attack of that nature 
tends to render all men^s rights insecure, leads to the 
horrors of anarchy, and generally terminates in the de* 
struction of that liberty they wish to preserve. 
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